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TQ THE KING. 


sir; 

Yo U R ’ Majesjy having been gracioufly 
pleafed to permit my late brother Captain George 
Vancouver, to prefent to YoUR Majesty* the 
Narrative of his labours during the execution of 
your cooimands in the Pacific Ocean, I pre- 
fume to hope, that, fince it has pleafed 
the ‘Divine Providence to withdraw him from 
Your Majesty's fervice, and from the fociety 
of his friends, before he could avail himfelf of 
that condefcenfion. Your Majesty will, with 



DEDICATION. 


the fame benignity, u^ouchfafe to accept it from 
my hands, in difeharge of the melancholy duty 
which has devolved upon me by that unfortu- 
nate event. 


I cannot but indulge the hope that the follow- 
ing pages will prove ^to Your Majesty, that 
Captain Vancouver was mot undeferving the ho- 
nour of the truft repofed in ‘hirri ; and that he has 
fulfilled the obje61: of his commiflion .from YoUR 
Majesty with diligence and fidelity. 

Under the aufpices of Your Majesty, the 
late indefatigable Captain Cook had already fliewn 

that' a fouthern continent did not exift, and 

*1 

had afeertained the important fa 61 : of the near 
approximation of the northern fliores .bf Afia 
to t\ipfe of America. To thofe great difeoveries 
the exertions of Captain Vancouver, will, I 
truft, be found to have added the complete cer- 
tainty, that, within the limits of his refearches on 
the continental ftiore of North- Weft America, 


NO 
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NO INTERNAL SEA, OR OTHER NAVIGABLE COMMUNICATION 

whatever exifts, uniting the Pacific and Atlantic 
oceans. 


I have the honour to be, 
SIR, 

With the moll profound refpeft, 
YOUR MAJESTY’S 

Mod faithful and devoted 

« 

Subjed: and fervant, 


John Vancouver. 




INTRODUCTION. 


I N contemplating the rapid* progrefs of improvement in the fcicnccs, 
^and the general difftirion of knowledge, fince the commencement of the 
eighteenth century,* we are unavoidably led to obferve, with admiration* 
that a6live fpirit of difeovery, by means of which the remoteft regions 
of the earth have been explored; a friendly communication opened 
with their inhabitants ; and various commodities, of a moll valuable 
nature, contributing either to relieve their necelfities, or augment their 
comforts, introduced among the lefs-enlightened part of our fpccies. 
A mutual intcrcourfe has been alfo eftablilhed, in many inftanccs, on the 
folid bafis of a reciprocity of benefits ; and the produ6live laboi^r of the 
^civilized world has found new markets for the difpofal of its manufac- 
turcs. Nor has the balance of trade been wholly againfl the people of 
the ncwly-difcovered countries ; for, whilft fome have been enabled to 
fupply .their victors with an abundance of food, and tlie inoR valuable 
lefrcniincnts, in exchange for iron, copper, ufcful implements, and ar* 

tides of ortiament ; the induflry of others has been Rimulat(xl to pro« 

* • 

cure the Ikins ofi animals, and other articles of a commercial nature ; 
which they have found to be eagerly fought for by the traders who 
now refort to their fhorcs from Europe, Afia, and the caftern fide of 
North America. 

VoL. I. a The 
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The great naval powers of Eufope, infpired with a dcfire not only 
of acquiring, but alfo of communicating, knowledge, had extended their 
relearches, in the i6th and i7tli centuries, as far into the pacific opean 
as their limited information of the geography of the earth, at that time, 
enabled them to penetrate. Some few attempts had alfo been made by 

t 

this country toWards the conclufion of each of thofe centurips ; but it 
was not until the year 1 764 that Great-Britain, benefiting by the ex- 
perience of former eiitcrprizes, laid the foundation for that vail accef- 
lion of geographical knowledge, which fhe has fihce obtained by the 
perfevering fpirit of her fucceflivc diflingtiifhed circumnavigators. 

By the introdu6lion of nautical aflronbmy into marine education, we 
are tsftight to fiiil on the hypothenufe, inflead of traverfing two fides of 
a triangle, which was the ufage in earlier times; by this means, die 
circuitous courfe of all voyages from place to place is confiderably fliort- 
ened ; and it is now become evident, that fea officers of the mofl common- 
rate abilities, who will take the trouble of making tliemfelvcs acquaint- 
ed with, the principles of this fcicnce, will, on all fuiiablc occabons^ w ith 
proper and corre6l inflruments, be enabled to acquire a ktiosvlulgc of 
their fituation in the atlantic, indian, or pacific oceans, v. idi a degree 
of accuracy fuHicient to fleer on a meridional or diagonal lif.e, to any 
known fpot ; provided it be fufficiendy confpicuous to be viable at any 

f*— ■ ■ ^ 

diflance from five to ten leagues. 

This great improvement, by which die moll remote parts of the ter- 
reRrial globe are brought fo ealily within our reach, .would, neverthe- 
Icfs, have ‘been, comparatively, of little utility, had not iliofe happy 
means been difeovered, for preferving the lives and health of the oincers 
and feamcn engaged in fuch diflant and perilous undertakings ; wliith 


■were 
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■were fo fuccersfully praftifed by Captain Cook, the firft great difeoverer 

of this falutary fyftein, in all his latter voyages round iltc globe. But 

in npiie have the effeSs of his wife regulations, rcgiujcn, and difeipline, 

\ 

been more manifeft, than in the courfe of the e.^pedition of which 
the following pages are defigned to treat. To an unremitting attention, 
not only to food, cleanlinefs, ventilation, and an early adminlll ration of 
antifeptic provilions and medicines, but alfo to prevent, .as much as 
polfiblc, the cIkihcc of indil])o{ition, by prohibiting individuals from 
'.^arelefsly expoung thcrnlHvcs to the influence of climate, or unhealthy 
indulgences in times of relaxation, and by relieving them from fatigue 
'and the inclemency of the* weadter the moment the nature of their duty 
would permit iliem to retire; is to be aferibed the prefervation of tlm 
licalth and lives of fea-faring people on long voyages. Inllead of vclfels 
returning from parts, by no means very remote, with the lols of one 
half, and Ajmeiirncs two thirds, of their crews, in confequence of fcor- 
butic, and other contagious diforders ; iniiances are now not wanting of 
laborious fervices having been performed in the moft diftant regions, in 
.which, after anabfence of more than three or four years, during which 
time the veflels had been fubjcflcd to all the viciflitudes of climate, from 
the fcorching heat of the torrid zone to the freezing blafls of tlie arftic 
or antar6lic circles, the crews have returned in perfefl health, and con- 
lifl^ng nearly of every individual they had carried out ; tliofe who 

unfortunately had not furvived, either from accident or difeafe, did not 

* • 

exceed in number the mortality that might reafonably have been ex- 
pe^ed, during the fame period of time, in the niofl healthy fituations of 
this country. To thefe valuable improvements, Great-Britain is, at this 
time, in a great meafure indebted, for her prefent exalted flation amoijgfl 

the 
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ihe nations of the earth ; and it fliduld feera, that the reign of George the 
Third had been referved, by the Great Difpofer of all tilings, for the 
glorious talk of eftablilhing the grand key-ftone to that expanfive arch, 
over which the arts and fciences Ihould pals to the furthermofl: corners of 
the earth, for the inftrufclion and happinefs of the moft lowly children of 
nature. Advantages fo highly beneficial to the untutored parts of the 
human raccj and fo extremely important to that large proportion of the 
fubjefts of this empire who are brought up to the fea'fervice, deferve to 
be juftly appreciated ^ and it becomes of very little importance to tl;p 
bulk of our Ibciety, whole enlightened humanity teaches them to enter- 
tain a lively regard for the welfare and intereft of thole who'engage iti 
fuch adventurous undertakings for the advancement of fcience, or for 
the extenfion of commerce, what may be the animadverlions or farcafms 

4 

of thofe few unenlightened minds that may peevilhly demand, ** what be- 

** neficial confequences, if any, have followed, or are likely to follow, to 

the difcoverers, or to the difcovered, to the common interefts of hu- 

** manity, or to the incrcale of ufeful knowledge, from all our boafted 

** attempts to explore the dillaht recelles of the globe ?” The learned 

editor*, who has fo juftly anticipated this injudicious remark, havS, in his 

very comprehenfive introduftion to Captain Cook’s laft Vo/age, from 

whenc e the ab ove quotation is extrafted, given to the public, not only 

a complete and latisfaftory anlwer to that queftion, but has treated 

every other part of the fubjeft of Difeovery fo ably, as to'' render any 

further obfervations on former voyages of this defeription totally unne- 
« 

ceflary, for the purpofe of bringing the reader acquainted with what 


* Dr. Douglas, now Bifliop of Salilbury. 


had 
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had been accomplifhed, previoufly to my being Jionored with His MajeH- 
ty’s commands to follow up the labours of that illuftrious navigator 
Capt|iin James Cook ; . to whole fteady, uniform, indefatigable, and un- 
diverted attention to the feveral objefts on which the fucccfs of his en- 
terprizes ultimately depended, the world is indebted for fuch eminent 
and imporjant benefits. 

Thole benefits did not long remain unnoticed by the commercial part 
of the Britifh nation. Remote and diftant Voyages being now no longer 
^ objefts of terror, enterprizes were projefted, and carried into execution, 
for the purpofe of eftablilhing new and lucrative branches of commerce 
between North Well Amefica afid China ; and parts of the coaft of the 
former that had not been minutely examined by Captain Cook, be- 
came now the general refort of tlie perfons thus engaged. 

Unprovided as thefe adventurers were with proper aflronomical and 
nautical inftruments, and having their views direfled almofl: intirely to 
the objeft of their employers, they had neither the means, nor the lei- 
fure, that were indifpenfably requifite for amalTing any certain geogra- 
phical information. This became evident, from the accounts of their 
feveral voyages given to the public ; in which, notwithftanding that 
they pofi lively contradifted each other, as well in geographical and nau- 
tical fa6ls as in thole of a commercial nature, they yet agreed in fill- 
ing^up the blanks in the charts of Captain Cook with eUctehfive^ iflands, 

and a coall* apparently much broken by numberlefs inlets, which they 

^ • 

had left almofl intirely unexplored. 

The charts accompanying the accounts of their voyages,* reprefent- 

ing the North Weft coaft of America to be fo much broken by the 

% 

waters of the oacific, gave encouragement once more to hypothefes ; 

and 
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ajid the favorite opinion, that had* flept fince the publication of Captain 
Cook’s lall voyage, of a noith-eallern communication between the 
waters of the pacific and atlantic oceans, was again roufed from it§ ftate 
of number, .and brougiit forward with renovated vigour. Once more 
the archipelago of St. Lazarus was called forth into being, and its cxif- 
tcnce iilinoft aflunied, upon the authority of a Spauifh adrqiral named 
De P'ontc, Dc Fonta, or De Fuentes ; and of a Mr- Nicholas Shapely, 
from Boftou in America, who was ftatfid to have penetrated through 
. this archipelago, by failing through a mediterranean fea, on the coaft oj‘ - 
North-WeR America, within a few leagues of the bceanic fliores of that 
archipelago ; where he is faid to have niet the Admiral. The Rraits faid 
to have been navigated by Juan De Tuca were alfo brought forward in 
fupport of this opinion ; and, althougli the exiRence or extent of ihefc 
difcovcrit;s remained Rill to be proved by an authenticated furvey of the 
countries which had been thus Rated to have been feen and palled 
tlirough, yet the enthufiafm of modem cloftt phUofophy, eager to revenge 
itfelf for the refutation of its former fallacious fpeculations, ventured to 
acciife Captain Cook of “ haRily exploding ” its fyRems ; and, ranking 
him amongR the purfuers of peltry ^ dared even to drag him forward hira- 
felf in fupport of its vifionaiy' conje£lures. t 

With what reafon, or witli what juRicc, fuch aniniadverfions have 
been calTu]^! one, who, unhappily for the world, does not furvive to 
enforce his own judicious opinions ; influenced as they were, by no pre- 
judice, nor biafled by any pre-conceived theory or hypothefis, but founded 
on the folk! principles of experience, and of ocular demonRration ; 
it is not my province to decide : let it fuffice to fay, that the labours of 
that diRmguiflicd character will remain a monument of his pre-eminent 

abilities. 
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abilities, and difpaflionate inveftigation^of the truth, as long as fcience 
lhall be, refpefted in the civilized world ; or as long as fucceeding tra- 
vellers, who (hall unite, in bearing teftimony to the profundity of his 
judgment, fhaU continue to obtain credit with the public. 

Although the ardour of the prefent age, to difcover and delineate the 
true geography of the earth, had been'rewa^rded with uncommon and 
unexpefted fuccels, particularly by the perfevering exertions of this 
great man, yet all was not completed ; and though, fublequent to his 
lall vilit to the coaft of North- Weft America, no expedition had been 
prejefted by Governihent, for the purpofe of acquiring a more exa 61 : 
knowledge ‘of that extenfivfe and* interelling country ; yet a voyage was 
planned by His Majelly for exploring fome of the Southern regions ; and 
in the autumn of the year 1789, *dire£lions were given for carrying it 
into efTefl. 

Captain Henry Roberts, of known and tried abilities, who had lerved 
under Captain Cook during his two la ft voyages, and whole attention to 
the fcientific part of his profeflion had afforded that great navigator 
frequent opportunities of naming him with much refpe6i, was called 
upon to take charge of, and to command, the propofed expedition. 

At that period, I had juft returned from a ftation at Jamaica under the 
command of Commodore (now Vice-Admiral) Sir Alan Gardner, who 
mentioned me to Lord Chatham and the Board of Admiralty ; and I was 
folicited to tt^company Captain Roberts as his lecond. . In this propofal 
J acquiefeed,. and found myfelf very pleafantly lituated, in being thus 
conneCled with a fellow-traveller for whofe abilities I bore the greateft 
rt'fpeft, and in whofe friendftiip and good opinion I was proud to pof- 

lePi 
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fcfs a place. And as \fp had failed together with Captain Cook on his 
voyage towards the fouth pole, and as both had afterwards accompanied 
him with Captain Clcrke in the Difcovery during his laft voyage, ,I had 
no doubt that we were engaged in an expedition, which would prove 
no lefs interefting to my friend than agreeable to my wiChes. 

A fliip, proper for the. fervice under contemplation, was ordered to 
be provided. In the yard of Meifrs. Randall and Brent, on the banks 
of the Thames, a velfel of 340 tons burthen was nearly finilhed ; and as 
• Ihe would demand but few alterations to make her in every refpeft fit 
for the purpofe, fhe was purchafed ; and, on hef being launched, was 
named the Difcovery. * ’ 

The firft day of the year 1 790 the Difcovery was commiffioncd by 
Captain Roberts ; forae of the other officers were alfo appointed, and 
the (hip was condu£l;ed to His Majefty’s dock-yard at Deptford, where 
ffie was put into a ftate of equipment ; which was ordered to be ex- 
ecuted, with all the difpatch that the nature of the fcrvice required. 

For forae time previous to this period the Spaniards, roufed by the 
fuccefsful efforts of the Britiffi nation, to obtain a more extend^ 
knowledge of the earth, had awoke, ds it were, from a ftate of lethargy, 
and had not only ventured to vifit forae of the newly-difcovered iflands 
in the tropical regions of the pacific ocean, but Jbad alfo, in the 
year 1775, with a fpirit fomewhat analogous to that which prompted 
their firft difcovery of America, extended their refearches to the 
northward, along the coaft of North-Weft America. But this under- 
taking did not feem to have reached beyond the acquirement of a very 
fuperficial knowledge of the ftiores ; and though thefe were found to be 
extremely broken, and divided by the waters of the pacific, yet it docs 
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not appear that any meafures 'were pilrTued b)ibthem for afcertaining the 
extent, to which thole watnrs penetrated into the interior of the Ameri- 
can continent. 

This apparent indiiiference in exploring new countries, ought not, how- 
ever, to be attributed to a deficiency in Ikill, or to a want of fpirit for 
enterpriz®, in the commander* of that- expedition ; becaufe there is 
great reafon to believe, that the extreme caution which has fo long and 

fo rigidly governed the court of Madrid, to prevent, as much as poffible, 

• 

not only their Ameilcan, but likewife their Indian, eftablilhments from 

• • * * * • 
being vifited by any Europeans^ (unlefs they were fubjefts of the crown 

of Spain,* and liable to a niilitary tribunal) had greatly confpired, with 
other confidprations of a political nature^ to i«prefs that defire of adding 
to tlie fund of geographical knowledge, which BW lo eminently diftin- 
guilhed this country. And hence it is not extraordinary, that the. dif- 
covery of a north-wefterni navigable communicadon between the atlantic 
and pacific oceans, Ihould not have been confidered as an objeft mUC^ 
to be defired by the Spanilh court. Since that expedidon, l^owever, 
ahe Spaniards from to have confidered their former national chara£ler 
as in fome meafure at (take ; and they have certainly become more 
acquainted than they were with the extenfive countries immediately ad- 
joining to their,immenle empire in the new world ; yet the meafures that 
they adopted, in order to obtain that informadon,' were executed in fo 
defend ve a 'manner, that all the important queftions to geography ftill 
renMnned undecided, and in the fame ftatc of uncertainty. 

Towards the end of april, the Difeovery was, in molt refpefls, in a 
condition to proceed down the river, when intelligence was rfeccived 
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that the Spaniards had coenmitted depredations on different branches 
the Britifli commerce on the coaft of North- Weft America, and that 
tliey had feized on the Engliffi veffels and faftories in Nootka (bund. 
This intelligence gave rile to difputes between the courts of London and 
Madrid, vdiich had the threatening appearance of being terminated by 
no other means than thofe'of reprizaL In confequence of this an ar- 
mament took place, and the further pacific equipment of the Difeovery 
was fufpended ; her ftores and protdfions were returned to the refpeftive 
bfhees, and her officers and men were engaged *in more a£live fer- 
vice. On this occalion I refumed my profeffion under my highly- 
effeemed friend Sir Alan Gardner, then captain of the Courageiix, where 
I remained until the ^th of the november following; when, I was order- 
ed to repair to townrir the purpole of attending to the commands of 

* 

the Board of Admiralty. 

The unccrnimon celerity, and unparaHeled difpatch, which attended the 

equipmeiit of one of the nobleff: fleets that Great-Britain ever faw, had 

probably its due influence upon the court of Madrid, for, in the Spa- 

ni(h convention, which was confequent on that armament, reflitution" 

was offered to this country for the captures and aggrefitons made by the 

lubjefts of His Catholic Majefty ; together with an acknowledgment 

of an equal right with Spain to the exercife and profecution of all 

commercial undertakings in thole leas, reputed before to belong only 

to the Spanilh crown. The extenfive branches of the fifheries, ajid 

the fur trade to China, being confidered as objefts of very material*lm- 

portance to this country, it was deemed expedient, that an officer fhould 

» 

be fent to Nootka to receive back, in form, a reftitution of the territo- 
riest on which the Spaniards had feized, and alfo to make ^n accurate 

furvey 
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furvey of the coaft, from the 30th de|free oC north latitude north-wefl» 
ward toward Cook’s tiver ; and further, td obtain every poHible informa- 
tion, that could be colle 61 :ed relpe£^ing the natural and political flate of 
that country. 

The outline of this intended expedition was communicated to me, 
and I hf^l the honor of being appointed to the command of it. At this 
jun 61 ure it appeared to be of importance, that all poflible exertion {liould 
be made in its equipment ; And as the Difeovery, which had been le- 
lefted on die forma: occalion, was now rigged, fbme of her ftores pro- 
vided, and (he herlelf conlidered, in moft refpefls, as a veflcl well cal- 
•culatcd for the voyage under Contemplation, (he was accordingly direcl- 
ed to be got ready for that lervice ; and the Chadiam armed tender, 
of 135 tons burthen, built at Dover, having been deftined to accompa- 
ny the Difeovery in the voyage which Had been abandoned, {he was 
ordered to be equipped to attend on the voyage now to be,undertaken, 
and was fent to Woolwich to receive fuch necelTary repairs aiid altera- 
tions as were deemed requillte for the occahon. 

The Difeovery was copper-faftened, Iheathed with plank, and cop- 
pered over ; the Chatham only (heathed with copper. The former 
mounted ten four-pounders, and ten fwivels ; the latter, four three- 
pounders and, fix fwivels. The following lift will exhibit the eftablilh- 
R;ent of the officers and jpen in the two velTels. 
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An account of the number of officers and men on board the Difcover}^ 


ilopp of 

war. 

in dec^ber, 1790. 

OFFICERS. 

• 

NO. 

NAMES. 

Captain, 

1 

George Vancouver, 
f Zachariah Mud^, 

Lieutenants 

3 

< Peter Puget, 

« 


Cjoieph Baker. 

Mailer 

1 

- Jofeph Whidbey. 

fioatfwain 

1 


Carpenter 

1 


Gunner 

1 


Surgeon - • 

1 


Midihipmen 

6 


Mailer’s mates 

3 


Boatfwain’s mates 

3 


Carpenter’s mates 

3 

% 

Gunner’s mates 

2 . 


Surgeon’s mates 

2 


Carpenter’s crew 

4 


Mafter at arms - 

E 


Corporal 

1 


Sail-m&ker 

1 


Sail-maker’s mate 

1 


Armourer 

1 


Cook 

1 


Cook’s mate 

1 


aerk - 

X 


Quaitermafters - 

6 


Able feamen 

38 

\ 

Serjeant 

1) 


Corporal 

n 

Marines. 

Privates - 

14) 


Total : 

LOO 
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An account of the number of office^ and men on board the Chatham 

armed tender, in december, 1790. 


OFFIC£RS. 

NO. 

, NAMES. 

Commander 

1 

Lieutenant W. R. Broughton. 

Lieutenant 

1 

James Hanlon.^ 

Maftej, 

1 

Janies Johnftone. 

Boatfwain 

1 


Carpenter 

1 


Gunner - , - 

1 


Surgeon - • - 

1 


Midfhipmen 

. 4. 


Mailer’s mates ' 

2 


Boatfwaii/s mates 

2 

• 

Carpenter’s mates 

2 


Gunner’s mates 

2 


Surgeon’s mate 

1 


Sail-maker 

1 


Armourer 

1 

• 

Clerk » ■ 

1 


Quartermailers 

4 


Able ieamen 

xo 


Serjeant 

:l 

Marines. 


Total 45 


I had 
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I had great reafoa to bb fatishe^ with thefe arrangements ; the (econd 

and thitd lieutenants, and the mailer of the Dilcovery, whom I had the 

honor of being allowed to name for this fervice, had all ferved fbme 

years with me, under the command of Sir Alan Gardner, both at home, 

and in the WelL-Indies ; the other officers were men of known charafter, 

pofleffing good abilities, and excdlent dilpolltions, which dieir fubfe* 

qucnt condu6l and zeal, exhibited on all occalions, Efficiently demon- 

« ■ 

ftratcd. 

In the former equipment of the Difcovery, Captain Roberts and my- 
felf had undertaken to make all fuch aftronomical and nautical obferva- 

f. t 

tions, as the circumllances occurring in the voyage might demand. 
This taHc now devolved upon me alope ; but with the affillance of Mr. 
Whidbey, I entertained little doub,t of accomplilhing the propofed ob- 
je£l, at lead in an ufeful manner ; for which purpole we were fupplied 
by the Navy Board with fuch an alTortment of inilruments as 1 confi- 
dered to be necelTary. 

It v^as with infinite latisfa£lion that I faw, amongd the officers and 
young gentlemen of the quarter-deck, fome who, with little indru6lioii, 
would foon be enabled to condru£l charts, take plans of bays and har- 
bours, draw landfcapes, and make faithful portraits of the feveral head- 
lands, coads, and countries, which we might difcover ; thus, by the 
united efforts of our little community, the whoje of our proceedings, 
and the information we might obtain in the courfeof the vi^y age,, would 
be rendered profitable to thofe who might fuccecd us in traverfing the 
remote parts of the globe that we were dedined to explore, without 
the affidance of profeffional perfons, as adronomers or draftfmen. 

Botany, 


2 
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Botany, however, was an objj^ oSP fciehtific inquiry with which no 
one of us was much acqu^ted ; but as, .in expeditions of a fimilar nature, 
the ihoft valuable opportunities had been afforded for adding to the ge- 
ral ftock of botanical information, Mr. Archibald Menzies, a fuigeon 
in the royal navy, who had before vilited the pacific ocean in one. of 
the veffelS*employed in the fur trade, was appointed for the fpecific pur* 
pofe of making fuch refearches ; and had, doubtlefs,^ven fufiicient 
proof of his abilities, to qualify him,fbr the ilation it was intended he 
fhould fill. For the j^pofe of preferying fuch new , or uncommon plants 
as he might deem worthy of a place amongff His Majefty’s very valua- 
ble colle6tion of exotics at Kew, a glazed frame was ere£ied on the af- 
ter part of the quarter-^deck, for .the reception of thofe he might have 
an opportunity of colle£ling. , 

The Board of Admiralty, greatly attentive to our perfbnal comforts, 
gave dire61ions that the Difcovery and Chatham fhould each be fup- 
plied vnth all fuch articles as might be confidered in any way likely 
to become neceffary, during the execution of the long and arduous ler- 
^ce in which we were about to* engage. Our ftores, from the naval, 
arfcnals, were ordered to be felefted of the very bell forts, and to be 
made with materials of the - beft quality. In addition to the ordinary, 
eftablifhment, wft were fupplied with a large affortment of feines and 
othef ufeful fifhing geer of various kinds. The provifibns were 
furmfbed a^ the vI£lualling-office with tlie greateil care, all of which 
proved to be excellent, and manifefted the judgment M'hich had been 
exereiled in the fele£tion and preparation of the feveral articles. To 
thefe were added a large proportion of (bur->krout, portable foup, wheat 
infiead of the ufual fupply of oatmeal for brc'akfafi, the efience of malt 
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and fprucCj malt, hops, *dried yeaft, flour, and iced muflard ; which 
may all be coniidered as articles of food. Thole of a medicinal nature, 
with which we wre amply fupplied, were Dr. James’s powders ; vitri- 
olic elixir ; the rob of lemons and oranges, in fuch quantities and pro- 
portions as the, furgeon thought requilite ; together with an augmen- 
tation to the ufual allowance, amounting to a hundred weiglrt, of, the 
bell Peruvian blfrk. 

To render our vifits as acceptable as poflible to the inhabitants of the 

^ ^ f 

illands or continent in the pacific o^ean, and to e&tblilh on a firm bafis 
a friendly intercourfe with the feveral tribes we might occafionally meet 
with. Lord Grenville direfted that a liberal aflbrtment of various Euro- 
pean commodities, both of a ufeful and ornamental nature, fliould be 
fent on board from the Secretary of State’s office. From the Board of 
Ordnance the veflels were fupplied with every thing neceflary for our 
defence, and amongft other articles were four well-contrived three pound 
field pieces, for the prote6lion of our little encampment againfl any 
hoftile ’attempts of the native Indians, amongfl whom we ihould necef- 
farily have frequent occafion to refide on fhore ; and for the amufcmenfc 
and entertainment of fuch as were peaceably and friendly difpofcd to- 
wards us, we were furniflied with a moft excellent aflbrtment of well- 
prepared fireworks. So that nothing feemed to have been forgotten, or 
omitted, that might render our equipment as complete, as the nature of 
the fervice we were about to execute could be confideredy;o demand. 
But as I have hitherto only pointed out in general terms the outline of 
the intended expedition ; the various obje6ls it propofed to embrace, and 
the end it was expelled to anfwer, will be more clearly perceived by 
perufal of the inflrudiions under which I was to fail, an(l by which I 


was 
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was to govern my condu£l ; which , will 'liable the reader .to form a 
judgment,, hpw far His Majefty’s. conamands, during this voyage, have 
beep properly carried into execution. 

** By the Commilfioners. for exei^.uting the offiqe of Lord High ' 
Admiral of Great>Brit{dn aiid Ireland, &c. 

** The King having judged it expedient, that an expedition Ihould 
be immediately undertaken for ac(]^uiring a more complete knowledge, , 

than has yet been obtained, of the north- weft coaft of America ; and, 

• • • . 

the floop you command, together widi the Chatham armed tender, (the 
Lieutenant commanding which, has been direHed to follow your orders) 
having been^ equipped for that lervice ; you are, in purfuance of His 

Majefty's pleafure, fignified to us by Lord Grenville, one of His princi- 

• 

pal Secretaries of State, hereby required and dire£led, to proceed, with- 
out lofs of time, with the laid (loop and tender, to the Sandwich iflands 
in the north pacific ocean, where you are to remain during the next 
winter ; employing yourlelf very dili^ntly in the examination c(hd fur- 
vey of the laid iflands ; and, as foon as the weather (hall be favorable, 
(which may be expe6led to be in lebruary, or at lateft in march, 1792) 
you are to*repair to the north-weft coaft of America, for the purpofe 
of acquiring a iqore complete knowledge of it, as above mentioned. 

** It having been agreed, by the late convention between 'His Majefty , 
and the Catholic King, (a printed copy of which you will receive hercr 
with) that tne buildings and trails of land, fituated on the north-weft 
coaft above mentioned, or on iflands adjacent thereto, of w;hich the 
rubje£l:s of His Britannic Majefty were difpoflefled about the month of 
april, 1789, by a Spanilh officer, lhall be reftored to the faid Britilli 
V OL. I, c fubjefls. 
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fubjeds/ the court of Spafti has agreed to ieodi orders, for that purpole^ 
to its ojfficers in that part of the world ; but, as the particular fpecifi- 
cation €)i the parts to be reftored may iBll require ibme further time, it 
is intended that the King*!} orders, for this purpofe, ihall be fent out to> 
the Sandwich iftands, by a veifet to be employed to carry thither a fur> 
ther ftore of provifions Ibr Ihe floop and armed tender above mentioned, 

which it is meant ihall iiul from this coimtry in time to . reach thoie 

« 

iflands in the courfe of next winter. 

** if^ therefore, in.confequence of the arrangeotfent to be made with, 
the court of Spain, it fhould hereafter be determined that you (hould 

t c 

proceed^ in the firft inftance, to Nootki^ or elfewhere, in otder to re> 
edve, from the Spanifh officers, ftich |ands or buildings as,are to be re- 
ftored to the Britifh fubje6hi ; ordeis, to that efie£i, will be lent out by 
the veflel above mentioned. But, if ho fiich orders (hould be received 
by you previous to the end of January, ijfg 2 s you are not to watt for 
them at the Sandwich iflands, but to proceed, in fuch courfe as you 

t 0 0 * * 

may judge moft expedient ftxr the examination of the coaft above men- 
uoned, comprized between latitade 66* north and 30* nonh. 

, ** In which examinaticm the principal obje£ls which you are to keep 
in view, are, 

** ift. The acquiring accurate ihft>rmation: with refpe£l to the nature 

t": 

and extent of any water-communication which may tend, in any qonli- 
derable degree, to (aciHtate an intercourle, for the pmrp^qfes of com- 
merce, between the north- weft .coaft, and the country upon the oppoflte 
fide of the continent, which are inhabited or occupied by His Majefty’s 
lubjefls. 
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** 2 dly, Tfafi afcmaining* with as much jNrtcifion as ^toiOlible, then um> 
b^r, extent, and lituatkm of any iettlements which have been made 
wkhin the limits above mentioned,^ by any European nation, and the 
'time when fuch lettlement was firft made. 

With rerpe£l; to the firll obje£l;, it would be of great importance if it 
-fli^iskLhe found that, by means of any coi^derable inlets of the fea, or 
even of large rivers, communicating with the lakes in the interior of 
the continent, fuch an intercourfe, as hath been already mentioned, 
could be eftablifhdl ; it will therefore be neceflary, for the purppfe of 
afcertaining this pomt, that the furvey (hould be fo condufted, as not 
' only to tlfcertain the general Ime of the fea coaft, but alfo the dire8:|oii 
and extent ^of sdl fuch conliderable inlets, whether made by arms of the 
fea, or by the mouths of large rivers, zu may be likely to lead to, or fa- 
cilitate, fuch communicaticm as is above defcribed. 

** This being the principal ob^efl of the examination, fe far as relates 
to that part of the fubjefl, k neceflarily follows, that a conliderable de- 
gree of difcretion muft be left, and is therefore left t6 you, as to the 
•means of executing die fervice which His Majelly has in view; but, 
as far as any general inftru^ions can. here be given on the fubjefl, it 
feems defirable that, in order to avoid any unneceflary lols of time, you 
(hould not, and are therrfore hereby required and direfled not to pur- 
fue any inlet or river (urtfaer than it ihall appear to be navigable by 
vc^els of ^ch burthen as might iafely navigate the pacific ocean : but, 
as the navigation of fuch inlets or rivers, to the extent here ftated, 
may poflibly require that you Ihould proceed up them further than it 
might be iafe for the Hoop you command to go, you are, in foch cafe, 

•to 
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to take the command of die armed tender in perfon, at all fuch timesr 
and in fuch fituations as you (hall judge it neceffary and expedient. 

** The particular courie of the furvey muH depend on the different jsir* 
cumftances which may arife in the execution of a fervice of this na- 
ture ; it is, however, proper diat you (hould, and you are therefore here^ 
by required and dire6ied to pay a particular attention to the 
tion of the . fuppoled ftraits of Juan de Fuca, faid to be (ituated be- 
tween 48" and 49* north latitude, and to ‘lead to an opening thro 

• 

which the (loop Wa(hington is reported to have gaffed in 1789, and 
to have come out again to the northward of NootkaT The difcovcry of 
a near communication between any fuch or ftrait and any river- 
ruiining into, or from the lake of the woods, would be f particularly ule- 
ful. 

** If you (hould fail of difcovering any fuch inlet, as is above mentir 
oned, to the fouthward of Cook’s river, there is the greateft probability 
that it will be found that the faid river rifes in fome of the lakes al- 
ready kjiown to the Canadian traders^ and to the (eryants of the HudU 
(bn’s bay company j which point it would, in that cale, be material to, 
afcertain ; and you are, therefore, to endeavour to afcertain accordinglv, 
with as much precifion as the circumffances exifting at the time may 
allow : but the difcovery of any fimilar communication more to the 
fouthward ((hould any fuch exift) would be much more advantageous 
for the purpoles of commerce, and (hould, therefore, be preferably at- 
tended to, and you are, therefore, to give it a preferable attention ac- 
cordingly. 

** With refpe£l to the (econd obje£l above mentioned^ it is probable 
that more particular inftru€lions will be criven vou bv the veffel to be 

fent 
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\<nt to the Sandwich iflands as aibrefaid; but, if hotr^a to be par* 
ticblarly careful in the execution of that, ax^ every other part of the 
ler^e with which you are entruftcd, to avoid, with the utmoU caution, 
je giving any ground of jealoufy or complaint to the fubje€ls of ills 
k^Volic Majelly ; and, if you fhould fail in with any Spanilh (hips cm- 

t 

ploy^fekou any fervice fimilar to that Which is*hereby committed to you, 

f ■ * . . 

you are ro afford to the officer commanding luch (hips every poffible 

• _ ^ 

degree oji ^ii**lance *id infonnwciion, fund to offer tO him, that you, and 
(hr lid make to eii^h other, reciprocally, a free and uhreierved com- 
munication oi ail plans and charts of dilcoverics made by you and 
him ii vouft* refpcc'iv*. voyages. 

** If, in thq couf* of ai pa.t r ** this icrvicc, you, or the officers or 
the people under your command, ff^ould meet with the. fubje6b or vef- 
fels of any other power or (late, you and they are to treat them in the 
moil friendly manner, and to be careful not to do any thing which 
may give occaffon to any interruption of that peace which now hap- 
pily fub(i(b between His Majeffy and all other powers. 

,** The whole of the furvey above mentioned (if Carried on with a view 
to the objf^ before dated, without too minute and particular ah exa- 
mination ^>1^ the detail of the fdffereat parts of the coad laid down by 
it^ may, as it .s underdood, probably be completed in the dimmers of 
1 792 ^nd 1 793 ; and, in the intermediate winter, it will be proper for 
you to repair, and you are hereby required iuid diredled to repair ac- 
cordingly, to the Sandwich iOands; and, during your day there, you. 
are to endeavour to complete any part which may be un(ini(hed of your 
examination of thofe idands. 


Ader 
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' ^ ^ i 

conck^oif of your farvt^ ki die fumtner 1793> y^u 
are« if the ftate IM^ circtmftraces of . the Hoop and tencW under /your 
command will admit of it» to return to England by Cape HornK(for 
which the lisdbn will th«i probably be&vdfable;) repairing to Spithe^d> 
wh»e you arCcto remain 'until you receive further order; and lei^ng 
to oior fecretary an account of your arrival and proceedings. 

** It, leems doubtful, at prelent, how far the time may admit of your 

« 

jnaldng .any particular examination of the weflem coall of South Ame> 
rica; but, if it fiiould be pra£licahle, you are to begin fuch examination 
from die fouth point of the tfland of C)hiloe, which is in about 44° Ibuth 
latitude ; and you are, in that cafe, to dire£i your attention to afcertai'n* 
ixig what is the moft Ibuthern Spanilh fetdement on%iat coaft, and what 

-harbours there are (buth of that ^dement. 

« **.• 

•* In the execution of every part of this fervice, it is very material 
that you (hould ufe, 9 ^ you are therefore hereby ftri6dy charged to ufe 
every poflible care to avic^ difputm vdth the natives of any of the parts 
where you may touch, and to be pamcularly attentive to endeavour, 
by a judicious diftribiiUbn of the prefents, (which have been put on 
board the Hoop and tender under your command, by order of Lord 
Grenville) and by all other means, to conciliate thdr friendlhip and con> 
fidence. Given under our hands the 8th of March, lypi*** 

** To " Chatham. 

** George Vancouver, Elq. " Rd. Hopkins, 

commander of His Majefty’s Hoop ** Hood. *■ 

the Difcovery, ** J. T. Townlhend." 

At Falxnouth. 

JBy command of their Lordfliips. 

Ph. Stephens.** 


ADDI. 
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ADDITIONAL" INSTRliCfriONS. 

By the Commifiioners for executing the office ol Li^ High 
Admiral of Great-Britain wad Irelaadi; ' 

Lieutenant Hergeft* ctHnmaiidiijig i^e iDaedalus tran(]^rt, (by whom 
yoih^ll receive this) being direded to put ^himfelf uifder your com>>> 
maiui, and to follow your orders for his furdier proceedings; you are 
hereby required and dire£ted« Jto take him^ and the laid tranlpoit, un* 
der your command accordingly ; rectiving from her the provifions iuad 
(lores intended for the ufo of the flocfp you commadd, and ilie Chatham 
armed tender^ or foch parfthereof as the laid fiiip and tender (hall be 
able to (low. 

** And whereas 3rou wiH receive lierewith a duplicate of a letter from 
Count Florida Blanca, to the Spanilh officer commanding at Nootka, 
(together with a tranflation thereof) lignifying His Catholic Majeffy’s 
orders to caufo fuch officer as may be appoinfod on the part of His 
Britannic Majelly, to be put in poj^jpm of the buildings, and diftriSh, 
or parcels of lands therein defertbed, which were occupied by His Ma^ 
je^fs fvhjeSis in the month of aprU, 1789, agrembU to the Jirf arti- 
cle of the ^te convention, (a copy of which has been fent to you) and 
to deliver up an^ perfons in the feryice of Britilh (ubje6ls who may 
have been detained in thofo parts; in cafe, therefore, you (hall receive 
this at Nootka, you are to deliver to the Spanilh officer, commanding 
at that port, the above>mentioned letter from Count Florida Bianca, 
and to receive from him, conformably thereto, on the part of His 
Britannic Majelly, pofleffion of the buildings and diftri^,. and parcels 
3 pf 
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of land, of which His Majefty’s,fubje6b were poflelTed attheabov^.^ 
inendoned period. 

** In cafe, howeiwr, this Piall not find you at Npotka, when Lieuttoant 
Hergeft arfivtt thtire, but be delivered to you at the Sandwich iflanVs, 
or elfewhere, and the faid lieutenant (hall not have then carried ii^o 
execution the fervice above mentioned, (which in die event ofjys; nor 
fidling in with you he; is direfled to do) you are immediately to proceed 
to Nootka, and to carry that fervice into execution as above dire£led, 
taking the faid lieutenant and tranfport widi you ^ you lhall judge it 
neceflary. But as th^ are intended afterwards to proceed to New South 
Wales, to be emplo 3 red there, under thb orders of Commodore Phillip, 
you are not to detain them at Nootka, the Sandwich iflands, or elfe- 
where, longer than'^tnay be ablblutely neceffary, but to dire^l Lieuten> 
ant Hergeft to repair with the faid ^tranfport to port Jackfon, with fuch 
live fiock, and other refreflimcnts, as may be likely to be of ufe in the 
fettlements there ; and to touch at New Zealand in . his way, from 

whence hie is to nfe his beft endeavours to take with him one or two flax- 

« < . ■ 

dreflers, in order that the new fettlers at port Jackfon may^ if poflible, 
be properly mftru£l:ed in the management of that valuable plant. 

** Previous, however, to your di^atcbing him to port Jacklbn, you 
are to confider whether, in cafe of your not being able to take on board 
the whole of the tranfport’s cargo, any future fupply of the articles of 
which it is compofed, will be neceflary to enable you to continue your 
intended furvey ; vand, if fo, you are to be careful to fend notice there* 
of to Commodore Phillip, who will have diredions, on the receipt of 
your application, to re*diip^j^ch the tranfport, or to fend fuch other vef- 
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»i to you with the reniaitider .of iupp^ioB (a& wdl as any others 
■ly be able to furni^} to hick rendezvous as you (hajl appoint. 
[And whereas Mr. Dundas has tsai^mitted to us a (ketch of the coah 
North America, extending from Nootka down to the latitude of 47** 
including the inlet or gulph of Juan de Fuca ; and^ as from the de* 
clarMons which have lately been made, there appears to be the firongeft 
difpolition, on the part of the Spanifh court, that every alfiibmce and 
information (hould be given to His Britannic Majefty*s officers employed 
on that coaft, with a^ view to the enabling them to carry their, orders 
into execution; we (end you the faid (ketch herewith, Ibr your infor* 
mation afld u(e, and do hereby require and direQ you, to do every 
thing in your power to cultivate a good underftanffing with the officers 
and rubje6ls of His Catholic Majefty who may fell in your way, in order 
that you may reap the good, effi^ of this difpofition of the Spaniffi. 
court. 

You are to take the utmoft care in your power, on no account: 
whatever, to touch at any port on the continent of Americkf to the 
ibuthward of the latitude of 30* north, nor t« the north of that part of 
South America, where, on your return home, you are direded to com* 
mence your intended furv^ ; unlels, from any accident, you > (hall find: 
it abfolutely neyelTary, for your, immediate fafety, to take (belter there : 
and^ in cafe of fuch an event, to continue there no longer than your 
neceffities require, in order that any complaint on the part of Spain on 
diis point 'may, if poffible, be prevented. 

** If, during your continuance on the American coaft^ you (hould 
meet with any of the Chineie who were employed by Mr. Meares and. 
VoL.I. d his 
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hi^ aflociataj or anf ^ii l^iije%*« AibjeSbi ivlio taa^ have been 
captivity, you aro to recetyO theni on boc^ the (loop you comma^ 
and to accoiAd^te them in die beft manner you may be able, iiQtil 
fuch* ume as c^ortunities may be found of fending them to the dil 
rent placm to lyhich they may be defirous of being conveyed; vU 
al^g them during their 'continuance On board, in the fame-mzhner 
as the other perlbns on board the faid Hoop are viflualled. 
f* Given under our hands die 21^ of auguft, 1791” 


»‘To 

*• « 

** George Vancouver^ Efij. 

oommander of His (loop 

ihe IHfcovery. 

By command ^ tlmk Lcardlhips. 

aph. Stephens,** 


^*,Oiatham. 

** J. T. Townfliend, 
"** A, Cardnd*.” 


Letter 
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y f'lthamJUkdJimA 

^loj^oiemty to ^ foft j^<;l(»/0f ^ coovention of q^o- 

^ 79 ^ hot\fiocM 9Wr coiiit aiid ^t of Loadqii^ (jointed copes of 
l^rhich you ’will have already recced* and of which another copy is 
h^^incioTed^ in cafe ihe Xk0 have tiot come to hand) ^ou will gtve di^ 
re6iiQns that His Britamc ,Msye%^ oIBce r, who iv^ deliver this letter^ 
fliall immediately he put intA J>affelfion of the huildings and difl:ri£ls, or 
parcds'^of land« which wero^Qcpupied by the fubjedls of that fovereign 
in april, J1789* as well in the port of Nootka, or of Saint Lawrence, aa 
in the other, faid to ^be called port Cox, and to be fituated about fix* 
teen leagues diflant Xrom (the h^naer to the fouthward ; and that fxich' 
parcels or ^llrifls of land* of wldeh^e Englilh fuliye^ were dirpollefled, 
be reilored to the faid officer, in oale the Spaniards lhonld nor have given 
them up. 

** You will alfo give orders, that if (any individual in the fervice of 
firitifli fubje^ls, whether a Chinele, or of any other nation, (bould have 
been carried away and detained in thofe parts, fuch perfon ihafl be im- 
mediately delivered up to the above-mentioned officer. 

** I aHb communicate all this to the viceroy of New Spain by His 
Majelly’s command, and by the fame royal command 1 charge you 
with the moft*pun£iual and precife execution of this order. 

*• May God preferve you many years. 

. (Signed) *' The Count Florida Blanca.** 

** Aranjuez, 12th may, 1791. 

** To the governor or commander 
of the port at Saint Lawrence.** 
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By the CqtcQxniflieiien for executmg the office of Lorc^ 
High Admiral of Great-Britain and Ireland, &c. 

** I N additiofi tO former orders, you are hereby required and dii^- 
cd, by all proper conveyances, to fend to our fecretary, for our intor| 
mation, accounts of your proceedings, and copies of the furveys ang 
drawings you ihall have m^db ; and, upon your arrival in £ugland>,^6u 
are immediately to repair to this office, in order to lay before us a lull 
account of your proce^ings in the wholo courle of your voyage ; ta- 
king care, before you leave the floo*p, to demsmd £rpm. the officers, and 
pcuy>officers, tlie log-books, journals, drawings, Slc, they may have 

kcpvand to feal them up for our infpe 3 ionf and enjoining them, and. 

\ 

the whole crew, not to divulge where they have been until they fiiall 
have permiffion fo to do : and you aib to dire6i the lieutenant com- 
manding the Chatham armed tender to do the lame, with refpefl to 
the office'rs, petty-officers, and crew of that tender. 

** Given under our hands the loth of auguft, 1791V* 

** To " Chatham. 

** Gteorge Vancouver, Efq. ** J. T. Townfliend. 

commander of His Majefty’s floop “ A. Gardner.” 

the DHcovery. 

By command of their Lordfhips. 

Ph. Steohens." 


AmongH 
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‘ Amongft other obje£b demanding *niy auction, whilft engaged in 
carrying thele orders into execution, ho opportunity was nogle£^ to 
remove, as far as I was capable, all' [ud& errors as had crept into the 
fc^nce of navigation, and to eftablilh, in their place, fuch fai^^att 
would tend to facilitate the grand objeft of finding the longitude at 
fea ; which now feems to be brought nearly* to a certa^ty, by pur- 
fuing the lunar method, allifted by a good chronometer. On this, as 
well as fome other fubjefls, i£ is highly probable, that great prolixity 
and repetition will be^found in the following pages ; it will, however, 
readily appear to the candid peruiers of this voyage, that, as the pri- 
mary defign of the undertaking was to obtain ufeful knowledge, ib it 
became an indifpenlable duty, on my part, to ufe my utmofl: ^^tions 
and abilities in doing juftice to the original intention ; by detaifig the 
information that arole in the execution of it, in a way calculated to 
inJiruB, even though it (hould fail to entertain. And when the writer 
alleges, that from the age of thirteen, his whole life, to the commence- 
ment of this expedition, (fifteen months only excepted) has bedn de- 
voted to conftant employment in His Majefty’s naval feryice, he feels, 
and vrith all poflible humility, that he has fome claims to the indulgence 
of a generous public ; who, under fuch circumfiances, will not expe6l 
to find elegance of diction, purity of ilyle, or unexceptionable gram- 
maticid accuracy : but will be fatisfied with " a plain unvamifhed” rela- 
tion, ^given vrith a rigid attention to the truth *of fuch tranfa£l;ions and 
circumftanc6s as appeared to be worthy of recording by a naval officer, 
whofe greatell pride is to deferve the appellation of being zealous in the 
fervice of his king and country. 




EdUor, 

a confidenble delay has necffiiMrily (alKaQ.jdace in the pitiblic^tion of tlua 
work, in confequence pf the dcceal^ .Haf die late^ Captain Vanepuyer, it 
becomes of abfolute ncoeifity to give an. appurate account of thp; jfote.of ^ 
work at the period when bis laft fatal indl^ofition seqidered hiia iftcapa^O 
attending any more to bulinefs t left the naelanchoty event wbicH has reurde# 
its completion (hould tend to a&id; its auchenticicy in the public opinion. 

The two hrll; volumes, excepting the introdud^lbn* «hd as far as page 288 of 
the third and laft volume, were printed: r and Captain Vvicouver had finifhed 
a laborious examination of the imprefliQii, and had compared it with the en> 
graved charts and headlands of his difeoyeries, from the coonmencement of his 
furvey in the year 1 79\, to the conclufion. of it at the port of Valparaifo, on 
his return to England tn the year 11,795^. * fie hs 4 alfb prepared the introducr 
tion, and a ^further part of the joarnal as hur. aa 408 of the laft volume. 
The Whole, therefore, of the important part of the work, which comprehends 
his geographical difeoveriea and improvement^, is now prefented to the public, 
exadtiy as it would have been had Qiptain Vancouver been ftill living. The 
notes which he had made on his journey from the port of Valparaifo jio his 
arrival at St. Jago dc Chili, the capital of that kingdom^ were unfortunately loft ; 
and 1 am indebted to Captain Puget for having eflifted me with his obferva- 
tions on that bccafion. 

Ever fince Captain Vancouver’s laft cetum to England, his hedth had been 
in a very debilitated ftate, and his conftitution was evidently fo much ipipalred 
the arduous fervices in which, from bis earlieft youib, he had been conftant- 
ly engaged*, that his friends dared to indulge but little hope that he would 
continue many years amongft them. Not with ftanding that it pleafed the Di> 
vine Providence to fpare his life until he had been able to revife and complete 

the account of the geographical part of his late. Voyage of Pifeovery, a cir> 

• 

* The late Captain Vancouver was appointed to the Rcfolution by Captain Cook in the autumn of 
the yegr 17719 and on his return from that voyagejrouxid the woprid, he undertook in the out* 

iGt and equipment of the Difcovci^r, deftined to acepr^any Captain Cook on his iaft voyage to the 
North pole, which was concluded in oftober, 1780. On thegftli of deember following be was made 
a lieutenant into the MEartin floop; in this veiTd .hft continued until he was removed into the Fanw, 
one of Lord Rodney’s fleet in the Weft-Indies, .where he.remained iintil the middle of the year 
In the year 1784 he was appointed to, knd failed in the Europa to Jamaica, on which ftatidn he cem* 
tinned until her return to .England in Siepteniher 1789, Qfi the ift pf Januaty, 1799, be was ap;^ 
pointed to the Difeovery, but Coon afterwards was removed to the Courageux ; here he lemained until 
clcccmbcr, 179c, when he was made inafter and commander, and appointed, io the JOj^Hoovery* In 
auguft, 1791, he was, without iblicitat;on, promoted to the rank of poft captain, and was paid ofF on 
tlie conclufxon of his laft voyage in novcnibcr, 1795. After this period he was conftantly employrd, 
until within a few weeks of bis dcccaic, in may, 1798, in preparing the following journal for publi- 
cation. 

cumftance 



ADVERTISEMENT. 

cumfta'nce which muft ev^ be regarded as inoft fortunate by all the friends of 
fcience, and efpecially J>y thofe pro/eilional perfons who may hereafter be likely 
to follow hintj through the intricate labyrinth which he has fo minutely explored; 
yet it will everbba confidi^ratiOB of much regret, that he did not furvive to per- 
fe(9; the narrattvoof his labours. He had made many curious obfervations'on the 
natural hiftoi^ irf the feverai countries he had yifited, and on the manners, cuf- 
toms, laws and religion, of the various people with whom he had met, or amongft 
whom he had oceafionally refided ; but had been induced to poftpone thefe mif- 
cellaneous matters, left the regular diary of the voyage ihould be interrupted by 
the introduction of fuch defultory obfervations. Thefe he had intended to pre- 
fent in the form of a fupplannentary or concluding chapter, but was prevented 
from fo doing by the unfortunate event of his illnels. * 

Moft of the papers, which contain thefe tnterefting^iarticulars, are too con- 
cife and too unconnected for me to* attempt any arradgement of them, or to 
fubmit them to the reader without hazarding Oiptain Vancouver's Judgment as 
an obferver, or hts reputation as a narrator, rigidly devoted to the truth. But 
as fome of the notes, which he made upon the fpot, are of too valuable a nature 
to be intirely loft, 1 (hall venture to fubjoin them to the Hiftory of theVoyage, 
as nearly as pofllble in his own words, without attempting any fuch arrange- 
ment of them, as .might tend to diminiih their authenticity, or bring into 
doubt that fcrupulous veracity from which Captain Vancouver never departed- 
The whole narrative of the Voyage of Difcovery having been brought to its 
conciufion at Valparaifo, by Captain Vancouver himfelf, there only remains for 
me to .add, that in preparing for the pmfs the fmall remainder of his journal, 
comprehending the pal&ge round Cape Horn to St. Helena, and from thence 
to England, 1 have ftriClIy adhered to the rough documents before me ; but as 
no new incidents occurred in this part of the voyage, and as the infertion of 
log-book minutes, over a i^ce which is new ib frequently traverftx), cannot 
cither he ufeful or entertaining^ I have endeavoured to comprefs this ponion of 
the journal into as few pages as poflible. * 

In performing this painful talk, 1 have had fevere and ample cauie to (ament 
the melancholy office to which 1 have been compelled,, by the lofs of him 
whofe early departure from this life has deprived His Majefty of an aCkive and 
able officer, truth and fcience of a fteady fupporter, fociety of an uniformly 
valuable member, and in addition to the feelings of many who live to regret the 
iofs of a fincere friend, 1 have to deplore that of a moft affectionate brother. 


JOHN VANCOUVER. 
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Tranra6lions from the commencement of the expedition, 
until our departure from Otaheite, 

CHAPTER 1 . 

Equipment of the Discovery and the Chatham — Departure from 
Falmouth — Vifit and tranfaBions at Teneriffe— Occurrences and obferva- 
tions during the pajfage to the Cape of Good Hope — TrarfaMions there, 
and departure thence. 


1790. 

X)CCClllDCI*« 


UN the 15th of December, 1790, I had the honor of receiving my Wedncf. 15. 
comrniflion as conlhiander of His Majefty’s floop the Difcovery, then 
lying at Deptford, where, the next morning, I joined her, and began ThurfdayiS, 
entering men. 

Lieutenant ^illiam Robert Broughton having been felefted as a proper 
officer to command the Chatham, he was accordingly appointed; but the 
repairs ffie demanded prevented her equipment keeping pace with that of v— 
the Difcovery; which in raoft refpefls being completed by thurfday the Thurfda 76 » 
( 5 th of January, 1791, the fails were bent, and the Ihip got in readinefs to • 

VoL, I. * B proceed 
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proceed down the river. With' a favorable wind on the following day we 
failed, and anchored in Long Reach about five in the evening. Although 
this trial of the Ihip may appear very infignificant, yet as fhe had never 
been under fail, it was not made without fome anxiety. Tlie confiruftion 
of her upper works, for the fake of adding to the comfort of the accom- 
modations, differing materially from the general fafhion, produced an un- 
fightly appearance ; and gave rife to various opinions unfiivorable to her 
qualities as a fea-boat ; for which reafon it was natural to pay the minuteft 
attention to her fleering, and other properties when in motion ; and we 
obtained in the courfe of this fhort expedition, the pleafing profpc6l of 
her proving handy, and in all other refpe6ls a very comfortable veffel. 
Various neceflary occupations* detained us in 'Long Reach until the 
26th, when, having taken on board *all •ur ordnance ftores, and fuch 
things as were wanted from Deptford dock yard, wc proceeded down the 
river on our way to Portfmouth. My orders for this purpofe were accom- 
panied by another, to receive on board and convey to his native country 
Totoraro, an Indian, from one of the Sandwich Illands, who had been 
brought from thence by fome of the north tvefl American traders in July 
17S9. This man had lived, whilft in England, in great obfeurity, and 
(Hdnot feera in the Icaft to have benefited by his refidence in this country. 

llnf&vorable winds prevented our reaching the Downs until the 30th ; 
where they Hill continued, and, being attended with very boifterous wea- 
ther, detained us until the 3d of february ; when, with a flrong gale 
from the northward, we proceeded down channel. About noon we 
paffed the South Foreland, and had the misfortune to lofo John Brown, 
who fell overboard, and was drowned. He was one of the Carpenter’s 
mates, an exceedingly good man, and very much regretted. About noon 
on the 5th we anchored at Spithead, where Rear-Admiral Goodall’s flag 
was flying on board His Majefty’s fhip Vanguard, in company with 
twelve fail of the line, and feveral frigates. 

Some defefls in the Ihip’s head were already evident, as the bum- 
kins, and a confiderable part of tlie head were now wafhed away. 
Thefe repairs, with fuch other duties as were neceflary, I gave orders to 
have executed ; and mv nrefence beine required in London, I repaired 

thither ; 
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thither ; where I remained until the 27th, vhen I returned to Portfmouth, »79»i 
with orders to proceed to Falmouth. t 

On former voyages of this defcription, it had been cullomary to pay 
the officers and fhip’s company, the wages that had become due wfiilft they 
had been employed in the equipment of the veffels, which in general had 
occupied fix months or upwards ; enabling them by fuch means more 
effeftually to provide themfelves with thofe comfqrts which fuch long and 
remote fervices ever demand. But as a fimilar payment to the crews of 
the Difeovery and Chatham, (whofe complements were now complete) for 
the fhort time they had been in pay, would have been of little afliflance ; 
the Lords of the Admiralty, at my felicitation, had the goodnefs to grant 
them three months pay in advance ; whieh was accordirtgly received free 
of all dedu£lions. 

I have already mentioned that the Navy Board had fupplied me with an 
affortment of m|thematical inftruments ; and the Board of Longitude, in 
compliance with the wifhes of the Admiralty, provided in addition two 
chronometers ; one made by the late eminent Mr. Kendall, (the excellence 
of which had been manifefted on board the Difeovery during Captain 
Cook’s laft voyenge, and which had lately been cleaned and put into order 
by its very worthy and ingenious maker, a fhort time before his deceafe ;) 
the other lately made by Mr. Arnold. Thefe had both been depofit^ at 
the obfervatory of the Portfmouth academy, for the purpofe of finding 
thefir refpe 61 :ive errors, and for afeertaining their rate of going. The for- 
mer was delivered to me, with fuch obfervations as had been made to that March, 
efFe 61 ; whenge it appeared to be faft of mean time at Greenwich, on the * ' 
ifl of March at noon, 1' 30" 18'", and to be gaining on mean time at the Tuefday 1. 
rate of G' 12'" per Hay. The latter was direfted to be put on board the 
Chatham, which velTel had now arrived from the river. 

Having completely finifhed our bufinefs with the dock-yard on thurf- ThurfSay j 
day evening, jvc dropped down to St. Helen’s, and the next morning Friday 4. 
proceeded down channel, leaving the Chatham behind, not as yet quite 
ready to accompany us ; in our way we flopped at Guerrifey, and on the 
12th arrived at Falmouth, where I was to wait the arrival of the Chat- Saturday i« 
ham, and to receive my final inftruftions for the profecution of the 

B 2 voyage. 
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voyage. An Admiralty meffenger prefented rne with the latter on fun- 
day the 20th ; but the Chatham did not arrive until the 31ft, when Lieu- 
tenant Broughton, who had orders to put himfelf under my command, 
recei\'ed Inch lignals and iiihruBions as were ncceflary on this occafion. 
He informed me, that they had experienced a very boifterous paffage from 
Spitliead, and that the Chatham had proved fo very crank, as, in fome 
inftanccs, to 6cca(ion confiderable alarm. The length of lime I had al- 
ready waited for her arrival rendered this intelligence very unpleafant 
as, demanding immediate attention, it would caufe further delay, which: 
I much wilhed to avoid; efpecially as a fiivorable gale for clearing the 
channel now prevailed. The apprehenfion of further detentiori by 
contrary winds, fhould we lofe the prefent opportunity by breaking up 
the Chatliam’s hold for the receptioli of* more ballall, induced me to 
refort to another expedient, that of lending her all our fliot, which when 
flowed amidfliips as low down as pollible, and every weight removed 
from above, we flattered ourfclves would be the means of affording a. 
temporary relief to this inconvenience. 

A gentle breeae from the n.e. at day dawn on friday the ift of april,. 
enabled us to fail out of Carrack road, in company with the Chatham ; 
and at midnight we took a long farewell of our native fhores. The 
Lizard lights bore by compafs n.n.w. i w. about eight leagues diftant ; 
and the wind being in the weflern quarter, wc flood to the fouthward. 
Towards the morning of the 2d, on the wind’s lliifting. to the fouth, ’we 
flood to the weftward, clear of the Englifli channel; with minds, it may 
eafily be conceived; not entirely free from ferious and contemplative re- 
fleflions. The remote and barbarous regions, which were now deflined, 
for .Ibme years, to be our tranlitory places of abode,* were not likely to 
afford us any means of communicating with our native foil, our fami- 
lies, our friends or favorites, whom w’e were now leaving far behind ; and 
to augment thefe painful reflcftions. His Majefly’s proclan[iatioti had ar- 
rived at Falmouth, the evening prior to our departure, offering bounties 
for manning the fleet ; feveral fail of the line were put into commiffion, 
and flag officers appointed to different commands : thefe were circum- 
ftanccs fimilar to thole under which, in augufl, 1776, 1 had failed 

' from 
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from England in the Difcovery, commanded by ‘Captain Clcrke, on a ^ 79 |* 
voyage which in its objeft nearly refembled the expedition we were now u— 
about to undertake. This very unexpefted armament could not be re- 
garded without caufing various opinions in thole who, from day to 
day, would have opportunities of noticing the feveral meafures inclining 
to war or peace ; but to us, deftined, as it were, to a long and remote 
exile, and precluded, for an indefinite period of. time, from all chance 
of becoming acquainted with its refult, it was the fource of inexpreflible 
folicitude, and our feelings on the occafion may be better conceived 
than defcribed. , 

Having no particular route to the pacific ocean pointed out in my in- 
ftruftions, and being left* at perfeft liberty to purfue that which appeared 
the moft eligible, I did not hefitate* to prefer the paflage by way of the 
cape of Good Hope, intending to vifit the Madeiras, for the purpofe 
of procuring wyie and refrelhments. Our courle was accordingly fo 
diretled againll winds very unfavorable to our willies. At noon on the 
,qd we reached the latitude of 48“ 48' north, longitude, by the chronometer, Sunday 3. 
6" 55' well ; where the cloudy weather preventing our making the necef- 
liiry obfervations on the fun eclipled produced no finall degree of con- 
cern ; as with the late improvement of applying deep magnifying pow- 
ers to the telefcopes of fextants, the obfervations on folar eclipfes.are 
rendered very cafy to be made at fea ; and although we were not fortu- 
nate'enough on this occafion to procure fuch, at the interelling periods of 
the ecllple, as would have put this iirfprovement fully to the tell, yet 
it was evidenuthat thefe obfervations to perfons not much accuflomed to 
allronomical purfuits would be rendered plain and eafy, by the refle6led 
image of the fun being brought down to the horizon ; fo that the begin- 
ning and the end of the eclipfe would be afeertained by the help of thele 
deep magnifying telefcopes with great precifion ; and probably it may 
not be unworihy the attention of the Board of Longitude to contrive, 
and caufe fuch calculations to be publilhed, as would tend to render 
thefe obfervations generally ufeful in the various parts of the globe, with- 
out the tedious procefs of calculating eclipfes. The wind, continuing in 
. the fouthern quarter, rendered our progrefs flow ; the weather, however, 

being 
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ApnV ^^*^6 clear, afforded lis employment in taking fome good lunar obferva- 
tions ; which, reduced to the 12th at noon, gave the mean refult of four 
TuefiUy li. taken by me, 1 2® 24' weft longitude ; four fets taken by Mr.Whidbey, 

12® 30' ; the chronometer at the fame time (hewing 12® 9' ; and as I con- 
fidered the latter to be neareft the truth, the lunar oblervations appeared 
to be i5'to^2i' too far to the weftward. The longitude, by dead 
reckoning, 13® 22', and the latitude 44® 22' north. The error in reckon- 
ing amounting almoft to a degree, feemed moft likely to have been occa- 
fioned by our not having made fufficient allowance for the variation of 
the com pals on our firft failing, as, inftead of allowing from 22® to 25®* 
which was what we efteemed the variation, our oblervations for afeertain- 
ing this faft, when the (hip was fufficicntly fteady*, (hewed the variation to 
be 28® and 29® weftwardly. Thefe opportunities, however, had not 
occurred fo frequently as I could have wi(hed, owing to a conftant irre- 
gular fwell that had accompanied u? lince leaving the land, and caufed fo 
much motion and pitching, that the whole head railings, bumkins, &c. 
were again wafhed away. 

Saturday 16. Jn latitude 42® 34' nottli, longitude 12® 31' weft, the variation of die 
compafs, by the mean refult of fix fets of obfervations taken by three 
compaffes differing from 25® 57' to 27“ 35^ was obferved to be 26® 29' 
welWardly. The current was found to let in a direftion e.n.e. at the 
rate of a quarter of a mile per hour. The whole of die day being per- 
fectly calm, with remarkably fine weather, induced me to embrace*^ the 
opportunity of unbending all ofir fails which wanted alteration, and to 
bend an entire new fuit ; thele I caufed to be foaked over board for fome 
hours, that the lea water might diffolve the fize ufed^ in making the can- 
vafs, and by that means aCl as a preventive againft the mildew in hot 
rainy weather. This procefs might probably be found ufeful in the 
operation of bleaching. 

On our departure from England, I did not intend ufing any antifeptic 
provifions, until the refrelhments which we might be enabled to procure 
at the Madeiras (hould be exhaufted; but light baffling winds, together 
with the crank fituation and bad failing of the Chatham, having fo 
Thurfday 2 1 . retarded our progrefs, that, by the 21ft, we were advanced no further 

’ than 
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than the latitude of 35® 7' north, longitude 14* 40* weft: four krout and ^ 7 ^** 
portable broth had, for fome days, been ferved on board each of the 
veffels ; the ftore rooms had been cleared, cleaned, and wafhed with vine- 
gar, and the ftiip had been fmoked with gunpowder mixed with vinegar. 

As I had ever confidered fire the moft likely and efficacious means to keep 
up a conftant circulation of frelh and pure air throughout a ftiip ; in the 
fore part of every day good fires were burning batween decks, and in the 
well. Both decks were kept clean, and as dry as poffible, and notwith- 
ftanding the weather was hot, and the fmoke and heat thence arifing was 
confidered as inconvenient and difagreeaye, yet I was confident that a due 
attention to this particular, and not wafliing too frequently below, were 
indifpenfable precaution*, and would be jJroduftive of the moft falubrious 
and happy eff^fts in preferving^he health and lives of our people. Thefe 
preventive meafures becoming the ftanding orders of the Difeovery, 
it will be unncQc^flary hereafter to rppeat that they were regularly en- 
forced, as they were obferved throughout the voyage with the ftrifteft 
attention. It may not, however, on this fubjeft, be improper to remark 
that if inftead of bifeuit, feamcn were provided with frcfti foft bread, 
which can eafily be made very good at fca, and a large proportion of 
wholefome water, where the nature of the fcrvices will admit of fuch a 
fupply, they would add greatly to the prefervation of that moft valuable 
of all bleffings, health. 

'Hie evening of the 23d, being remarkably fine and ferene, brought Saturdayaa. 
us in fight of the iftand Porto San6lo, bearing by compafs s.w. iw. Sunday 24. 
20 leagues diftant ; the next afternoon we pafled its meridian, when 
the chronometer ftiewing its longitude to be 16® 24' 15", varying only 
one minute to the weftward of the true longitude of that iftand, proved 
itfelf to be going very well. As Madeira was our objeft, every ef- 
fort was exerted to gain Funchal Road, until the evening of the 25th, Monday 25. 
when the wind becoming exceffively variable, and the weather gloomy 
and unfettlcd, that ftation feemed ineligible for executing the fervice 
of which the Chatham ftood in need; namely, the breaking up her 
hold, for the purpofe of receiving a large portion of ballaft. Confider- 
ing therefore the roadftead of 8“ Cruz as better calculated for this bulinels. 


. we 
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April, 

I'ueiday 26. 


'i'hurfday 28* 


Friday 29. 


we proceeded towards Teneriffe. The wind which had been gene- 
rally from the weft, veered round by the north, as we advanced to 
the fouthward, and fettled in the n.e. trade, accompanied with fine 
pleafant weather, which, on the 26th, in latitude 30" 54' north, afforded 
me an opportunity of obtaining feveral fets of lunar diftances with the 
different fexunts in the fhip. Thefe were twelve in number, of the fol- 
lowing eminent makersi in London, (viz.) Ramfden, Dollond, Trough- 
ton, Adams, and Gilbert, though the greater number were made by Mr. 
Ramfden. They all agreed exceedingly well together, and their mean 
refult fhewed the longitude to bp 16“ 21' 32"; the chronometer made the 
longitude i6“ 31' 15" weft; and as. there could be no doubt of the lat- 
ter being neareft the truth, thd refult of the lufiar obfervations, by the 
feveral fextants, appeared to be 9' 43" too far to the eaftward. On the 
other fide of the moon, my lunar obfervations were 15' to the weft of the 
true, or nearly the true, longitude,, as was proved on .our making the 
Madeiras. This evinces the accuracy with which thefe obfervations are 
in general capable of being made witli good inftruraents, and by a care- 
ful obferver. 

In the morning of the 28th, tlie pic of Teneriffe was feen bearing by 
compafs s.w. about fixteen leagues diftant ; and, in the evening, as we ap- 
proached the roadftead of S'* Cruz, we were met by the mafter attendant, 
who placed the fhip in what, he faid, he conceived the bell birth in the 
roadftead, and the Chatham in our immediate neighbourhood. 

When the fhip was fccured, an officer was fent to inforin the governor 
of our arrival, and to folicit his permiffion to take on board fuch wine, 
and refreftiments as we required; but having underftood that he had 
waved a return of falute to fome of His Majefty’s ftiips that had lately 
vifited Tenerifi'e; I did not choofe to rifk a refufal, however polite, to 
comply with this compliment. The officer was civilly received j and the 
contraftor was, the next morning, direfted to fupply the different articles 
of which we flood in need. 

Accompanied by Mr. Broughton, Mr. Menzies, and fome of the other 
officers, on friday forenoon, I waited on his excellency Sen' Don An- 
tonio Guitierres, the governor general of the Canaries, who then refided 

in 
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in the city of S‘* Cruz. His excellency received us with the politenefs X: 
ufual on thefe occaiions, and aflured us of his readinefs to afford us every u— v- — ^ 
aflillance ; but apologized that the poverty of the country prevented his 
inviting us to his table. Attended by the fame party, on funday I vifited Sunday i. 
the city of Lagoona, and after fatisfying our curiolity with its external 
appearance, we returned to Cruz, and dined with Mr. J^^oney, an 
Irifh gentleman, to whofe hofpitality we were greatly indebted. Had we 
not fortunately met with him immediately on our- landing, we fhould 
have been much inconvenienced, sm there did not appear another perfon 
on the ifland who was inclinable to offer ns fhelter from the fcorching 
rays of the fun, or to afford us the fmalleft refrefhment. 

We had the i mortificadon, this morning, of finding tfie fmall bower 
cable cut throu^nearly in the ftiiddle, which feemed to have been occa- 
fioned by an anchor lying at the bottom. The lofs of an anchor in a 
fituation where no. other could be procured, was a matter of ferious con- 
cern ; no pains were fpared to regain it until the afternoon of the 5th, Thuiiday 5 , 
when all our exertions proved ineffe6lual ; and being apprehenfive that 
other loft anchors might be in its vicinity, we weighed, went further out, 
and again anchored in 30 fathoms water on a foft dark oozy bottom 
intermixed with fmall white fhells, having the northernmoft church fteeple 
in a line with the center of the jetty, bearing by comjgafs n. 48 w. 
and the fouthernmoft fort s. 71 w. about tliree quarters of a mile 
from the town. This anchorage appeared to be far preferable to our for- 
mer fituation, being nearly as convenient to the landing place, without 
the hazard of damaging the cables by anchors which fmall veffels might 
have loft nearer in fhore; and which is the only danger to be appre- 
hended here, as the bottom is good holding ground, and, to all ap- 
pearance, perfeftly free from rocks. 

The fu^f that had beaten with great violence on the fhores for fome days 
paft, and for fhekering againft which the pier of S‘* Cruz is but ill contri- 
V'cd, had much retarded the Chatham’s bufinefs of taking on board Ihingle 
ballaft, and prevented the completion of that objeft until late on faturday Saturday 7. 
night, wlien we put to fea, and direfted our courfe to the fouthward. 

• The ballaft which the Chatham had now taken on board certainly pre- 
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vented her being fo very crank, but it did not feem to have contributed to 
her failing, as the Difeovery ftill preferved a great fuperiority in that refpeS:. 

Not having fuppofed we (hould have been fo long detained at Tene- 
riife, I took no Heps for making aftronomical obfervations on fliorc; 
thofe taken on board (hewed the longitude by the chronometer to be 
i6® 17' 5",, only 50" to the weftward of the true longitude, as laid down 
in the requilite tables*: the latitude by our obfervations was 28® 28' 38", 
and the variation, by the mean refult of all our cards and compalfes,. 
was 16® 38^ diflfering from 15*58'' tp 17® 17' weftwardly. 

For the information of thofe who may be induced to vifit Teneriffe 
at this feafon of the year with the hope of procuring refrefhments, I 
muft remark, Aat we found the wine, water, hnd beef exceedingly good, 
and were induced to take fome days fufJply of the latte*f%o fea ; but fruit, 
vegetables, poultry, and all kinds of live ftock were very indifferent, and 
moft extravagantly expenfive. . 

Towards noon of the 8th, we loft fight of the Canaries. The trade 
wind blew a pleafant gale, the fea was fmooth, and the weather, being 
fine, enabled us to make fome excellent lunar obfervations ; thofe I took 
ftiewed the longitude to be 16*52*36"; thofe taken by Mr. Whidbey 
16® 52' 30"; and the chronometer (hewed 16® 47* 45". The latitude, at 
this time, wa| 27® 5' north ; and the variation, by three compalfes differ- 
ing from 15*10' to 18*51', was 17® 33' 40" weftwardly. 

Our courfe from the Canaries was direfted to the weftward of the 


cape De Verds, which we gained fight of and paffed on the forenoon of 
Saturday 14. the 14th. The N.v/. extremity of the ifland of St. Afltonio appeared, 
by our obfervations, to be fituated in 17® 10' north latitude, and 25“ 3' 22". 
weft longitude ; the variation of the compafs 1 2® 32' 1 5" weftwardly. The 
frelh beef that we had brought from Teneriffe being exhaufted, on the 
Wednef. 18. igth, portable broth and four krout were again ferved to the (hip’s crews ; 

at this time we had reached the latitude of 9® 35' north, longitude 23® 27' 
weft, when the weather, which had been pleafant and attended with a 
frelh gale from the n. e. very materially altered : the wind llackened and 
veered round to the north, and the atmofphere, though not cloudy, was 
encumbered with a bright haze nearly approaching to, a fog but without 

the 
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the leaft xlampnefs or humidity. Through this medium the heavenly 
bodies were liifficiently vifible whilft terreftrial olijefts were only dif- ^ 

cernible at fmall diftances. This very fingular appearance continued a few 
days until the 21ft, when, in latitude 6® 20' north, and longitude 22*40' Saturday «i. 
weft, the northerly breeze died away, the denfe atmofphere difappeared.and 
they were fucceeded by calm, cloudy, hot weather, the thermometer ftand< 
ing from 80® to 83®, attended with fome heavy fliowers of raj/i and gufts 
of wind in various dire6lions, though generally from the eaftern quarter 
between n. e. and fouth. Our progrefs, with this kind of weather, was 
flow until the 24th, when, in latitude 4* 25' north, longitude 21° 36^ weft, Tucfdays^. 
we feemed to have pafled the line of thofo unpleafant and frequently un- 
healthy regions. The fteadinefs of the gentle gale, and the ferenity of 
the weather indicated our having reached the s.e, trade ; thefe conjec- 
tures jvere foon-oiablifhed by the wind gradually increaftng, fo that, about 
midnight on the 27th, we crofled the equator in 25® 1 5' weft longitude. Friday 
The variation to'tliis point had gradually, though not very regularly, 
decreafed to about 9® weftwardly; and the lunar obfervations, lately 
taken, had correfponded within a few minutes with the longitude (hewn 
by the chronometer. 

Crofling the equator fo far to the weftward has been frequently obje6led 
to, as being liable to entangle (hips with the coaft of Brazil. 1 am, 
however, of a different opinion, and conceive many advantages are de- 
rived,by thus crofling the line ; fuch as, purfuing a track deftitute of 
thofe calms and heavy rains, which are ever attendant on a more eaft- 
wardly route. By every information I have been enabled to coliedt, it 
does not appear that much is to be gained in point of diftance by crofling 
the equator in a more eaftwardly longitude ; fince it feems that veffels 
which have purfued their foutherly courfe to crofs the line under the 
loth, 15th, or 20th meridian of weft longitude, have, by the trade 
wind blowing there in a more foutherly direflion, been driven equally 
as far weft, to ihe 25th, 26th, and 27th degrees of tveft longitude before 
they have been enabled to gain the variable winds, without the benefit of 
a conftant breeze and fair weather, which with the very little interrup- 
tion betv^n the 21ft and 24th, was experienced during this paffage. 

C 2 From 
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Thurfday 9. 


Sunday 12. 


TueTday 28. 


From the equator, with a brifk trade wind, we fleered with a full fail 
and flowing fheet ; which by the ifl of June brought us to the latitude of 
y“52'fouth, longitude 29® 7' weft; whence we ceafed ftretching further 
to the weftward, and made a courfe good a few degrees to the eaftward 
of fouth ; fo that on the 9th we had reached the latitude of 19® 47' fouth, 
longitude 27“ 27' weft, approaching to the parallel of the iflands Trina- 
dada and I^artin Vas. The wind now permitted our fleering well to the 
eaftward of fouth ; but leftan error fhould have exifted in our longitude, 
or in that of thofe iflands, I direfted the Chatham to incrcafe her diftance 
from us by holding a fouth courft,/for the purpofe of gaining a view 
of that land ; by fun-fet we *were in the latitude of 20' 9' fouth, the 
parallel of thofe iflands, but faw nothing of them. The longitude of the 
former is Hated to be 28“ 50'i that of the latter 28® 3j^weft ; allowing 
their longitude, and that of the fhip, to have been accurately afcertained, 
we pafled them at the diftance of 24 and 19 leagues. 

On the 1 2th we crofTed the fouthern tropic in 25® 18' t^eft longitude ; the 
variation of the compafs had now gradually decreafed to 4® 30' weftward- 
ly, and having lately taken many very good lunar diftanccs of the fun and 
ftars on different fides of the moon, I aflumed their mean refult as the true 
longitude, or nearly fo ; by which, the obfervations for the longitude, 
according to the chronometer, appeared to be 14' 25" too far to the eaft* 
ward ; whence it fhould appear, that it was not gaining quite fo much as 
had been allowed in confequence of its rate, as afcertained at Portftnouth. 
After crofling the tropic of Cancer, the wind became very variable, as 
well in point of ftrength as in direftion, fo that on the 28th we had only 
advanced to the latitude of 31® 56' fouth, longitude 4® 18' weft. 

The weather was in general very pleafant : and J.he Chatham, to our 
great mortification, continued to fail equally flow in light as in frefh gales, 
which materially affefted the progrefs of our voyage ; the objeft of which 
was of fuch a nature that it would allow of no opportunity being pafled 
by, that, with propriety, could be embraced for the advaheement of geo- 
graphy and navigation ; and as Captain Cook’s chart of the Sandwich 
iflands prefented little field for any improvement that could occupy the 
fevcral winters we were likely to pafs in their vicinity, I refolved in our 

way’ 
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way to the pacific ocean to vifit the s.w. part of New Holland, and en- 
deavour to acquire fome information of that unknown, though interelling UpIv*— 
country. Having much bufinels to perform at the cape of Good Hope 
in tlie carpenter’s department, it became expedient, for the carrying into 
execution the whole of my plan, that no time Ihould be loft ; particu> 
larly as our paflage from England had already exceeded the limits of ray 
expe6Utions. Thefe reafons induced me to Aiake the beft of our way 
in the Difeovery to the cape of Good Hope, and ftiould the Chatham be 
able to keep up with us, ftie was direfted fo to do; if otherways, Mr. 
Broughton was provided with rufficienainftru6lions. 

The wind was light and variable, until the ift july,Jn latitude 33*54' >• 

fouth, Iongii|ude 58' 40" weft, it blew a fine gale from the n.n.e. atten- 
ded with plealant weather ; the Chatham until this evening remained in 
fight, but in the morning was not within the limits of our horizon. As 
we approached'ihe African Ihore th® weather became very unfettled, with . , 

fudden tranfitions from calms to heavy gales, attended with much thunder, 
lightning, and a heavy fwell from the weft ward and s.w. One of thefe 
gales, on the 5th, reduced us for a few hours to our courfes. The wind Tuefday 5. 
became fouthwardly with pleafant weather on the 7thi when a ftrange Thurfday 7. 
fail was deferied to the n. e. holding a courfe, as if intending to pafs 
the Cape, and fome of us thinking the fea was difcoloured, we tried for 
foundings, but found no bottom with 140 fathoms of line. After pa Ring 
the 27“ of fouth latitude, many oceanic birds were our conftant compa- 
nions, confining of three kinds of albatroftes, the quebrantahuelTos, 
pintadoes, tHfe footy, the black, and fmall blue petrels, with fome few 
other fmall birds oi[, tlie fame tribe ; amongft which were but few of the 
ftorm petrel, which in thefe regions are generally numerous. Aloft of 
thefe, by the 7 th, had dilappeared, and, in their place, were feen tJie blue 
petrel of the larger fort, though comparatively in fmall numbers; at 
noon the obferved latitude was 35® 13' fouth, longitude 14" eaft. The 
wind blew a ftrong gale fromi w. s. w. in the afternoon of the 8th, when Friday 8. 
judging the cape of Good Hope to bear from us n. 66 e. true, diftant 
18 leagues, we experienced, for the fpace of about feven miles, a moft 
extraordmary agitation in the fea, comparable only to a large cauldron of 




H 


A VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY 

i * 

ju?y* toiling water ; this was fuppofed to be theefFeft of two contending cur- 

rentSf and for that reafon 1 did not try foundings. I was alfo particu- 
larly anxious to gain fight of the land, which, in the event of the chro- 
nometer proving correft, there was great probability of doing before 
dark; but not feeing it we flood on till ten in the evening; when, by 
our lunar obfervations, fuppofing the Cape land to be about eight leagues 
diflant, we hauled to the wind, and plied in order to preferve our then 
Saturday 9. fituation Until moming. At day light tlie Cape was in fight, bearing 
eaft by compaf^ eight leagues diflant. / This inflance will, I trull, be 
not the only one I fhall be able* to adduce, to prove the utility of the 
lunar method of finding the longitude, and the very great importance 
that fuch information mull be of to every fea officer. | 

At this feafon of the year, the boiflerous weather and the prevailing 
winds from the n.w. rendering Table Bay not only exceffively unpleafant 
but infecure, our courfe was dire£led «to Falfe Bay. At noon, the obfen^ed 
latitude was 34* 26 fouth, the cape of GoodHope then bearing e.n.e. 5 or 
6 miles diflant. This promontory, and the dangerous rocks that lie in its 
neighbourhood, we pafTed, and flood into Falfe Bay, where in the evening, 
the weaffier falling calm, we anchored in 40 fathoms water ; the Cape 
bearing weft by compafs, 10 miles diflant; Simon’s Bay n.n.w. and 
the Falfe Cape s.e. in this fituation the chronometer fhewed the longi- 
tude to be 18® 52' 45", making an error, or variation in its rate of go- 
ing, as afcertained at Portfmouth, of 18' 30" equal to i' 14" of time fince 
the firft day of March ; which will, without doubt, be received and con- 
fidered as being very correft ; it alfo correfponded with my*obfervations, 
and what on that fubje6l I had noticed on the 1 2th of, June. 

Our paifage through the atlantic ocean being thus accomplifhed, it be- 
comes requifite, in compliance with the method propofed in the intro- 
du6lion for correfting the errors of navigation, to have fome retrofpeft 
to this paftage, efpecialiy fince paffing the Cape de Verd iflands. 

From the iftand of St. Antonio, until we had croffed the latitude of 
cape St. Auguftine, we were materially affe6led by currents ; and be- 
tween the latitude of 6® north and the equator, ftrong riplings were 
confpicuous on the furface of the fea. Thefe currents,, contrary to the 

general 
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general opinion, fcem to poiTefs no regularity, as we found puifelves, day 
after day, driven in dire£lions very contrary to our expeflations from 
the impulfe we had experienced on the former day, and by no means at- 
tended with that periodical uniformity, pointed out by Mr, NichoKbo 
in his lately revifed and correfted Indian direftory, publilhed in the year 
1787. On the contrary, inllead of the currents at this.feafon of the 
year, agreeably to his hypothefis, letting to *the northward, tlje mod 
prevailing dream we experienced let to the Ibuth, and more in a fouth 
eadem than a fouth wedern direftion. This very able mariner, dill 
wedded to formerly adopted opinions^ drongly recommends the varia- 
tion of the compais, as a means for alcertaining the longitude at lea : yet, 
had we beer^ no better provided, we might have learched for tlie cape 
of Good Hoffe agreeably with his propolitionS, to little dffeft ; for when 
we were in latitude 35° 7' fouth, with 20® iG wed variation, we had only 
reached the longitude of 6® 30^ ead>; and again, when in latitude 35 “ 22' 

Ibuth, with 2 2® 7' wed variation, we had only advanced to the longitude of 
1 1*25' cad, indead of being, according to Mr. Nicholfon's hypothefis, in 
the fird indance nearly under the meridian of the cape of Good Hope, 
and in the fecond, under that of cape Aguilas ; and it was not until we 
had near 26“' of wed variation, that we approached the meridian of the 
cape of Good Hope. The obfervations for the variation were made 
with the greated care and attention ; and though generally confidered as 
very correft, they differed Iron: one to three, and fometimes four de- 
grees, not only when made by diflerent compalTes placed in different fitu- 
ations on board, and the Ihip on different tacks, but by the fame com- 
pafs in the lame Situation, made at moderate intervals of time; the 
difference in the refults of fuch obfervations, at the fame time, not pre- 
ferving the lead degree of uniformity. Hence the affextion amounts 
nearly ,^o an abfurdity, which dates, ** that with 20® to 20 ®io', or 20® 30' 
wedwardly •variation, you will be certain” of fuch and fuch longitude; 
and it is greatly to be apprehended, that navigators who rely on fuch 
means for afcertaining their fituation in the ocean, will render themfelves 
liable to errors that may be attended with the mod fatal confequences. 

Other methods jire, I trud, in a fair train for accomplilhing thisdefirable 

objeft ; 
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obje£l ; and I yet hope to fee the period arrive, when every feafaring 
perfon capable of ufing a quadrant, will, on due inltru£l;ion, be enabled 
by lunar obfervations to determine his longitude at fea. It has been 
already obferved, that fuch information may be acquired with eafe, and 
without laborious ftudy or tedious application ; this was further warranted 
by our example on board the Dilcovery; where, on our departure 
from England, Mr. Whidbey and myfelf could be confidered as the only 
proficients in this branch of fcience; but now, amongft the officers and 
gentlemen of the quarter deck, there wece feveral capable of afcertaining 
their fituation in the ocean, with every degree of accuracy neceffary for 
all the important purpofes of navigation. 

With a light fouthwardly breeze in the morning of the 1 oth we 
weighed anchor, and with the affiftance of* our boats a-hdSf4> towing the 
ffiip, we reached Simon’s Bay at about (even in the evening, where 
we anchored in 12 fathoms watery Falfe Cape bearing by compafs 
in a line with the fouth point of the bay s. 37 e. Noah’s ark s. 51 e. the 
Roman rocks s.86e. and the (lag-ftaffi on the battery s. 89W. about a 
quarter of a mile from the (hore. 

The day before a brig was (een in Ihore of us, which was fuppofed 
to be the Chatham ; but as the private fignal was not acknowledged by 
her, we concluded ourfelves miilaken. Our firft conjeftures, however, 
proved to be right, as Mr. Broughton now informed me the fignal had 
efcaped their attention. Since we had feparated, the Difeovery had out- 
failed her confort only the night’s run ; the Chatham not having hauled 
her wind or (hortened fail on friday night, Ihe was the next morning with- 
in the fame diftance of the land as the Difeovery. ^ Nothing had oc- 
curred during this (eparation worthy of notice. I was made exceffively 
happy to underlland from Mr. Broughton, that the officers and crew of 
the Chatham, like thole of the Difeovery, were in general very healthy. 
Befide the Chatham, we found here His Majefty’s (hip the ^Gorgon ; the 
Warren HaAings, and Earl Fitzwilliam Indiamen, from Bengal; two 
port Jackfon tranfports from China bound home; three with convi6ls 
bound to port Jackfon; two American, and feme Dutch and Daniih 
merchant (hips; the total amounting to feventecn fail in the bay. 


In 
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In the morning, an officer was fent on ftiore to’ acquaint the relident 
commandant of the port, Mr. Brandt, of our arrival, and to requeft 
his perraiffion to procure fuch refreflimcnts and ftorcs as our wants now 
demanded, and to ere£l our obfcrvatory and fucli tents on fhore as might 
be rcquifite for carrying into execution the neceffary refitment of the veL 
fels; with all which Mr. Brandt ver)'^ politely complied; ^and, on the 
return of the officer, the garrifon was ialuted with eleven guns ; which 
compliment being equally returned, attended by Mr. Broughton and 
foine of the officers I waited on ^r. Brandt, who received us with the 


1791. 

Monday ii* 


great eft politenefs and hofpitality ; the w^ll known chara6teriflics of that 
gentleman. Having, on a former occafion, benefited by his good 
offices in iheKixcellenc^ of the fupplies provided for the Refolution and 
Difeovery, I c*?iicerted meafurtfs with him, on the prefent, for the like 
purpofe. Mr. Brandt undertook, in conjunction with Mr. DeWit of Cape 
Town, to fee all our neccflities provided for with the belt of the feveral 
comrnodit ics the country afforded. The Difeovery ’s bowfprit, being found 
infinitely too weak, was taken out in order to be ftrengthened by one 
t)f the fifhes we had on board ; the whole of the head railing, having 
l)cen wafhed away, was to be replaced ; the veflcls wanted caulking fore 
and aft; the rigging, o\t‘rhauling ; cafks to be fet up for receiving pro- 
vifions and water ; the fails repairing, and feveral materially altering ; 
the powd(?r airing ; and the fftids and booms raifing, for the better ena- 
bling of the jjcople to work upon deck: the fhip proving fufficiently ftiff 
to admit of fuch accommodation. Artificers were hired to afliil our own 


in thcrc'fevcrai duties ; which being in a Rate of forwardnefs by the 14th, 

Mr. BriAighton and myfclf paid our refpeCts to Mr. Rhenias, ilic acting 
governor at Cape Town, with tlie further view of infpcCling the Roros 
and pnnMfions, the major part of which were to come from thence. Four 
of our fcamen, w'hofe conRitutions feemed unequal to the fcrvicc in which 
they had engaged, and whom I had now an opportunity of rejdacing, 
werefenton board the Warren liaRings: and, with Iicr, on the 18th, Moudiy 
failed for England. 

All our Rores and provifions being for^varded from Cape Town by Augntt. 
the 5th, we took leave of the governor and our Cape friends, fioiu riidiy 5. 
whom we had experienced the moR attentive civilitv; anti liavirig 
VoL. I. D comj)Icied 
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Auguiv completed Tuch obfer^ations as were wanted, the obfervatory with the 
inftruments were, on the 9th, fent on board. 

TimrfdayTi. By the ijth all our tranra£lions were finilh^ with the fhore; having 
obtained for each velfcl a fupply of provilions, which completed our 
flock for eighteen months at full allowance, and a due proportion of 
ftores for th^ like period. I took on board alfo feven ewes and fix rams ; 
an affortment of garden feeds, vine cuttings, and other plants that were 
likely to grow, and prove valuable acquifitions to our friends in the 
South-Sca iflands. As I intended puy^ing to fea the next day, we were 
bufily employed in preparing the fhip for tliat purpofe, which on the 

Friday »2; moming of the 12th wc attempted ; but the wind fhifting to the s.s.e. 

permitted our taking only a moTre outfide birth fOr the bettjpr convenience 
of failing when the wind fhould prove more favorable. 

It is cullomary at the cape of Good Hope for fb many of the officers as 
can conveniently be fpaired, to takp up their refidence on fhore. In this 
refpetl I had conformed to old praftices, but was exceffively mortified, at 
my return on board, to find that fcveral of our people had within a few 
days become indifpofed with a dyfentery, which at firfl feemed of little 
importance, but had now put on a very Icrious appearance ; and fbme of 
the patients were extremely ill. The caufe of this unfortunate malady it 
was hard to afeertain : the crew liud not been fubjeft to inebriety ; their 
provilions had been of the beft quality, and moll wholcfome nature ; and 
every, precaution had been taken to prevent their fleeping on deck, o‘r ex- 
pofing therafelves to the dew or night air. No negle£l of the lalutary 
meafures generally oblerved, or individual indiferetion of £Wiy fort leemed 
to have produced this lamentable vifitation, whole contagious influence 
fufifered no one to efcape unattacked ; although m^delf and officers did 
not feel its eflfefts fo violently as they were experienced by the people. 
The lame dilbrder had not only appeared on board the Chatham, and the 
tranfports bound to port Jackfon, but on fhore ; and at length it was 
attributed to a large Dutch fhip late ly arrived from Batavia, from which 
many men had been fent on fhore to the hofpital very ill, and dying 
with that and other infc£lious difbrders. The furgeon of the Dilcovery 
was leized in a very fudden and Angular manner, and reduced to an ex- 
treme Hate of delirium, without any other fymptoms which indicated fever. 

To 
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To perfons, fituated as we were, on the eve of* quitting the civilized 
world, and deftitute of all help and refources, but fuch as we carried 
with us, fuch a calamity was of the moft ferious and diftrefling nature ; 
and was not only feverely felt at the moment, but tended to deftroy the 
good effefts we had every reafon to expe6l from the very excellent and 
abundant fupply of refrelhments the Cape had afforded. I now became 
excelfively anxious to get to fea, left the Batavian fhip Ihould communi- 
cate any other diforder, or a worfe fpecies of that with which we were 
already attacked. This earneft c^efire, a s.e. wind and calms prevented 
our accompliftiing until the 17th, when, about noon, a light breeze fpring- Wcdnrf. 1-. 
ing up from the N.w. we failed, in company with tlie Chatham, out of 
Simon’s Bay,* and falutcd the garrifon with eleven guns wdiich were 
equally returned. 

Few of our tranfafiions, whilft at our laft ftation, appeared worthy of 
recording excepting the occurrences jit the obfervatory, where I did not 
think any obfervations were at all neceffary for afeertaining the longi- 
tude ; as that muft have been accurately determined long ago by per- 
fons of greater information and fuperior abilities. The latitude ; the rate 
and error of the chronometer, and the variation and dip of the magnetic 
needle w'ere the principal objefts that occupied our attention. The 
former would not have attra6ied much of m)' notice had it not appeared 
by the firft day’s obfervations, that a ver}'^ material difference exifted be- 
tween the latitude fticwn by my obfervations, and the latitude of Simon's 
Bay as Hated by Captain King in tlie 3d vol. of Cook’s Vo) age to the 
northern hemifphcre, where, in page 484, it is faid that “ the lati- 
“ tudt‘ of the anchorage place in Simon’s Bay is, by obfervation, 34” 20' 

“ fouth,” 'I'his however is, moft probably, an error of the prefs, fince. 
immediately afterwards, we find the Cape point is faid to be in 23' 
fouth; which point is at leaft 12 or 13 miles to the fouihward of 
Simon’s Bay. . Otir obfervatory w^as fituated near the (buth point of 
this bay, and its latitude, deduced from 26 meridional altitudes of the 
fun and Bars, was 34“ 1 1' 40"; this, on allowing the diftance to the Cape 
point, will be nearly found to agree with its latitude ; which was further 
confirmed by our obfervations on palfmg it the day we entered Falfe Ba^^ 

D 2 . Bv 
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By tlie firfl obfervations, matle on fhore, the chronometer fhewed the 
longitude to be 18° 39' 45", which was 17' 45" to the eaftward of the truth, 
and correfponded with wlmt has been ilated before, that it was not gain- 
ing at the rale we had allowed ; further obfervations however demon- 
llrated that, although it inigltt have been gaining lets during the paifage, 
it was now evidently gaining on its Portfmouth rate, and was found on 
the 8th of auguft at noon, to be fall of mean time at Greenwich 17' 49" 
G", and gaining on mean time at the rate of 9" 28'" per day. Mr. Arnold’s 
chronometer was found to have goi^c but indifferently on board the 
Chatham ; and, at the obfervatory, it was faff of mean time at Green- 
wich 1'' 18' 48" 6 ", and gaining on mean time at the rate of j 6" 1 1'" 8"" 
per day. The Variation of the magnetic needle,* taken at tlie obfervatory 
by our different compafles and cards, in twenty fets of azimuths, varied 
from 24“ 3 to 27“ 48' ; the mean refult being 25“ 40’ weft variation. 

'I’he vertical inclination of the fouth point of the magnetic needle was. 
obferved to be 

Marked end North, face Eaft, 48 30 

Ditto North, face Weft, 48 20 

Ditto South, face Eaft, 48 40 

Ditto South, face Weft, 48 30 

Mean inclination of the fouth point of the 
dipping needle - - * - 48 30 

N. B. The longitude throughout the voyage, and until our arrival at 
St. Helena on our return to Europe, will be reckoned eaftward. 

The latitude inferted in the following chapters, and until the 13th of 
february, 1792, when it will be otherwife diftinguifhed, is to be received 
and confidered as fouth latitude. 

The pofitive or relative fituations of all Coafts, Capes, Promontories, 
Idands, Rocks, Sands, Breakers, Ba}'s, Ports, &c. &C.’ will hereafter 
be dated as trtie, or by the world ; and thofe bearings which will be 
taken from any local fituation, whether on board the veffels, or in the 
boats, will be inferted according to compafs, and be fo exprelfed. 


CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER 

Departure from Falfe Bay — Death of Neil Coil ly the Jlux*-~Proceed, to- 
wards the coajl of New Holland — Difcaver iting George the Third^s 
Sound — TranfdElions there — Leave King George the Third's Sound — 
Departure from the foulh weft cocjt oj New Holland, 


The nature of our voyage rendering every precaution neceffary to 1791. 
prevent, as far as was poflible, a feparation of the veffcls, Mr. Brough- , 
ton, in cafe of parting company, was provided with a lift of rendez- 
vous ; and, the better to infure our rejoining, I now deemed it expedient 
that he Ihould be furnifhed with a copy of my inftruftionsi and the route 
I intended to purfuc; togetlier with ample direfciions, tliat, in the e\ent 
of a total reparation, he might be enabled to carry the objects of the ex- 
pedition into execution. 

Although our ftay at the Cape had far exceeded my cxpeclations, yet 
I did not abandon the defign of viCting the s.w. part of New Holland. 

'i’he fi alon would probably be too far advanced for acquiring fo much in- 
formation as 1 could have wiflicd, yet there ftill remained a fair profpeCt 
of obtaining fome intelligence, which would render the talk lefs difficult to 
tliolb, whole particular objefl it might hereafter be to explore that country. 

1 therefore on failing out of Falfe Bay, appointed our next rendezvous 
oil, what in the charts is called, Lyon’s Land, in about the 35th <legrce 
of foutfi* latitude — in cafe of feparation to cruife there two days ; and, 
not meeting v/ith the Difeovery, then to proceed agreeably to other in- 
ftruflions. 

'Fhe Albemarle, Admiral Barrington, and Britannia tranfports bound 
to port Jackfbn, followed us out of the bay : of thefc flups, as well as 

of 
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*79'' of the African coaft, we tooA leaye in the evening, and dire6led our 
, courfc to the fouthward. During the night, the wind veered to the 
N.w. and blew fo hard a gale t/hat M*e were oblig^ to double reave the top- 
fails and take in the forefail, as the Chatham was a great diflance aftern ; 
and not being in fight at day-break, we hauled to the wind : about feven 
Ihe was feen to the weftward, and, having joined company, we fleered 
to the s.s.E. together. nThe n.w. wind gradually increafed, attended with 
Saturday 20. violciit fqualls and hea\w rain, until the 20th; when it became a perfeft 
ftorm, obliging us to ftrike the top gallant mafts, and reducing us to the 
forcfail, which wc w(;rc neceflitated 1.0 cany, though under great appre- 
. henfion of its being blown to pieces, in order that we might reach a more 
temperate region*. The fca ran cxceffivcly high,* and the wind in violent 
flurries raifed the fpray into a kind of fog, or mill, which, at intervals, 
was quite fait when not mixed wdth the fhowers of rain, which were fre- 
quent, and very heavy : in one of thefe we again loft fight of the Chat- 
ham, and feeing nothing of her on its clearing away, the forefail was 
furled, and the ftiip brought to, under the florm ftayfails. In this fitua- 
tion, the Difeovery proved much cafier and drier than we had reafon to 
expefi, as fhe was now extremely deep with ftores and provifions. At 
this time, we were vifited by many albatrofles, and an innumerable va- 
Sunday 21. ricty of birds of the petrel tribe. About noon our confort was again 
in fight, and, on her joining company, w'e refumed our courfc to the 
s.E. under the forefail. This very boifterous w’cathcr, accompanied 
with much thunder and lightning, continued with intermiflions fufficient 
only to tempt our fpreading fome additional canvas, (which was fcarcely 
Monday 22. unfurled before it w'as again neceflary to take it in) until tlie 2 2d ; when it 
fo far moderated as to permit the clofe reaved topfails to be ke])t fet. In 
the afternoon, we pafled the Albemarle and Admiral Barrington. The 
fight of thefe veflels was very grateful to our feelings, particularly of the 
latter, which we had underftood was an old debilitated ftiip, for whole 
fafety during the late violent ftormy weather we had been greatly appre- 
henlivc. 'Fhe wind, in the morning of the 23d, being moderate, the 
top-gallant, and ftudding-fails were fet ; the weather, however, was un- 
fcttlcd, with ftiowcrs of liail and rain ; and a heavy irregular fwell rolled 

at 
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at the fame time from the northward andfibuth wett. In the intervals 
of fine weather, I got fome lunar obiern^tions which fhewed the longi- 
tude at noon to be 31® 55'; the chroncw^ter by the Portfmouth rate 
31*29'; by the Cape rate 3i“42'; the latitiS^ 39° 8'* Many whales 
were now playing about the Ihip, but a lefs number of oceanic birds at- 
tended us than ufual. 

I'he weather being tolerably fair on the 24th, dhabled me to make fome Wednef. 24. 
furtlter lunar obfervations. The mean refult of thele, and thofe taken 
the preceding day brought forward by the chronometer, fhewed tlie longi- 
tude at noon to be 34® 13'. By this e\preffion is to be underftood the 
fpace eaft or weft, which the fhip may have pafled over in tiie interval 
of time between the t«Aing one fet of lUnar obfervations and that of 
another ; the pxtent of which fpace is afeertained, not according to the 
vagiie mode of the fhip’s run, as appears by the log, but from the dif- 
tance flicwn by the chronometer ; where by the refult of many obfer- 
vations made in different fituations are reduced to any one particular 
point. I he chronometer at this time, by the Portfmouih rate, fhewed 
33“ by the Cape rate 34* 5', the latitude 39" 28', and the longitude 
by account 36® 17'. The weather continued very changeable ; but the 
wind being gentle in the northern quarter afforded an opportunity of 
fending on board the Chatham, whence we underftood that, in confe- 
qucncc of a violent fea having ftove in the midftiip Hern window on the 
morning of the 20th, it had been neceffary to bring to until that damage 
was re paired. 

'I’he wind rfrefhened, attended with frequent fqualls, on the 26th ; Fritlay 26. 
when, having reached latitude 39“ 45', longitude 37" 53', wc were able 
for the firfl time fince our departure from the Cape to obferve the 
variation ; which, by the mean refult of two compaffes, differing from 
32° 53' 35° 5 '> was found to be 32® 59' weftwardly. In the fpace we 
were now approaching, namely, between the meridians of38®33' and 43*47' 
call longitude, and the parallels of 34® 24', and 38® 20' fouth latitude, fe- 
ven different fhoals are faid to exift. To acquire fome information 
refpefting a circumftance fo interefting to navi^tion, I had held this 
foutherly courfe ^ but the very ftormy weather we had lately contended 

with. 
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’79** with, and the appearance again returning, rendered a fcarch for 
1 « thefe fhoals not altogether prurient. To attempt the examination of the 
whole fpace I confidered as i>4 more ncceflary than difcrcct ; but fincc in 
the event of their exiftenp^, it was highly probable they would be found 
connefted, I was induced to fhape a courfe fo as to fall in with the 
fouth eaftern/noft, faid to lie in latitude 38" 20', longitude 43" 43', which 
had been reported to liAve been leen by fcveral Dutch vclfels. On the 
Sunday » 8 . 28th, in latitude 38“56', longitude 42“ 30', the wind at w. s.w. inereafing 
with great violence obliged me to dt'fift from this enquiry, and for our 
own fafety, in the event of thefe fhoals having cxiflence, to hawl to the 
s.K. The gale foon became a fform, attended with heavy fqualls, hail, 
rain, and a moft tremendous fca, from the wetlward and s.w. which 
made it neceflTary to flrikc the top-gallarft mails, and reduced us to the 
forefail ; which, with great apprehenfion of lofing it, we were obliged to 
carry in order to pafs clear of the fpace afligned to thefe hidden dangers. 
It is, however, worthy of remark, that, notwithflanding our courle was 
direfted fo wide of the allotted fpot, we certainly paffed it at no great dif- 
Monday 29. tancc in the night, as by our oblcrvations the next day, inflead of making 
fourteen miles fouthing, which the reckoning gave, we found ourfelves 
twelve miles to the north of the latitude we were in the preceding day, 
the longitude 45“ 4'. Whether this difference is to be aferibed to any cur- 
rent produced by the interruption thefe fhoals may give to the oceanic 
waters, when prefled eaflwardly by the prevailing weflwardly winds, or 
to the bad fleerage of the fhip, cannot be pofitivcly determined ; but as 
the Chatham fleered precilely the fame courfe, the inferenae feems rather 
favorable to our having been influenced by a current occafioned pro- 
bably by the exiflence of fuch flioals. On the violence of the florin 
abating, wc made fail and refumed our eaflwardly courfe, intending to 
pafs in fight of the iflands of St. Paul and Amflerdam. During the gale 
we were vifited by a great number of the various kinds of. oceanic birds ; 
yet thefe by no means feemed to indicate the vicinity of land or fhoals, 
fmci^ they are couAantly met with throughout the fouthern ocean. 

The weather that fucccedcd this ftorm being delightfully pleafant, at- 
tended with a fmooth fea, and a gentle gale between the north and n.i:. 
‘ made 



ROUND THE Wf?lRLD. 


«5 


made me regret that we had not experien^jfei this favorable chanj^ fome- 
what earlier, as it would probably havfc enabled us to acquire fome 
fatisfa£lory information as to the exiftence^the Ihoals in queftion; but 
having now no leifure for this enquiry, I w^obliged to reft contented 
with having exerted our fruitlefs endeavours in tflb attempt, and embraced 
this valuable opportunity of getting ourfelves and (hip clean, dry, and 
comfortable ; which fince our leaving the land hid been very ill elfefted. 

The flux flill continued amongft; us, and fome of our patients were 
yet very much indifpofed ; we however were in hopes that the prefent fair 
weather would foon reftore to us the blelflngs of health. Some good obferva- SeptemW. 
tions were procured in the courfe of this and of the preceding day with our Timriday i. 
different compaffes : thofe taken on the 31ft differed from 30*45' to 35*45' ; 
and thofe on the ifl of feptember from 30*58' to 35" 7' ; tlie mean refult 
of feven fets of azimuths was 32*47' weftwardly variation; the latitude 
at noon 38* 19', and the longitude 5]^* 21'. We were not long indulged 
with a continuance of the fine weather : the wind gradually veered to the 
N.w. and weftward,andincreafedto afrcfti gale; which, however, did not 
reduce us below the top-fails ; although the weatlier bore a very threatening 
appearance ; the Iky was obfeured with dark gloomy clouds, from which 
fome rain fell ; yet the fea was fmooth, and the weather altogether was in- 
finitely more plcafant than we had lately experienced. 

At noon on the 4th, in latitude 38® 6', longitude 61*36', thefirftfeal Sunday 4. 
we had feen fince our departure from the Cape amufed itfelf in playing 
about the fliip for fome time; but our companions, the oceanic birds, had 
not lately bce^j very numerous ; thefe vilitors were moftly pintadoes, and 
other fmall birds of the petrel tribe. 

Four fets of lunar obfervations were obtained on the 5th, which fliewed Monday 5, 
the longitude to be 64* 1 4' 40" ; the chronometer by the Portfmouih rate 
^ 3 “ 4^ > Cape rate 64* 10', the latitude 37® 52'. The variation 

on the 7th, in latitude 38* 15' and longitude 69* 33', was obferved to be Wednef. 7. 
25* 5 ^^ weftwardly. The lame gloomy weather continued with a frefti 
gale at n.n.w. In the night we had the misfortune to lofe Neil Coil, 
one of the marines, who fell a facrifice to the baneful effe6ls of the flux 


caught at the Cane, which attacked him with much greater violence than 
VOL. I. E ‘Hi-iv 
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Septem^ any other perfon on board, was an exceedingly good man, and his 
lols was feniibly felt, and mu»i regretted. In addition to this calamity, 
difallers of the lame nature fijcmed not likely to terminate : another of 
our people, who had fuffe^d very feverely by this dreadful contagion, but 
who was fo much recovered as to be nearly equal to his duty, was fo af- 
fe6led by his poor fellow’s diflblution, that he relapfed with very unfa- 
vorable fymptonis. Our convalcfcents were ftill numerous ; and the 
work of death having commenced, we knew not where it might end, or 
where we could recruit the Arength whiph we might thus lofe ; our whole 
complement being fcarcely equal, when in the higheft health, to the lervice 
we had to perform. One reflection was, however, highly fatisfaClory ; 
that, in point of Comfort, and profeflional afliftance, no one thing within 
our power to fupply, had been omitted for the prefent relief of the dif- 
trels, or for the prevention of any melancholy confequenccs in future ; 
and we trufted, with the Divine blefling, and a fteady adherence to the 
conduct, which we had obferved, finally to fubdue and extirpate this 
dreadful malady. 

Thurfday 8. In the evening of the 8th I took Ibme lunar diftances with the ftar 
Antares, which, with thofe taken on the 5th, fhewed the longitude by 
their mean refult, to be 73“ 44' ; the chronometer by the Portfraouth 
rate 73® 1', and by the Cape rate 73“ 27' ; the latitude 38® 45', and the 
variation 23® 36' weflwardly. 

Friday 9. The next evening, agreeably to our reckoning, we were palling Ix'- 
tween the iflands of St. Paul and Amfterdam, diftant from the latter 
about five or fix leagues. The weather w’as thick and raipy, yet I con- 
tinued to hope that a favorable interval vrould enable us to lee one or 
both of thefe iflands, having fleered this eaflwardiy couifi; with a wilh 
to correCl an error that appears in captain Cook’s charts of the fouthern 
hcmifphere. In thefe the ifland of St. Paul is laid down in the latitude 
of 37" 50', correfponding witli the fituation afligned to it in the'Vequifite 
tables ; and to the north of this ifland, in about the latitude of 36® 40’ is 
placed another called the ifland of Amfterdam : now the ifland which 
Mr. Cox in die Mercury flopped at, and called Amfterdam, is in fight 
of and fituated 17 leasrnes to the fouih of the ifland of St. Paul. 

Captain 
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Captain Bligh, in the Bounty, alfo faw^c fam6 ifland, and allots to it 
nearly the fame fituation as does Mr. Cck. For thefe rcafons, if there v"— » 

be an ifland to the north of St. Paul, in tNitude 36“ 40', there muft be 
three inflead of two of thele iflands, which I believe has never been under- 
ftood to be the fa6l. I’he weather, however, pricluded my forming a juft 
opinion as to this point, which I fully intended to afcertain, could we have 
feen either of the iflands ; but the rain and haie continuing to obfcure 
every objeft at the diftancc of two leagues, we perceived no indication 
of the vicinity of land, notwithftanding the immenfe number of whales 
and feals which are faid to frequent thefe jflands. Of the latter we did not 
fee any, and of the former but one; which was the only whale we had 
obferv^ed fince that meiftioned on the 23d of laft month. Fronqu hence 
towards the cpaft of New Holland, our courfe was direfted between the 
tracks of Dampier and M. Marion, over a fpace, I believe, hitherto un- 
frequented. In this route, afllfted l)y a fine gale between north and 
w. N.■vl^ we made great progrefs, fo that our oblerved latitude on the 
18 th was 36“ 49', longitude 103*48' : for feme days paft we had ex peri- Sunday 18. 
onced a very heavy fwell from the s.w. though the wind prevailed from 
the northward. 

The fituation of that part of New Holland for which we were now fleer- 
ing, being ill defined, and a probability exilling that banks might extend 
a confiderable diflance into the ocean, we tried, but gained no foundings 
witfi 180 fathoms of line. On the 19th, in latitude 36*45', longitude Monday 19. 
105*47', the variation was oblerved to be 14* 10' weftwardly. The wind 
at N.N.E. attended with heavy fqualls and rain, increafed with fuch vio- 
lence, as to oblige us to ftrike the top-gallant mails, and to furl the top- 
fails. The pintado birds that, for fome days paft, had nearly difappeare^ 
again vilited the Ihip, accompanied by a great variety of the petrel 
tribe, vnth fome albatrolTes ; and it now feemed evident, that the ap- 
pearance of tfiefe inhabitants of the ocean, was increafed in point of 
numbers and in variety, in proportion to tlie violence of the wind ; as 
in moderate weather few only were vifiblc. We continued to try for 
foundings at certain intervals, but did not reach bottom at the depth of 
180 fathoms. Jlie wind at w. s.w. blew a ilrong gale, and the night 
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A voyAX^e of discovery 

Sept^ber being dark and ^ually, we Iiauled to the wind, and plied ; 

y— V — ' left the land, which k reprefemed as very low, or Ihoals, might be nearer 
luciday 20. expc£led *, at day lH;^k we again refumed our eaftwardly courfe, 

obferving every night the^e precautions. 

I'liday 23. In the morning of th(f 23d, conceiving that the land could not be at any 
great diftance, and that tlie coaft might lie to the north of the courfe we 
were ftecring, the ChatKam’s (ignal was made to look out on the larboard 
beam. I’hewind from the weftward blew a flrong gale, accompanied 
with a very heavy lea ; but the Iky being clear, permitted me to obtain 
fome good lunar obfer vations, which, with thofe taken on the 21ft, 
Ihewed the longitude at noon to be 1 1 4“ 1 4' ; the chronometer, by the Portf- 
mouth rate 1 13® '32', by the Cape rate 1 13" 55', the latitude 35“ 7'. Soon 
after mid-day, the wind at w.s.w. increaled to a very hpavy gale; and 
not chooftng, under fuch cireuraftances, to make too free with a eoaft 
entirely unexplored ; we hauled the wind to the Ibuthward, under the fore- 
lail and ftorm ftay fails. Towards fun-fet, land was faid to be leen from the 
maft-head to the e.n.e. and, although this was not abfolutely certain, yet it 
was extremely probable, a.s we had paffed feveral leagues over the /pace af- 
ligncd to Lyon’s Land in moft of the maps. A prefs of fail was now carried 
in. order to keep to the windward, having no bottom at the depth of 1 20 
fathoms; in confcquence of which, and a very heavy fea, the larboard 
fide of the head, with the bumkin, &c. was entirely torn away. On tl:c 
Saturday 24. gale’s moderating the next morning, we flood to the north, in queflof tlic 
land; but fome of the officers conceiving they fawland to the s.e. we 
hauled our wind again in that direclion until noon, in latitu(jle 35® 28', lon- 
gitude 115® 10', when, being difappointed, we again flood to the north, 
under double reefed topfails, until eight in the evening: we then tacked 
to fpend the night, which bore a very threatening appearance, over a fpace 
we were already acquainted with, and found bottom at 70 fathoms depth, 
compofed of white fand, and broken fhells; the latitude at this time was 
34° 51’, the longitude 1 15® 1 2'. The very gloomy appearance of the niglit 
rentlered our carrying a prefs of fail indifpenfably neceffary to preferve 
an offing, as the foundings ftrongly indicated the land not to be diftant. 
During the night we did not reach the bottom with 100 fathoms of line ; 
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and the morning evinced our conjeftures^jfefpefting the weather not to 
be ill founded ; as, about 4 o’clock, thi\ flings of the main yard werp 
carried away ; to replace which, we were cc'>Tipelled to furl all the fails on 
the main-mail but, before this could be accort}^>liflied, the increaled vio- 
lence of the ftorm obliged us to take in all our ccibvas but the forefail, to 
ftrike the top gallant-inafts, and to get in the jib-boom and fprit-fail yard. 
In this lituation we continued until towards fun-l^l, when having no bot- 
tom with 110 fathoms of line, we flood to the n.w. under dole-reeled 
toplails, in the full afllirance of meeting the land in that dneeti^jn. In 
the cuurfe of the night, the gale gradually abate 1, and in tl].; forenoon 
of the next day, die wind became perfeflly calm, and an opportunity was 
.afforded us of repairing the many damages Which our rigging had fufluined 
in the late boilletous weather. At*noon the obferved latitude was 35® 23', the 
longitude 115” 52'; in this (ituation, foundings could not be gained at the 
depth of 22c fathoms. In the afternoon a light breeze fprang up from 
the northward, with which we fleered to the north-eaflward, and foon 
dilcovered land from the mafl-head, bearing by compafs n.e. to n. 27 e. 
It feemed of a moderate height, refembling in appearance the land in the 
Britifh Channel, and was fuppofed to be about ten or twelve leagues dif- 
tant — No founrlings with 120 fathoms of line. The wind veering to the 
N.w, enabled us to fleer for the land, and having neared it about three 
leagues, it was feen from the deck bearing n. 7 e. to n. 73 e. by compafs ; 
at wKich time, bottom was found at the depth of 65 fathoms, compofed 
of coarfe fand, and broken, coral. The depth of water had, at eight 
in the evening,* gradually decreafed to 50 fathoms ; when, having advan- 
ced about four miles nearer, we tacked and plied in order to preferve 
our fituation with the land until morning. 

By tlie refult of our foundings during the night, 70 fathoms would 
feem to be the edgje of a bank about g leagues from the fhore, coniifl- 
ing of fine faneb and broken fhells, correfponding with the foundings we 
had found on the 24th; for had that depth of water been nearer in 
fhore, we could hardly have avoided feeing the land before dark on that 
evening. 
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A VOYA^iE OF DISCOVERY 

At the dawning of day on \he 27th, we made all fail for the land, having 
a gentle gale from the n.w. vfjLh a fmooth fea and pleafant weather. The 
depth of water, as we procpraed, gradually decreafi'd to 24 fathoms, with 
a bottom of coral, coapfa (and, and fliells : about nine we were well in 
with the land, and bore away along the coaft, keeping within a league or 
two of the. ftiores; which by the compafs flretched from n. .j/jw. to 
N. 81 E. and appeared* nearly ftraight and compafcl, confifting of fteep 
rocky cliffs to the water’s edge, interfperfed with, here and there, fomc 
fmall open fandy bays, and a few iflets* and rocks, which extended near a 
mile from the main. The woftcrnmofl land now in fight, (being the 
northernmoft feen the preceding night) is remarkable for its high cliffs, 
falling perpendicularly into the lea ; and if it be detached, which is by 
no means certain, Ls about a league in circuit. It forms a confpicuous 
promontory, to which I gave the name of Cape Chatham ; in honor 
of that noble earl, who prefided at the Board of Admiralty on our depar- 
ture from England. The land to the weftward takes a direftion from cape 
Chatham n. 59 w. and the land to the eaftward s. 81 e. This Cape, 
by our oblervations is fituated in latitude 35® 3', and in 11 6“ 35' 30" of 
longitude. 

The flux ftill continued to affe£l the health of fome in both veffels ; and 
although the patients were daily aflifted with frefti provifions, and might 
be conlidered in a ftate of recovery, yet they remained in a very debilita- 
ted and reduced condition. In the hope that a little recreation, from 
change of feene and what the foil of this country might afford, would 
prove falutary to their enfeebled conflitutions, I determined to put into 
the firft port we Ihould be fo fortunate as to difeover and, that an eligible 
lituation might not efcape our vigilance, we ranged the coaft within three 
or four miles of its Ihores, which are of moderate elevation, and may in 
general be deemed fteep and bold. Tlie verdure on all the projefling 
points is removed to a confiderable height on the rocks, whofe naked 
bafes fufficiently prove how exceflively they are beaten by a turbulent 
ocean. The country, immediately along the fea fide, confilb of a range 
of dreary hills, producing little herbage, of a brownifh green hue, 
from a foil that feems principally compofed of whi;c fand; through 
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which protrude large malTes of white roCk of various fizes and forms : 
thefe lingular protuberances on the fummlts of many of the hills, ftrong- 
ly refembled the remains of lofty edifices in ruin. The interior country 
afforded a more agreeable appearance, beii.g pleafantly interfperfed 
with hills and dales, and covered with lofty for^ft trees of confulerable 
magnitude, which our glafles plainly diftinguilhed ; though we could 
nowhere perceive any fnioke or other indication of the country being 
inhabited. Towards noon, the Chatham made the fignal for having 
difeovered a port to the northward ; into which they were dire6led 
to lead ; but finding it only a lhallow bay, we foon bore away along 
the coafi. Our obferved latitude was 35" 8', longitude 117“ 6' 30". In 
this fituation, the coafi, 'by compafs, extejided from n, 68 w. to s. 83 e. 
the nearefi flior^ bearing n. 6 w. about a league difiant ; in the morn- 
ing the variation by 6ur furveying compafs was obferved to be 6® 30' 
wefiwardly. The coafi we paffed along in the afternoon differed little 
from that noticed in the morning, but the inland country was not 
fufficiently elevated to be feen beyond the hills near the fea fide. At 
fix in the evening, a finall detached illet bore, by compafs, s. 87 e. 
the eafiernmofi part of the main in fight n. 86 e. a projefting point 
whence extends weflward a long range of white efiffs n. 76 e. the nearefi 
fhore N. 24 E. difiant 5 miles ; and the wefternmoft land in fight, the fame 
which formed the eaflern extreme at noon, N.45W. The wind was 
yery’gentlc with alternate calms, and the weather, during the night, 
was mild and pleafant. In the morning of the 28th, we found our pro- Wrdnei. 28. 
grefs had been^very flow along the coafi, although our diftance from the 
fhore had increafed, witli foundings from 40 to 50 fathoms. We had 
again an opportunity of obferving the fun eclipf'ed, but were not fb 
fortunate as to notice its commencement, or greatefl obfeuration ; the 
end was however obferved by Mr. Whidbey to be at 19'" 43' 53", and by 
myfelf 43' i|6" apparent time ; this was afeertained by our'fextant te- 
lefcope, as recommended on a former occafion. I much regretted that 
we had not gained a port on this coafi, where, on fhore, we might have 
compared fuch o^ervations with the refults from better infiruments, 
which would hav/ tended to efiablifh the utility of the procefs. The 
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A VOYiVGE OF DISCOVERY 

‘79>' latitude at this jun£l\ire was ‘35® 25'. It was now proved, that xhc 

preceding night, formed the fouthernmoft point 
of this part of the coail, which 1 diftinguiftied by the name of Cape 
Howe, in honor of that ndble earl. It is lituated in latitude 35 ^ 7 » 
gitude 1 17® 52'. The fnall detached iflet lies from cape Howe s. 68 e. 
diftant 3 leagues. The land confidered on tuefday night as thc^eaftern- 
moft. part of the main tiow appeared to be an iiland, beyond which were 
feen a high rocky bluff point, and a high mountain forming the eaftern- 
moft land in fight. A light breeze from the n.n.w. permitted us to 
draw in with the coall ; which at noon bore by compafs from N. 50 w, 
to N. 37 E. the high mountain N. 35 e. to the eaftward of which, a round 
hummock, feenlingly detached n. 52 e. the ‘land appearing like an 
illand, N. i6 w. to n. 24 w. was now feen to compreljiend a duller of 
barren rocky ifles, which being the neareft land was about 10 miles 
dillant; and the high rocky bluff point n. 8 e. In this lituation, thcob- 
ferved latitude was 35® 22', longitude 118® 16' ; which was 8 miles fur- 
ther fouth, and 1 1 miles further call than the log Ihcwed. Many whales 
were playing about the Ihip during the morning. The high mountain 
confpicuoufly remarkable for its fuperior elevation above the neigh- 
bouring hills, I dillinguilhed, after my highly efteemed friend Sir Alan 
Gardner, by the name of Mount Gardner ; and the barren rocky 
duller of ifles, by the name of Eclipse Islands. The weather was 
pleafant; and aided by a gentle breeze, a port, round the high rocky 
bluff point, foon prefented itfelf, into which the Chatham was direfted 
to lead, and, by four, was fufficiently advanced to deterpiine on its eli- 
gibility. The weather by this time had become thick and rainy, with 
mpeh thunder and lightning ; but as the founding continued regular, 
we Hood into the port, and palfed the high rocky bluff point in 30 
fathoms water *, direfting our courfe clofe along its Ihorc, which is a 
high and nearly perpendicular cliff ; the founding fuddcnly Ihoaled to 
12 fathoms, and gradually dccreafcd afterwards, until abroall of tlie 
fecond white Tandy beach; where we anchored in 6 fathoms w’ater, 
having a clear bottom of fine white fand. 
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A continuation of the thick weather pre^'ented our feeing about us un- 
til the morning of the 29th ; which being delightfully ferene and pleafant, 
difcovered our fituation to be very fnug and fecure in a fpacious found, 
open 1 3® of the compafs only to the fea. The high rocky bluff poi ntform- 
ing the s.w. extremity of the found, which, fronl its fmooth appearance, 
and being deftitute of verdure, obtained the name Bald-Head, bore by 
compafs s. 85 E.; a high rocky ifland in the entrance, which, from its 
beaten appearance by its oppofition to the fea, and s.w. wind, obtain- 
ed die name of Break-Sea Is*land, n. 82 e. to n. 69 e. ; Mount 
Gardner n. 70 e. *, another high ifland named Michaelmas Island 
N. 62 e. ; a fmall high ifland called Seal Island, being a great re- 
fort of thofe animals, north ; a low flat rock s. 75 w. and to the n.w. 
was an extenfive white fandy *beach ; which promifing fuccefs to the 
feinci a boat was difpatched with Lieutenant Puget on a fifhing party. 
After breakfaft, accompanied by Mr. Broughton in die Chatham’s 
cutter, Mr. Menzles, Mr. Whidbey, and mylelf, proceeded in the yawl, 
firft to attend the fuccefs of the fifliermen, and then to examine if the 
found would afford a more eligible fituation than that which we now oc- 
cupied. The leine was hauled on the third fandy beach from Bald-Head 
with little fuccefs. A flream of frefli water drained there through the 
beach, which, although nearly of the colour of brandy, was exceedingly 
well tailed ; by this flream was a clump of trees, fuflicient to anfwcr our 
prefent want of fuel. At the borders of this clump was found the mofl 
miferable human habitation my eyes ever beheld, which had not long 
been deferted by its proprietor, as on its top was lying a frefli fkin of a 
fifli, commonly called leather jacket, and by its fide, was the excrement 
of fome carnivorous animal, apparently a dog. 'I'he fliape of the dwel- 
ling was that of half a beehive, or a hive vertically divided into two 
equal pa(;^s, one of which formed the hut, in height about three feet, and 
in diameter about four feet and an half ; it was however conflrufled with 
fome degree of uniformity, M^th flight twigs, of no greater fubflance 
than thofe ufed for large baker’s bafl^ets : the horizontal and vertical twigs 
formed intervals fthm four to fix inches fquare, and the latter ftickifig a 
few inches into line earth, were its fecurity and fixed it to the ground. 
VoL. I. F Tills 
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'J1iis kind of bafk(‘t. liut was covered with the bark of trees, and fmall 
green boughs ; its back was oppofed to the n.w, whence we concluded 
tliole to be the moll prevailing winds ; juft within its front, which was 
open the wliole of its diameter, a fire had been made, but excepting the 
Ikin of the fifli before mentioned, there were neither bones, Ihells, nor 
other indication on what its poor inhabitant had fubfifted. The re- 
flexions which naturally arofe on feeing fo miferable a contrivance for 
fhelter againft the inclemency of feafons, were humiliating in the higheft 
degree ; as they fuggefted in the ftrongeft manner the lowly condition 
of fomc of our fellow creatures, rendered yet more pitiable by the appa- 
rent folitude and the melancholy afpefl of the furrounding country, 
wliich prefented little; lefs than' famine and diflrels. 

The ihorcs confilled cither of ftcep nailed rocks, or a nvilk-white barren 
fand, beyond which dreary boundary, the furface of the ground feemed 
covered by a deadly green herbage, with, here and there, a few groveling 
flirubs or dwarf trees fcaltered at a great diftance from each other. This 
very unfavorable appearance may not, however, originate from the gene- 
ral fterility of the foil, fince it was evident, fofar as we traverfed th< fides 
of the hills, that the vegetation had recently undergone thea6lion of fire; 
the largeft of the trees had been burnt, though flightly ; ever}' Ihrub had 
fome of its branches completely charred ; and the plants lying clofe to 
the ground had not efcaped without injury. Thus entertaining no very 
high opinion of the country, but in the hojte of snet ting with fomc of the 
wretched inhabitants, we proceeded along the flioresof the found, to the 
northward, to a high rocky point that obtaiiu'd the name of J’oint 
Po SSKSSION ; and, on reaching its fummit, we gained an excellent 
view of the found in all dlrei lions. When on board, we had fuppofed 
that the found bram bed into thr(;e anus, but it now bccamt; evident 
that there were only two. One, immediately behind this point wliich 
is alfo its fouthern point of entrance, extended in a circular form, about a 
league acrofs, bounded by a country much rclcmbling that before dc- 
feribed, though producing more trees, and with verdure of a livelier 
hue, and approaching more nearly to the water s cdge\ The other, lying 
about 3 miles to the n.k. feemed almoft as fpacious, i\ough its entrance 
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appeared very narrow. The furrounamg country in its neighbourhood 
prefented a far more fertile and pleafing afpeft. Nearly in the center of < s 

that harbour, was an ifland covered with the moft beautiful herbage ; 
and inllead of the naked rocks and barren fands that compofc the coaft 
of the found, the cliffs which bounded tliefe fhfcrcs feemed of a reddifh 
clay, and the general texture or charafter of the foil, appeared to be 
more favorable to the vegetable kingdom, as from the fummits of tlie 
hills to the water fide was feen a flately and luxuriant foreft. 

'I’he necclfary obfervations be*ing made at this ilation, the Britifh 
colours were dif'playcd, and having drank His Majeffy’s health, accom- 
panied by the ufual formalities on fuch occafions, we took pofleffion of 
the country from the land we faw north-weflward of Cape Chatham, fo 
far as we miglit explo.re its coafls, in the name of His prefent Majefty, 
for him and for his heirs and fucceffors. This port, the firft which 
we had difeovered, I honored with the name of King George the 
Third’s Sound; and iliis day being the anniverfary of Her Royal 
Highnels Princels Charlotte Augufta Matilda’s birth, the harbour behind 
Point Poffeffion I called Princess Royal Harbour; which with the 
found formed Point PofTeflion into a peninfula, united to the main by a 
very narrow barren fandy beach. Here although we could not difeover 
the leafl trace of its having at any time been the refort of the natives, 
yet in every part where we ftrayed, were feen the fame efieCfs of fire on 
all the vegetable produflions. 

The ceremony of taking poffeffion being finiflied, we found a paffage, 
narrow and fhoal for fome diflance, into the north-eaflern harbour; 
wliere a bar was found to extend acrofs its entrance, on which there 
was only three fathoms water. Within the harbour, the deej) water 
feemed to occupy fomc fpace to the n.k. and n.w. ; but the day was 
too far advanced to permit our making any part icular examination. The 
verdant ifland . covered with luxuriant grafs and other vegetables ter- 
minated the extent of our rcfearches ; and as the fituation of the veffels 
feemed as convenient as any other for procuring what the found might af- 
ford, I determineeWo return on board, and lofc no time in availing inyfclf 
of' the benefits itiprefented. In our way out of this harbour, the boats 
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179V grounded on a bank we had not before perceived ; this was covered with 
oyflers of a raoft delicious flavour, on which we fumptuoufly regaled; 
and, loading in about half an hour, the boats for our friends on board, 
we commemorated the difcovery by calling it Oystkr Harbour. 

In the morning of tlie 30 tli, we began cutting wood and providing 
water, which fufficiently employed all our healthy men ; whilft thofe who 
were Hill indifpofed were dirc6led to amufe themfelves on fhore. Finding 
oaobcr. prafticable to place the fhip much nearer to the fpot whence the 
wood and water were procured, the next day (he was removed; and, by 
funday, we had made fuch progrefs, that the yawl could be fpared for 
the further examination of the found. In her I proceeded to Princefs 
Royal harbour, where, near a rocky cliff, on tlie s.w. fide, was found a 
fmall lhallow flream of excellent water. On tracing its meanders through 
a copfe it brought us to a deferted village of the natives, amidfl: the trees, 
on nearly a level fpot of ground, confifting of about two dozen mifi'rable 
huts moftly of the fame faihion and dimenfions, with that before defcribed, 
though no one of them feemed lb recently erefted. This village had, 
probably, been the refidcnce of, what may in this country be cfteemed, a 
confiderable tribe ; and the conftru6lion of it afforded us an opportunity 
of concluding, that however humble the ftate of their exiftence might be, 
they were not dellitute of diftinftions. Two or three huts were larger, and 
differed in lhape from the reft, as if a couple were fixed clofe to the fide 
of each other ; but the parts which in that cafe would have caufed a repa- 
ration were removed, and the edges joined clofe together, as defcribed in 
the plate, leaving the whole of their fronts open, and iftcreafing their 
diameter about one third more than tloe reft. Yet wpre they not an inch 
loftier, nor were they of greater extent from the front to the back than 
the fingle one before mentioned. Fires had been made in the fronts of all, 
but not recently ; and, excepting fome branches of trees that leemed to 
have been lately broken down, there were not any figns of this place hav- 
ing been vifited for fome time; and although we were very induftrious to 
afeertain the food on which the inhabitants of this village fubfifted, we 
Hill remained in ignorance of it ; as neither (hells, bc)ues, nor any other 
relifts, which might ferve as indications, could be founa, notwithftanding 
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this place had the appearance of a principal refort; for befides the 
habitations already mentioned, which were in pretty good repair, there <— -y— ,i 
were many others in different ftates of decay. This fpot was inter(e6led 
with feveral fmall ftreams of water, yet the fame marks of fire were evi- 
dent on all the vegetable kingdom ; although nbne of the huts Teemed to 
have been affefted by it, which led me to fupppfe that this general fire, 
was of a lefs recent date than at firft I had imagined. In one of the larger 
huts, probably the refidence of a chief, towards which were feveral paths 
leading in different direftions, fdme beads, nails, knives, looking glaffes, 
and medals, were depofited as tokens of our friendly difpofition, and to 
induce any of the natives, who might, unperceived by us, have been in 
the neighbourhood, to favour us with a vifit. Having gratified our 
curiofity, though at the expence of our fix^lings, in contemplating thefe 
very wretched and humiliating efforts of human ingenuity, we returned 
on board, and having by the morning of the 4th replenifhed our water, Tuefday 4. < 
and taken on board a fupply of firewood, Meffrs. Puget and Whidbey 
went to Oyfler Harbour, with three boats, for the purpofe of hauling 
the feine, and obtaining a quantity of thofe fhell filh, previoully to our 
proceeding the following morning to fea. In this part of our plan, how- 
ever, we were difappointed, as the wind which had blown a fteady 
moderate breeze from the n.w. towards the evening blew a ftrong gale 
from the s.e. with a heavy fwell, and prevented the return of the boats ; 
at the fame time that the cloudinefs of the weather precluded me from 
making thofe lunar pbfervations, for the foie purpofe of obtaining which 
I had remained on board. 

The gale moderating the next morning, the boats returned, not hav- Wednef. 5. 
ing been very fuccefsful with the feine, but bringing a fufficient fupply 
of oyfters not only for our convalefcents, but for the affording alfo of 
two or .three excellent meals for all hands. As the s.e. wind and a 
heavy lea in the offing prevented our departure, Mr. Broughton was 
employed in eT^mining the eaflern fide of the found from Oyfler Har- 
bour to Mount Gardner : this was found nearly a flraight and compa6l 
fhore, on which Mr. Broughton landed in feveral places, where the fame 
effefls of fire were evident, although there were not any traces of the 
natives or of their habitations to be difeovered. 

The 
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The like caufcs of detention ftill operating, on Friday the 7th a party was 
made for the further examination of Oyfter Harbour, and by a little ex- 
curfion into the country on that fide to acquire fome information of its 
natural produftions, and, if poffible alfo, of the natives. After exa- 
mining the channel as wrf proceeded to the upper part of the harbour, 
our attention was direfted to Icveral large black fwans in very ftately 
attitudes fwimraing on the water, and, when flying, difeovering the un- 
der parts of their wings and breafl: to be white : this is all the defeription 
we were enabled to give of them, fince they were excelTively ftiy, and we 
very indifferent markfmen. In the northern corner of the harbour, we 
landed near a rivqlet navigable only for canoes and fmall boats. It me- 
andered in a northern direflion between the hills, which opening to the 
eaft and weft, prefented a fpacious plain with fpreft trees occupying 
the banks of the rivulet, and the fides of the hills, even to their very 
fummits. We proceeded about a league by the fide of the rivulet, 
which flovred through fo dead a flat, that its motion was fcarcely percep- 
tible, and continued to be brackilh, although in its paflage it received 
feveral other finaller ftreams of moft excellent water. In it were an 
abundance of very fine filh, and on its banks were inany black fwans, 
ducks, curlews, and other wild fowl. On the fides of this ftream, as well 
as on the fliorcs in Oyfter Harbour, were feen the remains of feveral filh 
wears, about eight or nine inches high, evidently the forty' contrivance 
of the wretched inhabitants of the country : fome of thefe were con- 
ftrufted with loole ftones, others with flicks, and flumps of wood ; but 
none of them were likely to be of much utility at this feaf«>n, as feveral 
were placed nearly at, and others above, what nc^w fcenied the high 
water mark ; but we fuppofed at times, when the rain or other caule 
ihould extend the rivulet beyond its prefent bounds, which in width did 
not exceed thirty yards, and in depth four or five feet, thcfe.humble 
contrivances might arreft fome final! filh. Great bodies of v'ater et idently 
pafs down this ftream at certain feafons, as appeared by the river’s courlb 
occupying from two to three hundred yards on each lide the rivulet, the 
foil of which was compoled of (ea fand and broken fliell^ and was deftitute 
of any vegetable produtlion. This fpacc when overflow\;d mull, from its 
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winding courfe, form a moft beautiful flieet of water. The wears for the 
taking fifh, and ftcps made in the bark for the purpofe of afcending fome y*— i 

of the largell trees, though both excelTively rude, were undoubtedly the 
eftefts of manual labour, and, with the huts, formed the only indications 
of the country being inhabited, that we were ^ble to difcern. There 
were no paths in the woods, nor were any i'mq|tes to be feen over the 
extenfive country we beheld, which fully fatisfied us, that any further 
fearch for the natives would be fruitlefs ; and therefore we returned by a 
different route to die boats. In our way we faw the remains of two 
ffmilar huts. . Near thefe was an ants neft much of the fame ffiape and 
magnitude, though finiflied in a very fuperior ftyle and manner, and 
fhewing how very humble is the ftate of human exiftence, when unalTiffed 
by civil ff)ciety?vand undirc^ied by the fciences. Having eaten our fait 
beef we proceeded homewards, much mortified that the many wild fowl 
we had feen had efcaped our vigilance ; but that we might not return 
empty handed, we ftopped at one of the oyfter banks, where in about 
half an hour wc loaded our boat, and returned on board about 9 o’clock 
in the evening. The bank on which wc found them in greateft plenty 
and the bell tlavoultd, is that which extends from the north or low point 
of the entrance towards the little verdant ifland. The wind blewaftrong 
gale from the e.s.e. and a very heavy fea ran without the found ; but the 
veffels within rode pcrfel lly quiet. This fort of iveathcr, with much rain, 
continued until monday, when we entertained hopes of getting to fea, as Mondayio. 
the wind veered to the fouth ; but foon again refuming its former direc- 
tion, attended' by the heavy fea in the offing, w^e remained at anchor until 
the next day ; which being more favourable to our purpofe, though the Tuefday n. 
wind was flill adverfe, we weighed, and turned out of the found. About 
q in the afternoon, wc regained the ocean ; but the wind at e. n. e. pre- 
vented Qur fleering along the coaff, and obliged us to Hand to tlie fouths- 
oaflward. Whilll we were getting under weigh, I caufed to be depofited 
in the hut at thc^’atcring place, fome beads, knives, looking-glaflcs, and 
other trinkets, as i eompenfation to its folitary owner, fhould he ever re- 
turn, for the wo/d we had cut down, and deprived him of: and to 
commemorate our vifit, near die flump of one of the trees W'c had felled, 

in 
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in a pile of ftones, raifed for the purpofc of attrafting the attention of any 
European, was left a bottle (eal^ up, containing a parchment on which 
were infcribed the names of the veflels, and of the commanders ; with 
the name given to the found, and the date of our arrival and departure. 
Another bottle, containiiig a flmilar memorandum, was likewife dcpofited 
on the top of Seal Iflancj, with a ftaff erefted to conduft any vifitor to it, 
on which was affixed a medal of the year 1789. Thofe who may meet 
with the ftaff will moft probably difcover the bottle hidden near it. This 
precaution was here taken, on a prefuihption that Seal Ifland was en- 
tirely out of the reach of the inhabitants, which might not be the cafe 
where the firft bottle was fecreted. 

At fun-fet the Eclipfe Iflands by compafs bore n. 74 w. Bald-head n. 
45 w. Mount Gardner k. 13E. the hummock mention^d.on the 28th, 
now evidently an ifland, n. 56 e. to n. 51 e. and the tetfiernmoft part 
of the main in fight n. 42 e. whence the coaft appeared to take a (harp 
turn to the northward. As we flood to the s. e. the wind gradually 
veered to the north, which, by day light, led us out of fight of the coaft; 
but as in the forenoon it was calm and the atraofphere very clear. Mount 
Gardner was fecn bearing n.w. 18 leagues diftant. In this fituation we had 
much fwell from the eaftward ; and foundings could not be gained at the 
depth of 200 fathoms. The obferved latitude was 35® 37', longitude 119® 
24', which was 2' to the fbuth, and iff to the call, of what the log fhewed. 
The wind was light and variable until the evening, when it fettled in a 
fteady breeze at s.w. ; the fwell from the eaft, and e. s. e. ftill continu- 
ing, indicated the land in that dire6tion to be at fome diftance. Our un- 
expected detention by the late eaftwardly winds, and,the advanced feafon, 
confpired greatly againft profecuting refearches on this coaft ; 1 deter- 
mined, however, not to abandon that favorite objeft, provided the talk 
fhonld not prove too dangerous, and intricate ; or that the dire6lir>n of the 
coaft fhould not lead us too far out of our way ; as, in refpeft of the for- 
mer, I afled without any authority in the inveftigation;/4nd, in refpeft of 
the latter, our time would not now admit of fufficient^eifure to perfevere 
in the purfuit. Under thefe confiderations our courfeVvas direfled to the 
}j. £. during the night, in hopes of paffing within fight of the land lying to 

the 
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the eaftward of Mount Gardner, fo as to conneft our furvey. Not 
gaining bottom with 1 10 to 140 fathoms of line; and there being at day. 
break no' appearance of the coaft, we fleered north, which foon brought 
us within fight of land to the n.w. making like tliree iilands ; but on a 
nearer approach, the two wefternmoft were evidently conne6led by low 
land to the main: but the conne6ling of the nojthernmoft being uncer- 
tain, it obtained the name of Doubtful Island. 



From the wefternmoft land feen this morning, to the eafternmoft land 
feen on tuefday evening, is a fpade of 14 leagues, ftretching s. 58 w. and 
N.58 E. in which no land was feen. The depth of water was at this time 
30 fatlioms ; the bottom coarfe fand, with broken fhells and coral. The 
weather was delightfully pleafant ; and, with a gentle gale at s. w. we 
fleered along (he coaft, which now took a direClion n. 55 e. our diftance 
from the Ihoca-^nT 2 to 4 leagues. Dpubtful Ifland, and the fliores to 
the s.w. of it, nearly refembled the rtft of the coaft; but to the n.e. the 
coaft prefented a very different profpeft ; being compofed of high de- 
tached cluflers of craggy mountains, on a bafe of low and to all ap- 
pearance level land, well wooded, particularly to the n.w. of Doubtful 
Ifland, where the land falls back to a confiderable diftance, forming 
cither a deep well-fheltered bay, or a low: flat country. At noon, 
a high bluff point, extending from the northernmoft duller of mouni^ 
tains, the eafternmoft land then in fight, bore by compafs n. 24 e. 
the moll weftern and confpicuous duller of apparently difunited moun- 
tains N. 67 w. about 9 leagues diftant; and the eaft point of Doubtful 
Ifland, the wefternmoft land at that time vifible, s. 73 w. This land 
forms a -remarkable point on the coaft, and is. in latitude 34“ 23', longi- 
tude 119® 49' ; which, after admiral Lord Hood, I diftinguifhed by the 
name of Point Hood. In this fituation, our oblervcd latitude was 
34® 18', longitude 120® 14' ; being 13' more to the north, and 6' more to 
the call, than appeared by the log. Soon after mid-day, low land was 
deferied, llretcKW out from the high bluff point, whicli we found fitu- 
ated not immediatNy on the fhore, but fome diftance inland, whence a 
very low country ®c tends to the fca coaft, which takes a direftion S.70E. 
breakers in two fftctached places were difeovered at this time lying at 
VoL. I. G fbine 
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o*^b«sr diftance from the land ; the neareft of thefe about i o’clock* bore 

by compafs k.e. 4 miles dillant; the other* vifible only h*om the niaft> 
head, appeared to lie from the former e. by n. 2 leagues diftant. At 
this time the depth of water was 35 fathoms ; and as the wind blew 
dire£lly on the fhore, and the main land, though not more than 4 leagues 
off, was not fufficiently high to be diftinftly fecn from the deck; we 
hauled our tacks on board* and ftood to the s.e. increaling our diftance 
very flowly. At fix in the evening, the neareft land was a rocky iftand* 
about 2 miles in circuit, which bore by compals n. 13 e. 8 miles diftant; 
and from the maft-head, the flat low coaft was vifible as far as e.n.e.; 
at 9 the depth of water had gradually increaled to 40 fathoms. Confi- 
dering our prefent as the moft prudent tack to‘ remain upon until we 
Ihould meet (hoals, or other impediments, I dire£l:ed Chatham to 
lead and found ; our depth gradually increafed to 54 fathoms, and the 
Friday si. ' coaft in the morning was in fight •from n.e. to eaft. The wind blew a 
light breeze from the s.s.e. with which we fleered for the land until 
about nine, when we tacked in 60 fathoms. The land in fight, at that time* 
from the maft-head bore by compals from n. n. w. to e. by n. each extre- 
mity 5 or 6 leagues diftant; all this was fuppofed to be the main, though 
between north and e.n.e. -the land appeared fomewbat broken, occafi- 
40ned perhaps by fome of its parts being elevated a little above the reft 
of the ftiore, off which breakers were feen to lie at fome diftance ; and the 
land, which in the morning bore eaft, and now bore by compafs n. 87 e. 
8 miles diftant, was evidently a rocky ifland about a league in circuit* 
much refembling that which we paffed the preceding, evening. It 
proved the termination of. our refearches on this coaft, and thence ob- 
tained the name of Termination Islano ; on it the lea broke with 
much violence, and between it, and the main, was a fmall low iflet. The 
great depth of water indicated that the bank of foundings, which we had 
hitherto found extending along the coaft, terminated alfo pn its approach 
to this ifland, as we had no where found fo great a de^ of water at this 
fmall diftance from the ftiore; which* on being inolekred a few miles 
only, put the Ihip intirelyout of foundings. At noo^, the obferved la- 
titude 
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titude was 34® 34'. longitude 121° 52*1 22 miles further eaft, and 4 fur- 
ther north tlian (hewn by the log. In this fituation the main land from c,— y— 
the mall-head was (een bearing bycompafs n.n.w. to e.n.e. -Ie, ; and 
Termination IHand fituated in latitu(fc 34 ° 32 ', longitude 122® 8j; N. 84 e. 

Between the eafternmoft part of the main* leen th|; preceding evening, and 
the wefternmoft feen this morning, is a fpace cjp 10 leagues, which we 
palfed in the night without obferving land ; yet, from the regularity of 
the foundings, there can be little doubt of its being one continued coaft, 
and that the courfe by us made good s. 76 e. is nearly parallel to its di- 
reftion. The whole of this low country prefented a dreary afpe£l, def- 
titute of wood, or herbage, and interfperfed with white and brown patches, 
occafioned, moll probably, by the different colours of fand or rock, of 
which it is convpofed. We hdre noticed more coall and oceanic birds, 
than- weJiad-^^n'i>n any other part of the fhores : as, belides gunnets, and 
two or three different forts of tern, albatroffes, and petrels, particularly 
the black and footy, were in great abundance. The weather continued 
very fine, with a light variable breeze in the eallem quarter, which drew us, 
not only out of fight, and fome dillance from the coall, but prevented 
our making much progrefs in the dire6lion, in which it feemed to bend, 
until the 16 th ; when the wind, fetding in the wellern board, we fleered Sunday 23 . 
to the E.N.E. in hopes of falling in with the land; and in the event of 
its taking a more northerly dire£lion, the Chatham was ordered to look 
out *3 leagues on the larboard beam. At noon, the obferved latitude was 
35*30', the longitude 122* 40'. At this time, the wind fuddenly Ihiftcd 
to the fouthward, and was accompanied by a very heavy fwell in that 
direftion, which llrongly indicating the approach of boillerous weather, 
the Chatham's fignal was made to join, and our courfe was dire6led to 
E.s.E. ; not daring, under all the circumflances of our fituation, to run 
the rifk of encountering bad weather on an unexplored coall, that pre- 
fented to us Co many dangers. Betides, as the lownefs of the fhores 
which we had Ntely feen, and the diflant Ihoals that we had found ex- 
tending from tH^, would exa6l particular caution as we proceeded, 
more time would ^eceflarily be required in the profecution of fuch an 
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inquiry, than the main objeft oi* our voyage would at prefent allow. I 
— .y— ; was therefore compelled to relinquifh, with great relutlance, the favorite 
projeft of further examining the coaft of this unknown though intereiling 
country'' ; and, direfting our route over an hitherto untraverfed part of 
thefe feas, we proceer^d without further delay towards the pacific 
ocean. 


CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER III. 

Remarks on the country And proiuBions onparthjf the fmdh-mjt. coaft of 
New Holland — Extraordinary devcfjlation hy fire — Afironomkal and 
nautical obfervations. 


Although the confiderjftions adverted to in the foregoing chapter, 
render f^ i^ ifpp i^^:fiigable to explore the s.w. coaft of New Holland to 
the extent my wiflies firll led me to in^gine, and prevented our afcertain- 
ing its boundary and connexion with, or ieparation from. Van Dieman’s 
Land ; yet the information we have acquired, will open a field to thofe 
whofe duty it may hereafter be to perform that talk; by Ihewing, that its 
s.w. part maybe approached with the greateft lafet)', as its fliores are bold 
with regular foundings to the diftance of 8 or 9 leagues ; and by the dif- 
covery of the very excellent harbour in King George the Third’s Sound. 
Confidering therefore its fituation and conveniences as likely to become 
of Aiaterial importance to thofe whofe purfuits may induce tliera to navi- 
gate this and the pacific ocean, it may not be uninterefling to detail, in 
a more particular manner, the circumflances that occurred . during our 
vifit to a country hitherto fo little known to Europeans. 

Our furvey comprehended an extent of 1 10 leagues, in which fpace we 
faw no other haven or place of fecurity for Ihipping than the found before 
mentioned ; notwithflanding the opinion of Dampier, who has confidered 
the whole of the weflern part of New Holland as confifting of a clufter of 
iflands. HewaV^ndoubtedly a judicious obferver, of very fuperior talents ; 
and, it is moll liffli^, formed his opinion from the many iflands which he 
found compofing me exterior coaft of the n. w. part of this extenfive coun- 
tr)^ However may be his conclufions as to that part of New Holland, 

they 
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they certainly do not apply to its fouth weftern fide, as no very material 
reparation, eidier by rivers, or arms of the fea, was difcovcred 'A the 
neighbourhood of our furvey. Had fuch breaks in the coaft exifted, and 
had they efcaped our obfervation, it is highly probable we (hould have 
met in the fea, or fccn driven on its fhores, drift wood and other 
produ£lions of the interior country. The very deep colour alfo of 
the fcveral ftreams of water may poffibly be occafioned by the quality of 
the foil through which they flow ; whence it may be inferred tliat, if any 
confiderable inland waters had their fource far in the countrj^ or if any 
great body delcended from its (hares, the lea along the coaft w’ould in fome 
' meafure have been difcoloured ; but neither of thefe evidences exifted, 

t 

for, on our approach to the land, there was no previous appearance to in- 
dicate its vicinity. This opinion was further corrobora^. J)n infpefting 
the habitations and places of the natives’ refort; vmefit^not thgjeaft re- 
mains of canoes, or other circumftance prefented itfelf, which could con- 
vey the moft diftant idea of thefe people having ever trufted themfelves 
on the water ; a circumftance which it is reafonable to fuppofc would fome- 
times have happened, had their country been infulated, or their travelling 
interrupted by large rivers or arms of the fea; efpecifdly as all appear- 
ances favored the conjefture of their being, by no means, a ftationary 
people. There was great reafon, however, to conclude, that the coun- 
try was well fupplied with finelh water ; as wherever we chanced to land, 
we eafily procured that valuable article, not only where the foil was of 
confiderable depth, but from ftreamlets iffuing out of the folid rocks. 
This feemed to be the cafe even on the moft elevated land, , which caufed 
a very lingular appearance when the lun Ihone in certain direflions on 
thofe mountains whofe furfaces were deftitute of foil ; for on thefe made 
humid by the continually oozing of the water, a bright glare was pro- 
duced that gave them the refemblance of hills covered with fnpw. 

Our refearches afforded little matter worthy of nonce excepting 
fuch as appertained to King George the Third’s Soj^d. This port 
has its entrance in latitude 35* 5V longitude 11 8* Ay'. It is eafily 
known on approaching it from the weftward, as it » the firft open- 
ing in the coaft that prefents any appearance like an harbour, 

eaftward 
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eaftward of cape Chatham. The Eclipfe Iflands being the only 
detached land that can be fo regarded, are an excellent guide to the 
found, having, between them and Bald-head, fome rocks on which the 
fea breaks with great violence. The port is fafe, and eafy of accefs any 
where between its outer points of entrance, |Bald-head, and Mount 
Gardner, lying n. 62 e. and s. 62 w. 11 tpiles diftant from each 
other. Mount Gardner is not lels confpicuous and ufeful in pointing 
out the found from the eaflern quarter, than in its being rendered very 
remarkable by its handfome fhape, and its rocky, and almoft uninter- 
rupted polifhed furface to its fummit. Us bale may be faid rather to form 
the eailern extent of the coaft, than the oppolite point of the found, 
there being witliin it a*proje£lion which more properly forms the n.e. 
point of the found, lying from Bald-head n. 30 e. about 5 miles dif- 
tant.* -.J^xween. liiele latter points are Michaelmas, and Break Sea 
iflands, each about a league in circuits one mile apart, nearly equidiflant 
between the two points, and affording to all appearance good channels on 
every fide. The water fuddenly decreafes in its depth from 30 to 12 
fathoms*, the latter depth uniformly continuing acrofs from point opoint, 

1 fliould conceive, muft be an additional means of preventing any very 
heavy fea from rolling into the found ; which, in the moft expoled place 
of anchorage convenient to the Chore, is only open from e. by n. to s.e. 
by E. Between thefe limits are fituated the two iflands above mentioned, 
whence the found extends w. by n. about two leagues to Point Poflelfion, 
and from our anchorage to Oyfter Harbour, north about the fame dif- 
tance, with regular foundings in mid-channel of 12 to 15, and 10 to 6 
fathoms clofe to the Chore, excepting near Seal Ifland, where there is a 
hole of 2 1 fathoms. The Difcovery and Chatham were moored in a fitua- 
tion, not only very convenient as to communicationwitli the Chore, but! 
believe, in perfeft fecurity as it refpefted the element : for although the 
fea broke fometimcs with fuch violence on Break Sea Ifland, that the 
furf ranged to it^leyated fummit, during a continuance of the boifterous 
weather ; yet it dia Itot occafion us the leaft inconvenience. A more eligible 
fituation if required in the found might very probably be met with above 
the flat rock, asA^eflels would be there more completely land locked; 

and 
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o^^bc ^ convenient Tandy cove, eafily to be difcovered in that neighbour- 

- ' ‘ hood, a flream of excellent ’frefii water flows into, which though to all 
appearance not better in quality than the water we received on board, 
w^as yet more plealing to the eye, not being of lb deep a colour. 

Princels Royal’s Harbour admits of a pafl'age into it about a quarter of 
a mile wide : neareft to fhe northern Ihore the depth is 5 or 6 fathoms, but 
on the fouthern, not more than 2^ and 3 fathoms water ; occafioned by 
banks of coral rock which are very confpicuous, and, not being liable to 
any of the violent agitations of the fea, are by no means dangerous. 
Within the points of entrance, -the depth is regularly from 4 to 7 fa- 
thoms, and the bottom clear, good holding ground. This depth, though 
occupying part only of the harbour, yet affords a fuflicient fpace for 
feveral veflels to ride in fafety. ^ , 

Oyller Harbour is rendered admiflible alone for'^wels jof^jcniddle 
fize, by the fliallownels of the wate» on the bar, extending from fitore to 
Ihore, on which we found 1 7 feet water only, although the depth in- 
creafed from 5 to 7 fathoms on each fide. The deep water within the 
harbour did not feem of any great extent. In both thefe harbours the 
communication with the country is rendered unpleafant by the (hallow 
depth of water in moll places extending to a great diftance from the 
Ihore. This inconveniency could eafily be remedied, (hould it ever be 
an objeft fo to do, by wharfs ; although it is not unlikely that on a more 
minute infpe£lion the neceflity for fuch a meafure would ceale to appear. 

In navigating the found, we did not obferve any danger that was not 
fufficiently confpicuous to be avoided: circumftances hojvevcr did not 
admit of our acquiring that fatisfaftory information refpefting Princels 
Royal and C))'fter harbours which fall into it, that could have been wilhed ; 
yet fo &r as relates to the found, the annexed llcetch will I believe be 
found to contain no very material error. 

The appearance of this country along the coalls, refembles, in moll 
refpefts, that of Africa about the cape of Good Hgjie. The fuiface 
Teemed to be chiefly cbmpoled of fand mixed with /fe^ayed vegetables, 
varying exceedingly in point of richnefs ; and although bearing a great 
liioilarity, yet indicating a foil fuperior in quality to Vhat in the imme- 
diate 
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diate neighbourhood of Cape Town. The principal component part *79‘. 
of this country appeared to be coral ; and it would feem that its,eleva- t ‘f. 
tion above the ocean is of modern date, not only from the (bores, and 
the bank which extends along the coaft being, generally fpcaking, com- 
poied of coral, as was evident by our lead ne\ter defcending to the bot- 
tom without bringing up coral on its return ; kut by coral being found 
on the higheft hills we afcended ; particularly on the fummit of Bald- 
Head, which is fufficiently above the level of the (ea to be feen at 1 2 or 
14 leagues diftance. Here the coral was entirely in its original (late; 
particularly in one level fpot, comprehending about eight acres, which pro- 
duced not the lead herbage on the white fand that occupied this fpace ; 
through which the branches of, coral protruded, and were found (bind- 
ing exadlly like- thofe feen in the beds of coral beneath the furface of the 
(ea, 'whlwamihcations of different (izes, fome not half an inch, others 
four or five inches in circumference. * In thefe fields of coral, (if the term 
field be allowable,) of which there were leveral, fea (hells were in 
great abundance, fome nearly in a perfeft (late (lill adhering to the coral, 
others in different ftages of decay. The coral was friable in various 
degrees ; the extremities of the branches, (bme of which were nearly four 
feet above the fand; were eafily reduced to powder, whilft thofe clofe 
to, or under the furface, required fome fmall force to break them from 
the rocky foundation from whence they appeared to fpring. 1 have feen 
coral in many places at a confiderable difiance from the fea ; but in no 
other infiance have I feen it fo elevated, and in fuch a fiate of perfc£lion. 

In the lowe? lands we frequently met with extenfive tra£ls occupied 
by a kind of okeridii fwampy peat, or moorifh foil of a very dark brown 
colour, forming as it were a crufi, which (hook and trembled when 
walked upon ; with water oozing through, or running o^'er the (iirface, 
in all direftions. Through this foil moft of the ftreams take their courfe, 
and it is to thei^impregnation in the palfage, that the general high co- 
lour of the wat^l^u to be attributed. Thele (wamps were not always 
confined to low a^ level fpots, but were found on the acclivity of the 
higher lands ; and where thefe did not occupy the (ides of the hills, the 
foil was deep, and appeared infinitely more productive titan the furface 
VoL. I. . H of 
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of the plains ; efpecially that through which the rivulet in Oyfter Harbour 
has been mentioned to flow. In that plain we found, at irregular in- 
tervals, jutt beneath the furface, a fubftratum of an apparently imperfeft 
chalk, or a rich white marie, feemingly formed of the fame^decayed (hells, 
with which the courfc of /.he river abounded. Thefe ftrata, about eight or 
ten yards broad, run perpendicularly to the rivulpt ; their depth we had 
not leifure to examine, although there leemed little doubt of finding this 
fubftance in fufficient abundance for the purpofes of manure, fliould the 
cultivation of this country ever be in tontemplation. The general ftruc- 
ture of it feems very favorable to fuch an attempt, as the mountains are 
neither fteep nor. numerous ; nor do the rifing grounds form fuch hills 
as bid defiance to the plough, while they ^produce that fort of diverfity 
which is grateful to the eye, and not unpleafant to the travysller. 

This chalky earth was alfo found in the neighbourhood of-a. moorKh 
foil ; and, on a more minute examfnation, feemed much to refemblc an 
earth deferibed in Cronftadt’s Mineralogy at the bottom of his note (y)^ 
page 21. It did not (hew any figns of effervefcence with acids, nor did 
it burn into lime ; but, like the earth alluded to, contains a number of 
fmall tranfparient cryftals. Thefe were vifible without a microfeope ; 
and as, on applying the blow pipe, vitrification took place, it might 
probably be ufefully appropriated in making a fort of porcelain. 

The ftones we found were chiefly of coral, with a few black and brown 
pebbles, flate, quartz, two or three forts of granite, with fome fand ftones, 
but none feeming to poflefs any metallic quality. 

The climate, if a judgment may be formed by fo ftiort'a vifit, feemed 
delightful : for though we contended with fome boifterous weather on our 
approach to the coaft, nothing lefs ought reafonably to have been ex- 
pe6led at the feafon of the vernal equinox, and breaking up of the win- 
ter. The gales we experienced in King George the Third’s Sopnd, were 
not of fuch violence as to put velfcls at fea paft their tojpfails; although 
whilft.the s.w. wind continued a moft violent fea bre^ with incredible 
fury on the exterior fliores. This however can eafilj^^ imagined, when 
theextenfive uninterrupted range whicli the wind in that dire£Uon has over 
the Indian ocean is taken into confideration : during the continuance of 

this 



ROUND THE WORLD. 


5 » 


this wind th© atmofphere was tolerably clear, though the air was keen. 
Farenheit’s thermometer, at the time of year anfwering to the beginning of 
april in the northern hemifphere, flood at 53® ; but at all other times during 
our ftay, varied between 58“ and 64“, and the barometer from 29*90' to 30* 
50'. Slight colds were caught by the crew, which ought rather to be imputed 
to their own want of care than to the climate, fis, on getting to fea, the 
parties foon recovered. Our convalefcents in the flux received much be- 
nefit, tliough their health could not yet be confidered as tlioroughly re- 
eftablifhed. Thefe circumftances induced an opinion, that the climate 
and foil bid fair to be capable of producing all the eflentials,' and many of 
the luxuries of life ; although-on the fubjeft of agricultural improvement, I 
felt myfelf as unqualified to determine, as to enumerate fcientifically the 
■feveral trees,,fhrubs, and plants with which the country abounds. Of the 
two 4 atter there appeared a great variety, and I belicjve afforded to Mr. 
M^zies much entertainment and employment. Amongft the mofl re- 
markable was the gum plant, found every where in great abundance, 
and anfwering, in all its charatlers, to the defeription and reprefentation 
of that plant found at port Jackfon, as mentioned in Philips’s voyage. 
Wild celery was found in quantities fuffi^ient for our pea-foup, and daily 
to fupply the people by way of fauce to their falt^ meat : this with fam- 
phire were the only eatable vegetables we procured. Other plants were 
numerous, and afforded a great variety of beautiful flowers. The fhrubs 
alfd were abundant, and of many fpecies ; but'^neither thefe nor the 
trees grew fo clofely together as materially to incommode travelling, even 
in the neighbourhood of 0 )'fter Harbour, where the country is very well 
wooded ; and as the branches of the trees do not approach within feveral 
feet of the ground, an extenfive view is admitted in every dircflioHi 
The foreft trees feemed of four difl'erent forts. The mofl: common much 
refembled the holly, but thefe were not of the larger fort ; that wliich 1 
took to be the gum tree of New South Wales, by its foliage and its pt-o- 
ducing a confid^able quantity of gum, ieemed to be a hard, ponderous, 
clofe-grained wodf^ ; of this delcription the larger trees feemed chiefly to 
confifl ; one of thefe meafured 9 feet 4 inches in girth, and was of a propor- 
tionable height. Thofe from which our fuel was procured were of the ijiyr- 
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unlike the pimento olf the Weft Indies, in (hape, appearance, 
\ ^ ^ and aromatic ftavor of the foliage ; and in the hard and clofe texture of 

the wood, which makes an excellent and pleaiant fire, burning cheer- 
fully yet confuming flow ; whilft, from the (moke, a very fpicy agreeable 
fragrance is exhaled. Thefe do not, in general, grow to large timbers ; 
but there is another fpecfes much refembling them, with rather broader 
leaves, and poATeifing like them an aromatic flavor, which grow to a con- 
fiderable fizc. Thefe, with a fpecies not unlike the filver tree of the 
cape of Good Hope, were the trees that were found generally to com- 
pofe the foreiL 

For the benefit of thole who may vifit the country hereafter, fome vine- 
cuttings and water-creffes were planted on tlie iflahd in Oyfter Harbour, 
and at the place from whence we procured our fuel ; and anjalTortment of 
garden feeds, with forae almonds, orange, lemon and pumkin feed»-vtere 
fown. The whole being the produce of Africa, I (hould have entertain- 
ed little doubt of their fuccefs, had it not been, that there was much to 
apprehend in their being over-run by the natural produflions of the 
country. 

Of the animal kingdom, fo far as relates to the tenants of the earth, 
little information was derived. The only quadruped feen was one dead 
kangaroo ; the dung, however, of thefe or fome other animals feeding 
on vegetables, was almoft every where met with, and frequently fo freih 
as to indicate that the animal could not be far removed. 

Of the birds that live in or refort to the woods, the vulture may be 
fsid to be the moft common, as we faw feveral of this fpecies, or at 
ieaft, birds that were fo confidered. Hawks of the falcon tribe, with (e- 
veral others of that genus ; a bird much refembling the Englifli crow, 
parrots, parroquets, and a variety of fmall birds, fome of which fung 
very melodioufly, were thofc which attrafled our attention the moft; 
but all were ib exceffively wild and watchful, that few fpecipens could be 
procured. Of the water fowl, the black fwan leemed .as numerous as 
any other fpecies of aquatic birds in the neighbourhoc^ of Oyfter Har- 
bour, but they were feen in no other place. There were alfo black and 
whiqe pelicans of a large (brt, feen at a diftance; and though ducks were 
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in great numbers, we were very unruccefsful in taking them. A very 
peculiar one was (hot, of a darkifh grey plumage, with a bag like that v.— yi^. 
of a lizard hanging under its throat ; which fmelt fo intolerably of mufk 
that it fcented nearly the whole (hip. There were alfo many grey cur- 
lews, and fea-pies ; of the latter we procured a few, which were excel- 
lent eating. The aquatic birds before enumeraked, with fhags, the com- 
mon gull, two or three forts of tern, and a few fmall penguins of a 
blueilh colour, included the whole of the feathered tribe in the vicinity 
of the (hores. 

With the produflions of the fea, we were not much more acquainted ; 
which is rather to be attributed to our want of Ikill a$ hfliermen than to 
its want of bounty. Some qf the few fifli we caught were very excel- 
lent, particularly of the larger fort; one much refembling the fnook, 
and -another the calipevar of Jamaica, both of high flavor; as was a 
kiqd of fifh not unlike, nor inferior in quality to, the Englifli red mullet. 

Thefe, with the common white mullet, rock fifli, mackerel, herrings, 
and a variety of fmall fifli, were thofe we procured, though not in any 
abundance. 

Whilft on the coafl, whales and feals were frequently playing about 
the (hip ; of the latter, we faw about a fcore at one time on Seal Ifland. 

The little trouble thefe animals took to avoid us, indicated their not be- 
ing accuilomed to fuch vifitors. The throat and belly of thefe feals, 
which were of a large fort, were nearly white ; between the head and 
flioulders, the neck riles in a kind of creft, which, with the back, was of 
a light brown colour ; their hair was exceedingly coarfe ; the carcafe very 
poor, and afforded little blubber ; which, however, may be imputable to 
the feafon. 

Reptiles and noxious animals Teemed by no means to be numerous, 
as only two or three yellow, and bronze-coloured fnakes were feen, which 
were good eating ; thele, with a few lizards oP the common fort, and 
fome about eight or nine inches long of a thick clumly make, dark colour, 
and altogether excelfively ugly, were what compofed that race of animals. 

Some beautiful beetles, common flies, and mufleitoes, were occafionally 
met with, but not in fuch numbers as to produce inconvenience. • 
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' ‘It would now remain toiay fomething of the human fpecies, the inhabi- 
tants of this countiy ; but as ‘ we were not fo fottunate to procure an inter- 
.view with any one of them, all that can be advanced on this fubjedl 
muft be founded on conjefture or nearly fo, and Confequently very liable 
-to error ; it may, however, not be unacceptable to llate fuch circum- 
llances as, on the fpot, Occurred to our obfervation. 

■ The natives appeared to be a wandering people, who fometimes 
made their excurfions individually, at other times in confiderable parties ; 
this was apparent by their habitations being found iingle and alone, as 
well as compofing tolerably large villages. 

Befides the village I vifited, Mr. Brougbton difeovered another about 
two miles diftant from it, of nearly the fame magnitude ; but it appeared 
to be of a much later date, as all the huts had been recently built, 
and feemed to have been very lately inhabited. It was fituated'to a 
fwamp, which might probably have been preferred to a higher and 
firmer land for the convenience of water/ One or two huts of a larger 
■fize were here alfo obferved; the reft were predfely of the fame de- 
feription with thofe in the neighbourhood. The larger trees in the 
vicinity of both villages, had been hollowed out by fire, fufficiently to 
afford the Ihelter thefe people leaned to require; Upon Hones placed in the 
inlide of thefe hollow trees fires had been made, which proved that they 
had beeii ufed as habitations, either for the inferbr of the party, which 


'would argue a further degi^ of fubordination amongft than, or for thofe 


who vf&ce too indolent to build themfelves the wattled huts before de- 


scribed. No one fpecies of furniture or utenfil was difeervered in any 
of the houles ; the only implements feen, . were pieces of fticks inten- 
ded as fpears, rudely wrought, and the operation of manual labour upon 
them but flightly difcemible. The bark w’as ftripped off, and the thick- 
eft ^nd, after havinjg been burnt in the fire, was feraped and reduced to 
a blunt point, on one of which Tome blood was found ftill adhering. 

Deftiiute (as they feemed) of the means, and totally ignorant of every 
mode of embarkation, it is not likely that they place much dependence 
on marine produflions for Aeir fiibfifience ; yet it was evident from the 
wears on.the Ihores, and from the mouths of -the brooks near the villages 
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being flopped up, that they fometimes refort to the rivulets and to the 
fea for prcvifions. On this account, it was confulcred rather extraordinary, 
that the bones of the fifhes on which they had fed were no where to be 
found ; and this led to a fuppotition that thofe which their endeavours ena- 
bled them to procure were very fmall. It appeared flill more extraordinary 
that, fincc they drew a certain proportion of their fbod from the fea, 
they fliould not have difeovered fo excellent a part of its produce as oyfters 
and clams ; notwithftanding that the latter fhow thcmfelves on the beaches 
over which they mull frequently walk ; and that the former at low water 
require only wading half-leg d(’ep on the fhoals that extend from the 
main land to gather in a few minutes a day’s fubfiftence. Neither did it ap- 
pear that they had any khowlcdgje of thefe, the limpets, nor any other (hell 
lilli found amongH the rocks ; or if they had, for fomc rcafon not calily to 
be imagined, they certainly madenoufe of them ; otherwife their (hells in 
all human probability would have been feen near die places of their re- 
fort. Hence it may naturally be inferred, that the land principally 
(iipplies their wants, or hunger .would long fince have conduced 
them to fuch excellent rcfources. This opinion is fupporled by tlic ex- 
treme (hynefs ol the leathered creation, and the wildnefs of the quadru- 
peds, whofe footing, and the other figns of their being at no great diflance 
without our obtaining any fight of them, fufficiently proved that they 
were condantly purfued. This circumftance may furnifli a probable con- 
je6lure on the caufc of the very extraordinary devaftation by fire, which 
the vegetable produ6lions had fuffered throughout the whole country t/e 
traverled. Fiae is frequently reforted to by rude nations, either for the 
purpofe of encourag^ing a fweetcr growth of herbage in their hunting 
grounds, or as toils for taking their wild animals, of which they arc in 
purfuit. When the forcll is fet on fire for fuch purpofes in a dry feafon, 
its ravaggf may become very extenfive; and the inflammatory quality of 
the gum plant, which is here in great abundance, may operate to pro- 
mote that general havock whicli we oblerved in the vegetable kingdom. 

The deftruflive operations of fire were, however, evident in places 
where the gum-plant was not found for a confidcrable diftance; and, 
pofitively fpeaking, in our excurfion on fhore, we did not fee a fpot 

that 


* 79 ‘* 

Ofiober. 



5 ^ 


A VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY 


>£?obcr produced any vegetables, which had not vifibly felt its elFefls. 

Where the country was well wooded, the loftiefl; timbers had the 
topmoft of their branches burned ; yet none feemed totally deftroyed 
by it; and where the luxuriance of the foil had obliterated its bane- 
ful appearance amongd the growing Ihrubs and plants, the ground, 
on examination,* was found ftrewed over with the remains of 
branches and flumps that had been partially confumed by fire. Had 
this conflagration been occafioned, as fome of us fuppofed, by repeated 
ftorms of violent lightning and thunder, it is reafonable to imagine we 
fhould have feen the foreft trees much torn and fhattered to pieces ; 
which in no inftgince was obferved. 

As nothing further occurred, worthy any particular notice, I (hall con- 
elude my remarks on this country by dating the adronomical and nau- 
tical obfervations that were made for afeertaining its fituation, and for 
other purpofes of navigation. 

The latitude of the fituation of the fhips in King 
George the Third’s Sound, deduced from 9 me- 
ridional altitudes of the fun, taken by four different 
obfervers and quadrants, all nearly agreeing toge- 
ther, gave their mean refult - - - 35“ 5' 30" fouth 

The longitude deduced from the mean refult of 
25 fets of lunar didances of the fun and dars, taken 
before our arrival; 8 fets taken whild at anchor 
in the found ; and 52 fets taken after our departure, 
and reduced to our dation there; making in the 
whole 85 fets, each fet containing 6 obfervetl dis- 
tances, and equal to 510 obfervations, gave - 118" 14' 13" ead 

Kendall’s chronometer, allowing the Portfmouth 
rate, on our arrival (hewed - - - - 117® 46' o" 

Allowing the Cape rate - - - - 118“ 23' o" 

Arnold’s chronometer, on board the Chatham, al- 
lowing the Cape rate ----- 117* 38" 30" 

By the daily obfervations made at anchor, Kendall’s chronometer ap- 
peared to have altered its rate as fettled at the cape of Good Hope, 

and 
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and feemed to be going nearer to its original Portfinouth rate. The re- 
fult of a fortnight’s obfervations proved it to be gaining at the rate of 
6" per day ; and admitting the longitude to be right as afeertained by 
our obfervations, it was, at noon on the 9th of 06 lober, faft of mean 
time at Greenwich 26 ' 14": and as it was manifeft on our arrival and 
during our refidencc at the Cape, tliat Kendall’s chronometer was gain- 
ing materially on its Portfinouth rate, I have, in reducing the obferva- 
tions taken prior to our arrival in King George the Third’s Sound, 
adopted a mean rate, which I truft will render the refult of the feveral 
obfervations liable to little error. 

The variation of the magnetic needle on board whilft at anchor, by 
two compaffes, differed from 3“ 55' to 7“ 11". The mean refult of 12 
fets fhewed 5® 2.0' weftwardly variation. 

The vertical inclination of the South point of the magnetic 
needle, marked end North, face Eaft . - - - 65'’ 49' 

Marked end North face Weft - . - . 6^^“ 

Marked end South face Eaft - - . - 6^" 28' 

Marked end South face Weft - - - - 65'’ 20' 

Mean vertical inclination of the South point of the marine dip- 
ping needle 64'’ 

Our obfervations with regard to the tides were rather indccifive, as 
their flu£luation in the found feemed to be greatly influenced by the force 
and direftion of the wind ; our laft vifit however to Oyfter Harbour 
afforded an opportunity of noticing, that the rife and fall appeared on 
that day to be«about four feet, and that it was high water 3'* 42' after 
the moon paffes the , meridian. Whilft on the coaft the veffels were 
conftantly found to be further advanced, than what the run of the log 
intimated ; but whether this was occafioned by errors in this prafticc, or 
by a current continually prefting eaftward along the coaft, we had no 
pofitive means of difeovering ; though, from our conclufions at the time, 
the latter fhould feem to be the cafe, as the log was not only ufed with 
much circumfpeftion, but the line was frequently remeafured, and always 
found according to its due proportions. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

Pajfage from the fotdh-v)eJl coajl of New Holland — Pafs Van Dieman*s 
Land — Arrival in Dujky Bay^ New Zealand — Violent Jlorms — Leave 
Dujky Bay — A violent Jlorm — Much water found in the Jhip — Part 
company with the Chatham — Difcover the Snares — Proceed towards 
Olaheite — Arrive and join the Chatham there. 


1791. 

Oftobcr. 


Our apprchcnfions of approaching boifterous weather, proved in the 
fcquel to have been ill founded ; for notwithftanding the s. w. fwcll on the 
17th greatly incrcafed, a gentle gale continued to attend us, chiefly from 
the weftern quarter, with plealant weather. With this we fleered to the 
s. E. and without the occurrence of any intervening circumflance worth 
Wedncf.'aG. relating, made fuch progrefs, that on the 26th, we had fight of Van 
Dieman’s Land, bearing by compafs e.n.e. 10 or 12 leagues dillant. 
Soundings at this time could not be gained at the de])th of 80 fit horns. 
During this paflage few oceanic birds had been feen; a continual and 
lieavy fwell had rolled between the fouth and well, and we experienced 
the fame fort of influence in our reckoiiing as on thf coafl of New 
Holland, in finding die fhip every day further advanced than wc ex- 
pefted. A continuance of fine weather allowed fevcral lunar obfervations 
to be taken, which were directed to the pui pofe of afeertaining the longi- 
tude of our lafl flation. The breeze from the s. 1:. wiis very li^ht, and it 
was not until late in the day that the land could be plainly diflinguilhed. 
At feven o’clock in the evening we tacked and flood to the s.w.; the 
Mewftonc bearing by compafs s. 88 e. ; the caflernmofl part of the main 
land in fight x. 82^ e. the fouth- well cape being the neareft land n. e. 3 
or, 4 leagues dillant; land appearing like an ifland, N.ii w. and the 
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wefternmoft part of the main land n . 5 w.’ This land lies from the fouth- 
weft cape n. i6w. about 9 leagues diftant: between thcfe points the 
coafl feemcd to be much broken, witl^ fbme ftnall iflands lying a few miles 
from tlie fhorc. It was nearly calm during the night, and although 
within 3 or 4 leagues of the land, foundings could not gained at the 
depth of 130 fathoms. 

In the morning we fleered along the coafl, with a 
fine breeze from n. n.w. ; and about 8, under the me- 
ridian of the fouth-weft cape, the chronometer gave the 


longitude by the laft rate - 1^5“ 27' " 

By the Cape rate - 1^7 n 

By the Portfmouth rate - -- -- -- --*146 8 


The former, places the foutK-weft cape 20' further 
call than the longitude affigned to it by captain Cook. 
The chronometer placed the Swilly^rock which we 
palled in the evening, according to the laft rate, in 


longitude 1 17° 23' 30'' 

According to the Cape rate - -- -- -- -148 3 45 

Portfmouth rate 147 2 


By tlie laft rate the chronometer was 17^' to the eaft of Captain Cooks 
longitude of this rock, and made the mean difference of the longitude of 
this coafl, i 8'45", eaftward of Captain Cook’s calculations; whence 
it w'otild appear, that either the chronometer had acquired that error fince 
our departure from King George tlic Third’s Sound, or that we had 
placed that po^t a few miles too far to the eaftward. The neareft land at 
fix in the evening, was the fouth cape of Van Dieman’s, which bore by 
compafs N. 24 vv. 6 or 7 leagues diftant. Having now a fine gale at 
N.N.E. we took t\vo reefs in the topfails ; fhaped a courfe for Dufli) Bay 
in New Zealand ; and by fignal to the Chatham, appointed Facile Har- 
bour in tliat bay as the next place of rendezvous. 

The dyfentery, though nearly fubdued on board both vcffels, had left 
thofe who hud been afflifcied with it in a very feeble and reduced ftatc ; and 
not knowing of any place fo cafily within our reach, where fuch excellent 
refrefhmeiits could be piocurcd with fo much facility, together witli tim- 
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oa(?bVr planks, fpars for tent poles, &c. &c. of which we ftood in great 

need, I was induced to make choice of Dufley Bay, notwithflanding the 
inconvenience it labours under fiom the great depth of water, and want 
of anchorage in its entrance. 

A favorable wind, attended in general with tolerably fine weather, va- 
Novcmijcr. ricd bctwccn the n. and w. and afterwards between the w. and s. with 
Wcclncf. 2. frefh gales, until the 2d of november ; when about 9 in the forenoon we 
were brought within fight of the coaft of New Zealand, bearing by com- 
pafs E.N.E. 12 or 14 leagues diftant. We ftood for the land, making all 
, fail with a frefti breeze at s.w. ; but the weather was fo exceedingly hazy, 
’ that it was one o’clock in the afternoon before it was plainly diftin- 
guiflied; when Five Finger Point was feen bearing by compafs n.e. 7 
leagues diftant, and the weft cape e. by n. ^ n. The wind in the evening 
veered round to the n.n.w. and being light, with alternate calms, the 
boats were hoifted out to tow ; by. which means, and with the additional 
aftift'ance of a heavy fwell rolling up Dufley Bay, we anchored about 9 
that evening in 40 fathoms foft bottom, in the arm leading into Facile 
Harbour. Five Finger Point by compafs bore s. 38 w. ; the weft point 
of Parrot Iftand n. 35 e. and the neareft fhore w.n.w. half a mile dif- 
tant. About 1 1 the Chatham anchored, and, though within us, was in 
60 fathoms water. 

Although in the year 1773, I had vifited Dnfky Bay with Captain Cook 
in the Refolution, I had never been in Facile Harbour ; for this rcafon I 
deemed it expedient, previous to moving the veftels, to examine and 
determine on a fituation there moft convenient for our Several employ- 
ments. On this occafion I was accompanied by Mr. Broughton and 
Mr. Whidbey. Having made our choice, we were greatly alarmed 
on our return by the report of two guns ; but as the wind had miich 
increafed fince our departure from the fhips, we were not long at a lofs 
how 10 account for this fignal, and concluded that one, or both, of the 
velTels had driven from their anchorage. 

We were no fooner clear of the iflands, (han our conjeftures were in 
part confirmed. The Chatham was ftationary, but the Difeovery was 
mpving ; and by the time we reached her, about one o’clock, (he was 
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nearly a-breaft of Five Finger Point. ’ We found that, on the Chip’s 
driving, a lecond anchor had been reforted to ; but the depth of water „i 

being upwards of 70 fathoms, flie v^-flot brought up ; tliat anchor was 
again at the bows, and tlie ()fh<?fnearly up ; fo that we were fhortly en- 
abled to fet the fails; and, having a ftrong gale at n.n.w. though at- 
tended with heavy fquall.s^ I was not without hopes of reacliing our de- 
llination in Facile Harbour before duflc. But about five, a very violent 
gull of wind carried away the ftrap of the fore-topfail fheet block ; the 
Clayfail Ihects and haulyards gave way ; and the forc-topmall llayfail fplit : 
the gale leeftied to be increaling, and as we were in too narrow a channel 
to repair thefe damages before wc fhould have loll all the dillance we had 
gained, it was exceedingly fortunate that we had Anchor Kland Harbour 
to leeward of ^us, for which we immediately (leered ; and running in by 
the wellern entrance, anchored at the mouth of the cove in 26 fathoms, 
foft muddy bottom ; and after veering to half a cable, our Hern was in 13 
fathoms water, about forty yards from the illand tliat lies at the bottom 
of tlie cove. The Ihip was Iteadied by hawfers, from the bows to the 
points of tlie cove, and from the quarters to tlie trees on each fide. The 
gale incre^led during the night ; and it became neccllary to llrike the lower 
yards, and top-gallant malls. Our apprehenlions for the I'afety of the 
Chatham were not relieved until, by rowing over to the Petrel Iflands the 
next forenoon, and by walking acrofs the land, wc had the happinefs to Friday .j. 
fee fier ride in perfeft fafety ; but as (lie was dire6tly to windward, and 
the gale continued to increafe, Mr. Broughton was unable to get on 
board. Satisfied with the fccurity of her Ration, we returned to tlie 
Difeovery, when tlie violence of the gale from the n.w. obliged us to 
llrike the topmalls, it not being in our power to vere more cable, or allow 
the ftiip to drive, without her being on the rocks aftern; of which even 
witli thefe precautions we entertained fome fears ; although in a lituation 
perfe6Uy land locked, and the weather lliores not more than live cables 
length dillant. The violence of the gale dill cont inuing, the finall bower 
anchor was dropped under Ibot. In the evening the wind moderated a lit- 
tle, which feemed to be for the foie purpofe of acquiring and returning 
with new vigor, as, by two on faturday morning, the gale increafed to fo 
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violent a Horni, as to oblige us to lower the top-mafts clofe down to the 
j cap, and to get our yards and top-gallant mails fore and aft on the deck. 
Fiom fi\ e o'clock until eight, it bl«tw a perfcft hurricane, attended with 
torrents of rain. We were happily in a V'f'ry fnug, fccure little harbour, 
yet the fea beat with fucli unremitted violence againft the rocks imme- 
diately allern of us, that had either die anchof, or cable given way, lit- 
tle elfe but inevitable dellruftion mull have followed. Our anxiety was 
infinitely incrcafed, by our folicitude for the welfare of the Chatham; 
but as die llorm with us at k.w. by w. was dirc6lly from off the highland 
under which Ihe rode, we comforted ourfclves with the hop'fe llie might 
* not experience its fury to the degree it affefted us. About nine a mofl. tre- 
mendous gull caufed the fliip to roll exceffively ; this was immediately 
follow’ed by a llalh of lightning, and a heavy cralli of thunder which 
broke uj) the llorm ; and in the fpace of half an hour, the weather might 
be confidcrcd, comparatively fpeaking, as fair and pleafant. Mr. 
Broughton immediately repaired to the Chatham, and had the inexpref- 
fible pleafurc of finding, that Ihe had rode out the gale in a manner far be- 
yond all expc6lation. At her Hation the llorm had blown from th“ n.n.e. 
diretlly down the arm in which llie was at anchor ; the fea broke intirely 
over her, though it had not a fetch of three miles, and in a channel not 
three quarters of a mile wide ; yet with lier yards and topmalls clofe low- 
ered and two anchors down, llie rode out this heavy llorm in perfefl fe- 
curity. Mr. Broughton loll no time in getting under weigh, and worked 
into Facile Harbour ; to which place, notwithllanding our having been 
obliged to feeklhelter here, it was my intention to have gone ; but as we 
were now completely difmantled, and finding that from tliefo fhorcs all our 
wants could conveniently be fupplied, I determined to remain quiet, and 
to fet about the feveral repairs we required with all polfiblc dil'patch. 
Parties were immediately employed on the different fcrviccs of cutting 
wood for fuel, timber for fpars, and planks: brewing fpruec beer; re- 
pairing the fails and rigging, calks, «&c. &c. which ncct;ffary and 
cffeiitial duties engaged every perfon on board. A frnall boat with 
four men, daily employed in fifliing, never returned without an abun- 
tlance of excellent filh for prefent ufe, and a fupply for every one who 
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chofe to fait them for future occafions. The n.w. gale did not intircly 
ah.'tndon us, it again blew with confiderable violence on funday, after, 
which it moderated, and the weatjjgpi^ame fettled, ferene and pleafant, 
particularly when the wind,^^*ikfch was generally the cafe, had its direc- 
tion from the fouth or w^flern quarters : by which means our fcvcral 
duties were executed pleaAntly, and with great cafe. 

By the 13th, thefe nec^Tar)'^ operations were in fuch a Hate of for- 
wardnefs, as to allow a large party of officers and gentlemen in two 
boats, accompanied by Mr. Broughton in the Chatham's cutter, to at- 
tend me on an cxcurfion over this fpacious bay, with the ho])e of be- 
coming acquainted with fome of the inhabitants ; and, if circumllances 
permitted, to explore the upper part of the northern arm, which by 
Captain Cook .was called, “No body knows what,” and the only 
part he did not thoroughly examine. 

We found the arm in which Captam Cook places Apparent Ifland, to 
be divided into two branches, leaving that land a pcninfula joined to the 
main land, by a very high, though narrow ridgt^ of mountains. The per- 
petidicular height, and very extraordinary fhape, of the rocky part front- 
ing the arm, render it a moll lingular and majeftic promonloj)'. Mj. 
Broughton undertook the right hand, or fouthern branch, which he 
found winding, firll inadiretlion nearly n.e. by i:. about 3^ miles; then 
K.s.E. about half a league; and there, in a northern direction, lertni- 
nating in a fniall cove. The northern arm wc found to run nearly 
liraight about n.k. for 5 miles, then turning round to the northward, 
for half a league, further, and ending in a fmall cove with very lhallow 
water, in a north wcllern direftion. The heads of thefe arms, in confor- 
mity with Captain Cook’s name of their entrance, I have called Some 
BODY KNOWS WHAT. Wc wcrc exceedingly fortunate in having inofL 
delightful weather for thefe examinations, and returned o)i board on 
tuel’day afternoon ; though not -without fome difappointment that, alter 
three days excurfion, and landing in many places, particularly in Caf- 
cadc Jind Indian Coxes, which xverc formerly the refort of the natives, 
xve no where found any traces of them, or any cirmmflance that in the 
Kail indicated the country being at prefent inhabited; if one or two mi- 
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ferable huts be excepted which the officers of the Chatliam met with in 
the neighbourhood of Facile Harbour, but Vhicli had not the appearance 
of having been lately occupied. Flt^^jant weather ftili continuing, on the 
i6th I took a furvey of Anchor Wand Harbour. It appeared to be 
perfeftly fecure, and may be found convenient, when accident may pre- 
vent veffels getting into Facile Harbour. It li^is two entrances ; that to 
the north of the Petrel iflands is a fair and 'blear channel, though of 
great depth ; its general foundings being from 33 to 38 fathoms ; in the 
narroweft part it is about a cable’s length wide, and, I believe, free 
from any danger ; as the fhores are fteep, without any funken rocks or 
ihoals, excepting within the paifage clofe under the fouth fide of large 
Petrel Wand, where they are difcoverable by the weeds growing upon 
them, and are quite out of the way of its navigation. The other paifage 
is to the fouthward of the Petrel iflands ; and as, in all probabilit}', a 
llrong northerly wind would alone* induce any perfon to make choice of 
this in preference to Facile Harbour, the s.w. point of large Petrel 
Wand Ihould be kept clofe on board, (which may be fafely done) in or- 
der to weather the rock tJiat appears above water in die middle of the 
harbour, and to avoid a fiinkch one of which there is not die leall indi- 
cation, and on which there is no greater depth than twelve feet at low wa- 
ter. Between this funken rock, and the point from off which it lies about 
three quarters of a cable’s length, and nearly in the direction to what I 
have called Entry Island, are fixteen fathoms. Keeping the rock in 
the harbour, which is always vifible, in a line with what I have called 
North Entry Island, will be fufficient direction, to ^lafs within the 
above-mentioned point and the funken rock. This,^ howei er, with fome 
other particulars, is better illuftrated by the annexed flvctch ; which, widi 
one of Facile Harbour taken by Mr. Brougliton, I have fubjoined to a 
copy of captain Cook’s inofl excellent chart of this port, with liich trifling 
additions as in the courfe of our obfervations we have been able to make; 
and on this head, I ftiall only further remark, that Anchor Wand harbour, 
although a very fafe and fecure port, is not a very convenient one to get 
to fea from, owing to its narrow limits, great depth of water, and the 
above funken rock which we difeovered in its weftern entrance. 
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Mofl of our bulinefs with the (bore being finilhed, our rigging overhaul- 
ed, fails bent, and the fliip ready for fe a, \^ th very fine weather and a gen- 
tle breeze from s. s. e., on the of the 18th we failed out of the 

cove. The Chatham was ng^syi^ in readincfs to depart ; in order, however, 
that we might be conveni^tly ftationed to proceed together when circum- 
ilances fliould admit, I intended to place the (hip abreaft of Facile Harbour ; 
but the breeze failing, ana the tide letting us towards the iflands that lie 
from it, wc were obliged to anchor fooner than I wilhed in 38 fathoms 
foft bottom. • Five Finger Point by compafs bore s. 40 w. ; weft point of 
Anchor llland s. 1 2 w. and the fouth point of Parrot Ifland n. 53 w. a 
quarter of a mile diftant. The day was nearly calm, buf the next morn- 
ing brought with it a frelh breeze from the fouthward. The Chatham 
having completed her bulinefs, ftood out into the roadfted, which ob- 
tained the name of Tempest Road, from the ftorm Ihe there rode out 
on our arrival : but not feeing any probability of getting to lea, Ihe re- 
turned into Facile Harbour. The gale increaled towards noon, but in 
the evening tlie weather again became delightfully pleafant. 

On funday morning about 7 o’clock, a freflr breeze from the s.w. let 
in, accompanied by an unufually heavy fwell, which giving us reafon to 
apprehend foine violence from the wind in that direftion, wc weighed, 
ran into Facile Harbour, and anchored abreaft of the palTage leading out 
through Parrot and Pigeon illands, in 38 fathoms foft bottom. This paf- 
fage, though not exceeding a cable’s length in width, we found to be a very 
excellent one, with foundings from 9 to 5 fathoms clofe to the Ihores. 
Thcfe foundings are o)i a ridge from illand to ifland, as the water deep- 
ened to upwards of 30 fathoms immediately on either fide. The Chat- 
iiam was at anchor near us, and both velTcls were conveniently ftationed 
for proceeding to lea on a favorable opportunity prefenting itlelf. I’he 
wind continued to blow very ftrong from the s.w. and brought with it a 
furf which broke very heavily on the Ihores in tlie bay ; yet the veffels 
rode perfeftly quiet. On monday, the Iky became intirely obfeured, the 
former ferenity gave place to dark gloomy weather, and the wind became 
variable with much rain. The next morning was perfeftly calm, and 
although it did not rain, the heavy atmofphere continued. We were 
VoL. I. K now 
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Bvember employed in completing our ftock of. water, and in procuring wood, 
— — j fpruce, or rather a fpecies of qy^refs, and the tea plant, for brewing at 
fea. Towards noon, a breeze fprffig^ng up from the n.w. both veflels 
failed out of Duflcy Bay. A very heavy rolled from the s.w. and 
weftward ; but having a frefh breeze, by 4^ 'clock Five Finger Point 
bore N. by k. a league diAant. 

Thus we quitted Dulky Bay, greatly indcbtfil to its moft excellent re- 
frelhments, and the falubrity of its air. The good effefts of a plentiful 
fupply of filh, and fpruce beer, were evident in the appearance of every 
individual in our little fociety. The health of our convalefcents was per- 
fe£lly re-eftablifhed, and excepting one with a chronic complaint, and 
two wounded by cuts in their legs, we Ijad not a man on the furgeon’s 
lift; though, on the moft trifling occalion of indifpofition,. no perfon was 
ever permitted to attend hU duty. Some wild fowl were procured, though 
they were by no means found in fuch numbers as when the Refolution 
was here in the year 1773, owing, in all probability, to the difference of 
the feafon ; to which, poffibly, is to be aferibed, our being unable to 
afeertain whether the geefe then left here had propagated. 

Captain Cook’s very excellent defeription of this place precludes any 
material additions ; and leaves me, as a tranfitory vifitor, little ellc than the 
power of confirming his judicious remarks and opinions. One circum- 
ftance, however, may not be unworthy notice. Mr. Menzies here found 
the true winter’s bark ; exaftly the fame plant as that found at Terra del 
Fuego ; but which efcaped the obfervation of Captain Cook and our bota- 
nical gentlemen in 1 773 : of this, with tlie antarflic birchs flax, and one 
or two other plants, we took fpecimens on board, ijiough the period of 
our reaching England feemed too diftant to entertain hopes of their con- 
tinuing alive. Captain Cook’s recommendation of Facile Harbour to veffels 
bound to the fouthward, is highly judicious, as it is in all refpe^ls a fafe, 
commodious, and convenient ftation ; capable of fupplying every article 
that can be expefted from this country', without going out of fight of the 
veffel ; and it is rendered ftill more eligible, by our having found fo good 
an outlet with northerly or n.w. winds, between Pigeon and Parrot 
iflands ; as, in confequcnce of the high land drawing thofe winds direftly 
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down the harbour, the weflcrn entrance ’will be found lefs convenient. 
No time fhould be loft on arriving in ^ bay, to feek fecurity in fome v 
of itt harbours ; which, as Captain^Cdok very truly obferves, « are nu- 
“ merous, fafe, and conve^r.^." For although the weather we experi- 
enced after the ftorm on <lur arrival, may juftly be confidercd as delight- 
ful fummer weather, yet It cannot be denied that the northerly winds 
blow with incredible fury I and as they always take the direftion of the 
arms of the bay, they caufe in them, though they are very narrow, a 
confiderable fea, which, in addition to their great depth of water, render 
fuch anchoring places neither pleafant nor fecure. I ftiould not, how- 
ever, fuppofe thefe ftorms to be very frequent, for two reafons. Firft, 
during our ftay here, from the 26th of march until the 1 ith of may in the 
year 1773, which may be confidered as comprehending part of the win- 
ter feafon, we had no gale of wind comparable in point of violence to 
that, which we had lately experienced. This was my fifth vifit to New 
Zealand and its neighbourhood ; and although I have certainly feen much 
boifterous and tempeftuous weather, I never before contended with fo 
violent a ftorm. Secondly, the mountains in Anchor Ifland, Refolu- 
tion Ifland, and all thole of moderate height round the Bay, (the land 
of Five-Finger Point alone excepted,) which on our arrival were per- 
feftly free from fnow, were after the ftorm covered with it a confiderable 
way down. Were fuch falls of fnow to happen frequently, it Is natural 
to conclude that vegetation would be leverely checked, and that its pro- 
duflions would not have been found to flourifh, as they certainly do in a 
moft luxuriant manner. A few days fine weather foon removed the greater 
part of the fnow ; and that which remained on the high, diftant, barren 
mountains, which for fome days paft had been entirely free from clouds, 
was obferved to be greatly diminilhed. 

I ftiall. conclude our tranfaflions in Dulky Bay, by noticing the few 
aftronomical and nautical obfervations that were made in Anchor Ifland 
harbour. 

The badnefs of the weather on our firft arrival, and the fhort time 
I propofed to remain, made me conclude that the ereftion of the obfer- 
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1791.^ vatory on fliore woul(l be to little purpofe. The latitude of the harbour 

Novt-mbcr, / _ ^ ^ 

j was found to be one minute ^fouth of Captain Cook’s calculation, or 
45'’/] 5’ 36"- His determination“lS,' 4 ^owever, moft likely to be correft, 
as mine was deduced from one day’s obiet^^ion only, with an artificial 
horizon ; and, having agreed fo nearly, any further inveftigation I deemed 
unneceflary. 

The mean refult of ten fets of altitudes tsken between the 9th and 
16th of November, for afcerlaining the longitude of the chronometer, 
and to form fome judgment as to its rate of going, were as follows, viz. 

By the Portfmouth rate it placed Anchor llland Harbour 
•in longitude ------ 166* 42' 23'* 

By the Cape rate ----- 167“ 55' 12" 

By King George the Third’s Sound rate - - 167“ 7' 40" 

The true longitude as afligned to that place by Captain 
Cook - - - - - - 166" 15' 54" 

Makes the Portfmouth rate eaft of the truth - - 26 ' 29" 

Cape rate ditto - - - - - i‘’39'i8" 

King George the Third’s Sound ditto - - 51' 46" 

Mr. Arnold’s watch on board the Chatham gave the longi- 
tude of Facile Harbour, according to the Cape rate - 165" 48’ 52" 

Efteeming the true longitude of Anchor Ifland harbour to be 160" J 5' 
54", the chronometer was faft of mean time at Greenwich on the 1 6'th at 
noon 26' 3 4"; whence it appeared, that it had gone nearly at mean ‘time 
lince leaving King George the Third’s Sound, and that its having differ- 
ed from Captain Cook’s affigned longitude of Van Diernaii’s land was oc- 
cafioned by its not having gained at the rate we allowed, and of courfe 
the longitude of King George the Third’s Sound was not wrong. By 
the refult of our ohfervations here, it gaiiieil on an average about 3" per 
day, which error 1 fhall allow, until a better opi)ortunity of afeertain- 
ing its rate may offer. 

The variation of the magnetic needle, obferved on fhore by three dif- 
ferent compalfes in 18 fets of azimuths, varied from 11” 17' to 17" 26', 
the mean refult of which was i4‘’55'45" eaft variation. The vertical in- 
. clination 
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clination of die fouth point of the magnfetic needle on board was found » 79 >- 
to be— ■ - — i 

Marked end North face Eaft ^ 

Ditto North face - - - - 69“ 8' 

Ditto South fac<4 J’faft - - - * 70“ 5^ 

Ditto South faca Well - _ _ . 

Mean inclination of th« fouth point of the dipping needle - 69° 43' 

As we increafed our dillance from the land, the n.w. wind increafed 
alfo. A fwell at this time coming vcr^fc heavily from the s.w. made me 
apprehenfive the wind would fhift round, and blow hard in that direftion. 

The ftate of the mercury in the barometer, the gloomincfs of the weather, 
and every other appearance of the evening, indicated more wind from 
the s.w. than would be pleafant, to be caught in on this dreary coaft ; 
we therefore fleered fouth, under as much fail as we could carr)% and 
made the neceffary fignals to the Chatham for the like purpofe. Our 
lofty canvafs was, however, fpread a very fhort time before it blew fo 
hard a gale, that we were under the ncceflity of dole reefing the top- 
fails, getting down the top-gallant yards, and ftriking the mails. The 
night was extremely dark ; which, by ten, prevented our feeing the Chat- 
ham. The wind was now at n. n.w. very happily not on the Ihore, as 
by three in the morning its increafed violence obliged us to furl the top- Walncf. 23. 
fails. At this moment we were alarmed by finding fix feet water in the 
hold*, which the fliip felt exceffively, labouring much by being preffed 
down forward with that weiglit of water. This very unplcafant circum- 
llance obliged , us to feud direflly before the wind and fea, for the pur- 
pofe of freeing the fhip ; when, by receiving much water in the wafte, 
the cafks of beer and water flowed upon deck, broke from their fecuri- 
ties and were ftove to pieces. The caufe of fo much water in the hold, 
at firfl a matter of great furprize, was foon accounted for. The hand 
pumps had been, and were flill, choaked ; wliich induced tlie carpenter 
to believe, that becaufe they difeharged no water there was none in the 
fhip. This, in all probability, had governed his examination all the latter 
part of the time we had been in port, and produced an accumulation that 
might have been attended with the moft ferious confequenccs, had jiot 
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one of the quarter-msCRers heatd in the tier, the water rulhing about in 
the hold. The hand pumps jwere foon in order; and, to relieve the 
fliip as foon as poflible, the cTofs .piece of the bits was unftiipped, die 
launch got forward, and with the cliari*%^Dumps die veflel by feven 
o’clock was made perfeftly dry. The gale now increafed to a moft 
furious ftorm, nearly equal to that we had e perienced in Dulky Bay. 
The torrents of rain which fell, mixing withj.the fea raifcd by the vio- 
lent flurries of the wind, kept us fo much in durknefs that we could not 
perceive any diing at the diflancfi of an hundred yards in any direftion ; 
nor were we able to refume our fouthwardly courfe ; the wind and fea 
• obliging us to fleer s.s.e. or right before the ftorm. We had not feen 
the Chatham lince eleven o’clock the preceding evening, but concluding 
fhe would ftand on if able to purfue a'foutherly courfe, I did not wifli 
to bring to for her ; particularly, as the wind was fuch as would foon fet 
us clear of the coaft of New Zeajand, which was doubtlefs a very de- 
firable objeft. 

Towards nine in die forenoon the ftorm began to abate ; at ten the 
wind veered round to the w. s.w. ; the rain ceafed, and the atmofphere 
became clear, but the Chatham was not to be difcovered in any direc- 
tion. There was, however, great probability of her being to windward ; 
and as I was ftill apprehenfive of a s.w. gale before we fliould be clear 
of this coaft, I determined to lofe no time in getting far enough to the 
fouthward to enable us to fail round the land and the Traps withTuch 
a wind. As Matavai Bay in Otaheite was the next appointed rendez- 
vous, I concluded Mr. Broughton would do the fame, and ipake the beft of 
his way with the Chatham to that port. The mainfail and clofe-recfed top- 
fails (all the fail die ftiip would bear) were now fet, and keeping the wind on 
the beam, we fleered s.s.e.; when about eleven o’clock, to our great afto- 
nifliment land was difcovered, bearing caft 4 or 5 leagues diftant. We 
knew of no land nearer than the fouth cape of New Zealand ; and, by the 
courfes we had fleered there was fcarcely a poflibility of our being within 
lefs than 18 or 20 leagues of the Cape; but being flattered with the prof- 
pe6l of a meridional obfervation for the latitude, our deciflon was poft- 
poned until that ihould be afeertained. Noon brought us nearer the land, 

which 
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which by compals bore n.e. by e. to e.n.e* at the diilance of three or four *79** 
leagues only. By a tolerably good obfer^ation in latitude 48“5' it was 
clearly proved, that this land covH not, from its fituation, be any part 
of New Zealand, as it was usdfly three fourths of a degree to the fouth* 
ward of the moft foutheri{j| promontory of that country. Our longitude 
by the chronometer, was j at this time i66“4'; which fituation was i8' 
more fouth, and 13' moraeaft, than the log gave. The weather, though 
very hazy, being fomething clearer than before noon, we beheld, as we 
pafied this land at the diftance of two or three leagues, the fea breaking 
upon its (hores with great violence, and difcovered it to be compofed of 
a clufter of feven craggy iflands, extending about fix miles in a direSion 
N. 70 e. and s. 70 w. They appeared deftitute of verdure, and it is 
more than probable they never produce any. The largeft, which is the 
north-eafternmoft, I fhould fuppofe to be in extent equal to all the reft ; 
it is about three leagues in circuit, fufficiently elevated to be feen in clear 
weather eight or nine leagues off, and is fituated in latitude 48“ 3', longi- 
tude 166*20'. The latitude was afcertained by three fextants which near- 
ly agreed ; and the longitude reduced by the chronometer from Dulky 
Bay, by three fets of altitudes in the afternoon; viz. one let before 
we pafled its meridian ; another under it ; the third after we had paflcd 
it. As thefe feverally correfponded within a mere trifle, when reduced to 
the fjime point, I fhould prefume^that the longitude above ftated is not 
likely to be materially incorreft. It was matter of fomc furprize how 
tliefe iflands could have efcaped the attention of Captain Cook ; but on 
laying them down in his chart of New Zealand, I found his tracks had 
not at any time reached within at leaft ten leagues of them. From the 
fouth cape they bear s. 40 w. 19 leagues, and from the fouthernmoft 
part of the Traps s. 62^w. 20 leagues diftant. Thefe iflands, or ra- 
ther rock*, for they appeared perfeftly fteril, I have named, on account 
of their fituation, and the fort of weather there is great reafbn to ex- 
peft in their vicinity. The Snares ; as being very likely to draw the 
unguarded mariner into alarming difficulties. At four o’clock in the af- 
ternoon, the Snares bore by compafs n. 30 w. five or fix leagues diftant. 

At day-light the next morning, we hauled to the n.e. By noon, the Friday 25. 

gale 
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Nowmter. Tufficiently moderated to admit the fpreadingof all ourcanvafs; 

V— ^ at noon the obferved latitude (^^48“ i8', longitude 169" 33'. I cannot 
avoid here mentioning the concern I Jn beholding the laft of our flieep 
thrown overboard ; the race of animals brute creation on board 

the Difcovery, had certainly been very ill fated ^ out of thirty fliecp taken 
on board at Portfmouth, no more than two ftame to the table, the roll 
died before we reached the equator; nor \ 4 *re we much more fortu- 
nate in the like number of wethers received* at the Cape ; two thirds 
of thcfe, with feven ewes and fix rams, intended as prelents to our friends 
in tlie South-Sea iflands, were at this time dead ; notwithftanding the)' 
were all taken on board in exceedingly high condition, and had neither 
wanted care, plenty of wholcfome food,, nor good lodging. 

With a pleafant, favorable gale; fometimes in the n.w. but chiefly 

PccCTTibcr.^ from the s.w. quarter, and with tolerably fine weather, we flood to die 
'ihuridayS. E.N.K.; and made fuch progrefs,‘that by noon on the 8th of december 
we had reached the latitude of 37" 27' ; longitude 207“ 1 4'. The wind 
veered round to the north with a moderate breeze, attended by dark 
Saturday lo. gloomy weather and fome rain. On faturday we were furrounded by a 
very tliick fog, which, with much rain at intervals, continued until the 
Tuclday 13. 13th; when having a fine breeze at s.s.w. the fog cleared away, but 
it ftill remained very cloudy. We were however enabled to afeertain our 
fituation for the firft time fince the 8th, to be in latitude 36° 13', longi- 
tude 214“ 33', varying fince that day 53' more to the north, and 28“ 28' 
more to the eaft, than was ftiewn by the log. We flood to the north, 
under all the fail we could fpread, but were not fuff’errd long to pur- 
fue this courle. In the latitude of 3i‘’43', longitude 21 4” 1 1', at noon on 
Thurfdayis. the 15th the wind veered round, and fettled between the n.e. and n.n.e,, 
obliging us to ply with a moderate breeze to the northward ; in doing 
Saturday 17. wliich fo little was gained, that on faturday we had only reached the 
latitude of 31“ 8', longitude 2 14® 34'. The wind now blew a frefh gale 
from the north, the topfails were reefed, the weather was very dark, 
gloomy, and cxceflively fult^, with continued lightning and thunder 
at fome diflance, until the morning ; when the wind died away, and in 
its* ftead, extremely vivid forked lightning, with incelfant peals of thun- 
der. 
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tier, accompanied by torit^nts of rain, attended us, without intermiflion, ^ *79|» 
until funday noon. The thunder and ^g^tning then ceafed, but the . 
rain ftill continued ; and, contrary to our expc61ation, the wind refumcd 
its N.N.E. dire6lion, and bl^w fo hard as to make the ftriking our top- 
gallant yards neceflary. .^A remarkably fmooth fea, with heavy, damp, 
clofe, cloudy weather, a ad little alteration in die wind, attended us un- 
til the 20th ; it then modtj'rated, and the top-gallant fails were fpread. Tuefday eo. 

Since the 17th we liad/not obtained any corre6l obfervations ; but, by 
our reckoning, the latitude at noon was 30*17', longitude 215*22'. 

Although the wind from the north and n.n.e. was attended with hidden 
and violent flurries, yet the fea continued fmooth, which indicated, that land, 
probably of fome extent, exift^ not very far diflant in that direftion. 

After noon, t^e flood to the eaflward about four leagues ; when, fudden- 
ly, a very heavy fwell was met from n.n.e. which was foon followed by 
fuch an increafe of wind from that quarter, as reduced us to our dole- 
reefed tojjfails. This gale, which proved the breaking up of the north- 
erly wind, was of Ihort duration : in the evening it moderated, and 
veered round by thd* eart to the s. s.w. We made all fail to the north by 
well ; but it was not until the wind became a very frelh breeze, that we 
were enabled to fleer that courfe againft the northerly fwell, which drove 
the (hip aflern. This evening there were feveral fmall white tern ho- 
vering about the Ihip, fcemingly with great inclination to alight on board. 

On wednefday morning, the head lea had for the moll part fublided, Wednef. ai. 
and the wind feemed to have fettled in the fouthern quarter; and blowing 
a gentle breeze with very pleafant weather, enabled me to obtain lix lets 
of lunar diflances, whofe mean refult reduced to noon gave the longi- 
tude 215* 22' 45". The chronometer, by the lafl rate Ihewed 215* i6'45", 
the latitude was 29*15'; which was, at this time, 6' further north than 
we expefted. 

We continued our route to the northward ; which, with a gentle gale 
at s.s.E. and pleafant weather, brought us, by day-light on the 22d, in Tiiurfdayaa. 
fight of land, bearing by compals n.e. I-n. At firfl it appeared like 
three fmall high illands, the eaflernmofl much refembling a velfel under 
fail. This land being at a confiderable diftance from the tracks of former 

VoE. I. L navigators. 
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Decenl^ navigatofs, I fleered for it, iniorder to be fatis^ed of its extent, produc- 
tions, and other circumflancc^worthy obfervation. In the forenoon, 
eight lets of lunar diflances were obtained ; which, as before, nearly cor- 
refponding with each other, gave, by their n\pan refult, when reduced to 
noon, 2i5'*42'4o", thefe, with thofe taken the p ^ceding day, comprehend- 
ing 14 fets of diflances, gave by their mean ref| It 2l5®39^ The latitude, 
by feveral fextants, was determined to be 27"5l 

Since feeing the land in the morning, we hail run eleven leagues ; and 
had approached it fufficiently near to perceive, that all we had at firft 
feen was united. It now bore, by pompafs, from N.29E. to N.43E. 
about 5 leagues diflant, with a fmall ifland lying off its eaflern fide N.45E. 

Aflifled by a gentle s.e. gale, with fine pleafant weather, at three in 
the afternoon we were within about a league of the fhore yet no bottom 
was to be gained at the depth of 180 fathoms. Several canoes came off 
to the fhip, and all means were ufed to invite tliem on board. They 
declined our entreaties, but feemed very folicitous that we fhould accept 
their invitations to land : which they fignified by waving tlieir paddles 
towards the coafl, and by defiring us, in the language of the Great South- 
Sea nation, to go nearer to the fhore. We bore away with that intent, but 
foon again brought to, on obferving that two or three canoes were paddling 
in great halle towards the fhip. After fome perfuafion, four men in one 
of the canoes came near enough to receive fome prefents, which feemed to 
pleale them exceedingly ; and though their countrj'men appeared to re- 
buke them for their rafhnefs, the example was fliortly followed by feveral 
others. It was not, however, without fhewing every alfuranoe of friendfhip, 
that any could be prevailed upon to come on board, until at length, the 
man who had brought about this intercourfc feemed determined to 
eflablifh it, by complying with our defires. On his entering the fhip, 
he trembled and was much agitated ; apprehenfion, aflonifhment, and 
admiration, equally appearing at the fame inflant; and though, on 
his being made welcome after the ufual fafhion, and prefented with a 
fmall iron adz, his countenance became more ferene and cheerful, 
yet he Hill appeared in a flate of great anxiety. He foon communicated 
his reception and treatment to his furrounding countrymen; and we 

fliortly 
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fliortly had as many viiitoif^ as it was pleaiaht to entertain. They all fcemed *79^* 
perfeftly well accjuainted with the uies to'which they could apply iron^ 
and how to eftimate its value amongft themfdves ; as alfo the manner in 
which it was regarded by Europeans. They made no fcruple, even with 
fome force, to take articles of iron out of our hands; and, in lieu of 
them, with great courtefy and addrefs prefented, in return, fome few filh, 
fifhing-hooks, lines, and other trifles, which they feemed to wifti fliould 
be accepted as prelents, Jnd not received in exchange. Looking-glaflcs, 
beads, and other trinkets of little importance, at firft attracted their 
attention, and were gladly accepted ; but no fooner did they difcover that 
articles made of iron were common amongfl us, than they refuled all 
other prefents, and wanted to b^irter every other gift for iron. I could 
not prevail on any of them to accept a few medals. 

I’hcir vifit feemed prompted only by curiofity, as they were com- 
pletely unarmed, and brought with them neither articles of food, nor 
manufafture. A few fpears, and a club or two, were feen in one or two 
of the canoes only ; two or three indifferent (lings for Hones were alfo 
noticed ; with which they parted without the leall reluftance. 

We lay to until five o’clock in the hope of obtaining the name of tliis 
ifland, or of any other vrhich might exift in its neighbourhood, (ince 
thefe people were evidently of the Great South-Sea nation ; fpeaking, 
with fome little difference of dial^6l, the fame language ; and rcfembling 
the Friendly iflanders, more than the inhabitants of any other country. 

On this occalion, Toxaereroo the Sandwich iflander was of little afliftance ; 
having been taken at an carl)' period from home, and having been long 
abfent, he had fo much forgotten his mother tongue, as to be fcarcely 
able to underhand the language of thefe people better than ourfelves. 

Two or three of them remained on board nearly an hour ; but fo unfixed 
and unffeady was their attention, which wandered from objeft to objeft, 
that it was impoflible to gain from them any information. Their anfwers 
to almofl; every queftion were in the affirmative ; and our enquiries as to 
the name of their ifland, &c. were continually interrupted by incelfant 
invitations to go on fhore. At length, I had reafon to believe the name 
•of the ifland was, Oparo ; and that of their chief, Kvfie. AldiougJi I 
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could not pofitively determine ^at thefe name^ere correflly afeertained, 
yet as there was a probability of their being fo, I diftinguifhed the ifland 
by the name of Oparo, until it might be found more properly enti- 
tled to another. By (ix in the evening, we had nearly leen round the 
idand, which is of little extent ; and not choo|G[ng to lofe the advaiuage 
of a fine fouthwardly wind, we proceeded to the n. n.w. under all the 
fail we could fpread. 

As it was not my intention to ftop at Oparo^ no delay was occafioned 
by examining for anchorage, which probably may be found on both fides 
of its N.w. point. To the fouthward of that point is a fmall bay with 
a ftony beach, through which there was the appearance of a confiderable 
ftream of water falling into the fea. Xhe Ihores in moll parts were fo 
perfeftly fmooth, that landing might have been efiefted without the leaft 
difficulty. Round to the north of that point is another fmall bay, in 
which are a fmall iflet and fome rocks ; behind thefe, the Ihore may be 
approached with great eafe at any time. Indeed, there was not any 
part of the ifland which appeared to have been a6led upon by heavy 
violent furfs, as the verdure in many places reached to the water’s edge. 
The fouth extremity of the ifland appeared in fome points of view 
to form a right angle, without the leaft interruption in the fides ; about 
half a mile to the s.e. is a fmall detached illet ; the fhores are inter- 
fperfed with fandy beaches ; its greatefl; extent, which is in a n. i8 w. and 
s. i8 £. direflion, is about fix miles and a half, and it may poffibly be about 
eighteen miles in circuit. This ifland is fituated in the latitude of 27“ 36' ; 
and, by our lunar obfervations of the two preceding day» reduced to its 
center by the chronometer, is in longitude* 2i5*58'?8" ; the mean of the 
variation was 5*40' eaftwardly. 

Its principal charafter is a duller of high craggy mountains, form- 
ing, in feveral places, moft romantic pinnacles, with perpendicular 
cliffs nearly from their fummits to the fea; the vacancies between 
the mountains would more probably be termed chafms than vallies, 
in which there was no great appearance of plenty, fertility, or culti- 
vation; they were chiefly clothed with fhrubs and dwarf trees. Nei- 
thtt* the plantain, nor otlier fpontaneous vegetable produftions com- 
mon to the inhabited tropical iflands, prefented themfelvcs. The tops of 

fix 
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fix the highefl hills b^re the appear?ilhce of fortified places, refeni* 
Wing redoubts; having a fort of block houfe, in the Ihape of an Englifti y 
glals houfe, in the center of each, with rows of pallifadoes a confiderable 
way down the fides of tlie hills, nearly at equal diftances. Thefe, over- 
hanging, feemed intended for advanced works, and apparently capable 
of defending the citadel by a few againft a numerous hoft of affailants. 
On all of them, we noticed people, as if on duty, conftantly moving 
about. Wliat we confiiered as block houfes, from their great fimi- 
larity in appearance to that fort of building, were fufficiently large 
to lodge a confiderable number of perfons, and were the only ha- 
bitations we faw. Yet from the number of canoes that in fo ftiort 
a time aifembled around us, it is natural to conclude that the inhabi- 
tants are very irequently afloat, and to infer from this circumftance that 
the Ihores, and not thofe fortified hills which appeared to be in tlie 
center of the ifland, would be preferred for their general refidence. 
We faw about thirty double and Angle canoes, though moft of them were 
of the double fort : the Angle canoes were fupported by an outrigger on 
one fide, and all built much after the falhion of the Society Iflands, 
without having their very high Herns, though the Herns of fome of thefe 
were confiderably elevated ; and their bows were not without fome little 
ornament. They were very neatly conHrufted, though the narroweH 
canoes I ever faw. When it is cqpfidered that the builders of them are 
nearly deHitute of iron, and polfelfed of very few implements of that 
valuable metal ; and when the miferable tools they have generally recourfe 
to for fuch operations are regarded, the mind is filled with admiration at 
their ingenuity, and, perfevering induHry. The ifland did not appear to 
aflbrd any large timber ; the broadeH planks of which the canoes were 
made, not exceeding twelve inches, confirmed us in this opinion, as they 
were proifiably cut out of the largefl trees. Some of the Houtefl double ca- 
noes accommtxlated from twenty-five to thirty men, of whom, on a mode- 
rate computation, three hundred were fuppofed to have been ffien near the 
fhip. I’hele were all adults, and apparently none exceeding a middle age ; 
fo that the total irtiinber of inhabitants on the ifland can hardly be efli- 
mated at lefs than fifteen hundred. In this refpeft it muH be confitiered 

prolific. 
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D'79*^r prolific, notwithfianding its unl^ultivated appea^nce. The natives, how- 
V - — i ever, appeared to be exceedingly well fed, of middling ftature, ex- 
tremely well made ; and in general, their countenances were open, cheer- 
ful, and ftrongly marked with indications of hofpitality. They were all, 
to a man, very felicitous that fome of us Ihould accompany them to the 
fliore ; and thofe who laft quitted the (hip, endeavoured with all their 
powers of perfuafion, and fome efforts of compulfion, to effeft their pur- 
pofe. On their departure they took hold of tlli^ hand of every one near 
them, with a view to get him into their canoe. They all had their hair 
cut ftiort ; and, excepting a wreath made of a broad long-leaved green 
’ plant, worn by fome about the waift, they were intirely without cloth- 
ing. Although the cuftom of tatowing prevails fo generally with all the 
iflanders of this ocean, thefe people were -dellitute of any fuch marks. 

Independent of the proteftion their fortified retreats may afford, it did 
not appear that tliey were fubjeft fb much hoflility, as fcarcely any fears 
from wounds or other marks of violence were -obferved on their bodies. 
Their elevated fortified places (for certainly they had evert' appearance of 
being fuch) led fome of us to conjefture, that they were frequently an- 
noyed by troublefome neighbours from fome other iflands not far dif- 
tant. But, as the canoes we faw were not even furnilhed with fails, nor 
had any appearance of having been ever equipped for an expedition be- 
yond their own coaff, it may reafonafily be inferred, that they werf not 
accuftomed to voyages of any length. Yet, on the other hand, when the 
fmall extent of their ifland is taken into confideration, it is hard to recon- 
cile that it is not the fear of foreign enemies, but the apprehenfion of 
domeflic infurreBion, tliat has induced the laborious con{lru6lion of their 
fortified retreats; and as to the s.e. of this ifland there is an extenfive 
fpace in the ocean hidierto but little frequented ; it is not improbable that 
fome illands may exift there, the inhabitants of which may occafionally 
make unfriendly vifits to thefe people. 

Leaving Oparo, we had pleafant weather with a gentle breeze from the 
FiiJay 23. s. E. At eight in the morning, the ifland was dill vifible from the deck, 
bearing by compafs s. s.e. ^e. at the diffance of ^8 leagues. The 
breeze between e. and s. e. carried us rapidly to the n. n.w. and brought 

us 
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us on lunday evening ir^to the vicinity of fome low iflands difcovered 
by Ciiptain Carteret, and named the Duke of Gloucefter’s Iflands. 
The evening was dark and gloomy, and not choofing to pafs the fpot 
afligned to them in the night, we continued to make fliort trips under 
our top-fails, until day light ; after which we again refuraed our courfe. 
Our latitude at noon was 19° 58^ longitude 211“ 46', which was 9' fur- 
ther foutli, and 23' further weft, than was fliewn by the log. At about 
1® 33' to the weft of the f^uation of the Duke of Glouccfter’s Iflands ac- 
cording to Captain Carteret, we pafled their latitude, without feeing any 
appearance of land. Having now a frefti gale at eaft, we entertained the 
pleafing hope of reaching Otaheite the next day ; this flattering profpe6l 
was of fiiort duration. Towards the evening, the wind veered to the n.k. 
and its violence obliged us to clofe reef the topfails. The gale was at- 
tended with very heavy fqualls, and a torrent of rain continued almoft 
without intermilfion until wednefday evening, when it ceafed, and the 
wind ftill at n.k. became moderate. By (landing onto the n.n.w., day 
light the next morning prefented us with a view of Matavai, or Ofna- 
burgh Ifland, at the diftance of feven or eight leagues, bearing by com- 
pafs n.k, by E. Our courfe was immediately, (haped for Otaheite, the 
fouth point of which "was vilible by eleven o’clock, bearing by compafs 
.s. 70W. 8 or 9 leagues diftant. The wind coming to the north pre- 
vented our reaching Matavai Ba]^ and obliged us to ply to windward 
during the night. In the morning, with a gentle breeze from the n. e. 
we ftood for Matavai under all the fail we could fpread. About eight 
o’clock, a can<!'e came aloiigfide with two pigs and fome vegetables ; a 
prefent from a (iftcr yf Otoo, redding in that part of the ifland of which 
we were then abreaft. I'he natives informed me that we had been ex- 
pelled, and that they had been looking out lor us two days, in confe- 
quence qf information they faid they had received from an Englilh 
vclfel, then at anchor in Matavai Bay ; and their defeription of her being 
perfeftly intelligible, I did not hefltate to believe it was the Chatham, of 
which we fliortly experienced the happinefs of being convinced. Mr. 
Broughton foon vifited us, and brought with him an early and accept- 
able fupply, of the excellent produftions of this fertile country. About 
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ten, we anchored in Matavai Bay. Our mutual gratulations on meeting 
were extremely heightened, by receiving and communicating the happy 
tidings, that every individual compofnig the fociety of each veffel was in 
a moft perfeft Hate of health. Mr. Broughton had, fince his arrival, 
received repeated marks of friendlhip and attention from the good people 
of theifland. Having deemed it expedient to eftablilh the following 
regulations on board the Difeovery, I delivered a copy of them to Mr. 
Broughton, and direfted that the rules miglA be ftridly obferved and 
attended to on board the Chatham; after which, Mr. Broughton pre- 
fented me witli a narrative of his proceedings during the time of our 
leparation. 

Rules and Orders for the guidance and condu6l of all perfons in, 
or belonging to, his Majefty’s floop Difeovery and Chatham tender ; en- 
joined to be moft ftriftly obferved in all intcrcourfe with the natives of 
the feveral South Sea iflands. 

The principal, and indeed foie defign, of the Difeovery and Chatham 
calling at the iflands in the pacific ocean, being to acquire fuch refrefti- 
ments as thofe iflands may be found to afford ; and as thefe refrefhments 
are to be purchaled with articles which Europeans efteem of little value ; — 
if each individual be permitted to make fuch bargains as he may think 
proper, not only the value of thefe articles will foon be reduced in the 
eftimation of the Indians, but, until g proper and good underftanding 
be eftablifhed between the natives of the different iflands, and ourfelves, it 
may fubjeft us to fuch difturbances as may be attended with the moft fatal 
confequences. And as a due proportion of time will be allowed before the 
veffels depart from any ifland, (circumftanccs admitting thereof) for the 
providing fuch articles of curiofity, &c. as any perfon may be inclined 
and able to purchafe : 

It is, Firft, ftriftly enjoined, that no officer, feaman, or othpr perfon, 
in fuch commerce with the Indians, do give fuch articles of value, for 
any article of curiofity, as may tend hereafter to depreciate the value of 
iron, beads, &c. &c. 

Secondly, That every fair means be ufed to cultivate a friendftiip with 
thfe different Indians, and on all occalidns to treat them wnth every de- 
gree of kindnefs and humanity. 


Hiirdly, 
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Thirdly, As proper perfons will be appointed by the refpeftive com- 
manders to trade with the natives, for the neceffary provifions and re- 
frefhments ; it is ftriftly enjoined that no officer, feanum, or other per- 
fon, excepting him or them fo appointed, do on any pretence, prefume 
to trade, or offer to trade, for any article whatever, until perraiffion 
ftiall have been granted for fo doing. 

Fourthly, Every perfon employed on ftiore, on any duty whatever, is 
ftriftly to attend to the Ifamc : and if it fhould appear that by negleft, 
any of the arms, working tools, boats furniture, or other matters com- 
mitted to the charge of one or more perfons, be loft, or fuffered to be 
ftolen, the full value of the fame will be charged againft his, or their 
wages, and he or they will likewife fuffer fuch other puniftiment, as the 
nature of theoffence may deferve ; and as the additional pay, and the emo- 
luments of the artificers, ferving in his Majefty’s navy, is for their encou- 
ragement, and the diligent performaftce of their duty in their refpeftive 
trades or occupations, and for providing themfelves with the requifite 
working tools, all fuch implements or tools belonging to the leveral ar- 
tificers of the two veffels, are by their refpeftive owners to be carefully 
preferved, that they may be always able to perform the duties of their 
refpeftive departments ; and (hould any one be hardy enough to fail in 
his obedience to this order, he fliall be difrated from his employment 
during the continuance of the vqyage, and fuffer fuch other puniftiment 
as the crime may deferve. 

Laftly, The lame penalty will be infti6led on every perfon, who ftiall 
be found to •embezzle, or be concerned in embezzling, or offering to 
trade with, any part of the (hips or boats (lores, furniture, &c. &c. be 
thefe of what nature foever. 

Given on board his Majefty’s floop Difeovery, at fea, the 25th 
of December, 1791. 

(Signed) 

GEORGE VANCOUVER. 
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CHAPTER V. 

Mr. BroughtorCs narrative^ frm, the time of feparaitorif to his being 
joined by the Difcovery at Otaheite ; xdth fome account of Chatham I/land, 
and other iflands difcoveied on his faff age. 


NoVcmbcr. TL H E wood we received in Facile Harbour, with the fpruce-beer, 
and water upon deck, had brought the veflel fo much by the head, that, 
together with the high fea now running, obliged us to deviate from our 
foutherly courfe and keep before the ftorm, which raged with great vio- 
lence ; and notwithftanding every precaution, a wave ftruck our ftem, 
Wednef. 23. about fix on wednefday morning, waflied away the jolly-boat, and fat us 
all afloat upon deck. Having, about nine, run by eftimation to the fouth 
of the Traps, to prevent our (hipping fo much water I brought to, un- 
der a reefed tryfail, and fore flayfail. ^By noon, tlie gale had confider- 
ably abated, the fea fubfided, and the horizon became tolerably clear ; 
but the Difcovery was not to be feen in any direflion. After duly weigh- 
ing all circumftances lince the commencement of the gale, our fepara- 
tion from the Difcovery appeared now complete ; and the chance of our 
rtieeting again until our arrival at our next rendezvous in Otaheite, feemed 
little in our favor. 


About two in the afternoon, land was difeovered from the deck, ap- 
pearing like a high illand, bearing by compafs s.s.e. 3 or ‘4 leagues dif- 
tant ; about an hour afterwards, we had fight of more land lying to the 
fouthward and detached from the former ; our utmoft endeavours were 


ufed to weather this land, but finding it imprafticable, we bore up for 
a pdflage between the high ifland, and the detached land, which was found 

to 
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to be compoled of a clufter of fmall iflets and rocks, greater in extent 
though about the height of the Needles ; their tops, or ridges are much 
broken ; and from the high ifland bore by compafs n.e. and s.w. form* 
ing a paffage 3 miles wide ; about one third of the palfage over, on 
the Ibuthern fide, lies a finall black rock juft above water ; on all thefe 
rocks and iflets the fea broke with great violence. In this palfage we had 
a confufed irregular fwell, with the appearance of broken water ; large 
bunches of fea-weed weife obferved, and the whole furface was covered 



with birds of a blackifli colour. The n.e. part of the ifland in the eve- 
ning, bore by compafs north ; the s.w. part, iJ.w. by n. ; the palfage 
N.w. ; and the rocky iflets from N.w. by w. to w. by n. between 2 and 3 
leagues diftant ; in this fituation^e had no bottom at the depth of 60 and 
80 fathoms. • Some parts of the ifland prefented a very barren appear- 
ance, not unlike the s.w. fide of Portland, compofed of whitilh rocky 
cliffs. I'he rocky iflets are live in mftnber, fome of which wore a pyra- 
midicul form. On account of the hazinels in the atmofphere, the north- 
cafternmoft part of the ifland was leen fo very indillinftly, that its ex- 
tent could not be afeertained. We had no realbn to fuppole it inhabi- 
ted, and its defolate appearance made that very improbable. This ifland, 
in honor of Captain Knight of the navy, I named Knight’s Island. 

Its fouth point lies in the latitude of 48“ 15', longitude 166® 44’, afeer- 
tained by the watch the laft time, the bearings were taken, allowing its 
error to be 30’ weft, as determined at Dulky Bay. Knight’s Ifland, 
fo far as we could fee of its extent, and the rocky iflets, lie in the direc- 
tion of N.E. by E. i E. and s.w. by w.^ w. allowing a point and a half 
variation call : they extend about 4 leagues. 

“ In the morning of the 24th, with a line weftwardly gale, we altered Thuriaay24. 
our courfe, and made all fail to the n.e. The wind which varied in 
point of* force, veered gradually round by the north. On faturday our Saturday s6. 
latitude was 46‘’43', longitude 173° 30'. In the evening the wind Ihifted 
fuddenly to the s.w. and blew with fuch violence, that ftriking our top- 
gallant mails and yards became necelfary. A remarkably heavy following 
lha, kept the velfel conftantly under water ; but the gale was attended with 
clear w’eather. At noon on the 27th our latitude by obfervation was Suntijy 27. 

. M 2 4,5” 
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Nwlmbcr longitude by account 176“ 13'. The gale now moderated, which 

V — — > permitted us again to refume our n.e. courfe, with a fine breeze between 

Monday eg. weft and N.w. Early in the morning of the 29th low land was difeover- 
ed, bearing by compafs n.e. to e.n.e. ; and being then in 40 fathoms 
water, we brought to until day-break. About four o’clock we had 38 fa- 
thoms fand and broken fhelly bottom, when the n.w. point of this land, 
which is low, bore by compafs s.7 e. about 3 leagues diftant, and which, 
after the man who fortunately faw it, from the ft>rc yard, I named Point 
Alison ; a remarkably rugged rocky mountain that obtained the name of 
Mount Patterson S. 60 e. ; a fugar-loaf hill s. 84 e. ; and the extreme 
point to the caftward, which formed an abrupt Cape, n. 75 e. Two iflands 
N. 3 E. to N. 5 E. 2 or 3 leagues diftant. The interior land was of a mode- 
rate height, rifing gradually, and forming fcveral peaked hills, which at a 
diftance have the appearance of iflands. From point Alifon to mount Pat- 
terfbn the fliore is low, and covered' with wood ; from thence to the above 
Cape was a continued white beach, on which fome fandy cliffs, and black 
rocks were interfperfed, apparently detached from the fhore. To the 
eaftward of thefe rocks, between them and a flat proje6ting point, the 
land feemal to form a bay open to the weftward. From this point to the 
ibove Cape, a diftance of about two miles, the cliffs are covered with wood 
md coarfe grafs. Thefe cliffs are of moderate height, compofed of a 
i-eddilh clay, mixed with black rocks. ^Several large black rocks lie off 
point Alifon, and the Cape, extending little diftance ; and as we paffed 
within about half a mile of the fhore, the depth of water was 14 fathoms, 
broken fhells, and fandy bottom. This Cape forms a cosfpicuous head 
land, and is the norihernmoft part of the ifland ; I called it C a p eYo u n g ; 
it lies in latitude 43“48', longitude 1 83“ 2'. The above two iflands lie very 
near each other •, to the eaftward of them lies a fmall rock, apparently 
connefted, though at no great diftance, by a reef; another roqk fome- 
what larger is fituated between them. They are of no great height ; flat 
top with perpendicular fides, compofed intirely of rocks, and much fre- 
quented by birds of different kinds. Thefe, which from their refemblance 
toeach other, I called The Tavo Sisters, are in latitude 43*41', longi- 
tude 182” 49' ; and bear, by compaft, from Cape Young n. 50 w. 4 

leagues 
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leagues dillant. We (leered from cape Young e. by n. keeping be- 
tween 2 and 3 miles from the coaft, with regular foundings from 25 to « 

22 fathoms. The (hore is a continued white fandy beach, on which 
the furf ran very high. Some high land, rifing gradually from the 
beach and covered with wood, extends about 4 miles to the eaftward 
of the Cape. After palTing this land, we opened the fevcral hills over 
the low land wc had feen in the morning, and could difcern that many 
of them were covered likQ our heaths in England, but dellitute of trees. 

The woods in fome fpots had the appearance of being cleared, and in fe- 
veral places between the hills fmoke was obferved. The beach is inter- 
rupted at unequal dillances by projefling rocky points covered with wood. 

Over the banks of fand were feen a range of retired hills at a confidera- 
ble diftance, in. the direftion of the coaft. After failing about 10 leagues, 
we came abreaft of a fmall (andy bay. Water was feen over the beach, 
and the country had the appearance of being very pleafknt. With our 
glaffes we perceived fomc people hauling up a canoe, and feveral others 
behind the rocks in the bay. Fearful that fo good an opportunity might 
not occur for acquiring fome knowledge of the inhabitants, I worked up 
into tlic bay, which we had palTed before the natives were difeovered. 

We came to an anchor about a mile from the (hore in 20 fathom water, 
fandy and rocky bottom. The caftern point by compafs bore N.78E.; 
cape Young w.i2S.; the larboard point of the bay s.e.; the caftern 
point from our anchorage proved to be the termination of the iftand, to 
which I gave the name of Point Munnings. 

“ Accompanied by Mr. Johnfton the mafter, and one of the mates, 
we proceeded towardsS the (hore in the cutter. The rocks prqjeft a little 
at each extremity of the bay ; within them we found fmooth water, and 
landed upon the rocks on the (larboard (hore, where we had firft per- 
ceived the inhabitfCnts ; who were, at this time, on the oppoiite fide, but 
feeing us examining their canoes, they haftily ran round the bay ; on 
which we retired to the boat, to wait their arrival. As they approached 
they made much noifc, and having (bon joined us, we entered into a con- 
verfation by figns, geftures, and fpeech, without underftanding what 
each other meant. We prefented them with feveral aiticles, which they 

received 
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N v^^iHsr great eagernefs, and feemed pleafed with whatever was 

given them; but would make no exclianges. Yet as we had reafon to 
believe they were very folicitous that we fhould land, Mr. Sheriff, leaving 
his arms in the boat, went on (hore ; but he feemed to excite the atten- 
tion of two or three of them only, who attended him towards the canoes 
on the beach, whilft the reft, amounting to forty or thereabouts, re- 
mained on the rocks talking with us, and whenever the boat backed in, 
to deliver them any thing, they made no fcruple of attempting to take 
whatever came within their reach. Having repeatedly beckoned us to 
. follow them round to where their habitations were fuppofed to be, as 
foon as Mr. Sheriff returned, we proceeded to comply with their wifties. 
They had been very curious in their examination of Mr. Sheriff’s perfon, 
and feemed very defirous of keeping him, as they frequently pulled him 
towards the wood, w'liere we imagined fome of them refided. On meet- 
ing them on the other fide, they 'feated themfelves on the beach, and 
feemed very anxious to receive us on fhore ; but as all our intreaties were 
ineffeftual in obtaining any thing in return for our prefents, perceiving 
many of them to be armed with long fpears, and the fituation being un- 
favorable to us, in cafe they fhould be difpofed to treat us with hoftility, 
we did not think it prudent to venture amongft tliem ; and finding our 
negotiation was not likely to be attended with fuccefs, we took our leave ; 
but in our way off, as the natives reifiained quietly w'here we ha4 left 
them, I thought it a good opportunity to land once more and take an- 
other view of their canoes. Having again reached the fhore without any 
interruptbn, we difplayed the Union flag, turned a turf, and took poffef- 
fion of the ifland; which I named Chatham Island, (in honor of the 
Earl of Chatham,) in the name of His Majefty King George the I'liird ; 
under the prefumption of our being the firft difeoverers. After drinking 
His Majefty’s health, I nailed a piece of lead to a tree near the beach, on 
which was inferibed. His Britannick Majefty’s Brig Chatham, Lieutenant 
William Robert Broughton commander, the 29th November, 1791. 
And in a bottle fecreted near the tree, was depofited an infeription in 
Latin to the fame effefl. 

The canoes we examined were more in form of a fraall hand barrow 

. without 
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without legs, than any other thing to which they can be compared, de- ^ 
creating in width from the after to the fore part. They were made of * — y- « 
a light fubftance refembling bamboo, though not hollow, placed fore and 
aft on each fide, and lecured together by pieces of the fame wood, up 
and down, very neatly fallened with the fibres of fome plant in the man- 
ner of bafket work. Their bottoms flat and conft;ru6led in the fame way, 
were two feet deep and eighteen inches in breadth; the openings of the 
learns on the infide and bottom were lluffi^d with long lea weed ; their 
lidcs meet not abaft, nor forward, their extreme breadth aft is three, and 
forward, two feet ; length eight and nine feet. In the Hern is a feat very' 
neatly made of the fame material ; which is moveable. They appeared 
calculated alone for filhing amongft the rocks near the fliore ; were capa- 
ble of carrying* two or three perfons, and were fo light that two nien 
could convey them any where with eafe, and one could haul them into 
lafety on the beach. Their grapnels were Hones, and the ropes to which 
thefe were made fall, were formed of matting, worked up in a limilar 
way with tliat which is called French linnet. The paddles were of hard 
wood, the blades very broad, and gradually increafing from the handle. 

The nets of thefe illanders were very ingenioufly made, terminating in a 
cod or purfe ; the mouth was kept open by a rim of fix feet in diameter, 
made from wood of the fupple jack kind ; the length from eight to ten 
feet, tapered gradually to one ; they were clofely made, and from the 
center attached to the rim by cords, was fixed a line for hauling them up. 

They were made of fine hemp, two ftrands twilled and knotted like a reef 
knot, and feemhigly very ftrong. They had alfo fcoop nets, made of 
the bark or fibres of fome tree or plant, without any preparation, and 
netted in equal mefties. We penetrated a little into the woods, but did 
not find any huts, or houfes, though large quantities of Ihells, and places 
where fires had been made, were obferved. 

“ The woods alfordeda delightful fhade, and being clear of undergrowth, 
were in many places formed into arbours, by bending the branches when 
young, and enclofing them round with fmaller trees. Thefe appeared to 
have been flept in very lately. The trees of which the woods are com- 
pofed grow in a moft luxuriant manner, clear of fmall branches to a 

confiderable 
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N vm^ confiderable height ; and confift of feveral forts, fome of which, the leaf 
■ » in particular, was like the laurel. Another fort was jointed like tfe^vine, 

but we did not fee one that could be dignified by the appellation* of a 
timber tree. On our return, a few of the natives were feen approaching 
us, and as they appeared peaceably difpofed, we joined the firft party, 
and faluted each other by meeting nofes, according to the New Zealand 
fafliion. They were prefented with fome trinkets, but feemed to enter- 
tain not the leaft idea of barter, or of obligatbn to make the leaft return, 
as we could not prevail upon them to part with any thing excepting one 
. fpear of very rude workmanfhip. On making a bargain with him who 

had parted with the fpear, for his coat, or covering of fea-bear Ikin, he 
was fo delighted with the refleftion of his face in the looking glaffes pro- 
pofed in exchange, tliat he ran away with them. Previoufly to this with 
a view to ftiew them the fuperior effefl; of our fire arms, I gave them fome 
birds which I had killed, and poirfted out to them the caule of their death. 
On firing my gun they feemed much alarmed at its report ; and all re- 
treated as we advanced towards them, excepting one old man, who main- 
tained his ground ; and prefenting his fpear fide- ways, beat time with his 
feet ; and as he feemed to notice us in a very threatening manner, I gave 
my fowling piece to one of our people, went up to him, fhook him by 
the hand, and ufed every method I could devife to obtain his confidence. 
Obferving fomething in his hand rolled carefully up in a mat, I \fas de- 
firous of looking at it, upon which lie gave it to another, who walked 
away with it ; but who did not prevent my feeing that it contained ftones 
fafhioned like the Paioo P aloes of New Zealand. They feemed very 
anxious to get my gun and (hot belt, and frequenily exclaimed Toohata, 
Some of tlieir fpears were ten feet, others about fix feet in length, one or 
two of which were new, with carved work towards the handle ; when- 
ever thefc were pointed to, they were immediately given to thole behind, 
as if afraid of our taking them by force. Finding little was to be pro- 
cured or learned here, we made figns of going to their fuppofed habita- 
tions, and endeavoured to make tliem underlland we needed fomething 
to eat and drink. As they continued very friendly, three men armed 
attended Mr. Johnfton and myfelf along the water-fide ; the boat with 

. four 
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four hands keeping clofe by the fliore as we walked*, left we might require 
fupport, or it ftiould be neceffary to retreat. Every one had orders to » — . — ^ 
be prepared, but on no account to make ufe of their arips, until I Ihould 
give direflions, which, at this time, I had not the moft diftant idea 
would become neceffary. When our little party firft fat off, fcveral of 
them collefted large flicks, which they fwung over their heads, as if they 
had forae intention of ufing them. He who had received the ftones from 
the old man, had them now fixed, one at each end, to a large flick about 
two feet in length. Not liking diefe appearances, we had fome thoughts 
of embarking: but, on our fuddenly facing about, they retired up the 
beach to a fire which fome of them had juft made. Mr. Johnfton fob 
lowed them fingly, but was nothin time to difeover the method by which 
it had been fo quickly produced. His prefence feemed rather to difpleafe 
them, on which he returned, and we again proceeded along the beach, 
making figns of our intention to accompany them on the other fide of the 
bay. Fourteen only followed, the reft remained at the fire. Thofe who 
had not fpears fubftituted the drift wood on the beach for their weapons ; 
yet as our party confifted of nine, all well armed, we entertained no fear 
for our perfonal fafety, efpecially as every thing had been ftudioufly 
avoided that we imagined might give them offence, and the various pre- • 
fents they had received had apparently purchafed their good opinion 
and friendfhip, until now that we 'had reafon to believe the contrary 
by Iheir providing themfelves v?ith bludgeons. Having walked about 
half round the bay, we arrived at the fpot behind which, from the mall 
head, inland w|iter had been feen. As we proceeded up the beach we found 
it to be a large fhect of water, which took a weftem direftion round a hill 
that prevented our feeing its extent. At the upper end of this lake, the 
country appeared very pleafant, and level. The water feemed of a red- 
difh colour and was brackilh, which wasynoft probably occafioned by 
the fait water oozing through the beach, 'which at this place is not more 
than twenty yards wide ; or by its having fome communication with fea to 
the weftward, which we did not perceive. We tried to explain to the 
natives who Hill attended us, that the water was not fit to drink, and 
then returned to tlxe fea fide ; when, abreaft of the boat, they became 
Voi. I. N very 
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N *^^be very clamorous, talked extremely loud to each other, and divided fo as 
* nearly to Turround us. A young man ftrutted towards me in a very 
menacing attitude ; he diftorted his perfon, turned up his eyes, made hi> 
dcous faces, and created a wonderful fiercenefs in his appearance by his 
geftures. On pointing my double-barrelled gun towards him he defifted. 
Their hoflile intentions were now too evident to be miftaken, and there- 
fore, to avoid the neceffity of relbrting to extremities, the boat was imme- 
diately ordered in to take us on board. During this interval, although 
we were ftriftly on our guard, they began their attack, and before the 
boat could get in, to avoid being knocked down I was relu6lantly com- 
p'elled to fire one barrel, which being loaded with fmall fhot, I was in 
hopes might intimidate without materially wounding them, and that we 
Ihould be fuffered to embark without further moleftation. Unfortunately, 
I was difappointed in this hope. Mr. Johnfton received a blow upon 
his mufleet with fuch force from on unwieldy club, that it fell to the 
ground, but before his opponent could pick it up, Mr. Johnfton had 
time to recover his pofition, and he was obliged to fire on the blow being 
again attempted. A marine and feaman near him, were, under fimilar 
circumftances forced into the water, but not before they had alfo, jufti- 
• fied alone by felf prefervation, fired their pieces without orders. The 
gentleman having charge of the boat feeing us much preffed by the na- 
tives, and obliged to retreat, fired at this inftant alfb, on which they 
fled. I ordered the firing inftantly to ceafe, and was highly gratified 
to fee them depart apparently unhurt. The happinefs 1 enjoyed in 
this refleftion was of fhort duration, one man was difcQ,vered to have 
fallen ; and I am concerned to add, was found lifelefs, a ball having broken 
his arm and pafled through his heart. Wc immediately repaired towards 
the boat, but the furf not permitting her to come near enough, we were 
ftill under the neceffity of walking to the place from whence we had ori- 
ginally intended to embark. As we retired, we perceived one of the 
natives return from the woods, whither all had retreated, and placing 
himfclf by the deceaied, was diftin6lly heard in a fort of difmal howl to 
utter his lamentations. 

“• As we approached our firft landing place we faw no figns of habi- 
tations. 
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tations, although women and children w6re fuppdfcd to have been look- 

ing at us from the woods, whilft talking to the natives on our arrival. ^ 

On tracing fbme of the foot-patlis, nothing was difcovered but great 

numbers of ear (hells, and recelTes formed in the fame manner with a 

(ingle paliifade as thofe (een on our firft landing. We diftributed amongft 

the canoes the remaining part of our toys and trinkets, to manifed our kind 

intentions towards them, and as fome little atonement alfo for the injury 

which, contrary to our inclinations, they had fuliained, in defending our- 

(elves againd their unprcfvoked, unmerited hodility. , In our way to the 

(hip, we faw two natives running along the beach to the canoes, but on 

our arrival on board tliey were not difcernible with our glalTes. 

“ The men were of a middling (ize, fome doutly made, well limbed and 
dediy ; their hair, both of the head and beard, was black, and by fome 
was worn long. The young men had it tied up in a knot on tlie crown 
of their heads, intermixed with black and white featliers. Some had tlieir 
beards plucked out; their complexion and general colour is dark brown, 
witli plain features, and in general bad teetli. Their (kins were dedi- 
tute of any marks, and they Itad the appearance of being cleanly in their 
perfons. Their drefs was either a (eal or bear-fldn tied with linnet, 
infide outwards, round their necks, which fell below their hips ; or mats 
neatly made, tied in the fame manner, which .covered their backs and 
flioulders. Some were naked, excepting a well w'oven matt of fine tex- 
ture, which, being fadened at Aich end by a dring round their waids, 
made a fort of decent garment. We did not obferve that their ears were 
bored, or that they Avore any ornaments about their perfons, excepting a 
lew who had a fort of necklace made of mother of pearl (hells. Several 
of them had their lilhing lines, made of the fame fort of hemp with their 
nets, fadened round them ; but we did not fee any of their hooks. We 
noticed two or three old men, but they did not appear to Ikia c an)' power 
or authority OA'er the others. They feemed a cheerful race, our conver- 
fation frequently exciting violent burds of laughter amongd them. On 
our fird landing their furprize and exclamations can hardly be imagined ; 
they pointed to the fun, and then to us, as if toalk, Avhethcr we had come 
from thence. The not finding a fingle habitation, led us to confider 
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this part of the ifland as a temporary refidence of the inhabitants, pofli- 
bly for the purpofe of procuring a fupply of fhell and other fifh. The 
former, of different kinds, were here to be had in great abundance : claws 
of Cray fifh were found in their canoes ; and as the birds about the fhore 
were in great numbers, and flew about the natives as if never molefted, it 
gave us reafon to believe that the fea furnifhed the principal means of 
their fubfiftence. Black fea pies with red bills, black and white fpotted 
curlews with yellow bills, large wood pigeons like thofe at Dufky bay, 
a variety of ducks, fmall fand larks, and fand-pipers, were very nume> 
rous about the fhores. 

. ** Thefe few obfervations conclude a brief narrative of our vifit and 


tranfaflions at Chatham ifland ; and I have to lament that the hoftility of 
its inhabitants rendered the melancholy fate that attended one of them 
unavoidable, and prevented our refearches extending further than the 
beach, and the immediate entrance pf the adjoining wood. 

“ On our return to the velfel we got under weigh, with a frefli gale 
at s.w. About fix in the evening, on paffing point Munnings, which is 
the N. E. extremity of the ifland, it was feen to be a low peninfula, 
over which, from the mafl-head, was difeovered more land to the fouth- 
ward ; but the weather became fo very hazy, that it was impoffiblc to dif- 
cern how far it extended -in that direftion. From the bay, which I called 
Skirmish Bay, to point Munnings, the fhore is low, rocky, and clothed 
with wood. Some rocks lie a little way bff the point. The extent ofthe 
ifland in an eafl and weft direftion, which is nearly the line of the coaft, 
was now confidered to be about 12 leagues, allowing i4“^caft variation. 
The latitude of our anchoring place in Skirraifh bay was 43"49', and its 
longitude 183“ 25'. At eight o’clock the extremities of the land bore 
from s.w. by s. to w. by s. 5 or 6 leagues diftant. At day-break, the 
next morning, we made all fail as ufual, and purfued our way to the 
Wcditef. 30. N.E. In the courfe of this day, we pafled many patches of fea weed, 
and faw forae port Egmont hens and feveral oceanic birds. 

“ With pleafant weather and a fine gale between the s.e. and s.w. 
December, quarters, we proceeded, without any thing occurring worthy of notice, 
Saturdays, until the 3d of decembcr, when, in the afternoon, our latitude was 38* 

52'; 
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^ 2 ' ; the mean refult of eight fets of lunar obfervations taken the two 
preceding days, and reduced by the watch, gave the longitude this day 
192®43'33". I he watch, by its rate, and error, as found atDulkybay, 
(hewed 192“ 45' 37". The mean variation, by azimuths and amplitude, 
1 i° 56' eaftwardly. The watch and obfervations having agreed fo well, 
little error is to be apprehended in the longitude affigned to Chatham 
idand. 



“ Our pleafunt weather was of no long continuance ; on tuefday, in die Tuefday 6, 
latitude of 35”43^ longitude 197® 20', towards evening, it fell calm. A 
breeze next morning fprang up at n.e. with which we (leered to the Wetlncf. 7. 
E.s.E. ; between which, and the n.n.w. the wind continued with hazy, 
rainy, foggy and very unpleafant weather until funday, in latitude 36“ Sunday n. 
53', longitude 206“ : having been vilited by few oceanic birds. The wind 
now veered round by the weft to the fouthward, and brought us tolera- 
bly pleafant weather, with which, until thurlday, we continued to (leer Timriihiy 1 5, 
north by eaft; when, in latitude 30® 17', longitude 208**4 6', the wind 
again refumed its northern direftion, varjdng a point or two on cither 
fide of north. The atmofphere became dark, heavy, fultry and gloomy ; 
the clouds poured dowm torrents of rain accompanied vvuth much light- 
ning, thunder, and violent fqualls, which obliged the crew to be con- 
ftantly expofed, until the 20th ; when the w’ind changed to the fouth, 'luoiUay 
blew a moderate breeze, and we again had fine fettled weather. 

“ Although every advantage had*been taken wliich the winds afforded, 
during the laft four days, we had not been able to (horten the diftance 
from our deftined port, more than 6 leagues ; our latitude this day being 
29® 8', longitude 211“ 55'. Shortly, afternoon, fome obfervations were 
procured for the longitude. The mean of four fets of diftances gave 
2 14® 30' 18", the watch 212“ 13' 15". Although the watch was confide- 
rably to the weftward of the lunar oblervations, yet in the laft of five days, 
it made 1*^19' more eafting than the log fhewed. 

“ The wind continued between fouth, and e.s.e. with pleafant weather ; 
on thurlday we were again enabled to obtain more obfervations for the Thurfday 2«, 
longitude, when the mean of two fets gave 2 13" 53' 7',, the watch 21 2“43', 
the mean of thefe, and thofe taken on tuefday, reduced by the vratcli to 

this 
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NovlSiter mean refult of the fix fets 213“ 51^30", which was 1® 10^ 

<i- eaft of the watch ; our latitude at this time was 25° 26/ 

At eight the next morning, land was feen from the maft-head bear- 
ing, by compafs, w. by s. an hour afterwards it was .vifible from 
the deck bearing w. s.w.^w. at the diftance of about 10 leagues. It 
proved to be a fmall high ifland ; its northern part formed an elevated 
hummock, from the fall of which the land continued level, and then gra- 
dually dccreafed to the other extreme point. 

** The watch, with its error, gave the longitude, at the time the above 
bearings were taken, 211“ 6', 0 a <C 213" 16', our latitude by eftimation 
at this time 23® 36'. The fun being within a few minutes of the zemth at 
noon, our obfervation was indifferent, and could by no means be de- 
pended upon. I did not think it proper, on the prefent occafion, to give 
any name to this ifland. I had Ibmc reafoe to doubt the accuracy of our 
longitude. On our arrival at Otaheite I Ihould be enabled to determine 
whether this ifland might not be Tobouai feen by Captain Cook, or the 
land fuppofed to have been feen to the fouth-eaftward, whilll the Refolu- 
tion was off that ifland. 

“ The wind principally between e.n.e. and s.e. blew very frefli, at- 
tended with fqualls, a gloomy atmofphere, and an almofl. inceffant rain, 
Monday 26. until fcven in the morning of the 26th ; when the weather clearing, gave 
us a view of Maitea or Ofnaburgh ifland; bearing, by compafs, e.s.e. 
diftant only about 6 or 8 leagues. We immediately fleered for Otaheite, 
which was feen about eight bearing w.^ n. The wind was now eaflwardly, 
accompanied by fhowers of rain. At noon, the land over point Venus 
bore weft, diftant 7 or 8 leagues. The latitude ni)w observed (being the 
firft time fmee the 23d,) varying only 5' from the dead reckoning, was 
17® 29', longitude 21 1® 45', by the watch 210® 39'. In the afternoon, the 
wind became fouthwardly, with dark gloomy weather. Having reached, 
by five o’clock, wdthin four or five miles of the ftiore, a little to the eaft- 
ward of point Venus, forne canoes came off, and brought fome cocoa-nuts, 
and two fmall hogs, which were inftantly purchafed. Towards fun-fet, 
the breeze died away, and it continued calm until midnight, when it again 
fniftiencd from the eaftward ; with which, under an cafy fail, we plied 

until 



95 


ROUND THE WORLD, 
until the mornmg, when all our canvafs was fpread for Matavai bay. 

, *19 11 ^ December. 

About eight o clock we rounded the Dolphin bank in 2-^ fathoms wa- » ^ ^ 

ter, and worked up into the bay. About nine we anchored iii 8 fathom, 
black muddy bottom; point Venus bearing by compafs K.15 k. ; the 
Dolphin bank N.yow.; and One-Tree hill s. 31 w. This being the 
place of rendevous appointed by Captain Vancouver, we experienced no 
fmall degree of difappointment on not finding the Difeovery in jiort ; 
and our folicitude for her welfare was greatly increaled, when we ad- 
verted to her fuperiority in failing, which had given us realbn to believe 
her arrival would have jDreceded ours, at leaft a week. 

" We fcarcely anchored, when the natives flocked around us in the mort; 
civil and friendly manner, bringing with them an ample fupply of the 
different refreflijnents their country afforded. Some trifling thefts being 
committed by fiiinc of our numerous vilitors, we were under the neceffity 
of obliging them to retire to their canoes alongfidc, with which they 
complied in the greatefl good humour. The whole of the afternoon was 
a continued rain, as heavy as any one on board ever beheld, accompa- 
nied with a very fevere tempefl. On our firfl arrival, the whole of the 
fhore was one uninterrupted beach ; but, towards evening, the torrents 
ol’ rain which had fallen, caufed an inundation of the river, which 
broke its bank about half way, between point Venus and One-Tree hill; 
and through the breach an iminenfe quantity of water was difeharged, 
wdiich brought with it a great number of large trees that were fcattcrcd 
in various direflions over the bay. A great concourfe of the inhabitants 
had aflembled and beheld the bank give way, upon which they all fliout- 
ed, feemingly with afclamations of great joy; for had not this event 
taken place, their houfes and plantations would probably have been 
much incommoded by the overflowing of the river. 

“ Our cutter was moored alongfide. In the courfe of the night one 
of the trees drifted athwart her, broke the iron chain, with which fhe 
was fecured, ftove in her broadfide and ftern ; and, on her filling, the 
furniture was waflied away. This circumftance, little to the credit of 
the gentlemen who had the watch on deck, was not difeovered until the 
morning, when, after fome hours fearch in the launch, tdie party returii- Wcdnei. 28. 
ed without finding the loft materials. 


** From 
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Dece mber * From young Oloa, I received this morning a prefent of two hogs, 
and fome fruit. Otoo the elder, now ftiled Pomarre, we underftood, was 
at Eimeo, w-hither the melfengers requclled we would fend to acquaint 
him with our arrival, on which he would indantly repair to Matavai. 
His abfence, however, had produced not the lead inconvenience ; for 
notwithdanding we had not been vifited by any chief, yet the behaviour 
of the people was perfoftly civil and friendly. They fupplied us with 
as much provifion as we could poffibly ufe, on very reafonable terms. 
The greater part of this day, and all the fucceeding night, the temped 
continued with unabated torrents of rain. 

Thuriday2g. On ihurfday moming I received from Oparre a very bountiful pre- 
fent, confiding of hogs and fruit, from young OtoOt with a meffage to 
fignify that he might be expefted next da)' at Matavai. , In the evening, 
the weather being a little more temperate, though the furf continued 
to run too high to admit of our approaching the beach in the bay, wt 
landed at the back of point Venus, and WTre received by the natives 
with great cheerfulnefs and cordiality. They treated us with the utmod 
hofpitality, and vied with each other to be foremod in friendly attentions. 
The wind having (hided to the eadward, the weather became ferene and 
Fridiy 30. pleafant ; and being informed the next morning, by fome of the natives, 
that a (hip was in fight, I repaired indantly on (hore, and had the un- 
fpeakable pleafure of perceiving it to^be the Difeovery to the eadward, 
deering for the bay. About ten o'clock, as (he hauled in between the 
reef and the Dolphin bank, I went on board to congratulate Captain 
Vancouver ; and to inform him of our welfare and proceedings fince our 
(eparation.” , 

It may not be improper to obferve, that the feparation of the two 
velfels was occafioned, as was fird conjeflured, by circumdances un- 
avoidable, which occurred during a very heavy and violent (lorm. As 
fome recompence, however, for the anxiety attendant on lofing the com- 
pany of our little confort, we had to redeft, that, eventually, the gale 
had been the fortunate means of our making fome additions to geo- 
graphy. 

* The ifiands fird difeovered by the Chatham, and named Knight’s 

ifland 
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ifland by Mr. Broughton, were the Snares, which we had palTed in the 
Difcovery a few hours before. As Mr. Broughton confidered our means . y- / 

for afccrtaining their true pofition fupcrior to what he pofTcfled, their 
pofitive fituation as placed by us may be received as corretl ; but as 
the Chatham paffed through them, tlie relative fituation to each other, 
according to Mr. Broughton’s oblervations, is to be preferred. 

The Difcovery pa {fed about 20 leagues to the north of Chatham 
ifland; as did Captain Cook in march 1777, whoalfo pafled, about the 
fame diflance to the fouth of it, in June 1773 : on all thefe occafions, it 
was not obferved, nor did we, in the Difcovery, fce the iflands difeo- 
vered by the Chatham on the 23d ofdccembcr, lying more to the eaflward 
tnan Tobouai, and in latitude 23" 42', longitude 21 2" ^t/. 


VoL. I. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

Vijit OUuh-^Arrival of Pomurrey and Matooara Mahoxo — Arrival of Taoio, 
Pomurr(y*s father — Interview between Taow and his fans — Submijfon of 
Taow to Otoo — Entertainments at the encampment — Vi/it of Poatatou — 
Death of Mahow — Excurfon to Ofarre, 


rj . 

December. JjY tlic time wc had anchored, the ftiip was furrounded with canoes 
iViiy 7 o.~^ laden with the different produftioRS of tlie country. The natives, with 
every affurance of friendfhip, and with expreffions of the greateft joy at 
our arrival, w’crc crowding on board. One or two amongfl them, al- 
though not principal chiefs, evidently aflUmed fome little authority, and 
Avere exceedingly earneft that we (hould not fuffer the multitude to come 
' on board, as that would be the bell means to prevent thefts, and infurc that 
amity and good fcllowfhip which they appeared very felicitous to ellablifli 
and fupport. We complied with their advice, and found no difficulty 
in carrying it into execution. Wc had only to delirc they would nhurn 
to their canoes, and they immediately complied. I had the mortifica- 
tion of finding on inquiry, that mofl of the friends I Ijad left here in 
the year 1777, both male and female, were dead. Otoo, with his father, 
brothers, and fifters, Potatow, and his family, were the onl)' chiefs of 
my old acquaintance that were now living. Otoo was not here ; nor 
did it appear that Otaheite was now the place of his refidence, having 
retired to his newly acquired poITcffion Eimeo, or as the natives more 
commonly call that ifland Mo re a, leaving l.is eldefi fon the fupreme 
authority over this, and all the nei^ibouring iflands. I’he young king 
had taken the name of Otoo, and ray old friend that of Pomurr<y; 
Iia^'ing given up his name with his fovereign jurifdiftion, though he flill 

feemed 
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feemed to retain liis authority as regent. Mr. Broughton had received 
fome prelents from Otoo, who being now arrived from Oparre, had 
fent defiring that gentleman would vifit him on fltore at Matavai. 1 
had received no invitation ; but, as fome of the natives gave me to un- 
derlland that my accompanying Mr. Broughton would be efteemed a 
civility, 1 did not hefitate to comply, efpecially as Mr. Broughton had 
prepared a prefent in fo handforne a way, that I confidered it a fufficient 
compliment to the young king from us both. As foon as the fiiip was 
fecured, Mr. Whidbey and myfelf attended Mr. Broughton, with inten- 
tion to fix on an eligible fpot for our tents, and for tranfa61;ing our ne- 
celTary bufmefs on Ihore ; and afterwards to pay our refpe6ls to his 
Otaheitean majefiy. • 

The furf oljiged us to row round the point near the mouth of the 
river ; wliere wc landed, and were received by the natives with every 
demonftration of regard. A meflengcr was inftantly difpatched to in- 
form the king of our arrival, and intended vifit. The llation of our tents 
on my former vifits to this country, was not likely, on the prefent occa- 
fion, to anfwer our purpofe ; the beach was confiderably waflied away, 
and the fand being removed from the coral rocks rendered the landing 
very unfafe. The furf had alfo broken into the river, and made it very 
felt. Thefe circumllances induced me to fix on a fituation about a quar- 
ter of a mile further along the beach, to the fouthward. The meflenger 
that had been difpatched to inform Otoo of our landing and propol'ed 
vifit, returned with a pig, and a plantain leaf, as a peace-offering to me ; 
accompanied by a fpeech of congratulation on our arrival, and offers of 
whatever refrefhments the country afforded. This fhort ceremony being 
finifhed, we proceeded along the beach in expeftation of meeting the 
young fovercign, until we arrived near to the place where the river had 
broken its banks. There we were dire6ted to halt, under the fhade of a 
palm tree, to which we readily confented, the weather being nearly 
calm, and exccffively fultry. After waiting a fliort time, we were ac- 
quainted that the king, having fome objc6lion to crofs the river for 
the purpofe of meeting ftrangers, requefled we A^ould go to him. A 
canoe was in waiting to take us over ; and having tvalked about an hlm- 
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dred yards on tl)e other fide, the interview took place. We found Otoo 
to be a boy of about nine or ten yeans of age. He was carried on the 
llioulders of a man, and was clothed in a piece of Englifh red cloth, 
with ornaments of pigeon’s feathers hanging over his flioulders. When 
we had approached within about eight paces, we were defired to flop : the 
prefent we had brought was exhibited; and although its magnitude, and 
the value of the articles it contained, excited the admiration of the by- 
flanders in the highefl degree, it was regarded by this )'oung monarch 
with an apparently flcrn and cool indifference. It was not immediately 
to be prefented ; a certain previous ceremony was necefl’ary. Not con- 
fidering myfelf fufficiently mailer of the language, I applied for affillance 
to an inferior chief named Moerree, (who had been iifeful to Mr. 
Broughton) to be my prompter. At firfl he ufed Ibmc pains, but not 
finding me fo apt a fcholar as hccxpe6led, he foon took the whole office 
upon himfelf. He anfwercd for our peaceable and friendly intentions, 
and rcquefled fupplies of provifions, and a pledge of good faith towards 
us, with as much confidence as if* he had been intimately acquainted with 
our wifhes and defigns. Our fituation on this occafion was fnnilar to 
that of his Otaheitean ma jclly, who condefeended to fay but a few words* 
a perfon by his fide fparing him that trouble by going through all the 
formal orations. A ratification of peace and mutual fricndfhip being 
acknowledged on both fidcs, and thefc ceremonies conclutletl, which took 
up fifteen or twenty minutc^s, the different European articles compofing 
the prefent, were, with fome little form, prefented to Otoo; and on his 
lhaking hands with us, which he did very hcartil)', his cpuntcnance be- 
came immediately altered, and he received us with the grtruteff checrful- 
nefs and cordiality. lie informed me, that his father, my former ac- 
quaintance and friend, was at Morea, and requeflcd I would fend thither 
a boat for him; for, as the iflanders were much accunomed to raifefalfe 
reports, Pomurrey would not believe that I was arrived without feeing 
fome of us, by whom he would be convinced. He alfi) added, that if we 
fliould fail without feeing his lather, he would not only be very much 
concerned, but very angry. This language being in the mouths of every 
ont: around us, and feeling a gretit defirc to fee an old friend wlio had 

ever 
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ever conduced himfelf with propriety, and appeared firmly attaclied to 
our intereftj I promifed to comply with the young king’s requeft. The ■ -i. — 
fufFufions of joy, and a readinefs to oblige, were- evident in the counte- 
nances of all whom we met. Their inftant compliance with all our re- 
quefts, and their cagernefs to he foremoft in performing any little friendly 
office, could not be obferved without the moll grateful emotions. Eacli 
of us was prefented with a quantity of cloth, a large hog, and feme ve- 
getables ; after which wq returned on board extremely w’ell pleafed with 
our vifit and reception. 

My original intention in calling here was for the Ible purpole of re- 
cruiting our water, and obtaining a temporary fupply of frclli provilions : 
but on further confideralion I was convinced, that we Ihould not find anv 
place this winter, where the neceflary duties w’e had to perform before 
wc; could proceed to the coaft of America, would be fo well done, or 
executed with fo much cafe and convenience, as in our prclent fituation. 

A finall boat for the Chatham was to be built, and a great repair was nc- 
ceffary to her large cutter. The timber cut in Duficy bay wanted to be 
fawn into planks for many other immediate and effential purpofes. Thefc 
matters required immediate attention, and could not fo properly be exe- 
cuted on board : belide which, the known accuracy with which the fitua- 
tion of this ifland is fettled, made me anxious to laud our chronometers, 
for the purpofe of afeertaiuing thqir error, and rate of going, which had 
lalt-ly become fomewhat equivocal. Thcfe rcafons induced me to deter- 
mine on giving the veflels every equipment here they required, which 
would haw the further convenience of ffiortcning our vifit this feafon at 
the Sandwich illands. Direclions were therefore given, that the fails 
fhould be unbent, the topmafts, &c. ftruck, and that a thorongh exami- 
nation of the rigging and fails Ihould take place. The Difccn ei v's car- 
penters wf^re ordered to affill thofe of the Chatham, in building and re- 
pairing her boats, fawing out the plank, and all other neceffary lervices 
that circuraftances rendered pra6iicablc, were, by the fcveral artificers, 
put in a train of execution. 

Agreeably to the promil'c made to Otoo, Mr. Mudge, accompanied by 
Mr. Menzies, was on iaturday difpatched to tl-C iiland of Morea tor Saturday 31, 

Povmrrty. 
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V^idc Cook's 
V oyages. 


1792. 

January. 


Sunday 


Mondays. 


Ponzurrey. Maiuaro, who we were informed was, under Otoo, fovereign 
of Huaheinc, and who was now here on an Ercoei party,* undertook to 
be their pilot. As foon ‘as the boat put off, the crowd about the fliip 
becoming acquainted with her errand the news was fpeedily carried 
with acclamations to the fhore, and there received with great demon- 
llrations of gladnefs. 

During the night, the fwell in the bay had greatly increafed, and con- 
ceiving we were nearer the Dolphin bank than, was imagined on our ar- 
rival, we warped nearer in (hore, and moored in 1 3 fathoms black fand, 
and muddy bottom : One-Tree hill bearing by compafs s.26tv. ; and 
point Venus n. 14 e. The fiirf breaking with great violence, had hi- 
therto prevented our landing the encampment ; but as I had been ac- 
cuftomed to fee this place perfeftly fmooth, I entertained no doubt that 
the bay would in a day or two refume its ufual tranquillity. 

Sunday morning ufhered in the hew year. The furf had in fome mea- 
fure fubfided, though it ftill broke with great violence on the Ihorc ; which 
induced me to make nevr-year’s day a holiday. Eveiy one had as much 
frefli pork, and plum-pudding as he could make ufe of ; and left in the 
voluptuous gratifications of Otaheite, we might forget our friends in old 
England, all hands were ferved a double allowance of grog to drink 
the healths of their fweethearts and friends at home. It is foincwhat 
fingular that the gunner of the Difeovery was the only married m^in of 
the whole party. 

The weather becoming pleafant on monday morning, the tents, ob- 
fervatory, &c. were fent on fhore. Thefc were conftantly protcfled by 
a guard of marines, and our field pieces ; which were very properly 
conftrufled for our occafions, and anfwered every expefted purpofe. 
Mr. Puget was charged with the encampment, and Mr. Whidbey was 
particularly to attend the obfervatory. My attention and refidence was 
divided between the fhip, and the fliore. On pitching our tents, a great 
concourfe of the natives in the moft friendly and orderly manner attend- 
ed. Their numbers, in fome meafure, proved inconvenient, by inter- 
rupting our labours ; but, on a line being drawn on the ground, deno- 
ting the fpace we intended to occupy, not one attempted to trefpafs ; and 

thofe 
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thofe who were permitted to help in the debarkation of our ilores, con- 
du6led themfelves with th^utmoft decorum, and feemed amply repaid 
with a few beads for their i(mftance. 

Towards noon Mr. Mudge returned with my old friend Pomurrty, who 
was faluted, previoufly to his coming on board, with four guns from 
each veffel, which gratified him extremely. With him came Matooara 
Mahow, commonly called Mahota ; the reigning prince, under Otoo^ of 
Morea. There was hoviever little probability of his long enjoying this 
honorable flation, as he appeared to be in the laft ftage of a deep and 
rapid decline ; his perfon was reduced to a mere fkeleton, which he Was 
not able to raife without great aififtance. He was hoified on board in 
a chair, and fupported by fix people down to the cabin, where, unable 
to fit up, or to ttand, a bed was prepared for him on the lockers. The 
reafons that could induce a man in his deplorable condition to under- 
take fuch a vifit, muft, without doubt, be not lefs curious than extra- 
ordinar)' ! 

Pomurr^ had perfeft recolleftion of me ; and e\’^ery exprefiion, and 
a6lion, indicated the fincerity of the happinefs he profefled on our arri- 
val. He frequently obferved, I had grown very much, and looked very 
old fince laft we had parted. In the afternoon, his two wives and young- 
eft fitter arrived ; the former vrerc the fitters, and the latter the wife of 
Mahffw. His two brothers alfo aca:ompanied the ladies, with many chiefs 
and attendants, each prefenting me on their coming on board with 
cloth, hogs, fowls and vegetables, in fuch abundance, that we had now 
more than we could well difpenfo with. This profufion, however, and 
the manner in which it was beftowed, was ^’cry grateful to our feelings, 
as it plainly evinced the kind-hearted difpofition of the inhabitants, and 
that we could not experience any want were our ftay to be protrafted 
far beyond the period of my prefent intention. It now became necef- 
fary that a handfome return fhould be made to the whole group, agree- 
ably to the rank and fituation of each individual. In felefiing ihe prefents 
I was fortunate enough at once to fuccced, far beyond their moft fan- 
guine expeftations. 

As JPomurr^ and Mahow, with their wives, were to fleep on board, 

. their 
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.*79*‘ their donations were not to be exhibited to* public view until the crowd 

-j— was difperfed ; and I was inftrufted, in the e1;ent of inquiries being made 

concerning the prefents I prdpofed to make thefe illullrious perfonages, 
to enumerate but few of the articles. Amongft thole intended for 
Pomurrty were two axes. Thefe he defired no one Ihould know of ; 
and to prevent even fufpicion, hid them under my bureau, where they 
remained feme days, until he fent hLs elder wife Pomurr^ Whaheine for 
them. This degree of fecrecy feemed inexplics^ble. 

Amongfl the feveral chiefs who vilited us, was Poeno, chief of Matavai, 
who brought with him a portrait of Captain Cook, drawn by Mr. Web- 
ber, in the year 1777. This pifture is always depolited in the houfe of 
the chief of Matavai, and is become the public regiller. On the back 
of it was. written, that the Pandora had quitted this illand the 8th of 
may 1 791 . 

It is natural to fuppofe we fhduld be very felicitous to become ac- 
quainted with the circumllanccs that had attended the vcflel and the un- 
fortunate perfens belonging to the Bounty. Captain Edwards, who in 
the Pandora w’as difpatched from England in quell of them ferae months 
prior to our failing, had, we underftood, arrived here, and taken on 
board thofe of the crew who were left at Otaheite, amounting to the 
number of thirteen, at the time Mr. Chrillian with tlte re/l. of his 
party failc<l from the illand, which w^s Ibmc time belbrc tlie arrival of 
the Pandora ; lince vrhich period I was not able to procure any intelli- 
gence of Mr. Chrillian or his companions. 

Whatever particulars could be collefted from the natives, refpcfling 
this no Icfs criminal, than melancholy event, I thought it an incum- 
bent duty to procure and tranlinit to England, left ariy accident Ihould 
befal the Pandora. But as a legal invelligation has lince taken place, 
I truft I lliall neither incur the difpleafurc of the humane, nor the re- 
proach of the curious, by declining any further digrelTion on this fad 
fubjeCl : the former will readily find an apology for me in their own 
bofoms ; and the latter may refort to the publications of the day, for any 
other particulars with which they may be defirous of becoming acquainted. 

A large party of royalty, and chiefs, honored us with their company at 

, dinner. 
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dinner, which failed being a^eafant circumftance in confequence of the 
weather being extremely hot, and the cabin exceflively crowded. On 
this occafion, the wives o&romumy and tKe wife of Mahno were per- 
mitted to fit with us at table, and partake of the repafi. This indul- 
gence, however, is by no means common, and, I believe, granted to 
no other of the women on the iiland. Our attention was particularly 
attraded by the great defire which the generality of them, both male and 
female, exhibited, in their^endeavours to adopt our manners and cufloms, 
and the avidity with which they fought fpirituous liquors, 

Pomurrey, in the courfe of dinner and afterwards, drank a bottle of 
brandy, without diluting it. This threw him into fuch violent convul- 
fioas, that four ftrong men were required to hold him down, and to 
perform the office of Room, room”* which is done by fqueezing the 
flelh of the limbs, and body of the intoxicated perfon with their hands. 
On thefe convulfions fubfiding, he flept for about an hour, and then 
arofe to all appearance as much refrefhed with his nap, as if he had re- 
tired perfeftly fober. I expoftulated with a defire to convince him that 
inebriety was highly pernicious to health, but in vain ; his only 
reply was, “ Nozoe none” a term ufed for every thing that delights or 
pleafcs, fuch as mufic, &c. &c. accufed me of being a ftingy fellow, 
and that I was not “ Tio tio” a phrafe lately adopted to fignify a jolly 
companion. This determined mq that he Ihould have his own way, and 
orders were given that he fliould have as much brandy or rum, as he 
chofe to call for ; concluding, that in a few days he would be convin- 
ced of its ill effefts. In this I was not miftaken; before the week ex- 
pired he ccafed calling for fpirits ; and a few glalTcs of wine, at and af- 
ter dinner, completely fatisfied him ; frequently faying, that all I had 
told him of the “ Ava Britame” was perfeftly true. Spirits and wine are, 
however, ,in great requeft with all the chiefs, as is fugar ; and there can 
be no doubt that thefe articles might be rendered amongft them confi- 
derable branches of traffic. 

We were bufily employed this day about our rigging, fails, and other 
matters on board ; and in landing the chronometers, inftruments, and 
other neceflary articles and implements for the execution of our bufine/s 
VoL. I. P on 
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on fliorc ; from whence the . boats return^ with fome water ; and wc 
f began falling of pork. 

The weather continued ^ be very fultfy.; the thermometer, gene- 
rally (landing between 83 and 85, my royal guefts, with a crowd of 
attendants, Hill remained on board, and their company became no left 
pleafant than inconvenient. I was given to underlland they intended to 
make the fliip their place of refidence, until tliey fhould return to Morea. 
This arrangement was very incommodious, and to which it was equally 
impoflible to objeft : I was therefore under the neceflity of reforting to 
fame little addrefs, which fortunately was attended with the deli red fuc- 
ceft. I took an opportunity of acquainting Pomurr^ that my atten- 
dance at the obfervator}^ would now be conftantly required, which would 
oblige me to dine on Ihorc ; but that I had ordered a djpner on board, 
and plenty of brandy, for him and his friends. A confultation fhortly 
took place, and as I was about to* leave the fliip, he faid, if I would call 
for him after dinner, the whole party would difembark, defiring at the 
fame time, that he might be faluted on his landing, from the encamp- 
ment ; which in the evening was done accordingly. Our royal friends 
took up their abode in a wretched houfe brought for the expreft purpofc 
to point Venus, where our tents on former vifits had been pitched. Po- 
mwfrey was not in a condition to favor us with his prefence that evening ; 
but, in the morning, we had the honor ol his company at the encamp- 
ment. He regarded with inquifitive attention, and great admiration, the 
leveral works in which our people were engaged. A large piece of tim- 
ber which was fawing into plank, greatly attracted his ijotice, and drew 
me into a ferape ; he faid it wa.s impoflible we cpuld be in immediate 
want of fo great a quantity, and did not doubt that ere long we fliould 
be in a country where wc could again be fupplied, having underflood 
that this flick had been cut at New Zealand. Thefe confiderations led 
him to requeft, that I would order a cheft of the plank to be made for 
him, fix feet long, four feet broad, and three, feet deep. I excufed my- 
felf, by replying that I could not with any conveniency part with fo much 
plank, nor could the carpenters be well fpared from the bufinefs on which 
they were employed; but that, before we failed, I would endeavour to 
have a fmall cheft made for him. Pomurrey, howxver, was of opinion, 

that 
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that a large cheft would tak^ little more t^e to finifli than a fmall on^ jan^ 
and offered to find plank fo^ the top and Bottom, if I would fupply the i 7 

fides and end, and allow ^ car^nter to make it. In fhort, he was fo 
prefling and earnefl, that much agaihft mr inclination, having great de> 
mands for the plank, and conflant employpor the artificers, I was under 
the neceflity of complying with his wifhes; 

MahoWf though extremely feeble, paid us a vifit on Ihore ; being un- 
able to walk, he was carried about in a kind of litter. Many other 
chiefs were now conftantly attendant upon us with a numerous party of 
the natives, who all condufled theihfelves with the ftrifteft propriety, and 
feemed highly delighted with the new mode of fpending their tune, in ob- 
ferving and animadverting on ojir different employments. 

The wind, fince our arrival, had been eafterwardly, blowing a mode- 
rate breeze ; it had now veered to the north with fqualls and fhowers of 
rain, attended by a very heavy rolling.fwell in the bay. The Difeovery's 
yawl wanting repair was hauled up for that purpole. In the evening, we 
had much rain, with frequent gufts of wind ; which fo much increafed 
the furf, that all communication with the fhore mull have cealed, had not 
the good offices of our kind friends on the ifland, enabled us to keep up 
a corrcfpondence. They fuccefsfully contended with the boiflerous ele- 
ments, by fwimming to and from the fhip ; and, to manifefl tlieir attach- 
ment, fupplied us by this means with bread-fruit, cocoa-nuts, and other 
rerrt*fhments. 

On thurfday morning, the n.w, wind, which is the moll boiflerous Thuifdays. 
and unpleafant known in this country, brought with it a lea wdiich broke 
with fuch great violence on the Ihore, as to itifulate the fpot on which 
our royal friends had taken up their abode. The wind could not be 
confidered as a flrong gale ; yet lb violent was the fea that accom- 
panied it, that it broke with unintermitted force in every part of the 
bay, excepting where the veflels rode ; and, even Ihere, we did not in- 
tirely efcape its fury ; two feas broke on board the Difeovery, although 
in eight fathoms water, w’hich nearly filled the waifl. Towards eight 
o’clock, the clouds in the n.w. bearing a very threatening appearance, 
the fhcet anchor was dropped underfoot. This difagreeable weather 
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continued all day, and the ftirf rai^^ Ib'^igh on 'die fliore as to make 
k necefiary to remove the obfervatory Ibrtlier back feveral paces ; not- 
withAanding which, the kindUfhees of the fi^icndly natives, regardlds of 
danger, were uninterru^Medlylcontiniied. 

It became cairn, and the Jamather appeared more fettled, on friday 
morning. The (heet anchor was weighed and replaced ; and all hands 
were bufily employed in their refpeftive departments. After breakialt, 
1 went on (bore, and underftood that Otoo had, in the courie of the laA 
two days, been carried, as when we firft met him, about the encamp* 
ment. On his approach, I invked him into the marquee, and requefted 
he would viht the Hups. Bodi thefe invitations he declined ; and I was 
immediately given to underftand, that fhould he enter the tents or (hips, 
neither his &ther, mother, or any inhabitant of thefe iflands, could again 
be admitted ; that every thing is and muft be deftroyed out of which he 
fliould eat or drink, although veflels or utenfils belonging to us. As the 
young monarch was about the encampment moft part of the day ; whilft 
at dinner, 1 demanded of his father if 1 might fend him a glafs of wine ; 
he replied, if I chofe to have the glals broken, I was at liberty fo to do; 
and enquired if I had an abundance of fuch articles to fpare. Some 
wine was therefore fent in the fhell of a cocoa-nut, which being emptied 
by the young king, was inftantly broken and thrown in the fea. Pomur- 
rey had, early and frequently, afked if we had not fire-works on board, 
and being informed that we had, feturday evening was fixed for an ex- 
hibition, after which the royal party, with their dying chief Mahow, 
were to return to Morea, and having landed him, Pomurrey and his 
wives were to return, and remain here until we Ihould depart. The in- 
tended difplay of fire- works was made known to all around us, and mef- 
fengers with the intelligence were difpatched to various parts of the 
ifland. 

Pomurr^'s father, who was formerly known by the name of Happiy 
now called TaxytOy had arrived from Morea, and was on board the Difco- 
very where he defired to fee me ; on which, Pamurrty with Urrtpiah 
and Whytooa, his two next brothers, accompanied me to pay our refpefts 
to* their old fire, who had juft arrived in a large canoe, laden with the 

produ6lions 
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produdioiis of the cootttty ^ a-pti^fit. iThis intervievr was exceflively .'19^: 
aifife&ing. tt was with grtsat fattsla6iion pat 1 beheld the affefliohate tsara^^ 
regard with which the thr-^ fons embraced flieir aged and venerable fa- 
ther ; who, in acknowledging a gratdul 4nie of t^ir dutiful congratu- 
lations, exhibited feelings which drew teai^ from the whole party. When 
thefe filial effufions, which would have dpne credit to the fenfibility of 
die moft polifhed nations, had fubfided $ I prefented Taow with a fait- 
able return ; and, on including fome articles for his wife, who was ftill 
living at Morea, he was highly delighted, and the value of tlie prefent in 
his eftimation feemed thereby infinitely increafed. 

Some of the royal females had now joined Our party ; and as Pemurrey 
had not yet paid Mr. Broughton a vifit, we all went on board the Chat- 
liam. Prelenu were necefiary on this occafion ; and although I confidered 
that Mr. Broughton had been very liberal, our royal guefts leemed of a 
difierent opinion ; but on explaining •that there was not the fame abun- 
dance of valuable things on board the fmall velTel, that there was in the 
large Ihip, and having fome retrofpeft to die number and value of thole 
obtained from the Difeovery, we left the Chatham, and went on ftiore 
tolerably well fatisfied. 

Soon after our arrival at the encampment I witnelTed a feene, very dif- 
ferent from that which had been exhibited on board on the meeting of 
three fons with their venerable parent. It was Ihortly announced that 
Otoo was approaching. On this occafion, it became necelTary that the 
grandfather Ihould pay homage to his grandlbn. A pig and a plantain 
leaf were inftantly procured, the good old man ftripped to the waift, 
and when O/oo appeared in the front of the marquee, the aged parent, 
whofe limbs were tottering with the decline of life, met his grandlbn, and 
on his knees acknowledged his own inleriority, by prefenting this token 

of fubmilfion ; which, fo far as could be difeovered, leemed ofiered with 

• 

a mixture of profound refpefl, and parental regard. The ceremony 

feemed to have little effeft on the young monarch, who appeared to no- 
tice the humiliating fituation of his grandfire with the moft perfeft indif- 
ference and unconcern. This mode of behaviour is, however, mther to 
be attributed to the force of education, than to a want of the proper len- 

timents 
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timents of afleftion ; as 1 pertetjfly recollefct when I was here with Cap- 

/ tain Cook, Pomurr^ treated l|is brothers wi^the moft cool indifference, 
although, on the prefent occanon, there are ^ examples of three bro- 
thers living in greater harmoiw, or regarding each other with more fra- 
ternal affedlion : it fhould therefore feem, that this fort of diftant deport- 
ment is a neceffary appendage to the high office of fovereign. Another 
royal fon and daughter honored us with their company. Thefe, with 
a daughter remaining at Morea, are all the children of Pomurr^ now 
living. His family originally confiffed of five, "but one of his daughters 
was dcceafed. All thefe children were by his eldeft wife, known by the 
name of Pmurr^ Whaheine, or the female Pomurr ^ ; this lady I fhall 
hereafter dillinguifh by the appellation of .Queen Mother. By hLs young- 
eft wife he has had no children ; (he is called Fier re te. Our new vi- 

r ■ 

fitors were, each like their brotlier Otoo, carried on men’s fhoulders ; and 
for the fame reafons which interdifted him, they could not enter our ha- 
bitations. 'I’he youth feemed to be about three or four years younger 
than Otoo, and had taken the name of Whyeadooa, in confequcnce of his 
being die acknowledged fovereign o{Tiarabou, under his brother Otoo\ 
the daughter appeared to be about two or three years of age, to whom, 
or to the young lady remaining at Morea, I did not undcrlland that any 
particular titles or confequence were at prefent annexed ; yet this child 
feemed treated with much refpeft and attention. 

We had a very large party of royalty and of the different chief? to 
dinner at the marquee ; after which it was propofed, that die “ Heava 
no Britarne” that is, the Englifh entertainments, were to commence. 
Pomurrty requefted that fome guns from the ftiips fhould be fired as a 
prelude; that the marines on fiiore ftiould go through their e.\ercife, and 
fire ; and that the efforts of the field pieces fhould be exhibited. From 
the latter were fired both round and canniftcr (hot, which the furrounding 
multitude beheld with fiirprize, admiration, and terror, manifefted by 
their expreffions, particularly on obferving the diftance to which the 
fmall three pounders threw the round fliot ; and the execution that evi- 
dently could be done by the canuifter, which was fired at a rock in the 
lea,* lying at a convenient diftance. On firing^ with fojne difpatch, three 

rounds 
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rounds from the field pieces; the fear of completely overcame 

his curiofity, and he exclaimed “ Ateeraral;” fignifying he was perfeftly u .— ><— . 

fatisfied. . 

In the evening, we were very fortunate in our difplay of fire works. 

They had been well prepared and prefervied ; and were, without excep- 
tion, of their various kinds, equal to any I ever faw difcharged in Europe. 

A numerous crowd were aflembled on the occafion, who exprefl'ed as 
much allonilhment and admiration, as if thefe had been the firft exhi- 
bited in the ifland.' I endeavoured to prevail on Pomurr^ to aflill in 
the performance. He once took the port fire in his hand, but his heart 
failed, and calling his youngeft wife Fier re U, defired I would infl:ru6l 
lier. She was by no means fo alarmed as her hufband ; and, with a little 
of my afliftanpe, Ihe fired feveral rockets, a Catharine wheel, feme flower 
pots, and balloons. Having difplayed an alfertment of thefe, together 
with feme water rockets, &c. the exhibition was clofed; and the natives 
retired in the moft perfetily good order to their refpeflive habitations, 
cxceflively well pleafed with their entertainment; although it was evi- 
dent, that the major part had been as much affefted by terror, as admi- 
ration. Pomurrey^ with his two wives and filter, came to breakfafl: the 
next morning, and exprefled great fatisfaftion and many thanks for the Sunday 8. 
plcafure which the lall evening had afforded them. The young king, 
with his brother and fifter, honored the encampment alfe with their pre- 
lence. Underftanding that our royal party were about to leave us for 
feme days, prefents were made them on the occafion; with which, 
liighly delighted with their excurfion, and their reception by us, they 
departed. 

The chronometers and other inftruments had now been landed nearly 
a week ; but, owing to the very unfettled ftate of the weather, until this 
day, <i^e had not been able to get correfponding altitudes. The like ca.ule 
had operated alfe in retarding the general tranla6lions at the encamp- 
ment ; where whillt I was bufily employed at the obfervatory^ Poatedou 
arrived ; having fent before him a magnificent prefent of hogs, vegetables, 
cloth, mats, &c. I had been very intimate with this chief on my laft 
vifit to this country ; we perfetUy recolleftcd each other; and the lin- 
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januirjr ccrity of my ff iend, and hi 3 - wife alTo, did sot fpare me the mortification 
of being informed a fecond ume, that 1 was grown exceedingly old» 
He much regretted, that he had not arrived in time to partake of 
the entertainments of the preceding day and evening ; as he had never 
been fo fortunate as to. be prefent at fuch an exhibition. This in- 
duced, me to promife, that, on the return of Pomurr^ from Morea, a 
fimilar difplay Ihould take place. 

PQatat$Ut who was now called lUdUa, with his wife and filler, accom- 
panied me on board. Amongft the valuables *with which 1 prefented 
my old acquaintance and, friend, was an axe, of which his filler became 
lb enamoured, claiming to herlelf a part of the prefent 1 had received, 
that was under the neceffity of ufing forae force to prevent her 

wrenching it out of his hand ^ but, on my making a fm^l addition to 
the articles Ihe had received, the lady became reccmciled. 

Our bufinefs in the feveral departments was now in great forwardnefs ; 
yet we were likely to experience an incpnveniencc in procuring lire 
wood, as we had few trees in our neighbourhood but fuch as bore fruit. 

Monday 9. Qn mentioning; this circumftai^e to Vrripiah, he undertook, with Why* 
toqOt PoenQt and Mtierrte an inferior chief, to fupply more than the 
Ihips would contain, provided they were furnilhed with two axes each, as, 
on fuch an occafion, they could not afford to wear out their own ; which, 
on my part, was readily acceded to. 

The fea had broken fo -much into the river as to render it bfack- 
ilh and unfit for ufe near our encampment; this obliged us to have our 
calks filled ncjar a mile off, oppofite Urripiah’s habitation ; who ordered 
them to be emptied, and filled, for the purpofe of feafoning, as often as 
we defired ; and giving them in charge to his trully domellics, they re- 
mained in his cullody feveral days in the moll perfeft fafety. This 
condufl was not fingular ; for it is but jullice to acknowledge, that every 
one of the. inhabitants behaved with an uniform propriety^ as Aeferving 
of our thanks as of our commendations. In eve^ tranfaftion, they 
were emulous to afferd us aflillance to the utmoll of their power; and 
feemed amply and (atisfaflorily revrarded for their exertions in our 
fervice, by the humble return of a few beads, or fmall naib. 


The 
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The departure of P<murr^% family was daily put off, Mahow being . 
very defirous that we fliould convey him home in one of our boats ; but 
as thefe, as well as our men, were too much employed to be fpared for 
this purpofe, we were daily honored at our meals with moft of this good 
company ; and it muft be acknowledged, that their deportment at table 
was now fo much improved, that tlM( major part conduced themfelves 
with great confiftency. Excepting the daughter Opoone, who reigned 
over Bolabola, and its two neighbouring ifles, we had now the prefence of 
all the fovereigns of this group of iflands. Opoone had formerly con- 
quered and annexed the iflands of Ulietea and Otaha to the govern- 
ment of Balabola ; but, on his death, the fovereignty of thefe iflands 
had, in right of natural, or original fucceflion, fallen to a chief whofe 
name was Mawree. He was a Ihrewd (et^ble fellow, affefted to be well 
acquainted with the Englilh language, and certainly had acquired fome 
words which he pronounced fo as to *be underftood. He was a brother 
of Pomurreys mother, was on a vifit' to the royal family here, and was 
by them treated with much refpeft jind attention. 

Hitherto, I liad received a few trifling prefents of provifions only 
from Pomurr^, who had lately exprefied fome regret that he had not 
made me a return for the many ufeful matters I had beftowed upon 
him, and had fixed this day to make an acknowledgment. 

Towards noon Pomurrty camq to the marquee, attended by a confl- 
derable train. He was preceded by three men, each bearing a ^am, or 
mourning dreis, efteemed the moft valuable prefent the countiy can 
afford. Many, of the reft were laden with cloth, fowls, and vegetables ; 
thefe with fome very large hogs which brought up the rear, made 
altogether a very, fuperb and grateful compenfation. Pomurrey and 
his wives dined with us ; after which they took leave of the. cn- 
campmqpt to embark for Oparre, there to join Mahow, who had 
departed early in the morning for Morea ; for which, ifland the whole 
of the royal party were to fail the next day; there they propo- 
fed to land Makow, and, in the courfe of four or five days* return; 
having given them to underftand we fliould, about that time, be on 
the eve of our departure. They were falutcd from our ftatipn on 

VoL. 1. , Q fliorc. 



A VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY 


ii4 

*79** fliore, on their way on board the Difcovery, where a canoe was wait- 

lAtiiisrv# ^ ^ 

ing to receive them ; and in which were two large hogs, that Pomurrey 
liad defired might be lent me from Oparre. Confidering myfelf, ort 
this occafion, his debtor, I endeavoured to difcover what would be 
moll acceptable in return. He had promifed to folicit a file for a man 
in his canoe, and he could not be prevailed upon to accept any other 
article. After a Ihort ftay on board, they bid us farewel, and were 
faluted with eight guns from the velTels. Moft of the chiefs left us, in 
order to procure fuch articles as they confidered might be acceptable to 
us previoully to our departure. 

Mr. Broughton, Mr. Menzies, and feveral officers of the Difcovery 
Friday 13. and Chathani, made an excurfion on the* 13 th to the weftward, towards 
Oparre, and the country in its vicinity ; which, together .with the ab- 
lence of the chiefs and their attendants, fo much reduced our Ibcicty, 
that the encampment had the appearance of being almoft deferted. 
Saturday 14. At day break the next morning I received a meffage from Pomurrey, 
acquainting me with the death of McJuno; in coniequence of which their 
voyage to Morea was at an end. Little concern could poffibly be felt 
on this occafion. MaAozo’s relief from the wretched condition in which 
he exifted, was direfted by humanity to be efteemed a moft happy 
event; particularly when the very lingular treatment is confidered, 
which this poor being endured whilft \n our neighbourhood. Almoft 
every evening, and fometimes twice in the night, he was brought in the 
litter from the royal habitation near the point, and placed in fome 
one of our tents for a Ihort time, and then carried back again. In 
the day-time he was either vifiting the encampmenr, or, in the heat of 
the fun, or in the midft of rain was rowed round the Ihips, and infilled 
one evening on lleeping on board the Chatham. He was very fond of 
tea, and extremely defirous that whatever nourilhment he took, Ihould 
be dreffed in the Englilh falhion. The conduft obferved towards this 
dying man, feemed calculated, if not intended, to haften his diftblution. 
This however, was not to be reconciled with the general deportment of 
the, whole royal party, and efpecially with that of Pomurrey, who ap- 
peared to regard him with great tendernefs and affeftion. I was parti- 
cularly 
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cularly inquifitive why he was fo harralTed about ; and they all agreed 
it was in confequence of his own defire, which, fo far as could be 
learned, leemed dilated by fuperftitious notions. 

I deiired the meflenger to inform Pomtrrty, that 1 would attend the 
funeral folemnities of the deceafed the next day. On funday morning Sunday 15. 
he again returned with a requeft from Fomurrey, that I would not 
vifit Oparre until tuefday, when the religious interdiflion under which 
that diftri 61 had been laid would be at an end, no communication at 
prefent being permitted*between the inhabitants of Oparre and thofe of 
the other parts of the ifland. This was made generally known by the 
difplay of flags in the feveral path-ways ; not a canoe was fuffered to 
move along the fhores ; nor w^ a fire allowed to be made^ which pro- 
duced a degree of folemnity, that was very expreffive of die concern 
felt for the deaim of this chief, and of his confequence and refpe^abi- 
lity. Numerous fires had been obferved the preceding day all over the 
dillri6l of Oparre. Thefe, we were given to underfland, were ceremonies 
of a religious nature confequent on the demife of Mahow ; and it is rea- 
fonable to fuppofe that the mourners took advantage of this ordinance 
to cook fufficient provifions for the time of the interdifiion. 

Our provifions having been fupplied in the greateft abundance, per- 
niiflion was now granted for the purchafe of curiofities, agreeably to 
my promife contained in the reftriSive orders of the 25th of december 
laft! And as nothing worthy oY attention had occurred in our neigh- 
bourhood during the abfence of Mr. Broughton and his party, I fhall 
infert fuch obfervations made during their excurfion, as were commu- 
nicated to me on their return. 

Our gentlemen embarked in a canoe belonging to Motor ee, the fove- 
reign of Ulictea, who together with Whytooa and his wife, accompanied 
I hern towards Oparre. On their way they landed for die purpofe of 
Iceing the morai of Tapootapootatea, Motoree, who attended them, on 
approaching the facred fpot, defired the party would flop until he 
fiiould addrefs the Eaetooa, For this purpofe he feated himfelf on the 
ground, and began praying before a vratta, ornamented with a piece 
of wood indifferently carved, on which was placed, for the present 
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occafion, a bundle of cloth and fome red feathers. During this «ga- 
culation, which took up a confiderable time, the names of die party 
were twice mentioned. He likewife repeated the names of the feveral 
commanders who Tiad vifited the ifland ; together with thofe of “ Kerne 
Gorge” (that Ls, King George) and “ Britarne” which were frequentl5^ 
exprelfed. When thcfe introductory ceremonies were finilhed, Moxoree 
attended them to every part of the moral, and explained every particu- 
lar. He appeared to be well verfed in all the ceremonials and rites 
appertaining to their religion, which made {he party greatly lament 
thOT want of a competent knowledge of the language, as tliey were 
unable to comprehend his mining, except in a few common inllances. 
Having left the moral, and proceeded veftward about a mile, they ar- 
rived at a houle iurrounded by a plantation of ava j|>elongmg to l/m- 
piah, who was then at dinner with a numerous compalp of our Matavai 
friends ? and whrlft our gentlemen were taking fome refrefhment, a 
meflenger arrived from Whytooat whofe guefts they were to be, and 
who had gone before them from the morai, requcfting their attendance 
at his habitation, which they found lituated on the verge of the fea 
fliore. In the front of it was an ava plantation, interfperled with fugar 
cane, and bananas ; near the houfe was a fmall Ihrubbery, of native or- 
namental plants. The whole furrounded by a well conltruCied fence of 
bamboo, neatly interfered with clean paths^ that led in different direc- 
tions, produced an efleCl that was extremely plcafing, and redounded 
much to the credit and ingenuity of the proprietor. Whytood had taken 
very effeClual means to provide for their entertainment ; ^for a large hog 
had been committed to the oven, and was nearly ready for tlie table, 
with an abundance of other refrelhmcnts. The manlion was large and 
airy. By lines ftretched acrols, they had quiet polfeflion of one half of 
the building; and this partition prevented the idle curiofity of the af- 
fembled natives from internipting the comfort of their repaft. In the 
afternoon they were vifited by Urripiah and fome of his attendants. 
He obferved, that, in the abfence of the royal brothers, and other princi- 
pal chiefs, it was not improbable that fome of the natives might take ad- 
vantage of this circumftance, and difeontinue their prefent orderly be- 
haviour 
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haviotn* in the neighbourhood the^ yellels and the encampment. 
He therefore requeiled Mr. Broughton would, in his name, write to me, 
recommending, the five following chiefs to be admitted into our Ibciety 
on board and on fhore; whofe prefence would be the means of efiPec- 
tually leftraining the populace. Their names were Poem, Matiapo, and 
Moerree, of Matavai ; and Tatoah, and Arreheah of Hapino ; in tlu^ 
protcftion and good offices of whcHri we might ^ace the fulleft confi> 
dence. Maiiapo being prefent, he was charged by Mr. Broughton with 
this embaify. From our'earlieft acquaintance with this royal and wor- 
thy chief, his mind had appeared to be wholly engroHed in devibng the 
means for our comfort, and for preferving a friendly and good under- 
Itanding between us and his countrymen ; and even here, though re- 
tired to his cpttage, he was found equally zealous in the fame laudable 
purfuit. They were alfo complimented by the young king Otoo with a 
vifit. His approach was announced ‘by the ufual ceremony of all the 
natives prelent uncovering their fhoulders ; and as he could not with 
propriety enter Whylooa's fence, they paid him their rtfpcfls on the 
beach ; whence, after receiving fome trinkets, he hallened with his royal 
filler, each carried as before, to meet P&murrey, who was about to land 
at the morai. Towards the evening, a feene was prefented that gave a 
very different turn to the feelings of the party. On paying their re- 
fpefts to the royal family who had landed near them, the forrow and 
dejeflion wdiich appeared in the countenance of Pomurrey, induced an 
inquiry into the caufe of his melancholy ; he replied in a low tone of 
voice, that “ Mcitooara Mahozo was dead.” IJrripiah on hearing the 
news burll into a flood of tears ; and a forrowful gloomy fadnefs foon 
overfpread the whole all'embly. On advancing a little further, they 
obferved the queen-mother and Her re tern, tears near the canoe from 
which they had landed, learching a bundle containing fome lliarks 
teeth, with which the women of this country torture themfelves, to 
manifell their grief oh fuch occalions. After each had made choice of 
an inllrument for this purpofe, they retired in filenf affliflion to a 
neighbouring plantation. 

The next morning, they were again honored by a vifit from Otoo and 
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feveral of the chieis, in their \ra.y to the morai. Soon after, a canoe co- 
vered with an awning was feen coming from the weftward, paddling in a 
flow and folemn manner towards the morai in which was the corpfe of 
the deceafed chief. On their exprefling great anxiety to fee Pomurr^ 
for the purpofe of obtaining permiflion to attend the burial ceremony, 
they were informed that he was gone to the morai, but would have no ob* 
jcftion to their being prefent. They proceeded ; and, near the rivulet 
that flows by Urripiah\ houfe, the)*^ faw the queen-mother. Fur re te, and 
the widow of the deceafed Mahow, lining all in tears ; and in the paroxyfms 
of. their affli6lion, wounding their heads with the fliark’s teeth they, had 
prepared the prec^ng evening. The widow had a fmall fpot ihaved 
on the crown of her head, which was abloody, and bore other evident 
marks of having frequently undergoni^ the cruel effeft pf her defpair. 
Being apprchenlive that the prefence of flrangers might be unwelcome, 
they took leave, and repaired to tfie morai, where the prielis had already 
begun their funeral folemnities. Pomurr^, Urripiah, and others filent- 
ly alTenting, they moved quietly through the aflembly, and were feated 
with as little interruption to the duties, as on entering a church in Eng- 
land after the Icrvice is commenced. Five priefts were feated before 
Pomurrey, chanting a prayer, with their faces towards Otoo, who fat on 
a man’s lap. About ten yards from him was held a bundle of cloth, 
which contained emblematically the Eatooa; a general name for their 
deities. The body of Mahow, wrapped in Englifli red cloth, was depo- 
lited under an awning in a canoe, whofe bow was drawn up a little way 
on the beach near the morai, and was attended by one ptan only at her 
ftern up to his middle in water, to prevent her driving from the fpot. The 
priefts continued chanting their prayers, frequently exalting their voices, 
until they ended in a very Ihrlll tone. He who, on this occalion, per- 
formed the office of chief prieft, was difeovered to be our friend Mow<- 
ree, whole prayer was equally fervent, and continued nearly half an hour 
longer than the reft ; during which he was occalionally joined by ano- 
ther prieft in a very Ihrill tone , of voice. This prayer of Mozaree's 
feemed, at intervals, like an expoftulation with the Divinity, by ad- 
verting to the diflerent produ6lions of the ifland remaining, and ftill 
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flourifliing in the greatell plenty, and yet Matooara Mahow was fuSered *79>* 
to die. J« »^. 

The addrefs being ended they all rofe up, and proceeded weftward along 
the fliore, followed by the canoe in which was the corpfe, to the mouth of 
the rivulet, where the three royal ladies Hill continued to indulge their ex- 
ceffive grief ; and who, on perceiving the canoe, burft forth into a loud 
yell of lamentation, which was accompanied by an accelerated application 
of the fliark’s teeth, until the blood very freely following, mingled with 
their tears. The canoe entered the brook, and proceeded towards another 
morai at the foot of the mountains, where the ceremonies to be perform- 
ed on the body of the deceafed required fuch fecrecy, hat, on no account, 
could our gentlemen be permitted to attend, although it was moft ear- 
neftly requefted. As fome alleviation to this difappointment, Pomumy 
promifed they fliould fee the manner in which the remains would be de- 
polited the next day, and earnellly intreated they would delill from fol- 
lowing the proceflion any further on the prefcnt occafion. As it was 
generally fufpefted that the body was now to undergo the procefs of 
embalming, the party much lamented Pomurrty's interdiftion, as it de- 
prived them of the only opportunity that poHibly might ever occur of 
becoming acquainted with the nature of this operation; whence might 
be derived not only curious, but ufeful anatomical information. This 
prompted Mr. Menzies to renew his folicitations* to Pomurrey to be ad- 
mitted alone ; but as thefe were attended with no better fuccefs, they 
determined to abandon thefe melancholy folemnities, and extend their cx- 
curfion a few mjles weftward to Pomurrty’s refidence ; which they found 
pleafantly fituated near the fliore, conftfting of two large houfes lately 
ereftcd. Here they were entertained with a heava performed by a num- 
ber of very young girls, in the wanton manner of the country. At a 
particulaif part of the dance, a fellow ftept in amongft the performers, 
and in a very obfcene though ludicrous manner entertained the native 
audience ; but, on our gentlemen exprclfing their abhorrence of fuch 
indecorous behaviour, the girls, in finifhing their parts, did not expole 
their perfons bel9w the waift. After diftributing fome prefents to the 
young aftrefles, they retired; and direfting their route back, through 
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the plantations, foon arrived at the houfe of a chief, where W!^£om 
/ having provided an excellent repaft they were fumptuoufly regaled. 

In the evening, as they returned to our friend’s houfe, they, obferved 
many fires were burning at Oparre, as if a grand entertainment was pre- 
paring ; they however fared as ufual ; and after fupper, on requefting 
their worthy hoft would join in a glafs of grog, to the health of friends 
in Britame, he, tliough extremely fond of the liquor, very politely de- 
clined the invitation ; faying, there was but little for themfclvra, and he 
would therefore drink “ Britame" in a bowl of Otaheitean ava, which 
was immediately prepared. 

Refore break of day, Mowree acquainifed them, that, as religious re- 
ftri 61 :ions were laid on all the canoes in that part of the ifiand, his could 
not be launched ; he was informed this would not be any jnconvenience, 
as it was the intention of the party to return by land ; and requefted, that 
Wiytooa would prepare them an early breakfall. This, Whytooa hoped, 
they would excufe, as fires were interdifted, and cooking could not be 
fuffered at his houfe ; but that he would endeavour to provide them with 
fome refrefliment on their journey, when out of the dillri^l of Oparre. 
Accompanied by their worthy hoft and hoftefs, they now fet forth on 
their return, highly impreffed with the attentive kindnefs and hofpitality 
they had received. 

On reaching the rivulet, they re(](uefted to be ftiewn the morai to 
which the remains of Mahoxo had been carried the preceding day. * The 
road was pointed out, but having advanced a little way a meflage was 
delivered, requefting they would return. On explainipg the promifc 
made by Pomurr^, much hefitation enfued ; after yrhich Whytooa. direft- 
ed one of the natives only to accompany them, giving him at the 
fame time very particular injunftions. Mr. Broughton and Mr. 
Menzies followed this man, who appeared exceedingly cautious and ap- 
prehenfive of every ftep he took. They had not proceeded far when a 
general folitary gloom prevailed ; all the houfes were deferted, and not 
a living creature, excepting two or three dogs, were to be feen until 
they arrived near the morai ; where, in a fmall houfe, three men were 
obferved, who, moft probably, were the centincls of the facred place. 

Thcfe 
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Thefe queftioned the guide in a very particular manner, and then acquaint- 
ed him, that the body of Mahoro had been removed to the morai, where 
it had flopped the day before ; and that Pomurr^ was tliere alfo. They 
now took a curfory view of the holy fpot, which afforded little worthy 
of notice. It was terminated by high perpendicular rocks, whence 
iffued feveral flreams of water, whofe continued murmurs, aflifled by the 
wild and gloomy fituation of the morai, gave an awful folemnity to the 
place, and fitted it to the mournful, facred purpofe, for which it is de- 
figned. On the return 6f thefe two gentlemen to join the reft of the 
party, they paffed the refidence of the young king Otoo. It confifted 
of a middling-fized houfe, inclofed by a railing of wood, fituated on the 
confines of the diftrids of Matav^ii and Oparre ; beyond which the reli- 
gious interdi6lipns did not f^m to extend any great diftance, as they 
foon afterwards partook of an excellent breakfaft that Whytooa had taken 
care to provide. They then returned to the encampment, extremely 
well pleafed with their excurfion, on which they had been conftantly at- 
tended by feveral of tlie natives, who were always ftruggling to be fore- 
moft in afts of friendly attention ; fuch as carrying the party over the 
rivulets ; taking charge of their fuperfluous apparel, and other bundles ; 
which, although compriled of many articles highly valuable to them, - 
yet, in juftice to their honefty, it rauft be recorded that the moll trivial 
article was not mifted. 

I lhall take leave of this excurfidn by adding a few ideas which, though 
principally founded on conje6lure, may not be unimportant, as they re- 
fpe£l thefe peculiar religious ceremonies. The opinion that the opera- 
tion of embalming commenced at the morai near the mountains was 
moll probably correft. One of the principal parts of this ceremony, 

I have been given to underftand, is always performed in great fceif ry, 
and with much religious fuperftition ; this is the difembowclling of the 
body. The bowels are, by thefe people, confidercd as the immediate 
organs of fenfation, where the firft impreffions arc received, and by 
which all the operations of the mind are carried on : it is therefore 
natural to conclude, that they may efleem, and vene’^ate the inteflines, 
as bearing the greateft affinity to the immortal part. I have frequently 
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Jidd converfations on this fubjeft, with a view to convince them, that 

all intellefiual operations were carried on in the head; at which they 
would generally fraile, and intimate, that they had frequently leen men 
recover whofe fkulls had been fraftured, and whole heads had other- 
ways been much injured ; but that, in all cafes in which tlie intellines 
had been wounded, the perfons on a certainty died. Other arguments 
they would alfo advance in favor of their belief; fuch as the efteft of 
fear, and other paffions, which caufed great agitation and uneafmefs, 
and would fometimes produce (icknefs at the (loroach, which they attri- 
buted intirely to the aflion of the bowels. If therefore this reafoning be 
admitted, it would appear probable that the intellines of Mahow were 
depofited at the morai under the mountains ; and as it is natural to 
imagine they would confider the foul moll attached to tliofe mortal parts 
which bore to it the greatell affinity, fo wherever thofe parts were depo- 
lited, there they may probably ftippofe the foul occalionally reforts. 
And hence it may be inferred, that it is in the places made facred by 
tlie depolit of thefe relics, that the ceremony of chief mourner, ha- 
bited in the parie, is performed ; whofe bufinefs it is to keep off the in- 
quilitive, and to maintain as far as polTible a profound filence over a 
certain fpace in which he parades, having a kind of mace, armed with 
lhark’s teeth, borne before him by a man almoll naked, whofe duty .is 
to affail any one with this formidable weapon, who may have the teme- 
rity to venture within his reach. This* may account for, Whytooa*s difm- 
clination to permit our gentlemen to vifit the morai ; the apparently dc- 
ferted houfes ; and the apprehenlions of the guide, who llarted at the 
leall interruption of the profound and folemn filencc which prevailed 
in tliat neighbourhood. 


CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER VII. 

Two natives punijhed for thrft — Obfeqides of Mahow — Several articles 
Jlolen — Meqfures for thnr recovery — Towereroo the' Sandwich i/lander 
abfconds — Brought bach by Pomurr^ — Sail from Matavai bay — Charac- 
ter of Pomurrey — His wives — Changes in the government of Otahdte — 
AJlronxmical and nautical obfervations. 


On the morning of the 17 th, we were vifited by the young king, his 
uncles, and feveral other chiefs from Oparre. Two men had been de- 
tefted in ftealing a hat from on board the Difcovery ; and, as feveral 
other petty thefts had been committed at the encampment, I defired the 
delinquents to be fent on fhore, that they might be punilhed in the 
prefence of their chiefs, and countrymen ; which was done by (having 
their heads, and bellowing on each a flight manual correftion. 

A meflage was received from Pomurrey, requefting* my attendance at 
Oparre, to ** tiehahf that is, to* mourn for the death of Mahow. It' 
was underftood to be much wifticd, that we fhould be provided to fire 
fomc vollies ; ^and that 1 Ihould prefent, on this occafion, a piece of 
red cloth as an offering to the decealed. I ■was informed alfo that rnofl. of 
the neighbouring chiefs were to pay their lall tribute of refpe6l to the 
remains of Mahow, and that the ceremony would confequenily be attended 
with many formalities ; but on our arrival at Oparre there did not ap- 
pear the leaft foundation for any fuch report. Mr. Broughton and 
Mr. Whidbey accompanied me. On our landing, we were condutled to 
a temporary habitation of Pomurrey, where we found him, his wives, 
■and fillers, in readinefs to receive us. Some little concern was certainly 
apparent for the lofs of their friend and relation ; though very unequal to 
the afflidion I expected to have witnelTed, from tlie great care, and ten- 
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jMmry regard, manifeAed to Mahoto by the whole party when alive. The 
u.— V — ; grief of thefe good people is of two defcriptions, natural and artificial ; 
it is cxcellive on the firft irapulfe, but foon moderates and wears away. 

The corpfe was laid on the tapapaoo, which leemed to have been 
erefted for the exprefs purpofe about a quarter of a mile to the eaft- 
ward of the grand morai ; (or as it is called, “ tapootapootatea”) and 
appeared to be then undergoing the latter part of the embalming pro- 
cefs, in the fame manner as defcribed by Captain Cook in the inAance 
of Tee. The body was expofed to the fun ; and, on our approach, the 
covering was taken offj which exhibited the corpfe in a very advanced 
Aate of putrefaftion. The Ikin fhone very bright with the cocoa-nut 
oil, with which it had been anointed, ,and which, we under Aood, was 
highly impregnated with “ aehtgh," or fweet-fcented wood. One of the 
arms and a leg being moved, the joints appeared perfeftly flexible. 
The extremely oflfenfive exhalations that were emitted, rendered it na- 
tural to conclude, that the whole mals would foon be completely de- 
compofed ; but, if credit may be given to their aAertions, which were 
indubitably conflrmed by the remains of Tee, and to which I could 
myfelf bear teflimony, this will not be the cafe. Fomurny informed 
us, the corpfe was to remain a month in this place ; then a month was 
to be employed in its vifiting fome of the weAern diArifls ; after which 
it was to be removed to Tiaraboo for another month ; whence it was to 
be carried to Morea, and there Anally *depofited vdth his forefathers in 
the morai of the family. In the courfe of a few months after its arrival 
there, it would gradually begin to moulder away, but by^fuch very flow 
degrees, that feveral months would elaple, before^ the body would be 
entirely confumed. 

This method of embalming, or rather preferving human bodies, is 
certainly an objeft of great curioAty ; particularly, when it is conAdcr- 
ed that it is performed under the influence of a vertical fun ; fome- 
times in the rainy feafon ; and that the operators are totally ignorant 
of the properties of fpices, Ailts, &c. Sect as antiibeptics. Wliether 
their preparations be Ample or compounded, or what may be the pe- 
culiarities obferved in the procefs, remains, I believe, intirely unknow; ;o 
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Europeans; and it is much to be regretted, that their religious inter- 
di6lions precluded our attending the whole of thefe ftiyflerious obfequies, » 
as many vcifels may vifit this country without meeting fo favorable an 
opportunity, with perfons on board qualified and inclined to dire6i fuch 
inquiries to effe£l. 

The boat’s crew were ranged before the paling that encompalfed the 
tapapaoo ; the piece of red cloth was given to the widow, who fpread it 
over the dead body ; fome vollies were then fired, ami I was direfted 
to pronounce " Tirra no* oea Mahno” that is. For you Mahoxo. On 
fome rain falling, the body was taken under cover, and carefully wrap- 
ped up. We had but a few yards to retire to Pomurrty's habitation, 
where himfelf and family had tajeen up a temporary abode for this oc- 
cafion ; but the exceedingly offenfive fmell of the corpfe obliged us to 
proceed to an excellent new houfe of Whytooa’s, a little to the weftward 
of Pomurr^'s former habitation, which had been deftroyed during the 
late wars, and had not been rebuilt ; nor did it appear that he had any 
otlier houfe at prefent in this part of the diftrift. Here we dined, and 
returned to Matavai with two large hogs, prefented on this mournful 
occafion by the widow of Mahoxo. 

Our friends with their axes made fo little progrels, that, on wednefday w«dnef. i8. 
morning, I requefted Urripiah would point out fuch trees as we might 
cut down ourfelves. This, with W%iooa’s afliftance, he fhortly did; and 
we procured of the apple, and brdad-fruit, fufficient numbers to fupply 
our wants. Parties for this fervice were fent on ftiore, and the axes lent 
to the chiefs for this exprefs purpofe, were direfted to be forthwith re- 
turned ; with which Urripiah^ WhytooUt and Poeno, immediately complied. 

The mourning for Mahoxo being now at an end, the royal females 
paid us a vifit, and returned after dinner to Oparre. Pomurrey, his 
father, wives, brothers and fifters, witli our feveral friends, were again 
about us the next morning, perfeftly cheerful and in high fpirits. As Thurfdaya<), 
funday was now determined upon for our departure, the preceding eve- 
ning was fixed for a further difplay of fire-works, in which all our 
friends feemed to anticipate much pleafure. Ponmrr^ returned in the 
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evening to Oparre, for the purpofe of procuring us fuch fupplies as he 
thought would be acceptable previoufly to our failing. 

A great number of prefents were received on board on friday morn- 
ing, confining of hogs, fowls, goats*, roots and vegetables, from our le- 
veral friends ; who had unifonnly conduced themfclves with the greateft 
propriety, and who all appeared to regret that the period of our de- 
parture was now fo near at hand. In the midft of this happy inter- 
courfe and defirable harmony, a circumftance unfortunately occurred, 
which occafioned much concern. A bag, coritaining a large quantity of 
linen belonging to Mr. Broughton, had b(«n artfully taken out of the 
marquee. Moerree, who had offered to be a cutter of wood, had 
neither fent any down fince the firft or^fecond day, nor had he returned 
the axes with which he had been furniflied. This led me to fiifpeft 
he intended fomething unfair ; of which, as well as of tlie theft, I ac- 
quainted ViTipiah, who immediately replied he would go in quell both 
of the axes and the linen. He feemed, by no means, to be ignorant of 
the theft, and requefted I would apply to ^^^ytooa, who, having in a more 
particular manner attached himlelf to Mr. Broughton, was the moll 
proper perfon to exert himfelf on this occafion ; efpecially as he had 
realbn to believe the linen had been taken to a part of the country 
where \^^ytooa's influence was very confiderable. Several Hurts alfo had 
been, the preceding evening, reported milling from the people’s tents; 
but as circumllunccs induced me to ‘oelieve the inhabitants were* little 
concerned in their removal, no means were purfued for their recovery. 
Mr. Broughton’s linen was, however, too ferious a lofs, and was a rob- 
bery too audacious to be palled over in filence ; particularly, as it be- 
came evident the chiefs knew of the linen having been llolen, before 
we difeovered the theft ; which was llrongly fufpefled to have been pro- 
je6led by theinlelves. 

Urripiah had prepared a luava, dole to the lines of the encamp- 
ment, for our amuletnent; but, to Ihcw my difa pprobation, I deemed it 
expedient to forbid the performance, and told UrripiaA, that, whilll his 
people condu6led themfelves fo treacheroully, the lefs connexion there 
fublilled between us the more agreeable it would be ; and that, unlefs the 
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articles purloined were immediately returned, I>^ould be under the *79»‘ 
difagrceable necefllty, though greatly againft my inclination, of enforc- 
ing the rcftoraiion of them by the adoption of very ferious meafures. 

On this he immediately departed; and about noon returned with one of 
the axes, and faid that he had difpatched people in fcarch of the linen* 
which he hoped would foon be found ; but that Moerree would not give 
up the other axe, alledging as an excufe for with-holding it, that he liad 
left an adz with me to be altered, which when done and fent to him, 
he would fend back the other axe ; but this was a kind of bargaining with 
which I did not think proper to comply. The queen-mother, who 
was our gueft, informed me that Pomurrty would be at the tents the 
next morning, and for that reafon I deferred any further proceedings 
until his arrival. 

A favorable opportunity occurred in the evening to fend on board the 
obfervatory, chronometers, inllruments, together with a large quantity of 
lumber from the encampment ; and apprehending that the natives might 
attempt to commit other depredations on our moveable property, addi- 
tional centinels were polled ; and, as a fummary and immediate punifli- 
ment when caught in the fa6l, feemed moll likely to prevent in future 
a repetition of crime, orders were iffued to Ihoot any perfon who might . 
be found in the aft of Healing ; bull on no pretence, to fire without the 
prefence of an officer, who had tljc flrifteft injunftions to be extremely 
circumfpe6l. 

On going on board the next morning, I had the additional mortifica- Satuiday 21 • 
tion to underllaud that a much more material circumftance than the lofs 
of the linen had occurred to interrupt the harmony which had fo long 
fubfiflcd. 

Towereroo the Sandwich iflandcr had, in the courfe of the preceding 
night, found means to elope from the fhip. Of this his intention, we 
had not for fotne time been free of fufpicion; but I did not like to im- 
pofe abfolute confinement upon him without fome proof. He had 
formed an attachment with the daughter of Poeno, the chief of Mata- 
vai, on whom, by examination, we now found he had lavifhly bellowed 
nearly all he had pofTeffed. This was of no fmall value, for, indepen- 
dent 
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dent of his abundant^oucfit in England, many prefents had been made 
him ; to which his want of principle had added, by making too free with 
fome valuable articles belonging to the gunner, with whom he had 
mefled previoufly to his departure. Toxoereroo was a boy of weak intel- 
le£l, of a fullen difpofition, and exceflively obftinate ; and though his 
condition was fo very fubordinate at the Sandwich idands, that there was 
little probability of his fervices being important to us or to our coun- 
trymen hereafter ; yet his example was a matter of fuch confequence, as 
to render it highly expedient that his return Ihould be infilled upon ; left 
the crew might fuppofe I had not fufficient influence with the chiefs to 
procure it, and fome of them be tempted to abfeond from the vcflels. 
On my return on Ihore Pomurr^ and his wives were at the encamp- 
ment, and feeracd not at all ignorant of what had happened, therefore 
little explanation was neceflary. A fervant of Moerree being lent for 
by Pomurrey, delivered the fame melTage Urripiah had brought re- 
fpe6ling the wood axe, and with which Pomurrty requefted I would 
comply. I fhewed him the adz, but infilled on the relloration of the 
axe before it ftiould be returned. A lliort conference now took place, 
on which he faid he would himlelf go for the wood axe, and gave di- 
re£lions that proper perfons Ihould be lent in quell of Tovfcreroo, who, 
he moll Iblemnly promifed Ihould be given up; and added, that he 
would immediately take meafures for the recover)^ of the linen, but re- 
queuing, as Urripiah had before done, that I would refort to Whytooa for 
this efpecial purpole, as it lay in his particular department. About 
noon Pomurrey returned with the wood axe, and the adz .was accordingly 
rellored to its owner. , 

In the prefence of Taxm his father, his two brothers, Poaiatou, and 
fcveral other chiefs ; Pomurr^ inquired if, agreeably to my promile, I 
intended a difplay of fire- works tliat evening ; to which I replied in the 
negative, and explained, tliat when that promife was made there was no 
rcafon to fufpe£l the treatment we had lince experienced, from thole whofe 
duty it was to . have oblerved a very different condudl with rcfpefl to the 
theft of the linen, and the elopement of Towered oo ; in both of which 
unpardonable tranfaflions many of the principal chiefs were materially 
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concerned. Pomurr^ inftantly replied, that Thtaiereroo fhould the next 
day be.brought back, either to the tents or to tlie^ Difcovery ; and, on 
interrogating him refpefting the linen, a yery warm argument took place 
between the three brothers, in which Pomurrey in particular accufed 
W^tooa of a want of exertion and friendfliip on the occafion. In the 
courle of this debate, the name of Arreheah was frequently mentioned ; 
and, fo far as 1 could underftand, Pomurrey feemed convinced that he 
was very principally concerned. This man was an inferior chief in 
Hapino, one of the diKrifts belonging to V^^ytooa, who, as well as 
Urripiah, had recommended him to our notice ; in confcquencc of 
which, he had lately been a conftant attendant on the encampment : a 
man, who had alfo been recommended by fome of the chiefs to afTill in 
cooking, had ^been obferved with Arreheah to have flept near the mar- 
quee on the night the robbery was committed. On this circumftance 
being made known to Pomurr^, he replied, that one, if not both, were 
certainly guilty. The dinner being now ferved, ended the debate ; after 
which the three brothers fallied out in quell of the llolen linen, and foon 
returned with the fervant who had abfeonded. On his being examined 
he accul’ed Arreheah as the thief; but being confeious of the robbery, he 
had fled, left he Ihould be fufpefted and punifhed. This man’s evidence 
although tending to acquit himfelf as the principal, clearly proved him 
an accomplice; and, not being without my fufpicions that he was in 
reality the thief, I ordered a haltfer to be put about his neck in terrorem, 
and fent on board the fliip, there to be confined in irons ; with the aflu- 
rance, that if the linen was not reftored, he fhould certainly be hanged. 

A ftiort debate, nearly to the fame purport, again took place between 
the three brothers, in which Whytooa feenied much affefted by Pomurrefs 
rebuke. As the thief was now known, I embraced this occafion to in- 
form the royal party, that very confiderable prefents were j)ropored to 
be made to them and the feveral chiefs ; but not one finglc article would 
be prefented unlefs Tozoereroo and Mr. Broughton’s linen were forth- 
coming. On this they again departed, faying every thing fliould be 
reftored. 

The furf being tolerably fmooth in the afternoon, the large working 
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tent, with various articW were lent off ; leaving the marquee, the guard’'» 
tent, and cannon, oiily to be embarked. Whilft thus employed, the 
chiefs had all, imperceptibly, withdrawn themfelves ; towards fun-fet, 
moft of the canoes that had been on the banks of the river were ob- 
ferved to be moving off, and the houfes on the oppolite (ide, which had 
been fully inliabited, were intirely ftripped and deferted. We were foon 
given to underftand tliat the Erees and people were " matUmed," that 
is, alarmed, becaufe I was angry ; which intelligence a man named Boba 
was extremely urgent to communicate. He had, on the evening the 
linen was fiolen, come over the river under a flimfy pretence, with 
which at the time I was by no means fatisfied ; and hnce then he had 
not been feen. Sufpefting him to be an acceffary, I gave diredltons 
that he fliould be fecured ; and that the remaining canoe, which chanced 
to contain many of their moft valuable articles, fhould be detained ; 
that we might have fomething in our power in cafe the chiefs fhould 
have deferted us, which I began to apprehend, as a general mattoxo 
feemed to have taken place. Mr. Broughton, who had been with the 
natives on the otlier fide of tlie river, informed me that the principal 
caufe of the mattow, was the confinement of Boba ; and that they con- 
ceived, I had alfo confined the queen-mother. This good lady had 
been our conftant companion, even in the abfence of her hufband ; and 
was, on all occafions, very folicltous to imitate our manners. Having 
carried her politenefs rather too far, in taking a few glaffes moifc at 
dinner than was quite agreeable, fhe had been flccping in the marquee 
moft of the afternoon. On this information, I requefted fhe would 
inftantly repair to Pomurrty, who, with feveral chiefs, and a large con- 
courfe of the inhabitants, were affemblcd on the oppofite Ihore of the 
river. She complied, though greatly againft her inclination, faying flie 
well knew that I was the friend of her Pomurr^, and all the chiefs, 
and it was his and tlieir bufinefs to come to me. This converfati'un took 
place at the river fide, whilft Pomurr^ and the natives were accufing 
me of detaining his wife, who, with all imaginable fpirit contradifted 
the affertion. The crowd replied, fhe was inftrufted by me to fay fo ; 
affqrting that 1 well underftood their language. Matters thus fiiuated I 
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infilled flie fliould crofs the river, with whichS^ length (he complied, 
and was received on the oppofite fide with great diemonfirations of joy. 
On her afliiring Pomurrey that I was Hill his friend, and that I earneftly 
wiflied to confer with him on the unpleafant circumflances that had 
occurred, he attempted to come over the river, but was prevented by 
the crowd. On his affuring them his intentions were not to crofs, but 
to be fufficicntly near to underfiand me perfeflly, he was allowed to 
advance a few paces, when he again queftioned my pacific intentions, 
and whether I would confine him if he croffed the river. After re- 
ceiving the moll unequivocal alTurances of a continuance of my friend- 
Ihip, and his own perfonal liberty, he difengaged himfelf from thole 
who forcibly attempted to Hop him, and came over to us much againlt 
the general vqice and opinion of the multitude, who murmured excef- 
fively on the occafion ; but this Ihortly fubfiding, his wives foon fol- 
lowed his example. I acquainted Bomurr^ with the detention of the 
canoe, and the man I had confined. The inllant he faw it was Boba, 
he aflured me he w'as innocent, and requefted he might be relealed; 
and, as he had been arrefted on fufpicion only, I did not hefitate to 
comply with the requeft of Pomurrey, who had gratified me exceedingly 
by the confidence he had fo recently repofed in my integrity. 

Our royal guefts became perfeftly reconciled, fpent the evening with 
us, and llept in the marquee. Early on funday morning they departed. 
Poniurrty informed me, he was then going to Oparre in queft of Towe- 
reroo, who, it was reported, had fecreted himft'lf in the mountains of 
that dillrift ; that in the courlc of the day he would be taken, and that, 
with him, he would return to Matavai ; he further added, that Whytooa. 
was going in fearch of the linen, which would likewife be rellored. 

It was an excelfively mortifying refleflion, now that we were in every 
refpefl ready for lea, after having lived three weeks on terms of the 
llri£leTl*amity with thele good people, that juft on the eve of our de- 
parture, they Ihould fo conduft themlelves, as materially to incur our 
difaj)probation and cenfure, and prevent our bidding them farewell with 
that cordiality and good-will, to which they were fo highly intitled by 
their former good behaviour. » 
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Having nothing furtljf^r to tranfa^i on fhore, every thing was fent on 
board excepting the^marquee, at which, with a guard, Mr. Puget re- 
mained for the more cafy communication with the chiefs, (hould they 
be inclined to renew their vifits ; as no one perfon of any diftin6fion had 
appeared fince the departure of Pomurrey in the morning. Mr. 
Brou^ton having ftrolled over the river found Whytooa in foft dalliance 
with his wife at home, inftead of being in fearch of the linen. Mr. 
Broughton invited them to the marquee, but Whytooa replied he was 

mattowed” After fome perfuaiion he contplied, and having come 
oppofitc tlie encampment, he requefted Ibme aflurance of friendfliip on 
my part ; which being complied with, he confented, and having gained 
about the middle of the river, he was compelled by the natives to re- 
turn. Another con verfation now took place; and on Mr. Broughton 
propofing to remain with them during Whytooa’ s abfence, he came over, 
and being foon reconciled after his arrival, to his fituation, he lent a 
fervant to defire Mr. Broughton would crols the river. On this occa- 
fion WhylootCs wife accompanied him, and we afterwards went all on 
board to dinner. On my enquiring, he faid Pomurrey and Urripiah 
were at Oparre, but would return the infiant Towereroo was taken. 
With refpeft to the linen I could gain no fatisfaf lory account ; and, as I 
wifhed to encourage him in the confidence he had manifefled, I did not 
think it right to pufli tliis inquiry further ; wilhing to detain him and his 
wife, in cafe their imprifonment hereafter Ihould be deemed nccelTaiy to 
effetl; our purpofc; but defilted from any further mcafures, until I 
Ihould fee or hear fomething of the other ro) al brothers. The canoe 
and goods we had arrefted the preceding evening now afipearing to be- 
long to a chief of Ulietea, who could not have had any concern in the 
late improper tranfa6lions. Jullice di6lated its reltoration to the proper 
owner, and direftions to that effeft were accordingly given. 

Neither Pomurreyy nor Urripiah having arrived on monday mbrning ; 
Mr. Broughton propofed that Whytooa and his wife, who were ftill with 
us, Ihould accompany him to Oparre, in order to procure an interview 
with Pomurrey, and learn how our allairs flood in that diftri6l. To this, 
Whytooa readily agreed, and whilfl the boat was preparing for their 
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conveyance, the royal females paid us a vilit. They faid, Pomumy was 
ftill at Oparre, but would return to the (hip the inllant that Toxoereroo 
could be found. The ladies were immediately informed of Mr. Brough- 
ton’s errand, and told, that, until his return, they were to remain on 
board. With this arrangement they fcemed perfectly fatisfied ; and from 
their mirth, and joking with each other as to tlieir being carried to fea, 
their reception in England, &c. &c. I began to conjefture that Towereroo 
was in reality taken, though it vas their pleafure to keep me in fuf- 
penfe. Wc did not long ’remain in this ftate. About noon, the boat 
returned with the three royal brothers, and Toxoereroo. Mr. Broughton 
met them on their way towards the Ihips, attended by a fleet of canoes, 
laden with every fpecies of provifions as prefents from the royal family 
and our feveraj other friends, who all flocked on board with fuch a pro- 
liifion of their - inous valuable commodities, tliat unable to difpofe 
of their bounty, fevcral laden canoes returned to the fhore. 

Pomnrrey and Urripiah obferved, on the delivery of Towereroo, that 
they had now reflored every thing in which they confidered I was par- 
ticularly interefted, and that it was Whytooa\ bufinefs to recover the 
linen for Mr. Broughton. Whytooa protefted that, if we could remain 
until the morning, it fhould certainly be brought on board : but as we 
had been repeatedly inftrufted to place little reliance on afiurances of 
this nature, had the wind been favorable, we fliould not have waited to 
put Ifis integrity to the teft. 

Poatatou, with many other chiefs of the diflant diftrifts, were made 
extremely happy by the prefents which each of them received; and, 
finding we were to fail with the firft favorable wind, took their leave in 
the evening, with much apparent regret for our departure ; which was 
evidently increafed by their being difappointed of a fecond difplay of 
fire-works. From the inordinate love of pleafure which thefe people 
poffefs, f do not believe it were poflible to have caufed, by any other 
means, fo general and fo great a degree of mortification. A great 
many chiefs, and numbers of the inhabitants, had come from the moft 
diflant parts of the ifland, and from Morea likewife, for no other pur- 
pofe than to gratify their curiofity, and to be prefent at the expeft6d 
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*79®* exhibition. Thefe, iji/particular, complained much of their diiappoint> 
« * ment ; to vhich I replied, their concern was by no means unpleafant to 

me, as it gave me reafon to hope it would operate to prevent the caufe 
of it in future; and that, if thefts, and other breaches of confidence had 
not been committed, and fan£l:ioned, as I was confident they had been 
by the chiefs themfelves, I fhould not have been under the painful ne- 
ceffity of denying them the promifed entertainment, and we fhould have 
parted much better friends. On the arrival of another fhip, I trufled, 
from this difappointment, they would all be*^ taught to condu6f them* 
/elves with more fidelity. 

Pomurrty and his wives remained on board all night. The next 
morning brought no tidings of the linen. On reflefting that, without 
ufing rigorous meafures, which, in all probability, would fall more on 
the innocent tvho were in our power, than on the guilty who were at a 
diftance, there did not appear the moll remote profpefl of regaining 
this property ; and as we had now a favorable breeze from the eaflward, 
Tucfdjy * 4 . and could ill afford a longer detention, about ten in the forenoon we 
failed out of the bay. Pomurrey and his wives were our guefls until we 
were beyond the reefs : they were now prefented with an affortment of 
valuables, which afforded them the highcfl ratisfa6lion ; and Pomurr^ 
requeuing as a particular favor that they might be faluted on leaving the 
fhip, they took a very friendly and affeflionate leave, and were compli- 
mented agreeably to his wifhes. Wf^tooa had alfo accompanied* Mr. 
Broughton in the Chatham; who, after we were out, brought him 
on board tlie Difcover}% with an affortment of fuch articles, as he 
conceived J/0iytooa intitled to, for his hofpitable attention, and the 
large quantity of provifions, «&c. &c. which he had fupplied, without 
having as yet received the leafl return : but as I had repeatedly declared 
Whytooa fhould receive no prefent, unlefs the linen was rellored, my ul- 
timate decifion was now requefled. On confidering, that, poffibly, it 
might not have been in his power to recover the linen, and that equity 
demanded he fhould be paid for the fupplies which he had furnifhed, I 
confented to his receiving in return, fuch articles as were deemed fairly 
equal in point of value ; but he was not prefented with any thing fronj 
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me, although I had promifed him ieveral valuable implements. Thefe 
were again enumerated, the reafon of their being with-held fully explain- 
ed, and (hewn to have arilen from his not having a£led towards Mr. 
Broughton with that propriety which had been obferved in the condu£l 
of his royal brothers towards me. 

I am well aware that our vifit to this country will fill the inquifitive 
mind with the expeftation of acquiring much additional information, 
relative to a people whofe fituation and condition have been long the 
fubjefts of curious inveftig'ation ; but the Ihortnefs of our flay, and va- 
rious concurring circumftances afforded little opportunity to gratify fuch 
defires. 

The veneration thefe people enl,ertain for the names of their fovereigns, 
has been already very juftly related by Mr. Anderfon. But no example, 
I believe, had tlien appeared to that judicious obferver, of the extent to 
which this refpefl is carried. On Otoo't acceffion to the Maro*, a very 
confiderablc alteration took place in their language, particularly in the 
proper names of all the chiefs, to which however it was not folely con- 
fined, but extended to no Icfs than forty or fifty of the moft common 
words which occur in converfation, and bearing not the leafl affinity 
whatever to the former expreffions. 

This new language every inhabitant is under the neceffity of adopting; 
as any negligence or contempt of it is punifhed with the greateft feve- 
rity. ^ Their former expreffions were, however, retained in their recol- 
le6lion ; and, for our better communication, were, I believe, permitted to 
be ufed in converfation with us, without incurring difpleafure. Pomurr^ 
however would i’requently correft me on my accidentally ufing the for- 
mer mode of expreffioh, faying, I knew it was wrong, and ought not to 
pra6lile it. Were fuch a pernicious innovation to take place, generally, 
at the arbitrary will of the fovereigns throughout the South-Sea iflands, it 
would be attended with infurmouniable difficulties to ftrangers ; but it ap- 
pears to be a new regulation, and, as yet, confined to thefe iflands, or it 
would be impoffiblc to reconcile the affinity which has been hitherto found 
to fubfift in the language' of different parts of the Great South-Sea 
nation. The new-fafhioncd words produce a very material difference in 
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thofe tables of comparative affinity which have been conftrufted with fo 
much attention and labour ; and may, poflibly, when the reafbns for 
the alteration are known and developed, be a matter of interefling po- 
litical inquiry. This, however, required more leifure, and a more in- 
timate knowledge of the language, than I pofTeffed. Circumflances of 
greater importance to the expediting the various fervices, which the 
grand objetl of our voyage here demanded, and on which my mind 
was every hour anxioufly engaged; augmented by the difficulties we had 
to encounter, in the new modification of fo ihany terms ; rendered moft 
of my inquiries ineffeflual. Thefe perplexities and difadvantages were 
alfo materially incrcaled, by the difficulty of obtaining the truth from a 
race who have a conftant defire to avqid, in the flighteft degree, giving 
offence ; inforauch, that, on the leaft appearance of difpleafure, even 
in converfation ; to difengage themfelves from any fuch inconvenience, 
they would often, by that extenfive and fpecious comprehenfion, which 
their language admits of, feemingly fo qtialify, what they before had 
afferted, as to contradift, according to our acceptation, a pofitive matter 
of fa£l ; or, what amounted to nearly the fame thing, a completely dif- 
ferent conftruftion was by us very frequently put on a fecond conver- 
fation, from that which we had conceived from, or had attributed to, 
the firll. Had we been more competent linguifis, we might, in all pro- 
bability, have found both their modes of cxpreffion tending to the fame 
point, and differing only in the figurative relation of the circumffances, 
to which thefe people are much accuftomed. This deception, I have 
more than once experienced, and have, on refleftion, thus reconciled 
the apparent incongruity. Such, and various other important circum- 
ftances, muff ever occur, to render the acquirement of knowledge in 
the language, manners, and culloms, of newly-difcovered countries, (be- 
yond a certain fuperficial extent,) a bufinefs of much labour and ftudy, 
although aided by a ferics of minute obfcrvaiions. Under fuch evident 
difadvantages, how far my abilities might or might not have empow- 
ered me to direft fuch inquiries to effc6i, had time and other objefts 
permitted, mufi ftill remain to be proved. I lhall therefore refign the 
palm to ihofe gentlemen who have preceded me, and to whom the 
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world is indebted for many pertinent and judicious obfervations con- 
tained in their general defcription of this country. 

Notwithftanding I mull concur with Mr. Anderfon in opinion, that 
much information remains to be acquired which would be extremely 
acceptable to the contemplative mind, yet it only remains with me 
to record faithfully the circumllances which arofe in our tranfadions 
and intercourfe witli thele people. 

The changes which have taken place in their government, fo far as I 
have been able to underftand from the chiefs, W’ith fuch other matters 
worthy attention as have fallen under my own immediate obfervation, 
I (hall proceed to relate ; as the preceding narration would be incom- 
plete without luch an explanation. 

Wc have become acquainted by fubfequent vifitors, that, fhortly 
after the laft departure of Captain Cook from thefe iflands, conliderable 
dif])utes had arifen between Maheine the ufurping chief of Morea, and 
Pomurr^, (then Otoo) in fome of which wars, (for there had been 
many,) Maheine was joined by Towha, and other chiefs of the weftern 
diftrifls of Otaheite; by which means, for a conliderable fpace of time, 
Pomurrey was materially worlled, and his own difl:ri6ls laid intirely 
wafte. Thus His Majelly’s benevolent intentions of adding to the 
comforts of thefe people, have been nearly frullrated. Moll of the 
animals, plants, and herbs, which had caufed Captain Cook fo much 
anxiety and trouble to depolit 'here, have fallen a facrificc to the 
ravages of war. The black cattle were carried to Morea, where they 
Hill remain ; and having bred, are now five in number, four cows and a 
bull. The latter has very unfortunately received a hurt in his loins, 
which renders him an intire cripple; confequenily their furth('r propa- 
gation will be at an end unlefs fome additional alTillanrc is affordf^l. 

In the midft of thefe hollilc engagements, Pomurrey married the 
queen-mother, a near relation of his moll inveterate eneniy Maheine. 
’i'his lady having taken a very material part in the advantag{'ous change 
of Pomurrey's government, I lhall obtrude a few lines as a lltctch of her 
chara6ler, and alfo that of Fierrete her lifter, and conjugal partner in 
the royal affeftion. * 

VoL. I. T The 


1791. 

January. 



A VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY 


The qiieen-motlier, although deftitute of any pretenfions to beauty, 
and liaving in licr perfon a very mafeuline appearance, has yet, in her 
general deportment, fomething exceffively pleafing and engaging; free 
from any aufterity or pride, flie is endued with a comparative elegance 
of manners, which plainly befpeaks her defeent, and the high iituation 
in which Ihe is placed. Although her figure exhibited no external 
charms of feminine foflnefs, yet great complacency and gentlenefs were 
always confpicuous ; indicating, inthemoft unequivocal manner, a mind 
polfelTing, and alone a6luated by thofe amiable qualities which moft 
adorn the human race. All her aflions feemed direfted to thofe around 
her with an unalterable cvennefs of temper, and to be guided by a pure 
difinterefted benevolence. Self, which on moft occafions is the govern- 
ing principle in the conduct of thefe iflanders, with her tyas totally dif- 
regarded; and indeed, fuch w’as her very amiable difpofition, that it 
counterbalanced any difadvantages«flie might labour under in a deficiency 
of perl'onal atiraftions. 

The portrait of Fier re te on canvas would moft probably be gene- 
rally thought intitled to a preference ; yet ftie appeared by no means to 
poflels either mental endowments, or other excellent qualities, in the 
fame degree with the queen-mother : if flic had them, they were latent, 
and required feme particular exertion to bring them into aftion. Her 
foftnefs and effeminacy afforded her fomc advantage over her filler ; ) et 
there was a fhynefs, want of confidiTncc and manner in her gene- 
ral demeanor, that evinced her motives to be lefs difinterefted. We 
were however led to believe, that Ihc was not deftitute of the amiable 
qualities, though to us they did not appear fo confj>icuous as in the 
character of the queen-mother. Of tlie two latlies, Fier re te was now 
the favorite of Pomurrey, at leaft we had every rcafon to think fo by the 
general tenor of his conduit. Notwithftanding this preference, he was 
obferved in feveral inftances to abide implicitly by the advice and opi- 
nion of the queen-mother, and to treat her with great affeition and re- 
gard ; who in return never appeared jealous or dillatisfied at the marked 
attention, or evident partiality, with which her filler Fier re te was 
ticjfted hy Pomurrey. 


In 
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In confequencc of the very iuperior rank and condition of thefe two 
ladies, they poflelTed privileges which I had never before feen conferred 
on any of the women of the Great South Sea nation ; as they were not 
only permitted to eat of all the good things of the country, but allowed 
to partake of them in company with men ; as well die chiefs of the 
ifland as ourfelves ; and of the identical didies at any repaft of which 
men had eaten, without incurring difpleafure or difgrace: thefe wore 
honors to which we had reafon to believe no other females of the idand 
could afpire. 

Thefe two ladies with the deceafed Matooara Mahow, were the children 
of a fider of Maheine, and his only near relations. Mahow I confidered 
to be the fame perfon mentioned by Captain Cook, under the name of 
Tiareetaboonoga ; as, on our fird arrival, he was introduced to me by 
the name of Areetahoonooa, which appellation was almod immediately 
drojipcd, and he was afterwards called Mafww ; occafioned mod. likely 
by the rc'ccnt alteration in their language, which has before been dated 
to have taken place on the acceffion of the young king Otoo. 

As Mafieine was an Errooe, whofe atlvanced age precluded the expec- 
tation of his having children, little doubt was entertained that his conlc- 
quence and power would foon defeend to his family, which had become 
more firmly attached to the Otaheitcan authority by the intermarriage 
of the late Matooara MaJwxo with Pomurrey's younged fider. This con- 
nection appears to have been an*important political meafure, to infure a 
jjcrmanent edablifliment of peace and tranquillity between the two iflands, 
on the conqiicd, or death of Maheine. 'Ehe event was however long 
looked for belbre it arri\ ed, for we underdood it did not happen until 
about fiftctai months previous to our arrival ; at which time Maheine was 
killed in a battle fought at Athoora by him and fome of the wedern 
chiefs, againd the jtartizans of Pomurr^u who, I believe, tJiea lor tlie 
lird time, came off victorious. 

MaJieine having fallen in this confiid, and Toxoha being dead, little 
was necelTary to complete the coiiqued, which was finally accom- 
pliflu'd by the excurfion of the Bounty’s people in a velfel they had 
condruCted from the timber of the bread fruit tree ; and as good or had 

T 2 fortune 


139 

179*. 

> Januar)^ 



L40 


* 79 ®‘ 

January. 


A VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY 
« « 

fortune is generally attended with corroborating events, other circum- 
; fiances intervened to fofter and indulge the ambition of Pomurrey. At 
this time Whyeadooa the king of Tiarabou died, leaving only a very diflant 
relation to affume his name and government ; wlio was by Pomurr^ and 
his adherents obliged to relinquifh all pretenfions to fuch honours, and 
with the people of Tiarabou to acknowledge Pomurrey& youngeft fon as 
their chief, under the fupreme authority of his eldefl; fon Otoo ; which on 
their aflenting to, the youth affumed the name of Whyeadooa as a neceffary 
appendage to the government. By this acquifition it fhould appear, they 
have more efFe6LaalIy eflablifhed a firm and lafting peace amongft them- 
felves than has been enjoyed for a long feries of years ; and to infure 
this ineftimable blelTing to their dominions, the royal brothers have lb 
difpofed themfelves as completely to watch over and pt;ote6l the two 
young princes during their minority. 

Urripiah, the next brother to Pemurrey, having acquired the reputa- 
tion of a great warrior, has taken up his refidence on the borders of 
Tiarabou, to watch the conduft of thofe people in their allegiance to 
his nephew Whyeadooa ; and on the Jeaft appearance of difaffeftion or 
revolt, to be at hand for purfuing fuch mcafures as may be required 
• to bring them back to their obedience. Whytooa, the next brother, re- 
fidcs for the like reafon at Oparre, near the young monarch ; anti Po~ 
murrty with his wives has retired to Morea, where the inhabitants are, 
in all rcfpe£ls, perfeftly reconciled ; firtnly attached to his intcreft ; ' and 
ready to afford him and his children every fupport and afliftance tliey 
may require. From the relative fituation of this ifland with Otaheite, 
there is iittle probability that Pomurrey could long remain ignorant of 
any diffentions that might take ])lace, or that he would be prevented 
affording fuch fuccour as the nature of the occafion might demand. 

There is yet a fourth brother whofe infignificance has hitherto pre- 
cluded his name, which is Tapahoo, from appearing in any of our 
tianfa6lions with thefe worthy people. Although in the poll’eflion of 
a very confiderable property, Tapahoo feems little regarded by his family, 
and lei’s cflcemed by his people. This want of refpeft is greatly, and 
poflibly wholly, to be attributed to a natural imbecillity of mind ; as, to 

all 
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all appearance, he is a young man of an exceedingly weak and trifling 
charafler. v 

On the late deceafe of Makoxo, his daughter by Pomurrty's After fuc- 
ceedcd to the fovereignty of Morea, under the fupreme authority of her 
coufln Otoo. To this young princefs P(murrey became regent, and in 
courfe, the inhabitants of Morea were intirely at his command. In 
confequence of Pomurr^'s connexion with Mahow’s family, his fon Otoo 
in right of his mother was acknowledged as the fupreme fovereign of 
Huaheine ; and Matuarro the. king of that ifland, had conlcnted to the 
fuperiority of Otoo over him, as'“Aree Maro Eoora;” but that he 
Matuarro was “ Aree de Hoi,” 

Omai having died without children, the houfe which Captain Cook 
had built for him, the lands that were purchafed, and the horfe which 
was ftill alive ; together with fuch European commodities as remained at 
his death, all del'cended to Matuarro; as king of the ifland ; and when 
his rnajefty is at home, Omai’s houfe is his conftant refidence. From 
Matuarro we learned, that Omai was much refpefted, and that he fre- 
quenily afforded great entertainment to liim, and the other chiefs, with 
ilie accounts of his travels, and in deferibing the various countries, ob- 
jeffs, &c. that had fallen under his obfervation ; and that he died uni- 
verfallv regretted and lamented. His deatli, as well as that of the two 
New Zealand boys left with him by Captain Cook, was occafioncd by a 
diforder that is attended by a lar^ fweliing in the throat, of which very 
few recover, but die a flow lingering death. During the latter part of 
our flay fcveral perfons were pointed out who feemed much afflifted with 
this fatal malady, particularly thofe belonging to Tiarabou, who faid the 
difeafe had been imported by a Spanifh veflel which had anchored near 
the fouth part of Otahcitc. 

Olooy in right of his grandmother by his father’s fide, on the death of 
Moxjoree will claim the fovereignty of Ulietea and Otaha. Mowree, who 
is brother to Pomurrey‘& mother, is an Ereeoe of an advanced age. He 
feemed extremely fond of Otoo, and proud of his fucceeding him in the 
government of thofe iflands; faying, that, at prefent, there were two 
fovereigns, that ** Maw ta Tarta” but when he fhould die then there 
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jlnuary OHC, meaning Uioo. 'I’his expreflion, in its literal fignifica- 

tlon, means “ to eat the Man;"' the idea, however, which in this fenfe it is 
intended to convey, is to point out thofc, whofe rank and authorit}' 
entitle tliem to prclide at human facrifices ; a power which at prefent is 
polleired only by Moruree and Oioo. 

In confequcnce of the extenfive dominion that has devolved upon 
this young monarch, he is not now diflinguiflicd by the title of 
Aree de Hoi, but by one which is confiderably more eminent and 
coinprehenfive ; fince they fay there may ‘ be many Arees de Hoi, 
but there can be but one Aree Mdro Eoora; which means, the chief 
• of the red-feathered Maro ; and under which title, OLoo'^ authority 
is acknowledged in Otaheite, Morca„ Mattea, Tetero, Tupea-man- 
noo, and Huaheine. But the people of Ulietca and Otajia, feem much 
aveiTe to tliis fubmiflion ; and it does not appear, that even Mozoree 
himfelf has much influence in thofe iflands, notwithllanding that he is 
their acknowledged fovereign. Since the death of Opoony, the govern- 
ment of the iflands under his late authority appears to have been ill ad- 
miniftcred ; the inhabitants having been very turbulent and much difpo- 
fed to anarchy: and in confequcnce of the difinclination which the people 
• of thefe iflands ha\'c manifefled to fubferibe to the fupreme authority of 
Otoo, an expedition was in contemplation from Otaheite, to enforce the 
power of the Aree Maro Eoora over them, and little doubt was enter- 
tained of its fuccefs. Another favoritef’objetl was the annexing to Otooi’& 
prefent dominions by conqueft, (for no right was fet up,) the iflands of 
Bolabola, Mowrooa, and Tapi, which, fincc the death of Opoony, had 
been got erned by his daughter, aiul were laid, in a great rairafure, to 
have lofl their fiirmer high reputation as a martial and warlike nation. 

Pomurrey and his brothers having ])rocured from the veffels which 
had lately vifited Otaheite, fevcral mufkets and piftols, they confidered 
themfelvcs invincible; and the acquiring of new poffellions {'ox Otoo, 
now fct ined to occupy the whole of their fludy and attention. They 
were extremely folicitous that I fhould contribute to their fuccefs by 
augmenting their number of fire-arms, and adding to their flock of am- 
munition. Of the latter I gave Pomurrey a finall quantity ; but of the 
former I had none to difpofeof, even if I had fecn no impropriety in coin- 
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plying with his reqtiell. Finding there was no profpeft of increafing their 
armory, they requerted that I would have the goodnefs to conquer the terri- — — 

tories on which they meditated a defeent, and having fo done, to deliver 
them up to Oioo; and as an excule lor their fubjugation, infilled that it was 
highly eflential to the comfort and happinefs of the people at large, that 
over the whole group of thefo illands there Ihould be only one fovercign. 

On falisfying them that the iflands in quellion were quite out of my 
route, and that I had no leifure for fuch an enterprize, Pomurr(y, in 
tlie nioll earneft manner requeRed, that on my return to England I 
would, in his name, folicit His MajeRy to order a fliip with proper 
force to be immediately fent out, with direftions, that if all thole illands 
were not fubjetlcd to his power before her arriv al, Ihc was to con- 
quer them for, Otoo ; who, he obferved, I well knew would ever be 
a Ready friend to King George and the Englifh. This requeR was 
frequently n^peated, and he did not fail to urge it in the moR prelfing 
manner at our parting. 

I cannot take leave of my friend, for to fuch an epithet from me 
Pomurrey’s eondufl juRly entitles him, without adverting to the altera- 
tion which leemed to have taken place in his charaftcr, finee my 
former vifits to this country. At that time, he was not only confidered 
as a timid, but a very weak prince ; on this occafion, however, he did 
not appear deficient either in difeernment, or intrepidity ; although it 
muR be acknowledged his feans \vere exceedingly awakened at the dif- 
])!ay of our fire-works, and that he always appeared to regard fire-arms, 
with a confiderable degree of terror ; which poRibly might arife from 
his knowledge of their dcRruftive powers, wdiilR at the fame time lie 
remaintd ignorant ol the extent to which they, were capable of doing 
execution ; but this charafler of weapons out of the qucRion, w'e had rca- 
fon to believe his courage was equal to that of his neighbours, of which 
he certainly gave an undeniable proof by joining our party alone and un- 
armed at the encampment ; in direct oppofiiion to the counfel and ap- 
prehenlions of his furrounding criuntrymen. On former occafions, I 
had alfo confidered his general charatler to be haughty. auRere, and com- 
bined witii much low cunning. When he condefeended to fpeak, o*r 
converfe, which was not frequent, little or no information could he de- 
rived ; 



144 


1792 . 

January. 


A VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY 

« • 

rived ; whiHl the quehions he afked in return, did not tend to the acqui- 
fition of ufeful knowledge. His condufl and deportment on the prefent 
occafion, were extremely different ; and, when compared with that of 
his affociates, were marked with an evident fiiperiority, expreffive of 
the exalted fituation he filled ; and indicated that he pofTeffed a juft know- 
ledge of himfelf, and an open, generous, and feeling heart. In con- 
verlation, there were few from whom better information could be ac- 
quired ; nor was he now deficient in direfting his obfervations and en- 
quiries to ufeful and important objefls. for this purpofe only, he 
\youid remain whole days in our working tents, obfcr%'ing witli the 
llrifteft attention the different tranfaftions going forward; and fre- 
quently interrupting the mechanics, to. require explanations of their fe- 
veral operations. The whole tenor of his behaviour towards us was 
fo uniformly correft and meritorious, that, on hLs taking leave, I could 
not refift making him, and his wives, fuch acknowledgments in ufeful 
articles, as he conceived they could have no poffible claim to ; and fuf- 
pefting I was about to make fome addition, he caught my arm, expreffed 
iiow highly repaid and gratified they were with what they had received, 
and obferved, as I w’as going to vifit many other countries where fuch 
things would be equally valuable ; I ought to be careful and cccono- 
mical. 

How far thefe difinterefted fentiments had afluated the conduft of the 
royal party in all their former tranfaftlons, is not eah’ to afccrtaiir; but 
certain it is, they took great pains to keep up the value of our commo- 
dities, and, by their own example, eftabliflicd the price of three; large 
hogs, weighing from an hundred to an hundred and fifty and two hun- 
dred pounds each, at an axe ; under which they defired we would not 
part with our axes ; and would frequently admoniffi us, when they con- 
fidered we were about to pay extravagantly for our purchafes. In our 
traffic, axes were the moft valuable ; next to thefe, red clotfi, and all 
kinds of European linen; files, knives, and fifhing hooks, were in great 
requeft ; as were feiffars and looking-glaffes by the ladies ; nails were of 
little value, and fuch things as were only of an ornamental nature were 
• accepted 
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accepted with indifference, red feathers excepted, which I believe would 
dill find a ready market. 

So important are the various European implements, and other com- 
modities, now become to the happinefs and comfort of thefe iflanders, 
that I cannot avoid reflefting with Captain Cook on the very deplorable 
condition to which thefe good people on a certainty muft be reduced, 
fhould their communication with Europeans be ever at an end. The 
knowledge they have now acquired of the fuperiority and the fupply 
with which they have been furnifhed of more uieful implements, have 
rendered thefe, and other European commodities, not only elTentially 
neceffary to their common comforts, but have made them regardlefs of 
their former tools and manufa61ures, which are now growing fall out of 
ufe, and, I may add, equally out of remembrance. Of this we had con- 
vincing proof in the few of their bone, or done tools, or utenfils, that 
were feen amongd them ; thofe offered for fale were of rude workman- 
fhip, and of an inferior kind, folely intended for our market, to be 
purcliafed by way of curiofity. I am likewife well convinced, that, by a 
very fmall addition to their prefent dock of European cloth, the culture 
of their cloth-plant, which now feems much neglefted, will be intirely 
difregarded, and they will rely upon the precarious fupply which may 
be obtained from accidental vifitors, for this and many others of the mod 
important requilites of focial life. 

Under thele painful confideraCions, it manifcftly appears that Euro- 
peans are bound by all the laws of humanity, regularly to furnifh thofe 
wants which they alone have created ; and to afford the inhabitants from 
time to time fupplies of fuch important ufeful articles as have been al- 
ready introduced, and which having excluded their own native manu- 
faflures, arc, in mod refpefts, become indifj^nfably neceffary to their 
whole reconomy of life : in return for which a valuable confideration 
would be received in provifions and refreftnnents, highly beneficial to 
the traders who may vifit the pacific ocean. 

The various manufa6lures in iron and in cloth have become fo effenti- 
ally requifite to their common concerns, that indead of thefe commodities 
being reduced in their value by the frequent vifits of Europeans, or their 
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January refrefhments being Icfs plentiful in return, we were 

i-v—^ fcrvcd with every article in the greatefl; profufion. Six hogflieads of very 
fine pork were cured ; and had we been better provided with fait, wc 
might have fecured ten times that quantity ; and failed with a large fup- 
ply for prefent ufe, which comprehended as many live hogs and vege- 
tables, as we could find room to difpofe of; the whole procured at leaft 
200 per cent, cheaper than on any of Captain Cook’s vilits, notwith- 
llanding the recent departure of the Pandora. 

Great alteration has taken place in the military operations of thefe 
people. On our firft difeovery of ihefe iflands their wars were princi- 
pally of a maritime nature; but at prefent it fliould feem they were 
conduced in a very difl’erent manner, ^or although fome of our gen- 
tlemen extended their cxcurfions to a coiifiderable diftancp, not a fingle 
war canoe was feen be longing to Otaheite. I had much converlation 
with Urripiah on this fubjetl ; from whom I learned, that in their late 
contefts they had found them fo unmanageable, jiarticularly when the 
wind blew at all ftrong, that they had intirely given tlicm up, and now 
carried on their enterprizes by land, ufing the larger fort of their com- 
mon canoes, when their wars were olFenfive, to convey them to the 
place of their dcilination, which was generally cffe6lcd under cover of 
the night, or in dark rainy weather. 

The youth of Otoo authoriles us to fay little more, than he bore every 
appearance of becoming a very promifiiig man. Some circumftancc’s at- 
tendant on this young monarch were fo very peculiar and extraordinary, 
as to make a few obfervations indifpenfable. Araonglt the firft was the 
curious reftri6lion which prohibited his entering any of our habitations, 
llis father, when Otoo, and king of the illand, was under no fuch inter- 
diction : but, as frequently as his inclination prompted, vifited our fliips 
and tents without attaching the inconvenience; which would now have 
fallen upon the people had the young king done the fame. Nor was the 
grandfather Taow then treated with that degree of obedience and refpc6t, 
whii h is at prefent paid to him on all occafions. The origin of the above 
myfterious reftraint, or the reafoning on which it has been founded, I 
could not fatisfaClorily learn. The refult, however, of my inquiries on 
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this head induces me to believe, that a ceremony very nmllar to the Natche 
of the Friendly iflands defcribed by Captain Cook, on Poulakou's fon be- 
ing permitted to eat in company with his father, will be performed here. 
This ceremony will occupy a confi^erable fpace of time, after which he 
will no longer be carried on men’s flioulders, but be at liberty like others 
to walk about ; but when this was to take place in refpeft of Oivo, I could 
not difeover ; for as often as the queftion was put, fo often the yjeriod 
when the event was to take place varied. It was likewife very remark- 
able, that we never faw arty perfon of confequence or refpe6iabilit)' about 
the young monarch. His neareft relations, though they paid all pof- 
fible refpeft to his high office, did not appear to regard or convcrle 
with him ; and thole whofe duty it was to attend him on his journies 
between Oparre and our encampment, were fervants from tlie lowcft 
order of the people. Amongft thefe was a man named Peierrah, who 
apparently was a very Ihrewd, lenlibje fellow, on whofe flioulders the 
young king never rode, but who, on all occafions, afted as meflenger, 
and bore no higher office than that of a butler, or upper fervant. I 
had originally taken this man for a prieft and fort of preceptor ; but, on 
repeated inquiries, they always pointed to my fteward, as bearing the 
fame office with that of Peterrah. 

Much encomium, and with great juftice, has been bellowed on the 
beauty of the female inhabitants of this country. I cannot avoid ac- 
knov/ledging how great was the •difappointment I experienced, in con- 
fequence of the early impreffion I had received of their fuperior per- 
fonal endowments. The natives themfelves freely admit the alteration, 
which in a few years has taken place, and feem to attribute much of the 
caufe to the lamentable difeafes introduced by European vilitors, to 
^vhich many of their fineft women, at an early period of life, have 
fallen facrificcs. Beauty in this countr)’’, cfpecially amongll the women, 
is a floWer that quickly bloflbms, and as quickly fades: like the perfonal 
accomplifhmcnts of the Creoles of America, theirs foon arrive at matu- 
rity, remain but a fliort time flat^inary, and as rajiidly decay. The 
extreme deficiency of female beauty on thefe iflands makes it fiugularly 
remarkable, that fo large a proportion of the crew belonging to ;he 
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Bounty, fliould have Wcome lb infatuated as to facrifice their country, 
i their honor, and their lives, to any female attachments at Otaheite. 
The obje£):s of their particular regard, by whom they have children, we 
frequently faw. Whatever fuperiority they may be entitled to from their 
mental accomplifhments, we had no opportunity of afcertaining ; but 
with refpeft to their perfonal attra6lions, they were certainly not fuch 
as we fhould have imagined could poflibly have tempted Englifhmen to 
fo unpardonable a breach of their duty ; nor were any of the women 
they felefted, perfons of the leaft power or cohfequence in the ifland. 

The European animals and plants depolited here by Captain Cook, 
and other navigators, with the hope of their future increafe, I have al- 
ready had occafion to regret, had been ,almoft intirely deftroyed in the 
late conflifts of the contending parties. My concern at this circum- 
fiance was greatly augmented, not only by my having little in my pow- 
er with which I could replace them, but in the confidence of their 
now fucceeding could I have furnifhed a fupply ; as the recent altera- 
tion which has taken place in the government, afforded reafonable 
grounds to believe that, whatever I might have beftowed on the prefent 
occafion, would have been carefully protefted. To the race of animals, 
I could add but two Cape gcefe and a gander. We planted fome vine 
cuttings that had flourifhed extremely well on board ; with fome orange 
and lemon trees ; and an affortment of garden feeds ; but as nature has 
been fo very bountiful in the variety of vegetables fhe has beftowed on 
this country, the natives feem to polfefs little defirc for any addition ; 
and, if a judgment is to be formed, by the deplorable ftate in which we 
found tiie feveral fpots where foreign plants and feeds Had been depo- 
fited, we had little reafon to be (anguine in the fuccefs of our garden- 
ing. Nor do I believe fuch attempts will ever fucceed until fome Eu- 
ropeans fhall remain on the ifland, and, by the force of their example, 
;xcite in the inhabitants a defire of cultivating the foil by their 'manual 
labour, to which at prefent they are almoft ftrangers. 

The ava, and the cloth plant in a fmall proportion, are the only ve- 
getables which the Otaheiteans take the leaft trouble to cultivate. Some 
Pew indifferent {haddocks, a little tolerably good maize, a few pods of the 
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capficort, and fome very coarfe radi{hes« were tile only produflioiK I 
faw from the various and numerons vegetable exotics, that, from tkae 
to time, have been introduced into this ifland. 

The milk of goats not having been appropriated to any ufe, arid the 
animal not being fufficiently fat for the talfe of thefe people, they have 
fallen into difrepute, and become fcarce. I collefted, however, a fuffi- 
cient number to eflablilh a breed of thofe animals on the Sandwich 
iflands, in cafe 1 Ihould there find them acceptable to the inhabitants. 

The few aftronomical knd nautical obfervations, here made, tending 
only to our own ufcful and neceflary purp(^es, will conclude our tranf> 
aftions at Otaheite, and are as under, viz. 


Eighteen fets of meridian pblervations of the zenith 
diftances of the fun and ftars, gave the latitude of the ob- 
fervatory by their mean refult - - - 17® 30' 20" 

Its longitude, by the chronometen, allowing tlie Dufky 


bay rate, to the 19th of January at noon 


209“ 58' 


Its longitude to the fame time, allowing the Portfmouth 


rate - - - - - - 211® 18' 


Its longitude by eighteen fets of diftances, by my fex- 
tants, of (( aO, eaftof her - - - 210® 31' 53'' 

Its true longitude, as determined by Captain Cook 210® 24' 15'' 

By our obfervations made at the obfervatory the firft day, viz. the 
7th of January, on allowing the Dufky bay rate, the chronometer gave 
the longitude 209° 55' 45", from which day to the 19th inflant inclufive, 
being twelve days obfervations of equal altitudes, it was found gaining 
at the rate of 4" 2"' per day, and fall of mean time at Greenwich, on 
the 20th at noon, 31' 42" 46'". Allowing the chronometer this error, 
and the above rate of going fince we difeovered the ifland of Oparo, 
the difference of die longitude between it and point Venus, will by fuch 
means Be 5® 14' 45" weft, and confequently its longitude, by that mode 
of calculating, would be 215® 39' ; my obfervadons however place it in 
215® 58' 20"; the mean between the two 2 15® 48' 40", I fhould fuppofe 
can be liable to little, if any error ; and as fuch I fhall adopt it for the 
true longitude of that ifland. This is further authorifed on finding, that Jby 
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nearly the fame numiber of ohfervations, made with the fame inftru* 
ments at point Venus, and the fun on the fame fide the moon as when 
the obfervations were taken off Oparo, I placed that point 7' 38" to the 
eaftward of the truth. 

Mr. Arnold’s chronometer on board the Chatham, when taken to the 
obfervatory, was found to be faft of mean time at Greenwich on the 
20th of January at noon 2® 10' 25" 46'", and to be gaining at the rate of 
19" 51'" 24"" per day. 

The variation of the magnetic needle, with* all our cards, and com- 
pafies, in fifteen fets of azimuths, varied from 7^30' to 5° 30' call varia- 
tion, giving their mean refill? 6“ 12', and the vertical inclination as un- 
der: 

Marked end, North face Eaft ... go® 1 5' 

Ditto, ditto Weft - - - 31“ 13 

Ditto, South face Eaft . - - • - go® 43' 

Ditto, ditto Weft ... go" 47' 


The mean vertical inclination of the South point of the dip- 
ping needle go" 33' 
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Visit the Sandwich Islands; proceed to survey the 
COAST OF New Abion; pass through an inland 
navigation; transactions at Nootka; arrive at 
Port St. Francisco. 


CHAPTER 1 . 

Pajfage to the Sandwich ijlands — Arrive off Owhyhee — Vifit from Tianna 
and other chiefs — Leave Towereroo at Owhyhee — Proceed to leeward-^ 
Anchor in Whyteete bay in Waohoo — Arrival at Attowai. 


Our friends having quilted us foon after noon on tuefday the 24th, 170*. 

we dirc6icd our courfc to the northward, and notwithftanding we had 
now been nearly ten months abfent from England, it was not until the “ 4 ' 
prefent moment that our voyage could be confidered as commenced ; 
having now for the lirft time poiriled our veffcls’ heads towards the grand 
objed of the expedition. I cannot help mentioning that I felt, on this 
occafion, very confiderable regret for the little progrefs we had hitherto 
made. It was now within a few days of tlie time I had calculated, 
agreeably to the arrangements in England, that wc fhould be quitting 
the Samlwich illands, which were yet at the remote diftance of nearly 
800 leagues. One fatisfadory refledion however was, that we had not 
been retarded by any mifpent time, or inexcufablc delays ; and that al- 
though a month had been devoted to the examination of the fouth-weft 
part of New Holland, that period was, without doubt, not unprofitably 
employed. Adverfe winds, and the indifferent failing of the veffels had 
principally operated to prevent our being further advanced. « 
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A light eaftwardly breeze brought us in the afternoon within fight of 
« » Titeroa, and at fun fet that ifland bore by compafs from n. by w. to 

N. by E. ; Otaheite s. e. to s. ; and Morea s. s.w. to s.w. Our pro- 
Wednef. 25. grefs was fo flow that, at noon the next day, we obferved in latitude 
17® I'i Morea bearing by compafs s. 24 w. to s. 8 w. ; Otaheite s. 1 1 e. 
to s. 41 p, and Titeroa n. 85 e. to 45 E.^bout three or four miles 
diftant. Some of the inhabitants vifitcd us from this ifland, and brought 
a few fowls, fifli, and cocoa nuts to barter. The weather falling calm, 
and the Ihip drifting fall in with the land, we' were employed until fun 
fet in towing her from it. At this time a light breeze fpringing up 
from the fouth the boats were taken on board, and all fail made to the 
Fritiay 2-j. nortliward; but fo tardily did we proceed that, on the 27th in the morn- 
Fcbmar)-.^ Otaheite and Morea were ftill in fight aftern. We continued mov- 
U'edncu I. jng at this gentle rate until wednefday the ift of february, at which 
time we had reached only the latitude of 13® 54', longitude 209® 53'. 
The wind had been variable, though chiefly from the eaftern quarter, 
with tolerably fair weather. From this period our progrefs was fome- 
what accelerated. We were daily vifited by numerous birds which in- 
habit the low half drowned iflands of this ocean, varying in their kinds 
Wednef. 8/ as well as numbers, until the 8th, when, in latitude 4® 36', and longi- 
tude 209® 15', they appeared to have intirely deferted us. During this 
laft week the weather had been clear, though very fultry, with a mode- 
rate breeze between the e.n.e. and n.e. The dead reckoning had 
hitherto varied about half a degree only to the weftward of the chrono- 
meter ; but as we now advanced, we found a very ftrong wcftwardly 
current, which affe6lcd us fo much, that when we reached the equator, 
Sunday 18. which was about noon on the 12th, our longitude by account was 
210® 35', although by the chronometer we were then in 207® 38' only. 
WcdncT. 15. This afternoon a few birds were again feen about the ftiip; the winds 
• The lati- a^d Weather continued nearly the fame, attended with a heavy northerly 
which continued to be very unpleafant, and generally from the 
as N. E. After croffing the line, the current feemed to fet to the north weft- 
tude until it ward, until in latitude 4® 54' north,* longitude by the chronometer 204® 4', 
rtherwys fiy* reckoning 209® 22', .which proved, that fince we had entered 
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the northern hemifphere, we had been fet, in the courfe of three days, 

8i' to the weftward, and 50' to the north. From this point the current 
ceafed to fet to the weftward, but continued its northern dircftion, in- 
clining a little to the eaft, at the rate of 4 to 5 leagues per day. Seve- 
ral birds, which had been our conftant attendants fince the 1 2th, became 
very fcarcc after this evening. The trade wind between n.e. and e.n.e. 
blew a frefh gale. The weather in general was cloudy, with fqualls, 
accompanied with a very heavy fea from the eaftward. 

The fky, on the mormng of the 16th, being tolerably clear, I was ThuifdayiS. 
enabled to obtain fix fets of diftances of ^ a 0, the mean refult of which 
gave the longitude 204“ 5' 53", the chronometer (hewed 204® S' 15"; lati- 
tude 6“ 1 4'. Very few birds wene now to be feen ; but in the morning one 
or two turtles, were obferved. The wind prevailing to themorthwardof 
N.E. ; rendered our reaching the Sandwich iflands, without being firft led 
a confidcrable diftance beyond them, a very doubtful circumftance. 

This induced me to take advantage of the current, which ftill continued 
to fet to the noriliward ; and by Handing to the eaftward or northward 
as the wind veered, on the 23d we reached the latitude of 12® 18', the Thurflayisj. 
longitude by the chronometer 203® 16', and by the dead reckoning 207® 

42'. The wind now blew a moderate breeze'‘ moftly from the eaftward ; 
which permitted us to make a courfe good, a little to the eaftward of 
north. 

On the 26th, the mean refult bf fix fets of diftances (( a O gave the Sunday 26. 
longitude at noon 203*48', the chronometer 203® 40', by the dead reck- 
oning 208° 23', the latitude 15*25'. 

The wind, which was light, continued between the eaft and n.e. at- 
tended with a hollow rolling fwell from the n.w. On wednelUay, in la- Wcdncr.29. 
titude 17*22', longitude 203*30', after a few hours calm, towards fun- 
fct a breeze fprang up from the n.w. We now ftood to the n.n.e. ; March, 
which courfe, by day-light on thuffday the itt of march, brought us in ThuriUaTif 
fight of Owhyhee, bearing by compafs from north to n. by e. about 24 
leagues diftant. 

The order for prohibiting general trade with the Indians was again 
read to the fliip’s company. A particular attention to fuch regulatidns 
VoL. I. X with 
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with perfons circumflanced as we were, was not only of material im- 
i portance, but was abfolutely indifpenfable. 

As the day advanced, which was delightfully pleafant, the wind gradually 
veered round to the north-eaftward, which enabled us ftiortly after noon to 
fteer for the fouth point of Owhyhec, then bearing by compafs n. 8 w. 14 
leagues diflant. Our latitude was now 18“ 9', bngitude per dead reckoning 
209*33' ; by the chronometer 204* 19', which latter is to be received 
as the true longitude, notwithftanding the difference of 5*14'; for fo 
much had we been affefted by weflern or lee currents, in performing 
this very long and tedious paflage. About midnight, we paffed to the 
weftward of the fouth point of Owhyhee ; and, in the hope of procuring 
fome provifions and refrefliraents, as we failed part the weft coaft of this 
ifland we kept clofe in fhore. 

In the morning, with a light breeze from the land, at the diftance of 
about 3 miles, we ftood along ftiOre to the northward. Several canoes 
came off with a fupply of pigs, and vegetables ; amongft the latter were 
fome very excellent water melons: the natives, however, demanded a 
very exorbitant return for thefe refrefliraents, and feemed very indiffe- 
rent about trading, or having any other communication with us. At 
noon on faturday, with very pleafant weather and light breezes, generally 
from off the land, Karakakooa bore north about 5 miles diflant ; and 
we had now the fatisfaflion of finding our chronometer, allowing the 
Otaheitean rate, to agree within a feW feconds of its longitude as fettled 
by Captain Cook. The Portfmouth rate made it 1“ 18' to the eaftward. 
On board the Chatliam, Mr. Arnold’s chronometer erred 24' to the 
weftward ; according to its rate of going as fettled at Chaheite. 

The ftcep precipice which forms the north fide of Karakakooa bay, 
renders it too remarkable to be eafily miftaken, efpecially as the inte- 
rior country rifes thence more abruptly than from the coaft to the north 
or fouth of the bay; which, although prefenting both wood-land and 
cultivated country above the barren rocky fliores where the habitations 
of the natives are chiefly fituatal, is, neverthelefs, in a great degree def- 
titute of that diverfity of profpe6l which might have been expefled here, 
and which is alfo the general charaflcr of all this fide of the ifland. 

Several 
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■ Several canoes having ftood to fea after us in the morning, we now 
brought to, for the purpofe of trading with them ; and were foon honored u 
with a vifit from Tianna, the perfon mentioned in Mr. Mears’s voyage. 

He was received in a manner agreeable to the diftinguilhed cliarafter he 
had been reprefented to fuppbrt, and which, from his grateful inquiries 
after his patron, he appeared to deferve. This complimentary converfa- 
tion he feemed delirous of fpeedily putting an end to, being very anxi- 
ous to acquaint us, that, fince his return from China, he had refided 
on this ifland, where mafty fevere confli6ls had taken place ; in which 
he had taken part with Tanuiahrmaaha, againft TeaTnawheere, who, it 
feemed, had, fince the death of Tereeoboo, fliared the government with 
Tamaah-maaha. In one of thefe j>attles Tianna having (hot Teamawheeret 
a complete vi^ory was gained, and thefe two chiefs agreed to divide 
the illand between them. TamaafHnaaha becoming the fovereign over 
the three northern, and Tianna of the three fouthem dUlrifts. 

Underftanding that I purpofed going direftly to the Leeward iflands, 

Tianna requefted he might be permitted to accompany us, and, with 
his wives and retinue, to fleep on board; with which requeft I thought 
proper to comply. From the chara6lcr given of this chief*, I was not *SccMeari’» 
a little furprized to find him totally ignorant of our language, and una- ' 
able to pronounce a fingle word articulately ; but by our knowledge of his 
fpecch we foon underftood, that, fince ^the preceding autumn, not any 
t’elfel had arrived; that about thatvtime three or four American brigs, and 
one, in which was Mr. Colnett, belonging to Macao, had vifited the 
iflands; and, that -it was not poflible for any vefiels to touch at the 
other iflands, without himfelf and the people of Owhyhee being inform- 
ed of their arrival. This intelligence made me dcfpair of meeting the 
ftore-fhip, and the hope which I had fo long indulged, as a comjienfa- 
tion for the tardy progrefs which circumftances had hitherto compelled 
us to niake, now feemed intirely to vanifti. 

Tianna viewed every tranfaftion on board with attentive admiration, 
whilll our numbers feemed to create in his mind a degree of furprize he 
was unable to fubdue. In the courfe of the evening he held frequent 
converfations with Towereroo, and during the night he was feveral tiqies 
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tJieir having, on all occafions, fliewn Mr. Kimper and his people every 
mark of friendly attention and hofpitality. Kahowmotoo prefented me 
with three fine hogs, for which in return he received ample compenla- 
tion ; but, like Tianna, was much mortified that it had not been made 
in arms or ammunition. He requefted to fleep on board, arid that his 
canoe might be taken in tow, in both of which he was indulged. Much 
converfation took place in the evening. He confirmed the account 
given by Jianna of the non-arrival of any veflels for fome months 
pad, and the wars which had taken place ; but it was exceffively difficult 
to reconcile the llory he told of Tianna, with that which Tianna had 
related of himfelf. Tianna's atchievements he readily admitted, and 
candidly allowed him great merit for his military exploits ; but denied 
his having equal power with Tatnaahmaaha ; faying, thei^e was but one 
aree de hoi over all Owhyhee, and he was Tamaahrmaaha ; and that if 
Tianna was an aree de hm, fo nlfo muft he be, and other chiefs of 
equal confequence witli Tianna and himfelf. 

This inftance will ferve to illuftrate how very difficult it is, according 
to our comprchenfion of their language, to obtain matter of fact from 
thefe people ; and that nothing fhort of indefatigable labour can obtain 
the truth, and correft information, from man in fo early a ftate of 
civilization. 

The next morning we were abreaft of the fouth point of Toca-yah- 
ha bay, near which is. Kahowmotoo'% refidence. It was a great pleafure 
to obferve the avidity, with which all the chiefs who had vifited the fhip 
fought after the vegetable produftions we had brought ; which, if at- 
tended to, will in future add to their prefent abundant produHion. 
Kahmmotoo was very anxious to obtain every acquifition of this fort, 
and was made very happy by receiving fome fine orange plants, and a 
packet of different garden feeds ; and likewife a goat and kid. With 
thefe valuables he appeared to be highly delighted, and promifed to give 
them his greatcfl care and attention. 

Tareehooa, who preferred the name 6f Jack, had been with Mr. 
Ingram in the capacity of a fervant; but was now promoted to the 
office of interpreter in the fcrvice of this chief, which he by no means 
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badly executed. Jack was extremely folicitous to remain on board, and 

A 1 n 1 BaOrch* 

to accompany us on our voyage. As he appeared to be a very ihrewd ■_ 
aflive fellow, and there was a probability of his being made ufeful, I Mondays, 
accepted of his fcrvices, to which the chief confented, though with a 
mixture of regret, and a f riendly regard for Jack’s future advantage and 
fuccefs. After being faluted with four guns, a compliment which Tianna 
had received, and taking a very affe£lionate leave of his interpreter, 
Kahowmotoo departed with the moft friendly alfurance, that whenever we 
fhould think proper to viTit his diftri^i, we Ihould be abundantly fup- 
plied with refrelhments. 

A light breeze, chiefly from the fouth, advanced us flowly towards 
the north point of Owhyhee, until the trade wind at e.n.e. no longer 
intercepted by, the high, ..mountains which compofe the ifland, met us ; 
when we direfted our courfe towards Woahoo. Early in the rooming 
of the 6th, being well in with the ifland of Tahoorowa, the Chatham’s Tuefday 6. 
lignal was made to denote our fltuation in bearing up along the fouth 
fide of that ifland ; but as neither this nor fome previous fignals had 
been acknowledged, I concluded the Chatham had remained becalmed 
under the high land of Owhyhee ; whilfl; we had benefited by a very fine 
gale, owing to our being a little further advanced ; and Woahoo being our 
next appointed rendezvous, a long reparation could not be apprehended. 

The trade wind blew ftrong from the n. e. until we were under the lee 
of Ranai, when light and variable winds fucceeded. At noon Tahoo- 
rowa by compafs bore s. 884. ; the s.w. part of Mowee n. 79 e.; the 
call point of Ranai n.6oe.; fouth point n. 20E.; north well point 
N. 18 w. ; and Ihe weftern part of Morotoi indiftinftly feen, bore n.n.w. 

In this fituation the latitude was obferved to be 20“ \i', longitude by the 
chronometer 203” 2'. The fouth point of Ranai being the neareft land, 
was about four miles dillant, and was placed by our obfervations 1' fouth, 
and 5 j to the weft of the fituation alfigned to it by Captain King. In 
the afternoon fome few of the natives vifited us from Ranai, merely, I 
believe to latisfy their curiofity, as they brought with them fcarcely any 
thing for barter. Indeed, the dreary and defolate appearance of their 
ifland, leemed a fulficient apology for their coming anpty handed. The 
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March apparent fterility of the ifland, and the few fcattered miferable habita- 
tions which we were able with our glaffes to difcern, indicated die part 
of it now prefented to our view to be very thinly inhabited, and incapa* 
ble of affording any of its produ 61 ;ions to ftrangers. During the after- 
-noon we proceeded to the north along the weft fide of Ranai ; and, to- 
wards fun-fet again met the trade wind, which about midnight brought 
us in fight of Woahoo, bearing by compafs weft 6 or 7 miles diftant. 
Wednef. 7, We plied until day light, when we direfted our courfe along the fouth 
fide of that ifland, whofe eaftern fhores bear a fimilar defolate appearance 
to thofe of Ranai, and are principally compofed of barren rocks and high 
• precipices, which fall perpendicularly into the fca. We did not pafs at a 
greater diftance than a league, yet verdure or cultivation was not any 
where to be fecn. From its eaft point the north eaft fide of Woahoo 
takes a direftion n. 35 w. off which are fcattered fome fmall detached 
iflets and rocks ; the northernmoft of thefe which we faw, is a low flat 
rock, lying from the eaft point N.22 w. 3 or 4 leagues diftant; and near 
the Ihorc was a hill whofe furamit bears the appearance of a volcanic 
crater. The land to the north of the eaft point feemed much indented, 
but whether capable of affording any flicker or not, we were too far off 
• to difcern. On the fouth eaft part of thfe^ifland are two remarkable pro- 
montories, which lie from each other s. 81 w. and n. 8 i e. about 7 miles 
afunder ; the firft or eafternmoll of thefe is formed of barren rocky cliffs, 
rifing fo fuddenly from the fea, that to»all appearance vcffels might brufli 
their fides in palfing them; whence the lai^falls a little back, and forms a 
(hallow bay in a northern direftion, where the different colours in the 
water indicated a rocky bottom ; on the beach the ‘furf broke very 
violently, behind which a lagoon extended fome diftance to the north- 
ward. Should the bottom be found good, veffels might ride in this bay 
tolerably well protected againft the general trade wind ; but as our place 
of rendezvous was round the fecond promontory, we did not 'examine 
it in a more particular manner. Continuing our courfe, about nine wc 
hauled round the reef which lies ^bout a quarter of a mile from that 
point, and had foundings from 22 to 10 fathoms ; in which latter depth 
of water we anchored about ten o’clock, the bottom fand and pieces of 
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finall coral. This promontory, which i& the fouth point of the ifland, 

has alfo on its top the appearance of a crater, formed by volcanic 'n* 

eruptions ; this bore by compafs N.82 £. ; the outward part of the reef 
s. 81 E. ; the wefternmoft part of Ae land in fight n. 82 w. ; a break in 
the reef, which extends at irregular diKhinces along the Chore, n. 20 w. ; 
a low fandy point, near the weft end of a large Indian village n. 7 w. t 
and the middle of the village, (where, the natives informed us, we might 
land in perfe 61 : fafety with our boats,) n.n.e. about 2 miles diftant. 

We examined a confiderable fpace around the lliip, and found in Chore 
the fame defeription of bottom, though the coral which principally 
compofed it was of fo foft a nature, as to caufe little apprehenfion 
for the fafety of our cables. The depth of water within us gradually 
decreafed to 6 fathoms, and without, to the diftance of nearly a mile, 
as gradually increafed to 25 and 30 fathoms, where the bottom was found 
to be a fine grey fand. 

As our quarter deck required caulking, the carpenters were immediately 
employed on this bufmefs. Some few of the natives vifited us from 
the Chore, who brought in their canoes a very fparing fupply of re- 
freChments, aniongft which, tiUkmuCk and water melons made no in- 
confiderable part, and .were very excellent of their kinds. The fituation 
occupied by us in this bay, which the natives call Whyteete, feemed 
nearly as eligible as moft of ihe^ anchoring places thefe iflands are ge- 
nerally found to afford. The inhabitants were exceffively orderly and 
docile, although there was not a chief or any perCbn of diftintlion amongft 
them to enforce, their good behaviour ; neither man nor woman attempt- 
ed to come on bo;wd, without firft obtaining ijerraiffion ; and when 
this w'as refufed, they remained perfeftly quiet in their canoes alongfide. 

The information obtained at Owhyhee, that Titeere and Taio, with 
moft of* the principal chiefs and warriors of this ifland, and thofe to lee- 
ward, were on a hoftile expedition at Morotoi and Mowee, was here 
confirmed ; but differed as to the immediate caule of their abfence, which 
was now reprefented to be for the purpofe of repelling an invafion 
likely to take place from Owhyhee, by TamaaA^maaha, Kahowmotoo, 
and Tianna. Tliis, in a great meafure, feemed to account for the final! 
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AiZrch of inhabitants who vilited us, tlie wretched condition of their 

^ ^ j canoes, and tlie fcanty fupply of their country’s produce w^hich they 

brought to market. On the fhores, the villages appeared numerous, 
large, and in good repair ; and the furrounding country plcafmgly in- 
terfperfed with deep, though not extcnfiive valleys ; which, with the 
plains near the fea-fide, prelented a high degree of cultivation and fer- 
tility. The apparent docility of thefe people, who have been reprelent- 
ed by former vifitors as the moft daring and ynmanageablc of any who 
belong to the Sandwich iflands, might, probably, be attributed in a 
great meafure to the abfence of tlieir fighting men, and to our manifeft 
fuperiority in numbers, regularity in point of order, and military govern- 
ment ; which feemed to make a wonderful imprelfion on all who were 
permitted to come on board, and who, to a man, appeared very much 
afraid of fire-arms. This was evinced, on our mounting guard to poll 
the centinels round the Ihip. On this occafion they all haftily paddled 
towards tlie ftiorc, and it was not without much perfuafion that iJicy 
were induced to return. 

It appeared very fingular, that the war of which we had heard fo 
much, was not yet begun ; and Kahoxjmotoo, who had frequently men- 
tioned the fubjeft, faid they were not to begin the combat until after the 
expiration of fifteen months. If this information be correfl, defigns 
fo long premeditated, or preparations delayed fo long from being carried 
into execution, were hard to account for. Taio and Titeere had now 
been feveral months from their refpeftive governments. 

Our new fliip-mate Jack became very ufeful ; he iqok upon him to 
reprefent us in the mo/l formidable point of view to all his countrymen? 
magnifying our powers, and augmenting our numbers, and proclaim- 
ing that we were not traders, fuch as they had been accuftomed to fee ; 
but that we were belonging to King George, and were all mighty war- 
riors, This being his conflant difeourfe, it is not to be wondered that 
his countrymen became much intimidated ; and as this could be produc- 
tive of no ill confequcnces, we permitted Jack to proceed in his enco- 
miums, and unanimoufly agreed it would not be his fault, if we were 
n<5t in high repute amongd the iflanders. 


After 



After caulking the decks I purpofed to execute luch invial repairs* 
at this place, as might be found neceffary to the rigging, .&c. &c. pro- 
vided that water, for which I was alone felicitous, could be procuted ; 
as the abundant and excellent refrefliments we had obtained at Otaheite, 
and the high ftate of health which we had enjoyed fince our leaving 
Dufley bay, rendered fupplies of any other nature a fecondary confi- 
deration. 

For this pur pole, atteqded by two armed boats, and a guard of feven 
marines, 1 landed accompanied by Mr. Mudge, Mr. Whidbey, and 
Mr. Menzies. Our boats remained perfeftly quiet on the beach, having 
palfed to the Ihore between fome xocks, which completely protefted it 
from the. furf. The natives, who were prefent, received us in a very or- 
derly manner.* Two bufiling men with large Hicks, kept the few fpefta- 
tors at a refpeftful diftance : to thefe I made fomc prefents ; and, on 
inquiring for water, they dire6led us to fome Hagnant brackifli ponds 
near tlie beach. Thk being rejefted, we M'ere given to underftand that 
good water was to bt; had in abundance at fome diftance, to which they 
readily undertook to conduft us ; and as they all appeared friendly and 
pacific, the boats were left in charge of Mr. Swaine and Mr. Manby ; 
and we proceeded, with our guard, in fearch of the promifed fupply. 
Our guides led us to the northward through the village, to an exceed- 
ingly well-made caufeway, about twelve feet broad, with a ditch on each 
fide. 

I'his ojicnal to our view a fpacious plain, which, in the imme- 
diate* vicinity o( the village, had the appearance of the open common 
fields in England; but, on advancing, the major part appeared divi- 
ded into fields of irregular fhape and figure, which were feparated 
from each other by low Hone walls, and were in a very high ftate of 
cultivation. Thefe feveral portions of land were planted with the eddo 
or taro root, in different flages of inundation; none being perfeftly 
dry, and fomc from three to fix or feven inches under water. The 
caufeway led us near a mile from the beach, at the end of which was 
the water wc were in quell of. It was a rivulet five or fix feet wide, 
anrl about two or three feet deep, well banked up, and nearly motion- 
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le^; fome fmall rills only, finding a paflage through the dams that 
checked the iluggifh llream, by which a conflant fupply was afforded to 
the taro plantations. The water was excellent, but the road was too 
rough and hard for rolling our calks fuch a dillance, without expofing 
them to great damage. This induced me to make our guides under- 
Hand, that, if the inhabitants would colleft, and carry this water on 
board in gourds, they fhould be well rewarded for their trouble. The 
offer was inflantly communicated to their neighbours about us, who im- 
mediately replied, we fhould have an ample fupply the next day. At 
Uie termination of the caufeway, the paths of communication with the 
different fields or plantations were on thefe narrow ftone walls ; very 
rugged, and where one perfon only could pafs at a time. The gcntlenefs 
and civility of the natives tempted us to extend our walk through the 
plantations, which we found ver)' pleafant. A fine refrefhing breeze pre- 
vailed, and the Indians kept at a fufficient diflance to prevent their com- 
pany being incommodious. In this excurfion we found the land in a 
high ftate of cultivation, moftly under immediate crops of taro; and 
abounding with a variety of wild fowl, chiefly of the duck kind, fome 
of which our fportfmen fhot, and they were very fine eating. The fides 
of the hills, which were at fome diftance, feemed rocky and barren ; the 
intermediate vallies, 'which were all inhabited, produced fome large trees, 
and made a pleafing appearance. The^ plains, however, if we may judge 
from the labour beflowed on their cultivation, feem to afford the prin- 
cipal proportion of the different vegetable produ^Hons on which the in- 
habitants depend for their fubliftence. The foil, though tolerably rich, 
and producing rather a luxuriant abundance, differs very materially 
from that of Matavai, or the other parts of Otaheitc. At Woahoo, 
nature feems only to have a 61 ed a common part in her difpenfations of 
vegetable food for the fervice of man; and to have almoft confined 
them to the taro plant, the railing of which is attended with much care, 
ingenuity, and manual labour. In the fcveral parts of its culture, the 
inhabitants, whether planting, weeding, or gathering, muff, during the 
whole of thefe operations, be up to their middle in mud, and expofed 
to the rays of a vertical fun ; whereas, on the plains of Otaheite, the 
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furface teems, as it were, fpontaneoufly with the moft abundant pro- 
duce of efculent vegetables, without the help of induftry to fow, plant, » . — ..1* 
or rear them, or the afliftance of the aquedufts which thefe people 
conftruft with great labour and ingenuity to infure them a crop. 

There, the continued groves of the lofty and umbrageous bread fruit, 
apple, palm, and other trees, afford a delightful cool retreat to thofe 
favored iflanders ; here, the inhabitants know not the luxury of fuch re- 
tirement. Nor did it appear in the vegetable kingdom alone that nature 
here had been more favorable ; the human fpecies, though without doubt 
originally of the fame nation, differ exceflively ; and it would feem that 
the comparative benevolence of the Otaheiteans and thefe people was 
about equal to the natural fertility of the foil on which they refpeftively 
lived. It may however appear rather uncharitable to form any decided 
opinion on fo Ihort an acquaintance ; yet firft impreffions will ever have 
their influence on vifiting different countries under circumflances iimilar, 
or nearly fo. On fuch occaiions it is fcarcely poflible to avoid comparifons, 
in which one muft; neceffarily fuffer. On our landing at Otaheite, the 
effufions of friendlhip and hofpitality were evident in the countenances 
of every one we met. Each endeavoured to anticipate our wants or 
our wiftics by the moft fafcinat'mg attention, and by feduloufly ftriving ’ 
to be firft in performing any little fervice we required; inviting us to 
take refrefhments at every houfe^we approached, and manifefting a de- 
gree of kindnefs that would juftly be extolled amongft the moft poliflied 
nations. At Woahoo we were regarded with an unwelcome aufterity^ 
and our wants r treated by the generality with a negligent indifference. 

In the courfe of ourwalk they exhibited no afliduity to pleafe, nor did 
they appear apprehenfive left offence Ihould be given ; no refrefhments 
were offered, nor had we invitation to any of their houfes. Their ge- 
neral behaviour was diftantly civil, apparently direfted by a defire to 
eftablifh a peaceable intercourfe with ftrangers, from whom there was a 
profpeft of deriving many valuable acquilitio^s, which would be unat- 
tainable by any other mode of condu6l ; as they muft have been con- 
vinced immediately on our landing, that we were too powerful to be 
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^79** conquered, and too much upon our guard to fuflPer the Icaft indignity by 
« ‘ ^ furprize. I muft, however, do jufticc to the hofpitality of our two 

guides, who on our reaching the fliore took upon them the office of con- 
ftables ; and who had alfo each caufed a hog and a quantity of vegetables 
to be prepared for our entertainment. On our return this repaft was 
ready, and we were much intreated by them to partake of it ; but as it 
was now paft fun fet, we were under the neceflity of declining their 
civility; on which they very obligingly put oun intended fupper into the 
boats. I prefented each of our guides with an acceptable acknowledg- 
ment, and earneftly renewing my requeft of a fupply from the brook, 
which they promifed fliould be complied with the next day, we returned 
on board. 

7'owards midnight the Chatham arrived, and anchored a little to the 
weftward of die Difeovery. I foqn learned from Mr. Broughton that 
as I had fufpefted, his velfel had been becalmed the evening we parted 
until near one the next morning, when they flood towards Mowee ; but 
on his not being able to fee the Difeovery at day light, he fleered to the 
north weft along the fouthern fide of that ifland, and found an eligible an- 
choring place off its weftern part, with foundings regular and good ; and 
as the natives brought off a confiderablc quantity of water, he had great 
reafon to believe that article could there be readily procured. 

The few natives in our immediate ijeighbourhood, though they con- 
dufied themfcives in a very civil and fubmiffive manner, yet brought us 
Thurfday 8. fo little Water in the courfe of the next day, that I was induced to give up 
the idea of obtaining a fupply by their means, and to ♦proceed imme- 
diately to Attowai; where I was affured we fhould have that neceffary 
article completely within our own reach and power. Alter employing 
the forenoon in fetting up our rigging, and in other ufeful occupations, 
we weighed anchor, and fleered to the weftward. 

Anxious to communicate the intelligence of our progrefs to the offi- 
cer commanding the ftorqfhip, (this being one of the appointed rendez- 
vous,) I entrufted a letter to one of the natives, a very aftive fenfible 
fellow, who promifed to take great care of it, and to deliver it on the 
^ veffers 
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veflel’s arrival in this bay ; and for the faithful difcharge of this truft, he 
was alTured of receiving a very handfomc prefcnt, to which I promifed v-,— 
him an addition on my return. 

Whyteete bay is formed, by the land falling a little back round the 
fouth point of Woahoo; and although open above half tlie compals 
in the fouthern quarters, it is unqueftionably the moft eligible anchoring 
place in the ifland. We found the latitude of the (hip’s (lation by four 
good meridional altitudes,, to be 21" 16' 47" ; its longitude by the chro- 
nometer 202® 9' 37" ; and the variation of the compafs to be 7“ 50' eaft- 
wardly. Mr. Arnold’s chronometer on board the Chatham gave the 
longitude 201® 45' 30", allowing the rate as fettled at Otaheite ; our 
chronometer by the Portfmouth’ rate, (hewed the longitude to be 203® 

29' 50" ; but 602® 9' 37" is to be received as its true longitude. 

A fine breeze between five and fix brought us round the fouth weft 
part of Woahoo, which lies from the fouth point n. 82 w. 5 leagues 
diftant. This point is low flat land, with a reef round it, extending 
about a quarter of a mile from the (liorc. The reef and low land conti- 
nue forae diftance to the eaftward towards "Vniyteete bay, and form, be- 
tween the fouth and fouth- weft points, a large open (hallow bay, with high 
land rifing very irregularly at fome diftance from the beach; which, to- 
wards the fouth- weft point, appeared to be broken in two places, and to 
form lagoons that feemed capable of receiving boats and fmall craft. 

One of the natives, who was accompanying us to Attowai, informed me, 
that all along the (hore o(F thefc openings the bottom was rocky, and 
would cut our cables. This, with fome other circumftances, induced me 
to believe, that there was not any where in this fpacious bay fuch good 
anchorage as our laft flation. 

At eight in the evening, the weft point of Woahoo bore n. ^ e . 3 leagues 
diftant. , The Chatham being under the land becalmed, we foon loft fight 
of her. We continued our courfe under all fail, and to our great fiirprize 
came within fight of Attowai, by half pad four the next morning. The Friday 9. 
call end, by compafs, bore N.by w. at a trifling diftance, having gain- 
ed almoft 6 leagues in the night’s run from land to land, more than the 
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log afcertained ; which I concluded muft have been effefled by a very 

Marth; n i n 

-V— / ftrong north-weft current. 

At day-break, we bore away along the fouth fide of Attowai for Why- 
mea bay, where about nine o’clock we anchored, and moored a cable 
each way ; the depth of water was 24 fathoms, with a bottom of dark- 
grey fand and mud. The eaft point of the bay bearing, by compafs, 
s. 67 E. the weft point n. 70 w. ; and the river N.gx e ; about 2 miles 
diftant. 


CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER 11. 

TranfaBions at AUowai — The prince and regent v^t the Jhips — Fidelity 
of the natives — Obfervations m the change in the feverat governments of 
the Sandwich ijlands — Comrnercial purfuits of the Americans, 


By the time we had anchored, feveral of- the natives vifited us in the 179*. 
fame fubmiflive and orderly manner as at Woahoo, and appeared better 
provided. Towards noon, the Chatham arrived ; but the wind fhifting Friday 9. 
about prevented her coming to anchor until fun-fet, when ftie moored 
a little to the well ward of the flation we had taken. 

Our boats, guard, &c. being in readinefs, about one o’clock we pro- 
ceeded to the Ihore. Mr. Menzies accompanied me in the yawl, and . 

Mr. Puget followed with the euttcr and launch. The furf was not fo 
high as to prevent our landing witli eafe and fafety ; and we were re- 
ceived by the few natives prefen*, with nearly the fame fort of dillant 
civility which we experienced at Woahoo. 

A man, named Rehooa^ immediately undertook to preferve good or- 
der, and under! tanding we purpofed to remain fome days, caufed two 
excellent houfes to t)e tabooed for our fervicc ; one for the officers, the 
other for the working people, and for the guard, confilling of a fer- 
jeant and fix marines. Stakes were driven into the ground from the 
river to*the houfes, and thence acrofs the beach, giving us an allotment 
of as much fpace as we could poffibly have occafion for ; within which 
few encroachments were attempted. This bufinefs was executed by two 
men, whofe autliority the people prefent feemed to acknowledge and re- 
fpe£l, although they did not appear to us to be chiefs of any particuter 
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confequence. I made them fome very acceptable prcfents ; and a trade for 
provifions and fuel was foon eftablifhed. Certain of the natives, who had 
permillion to come within our lines, were employed in filling and roll- 
ing our water-cafles to and from the boats ; for which fervice they feemed 
highly gratified by the reward of a few beads or fmall nails. 

Having no reafon to be apprehenfive of any interruption to the har- 
mony and good underftanding that feemed to exift, and the afternoon be- 
ing invitingly pleafant ; with Mr. Menzies, our new fhip-mate Jack, and 
Rehaoaf I proceeded along the river-fide, and found the low country 
which ftretches from the foot of the mountains towards the fea, occupied 
principally with the taro plant, cultivated much in the fame manner as 
at Woahoo ; interfperfed with a few fugar cancs of luxuriant growth, 
and fome fweet potatoes. The latter are planted on dry ground, the 
former on the borders and partitions of the taro grounds, which here, 
as well as at Woahoo, would be infinitely more commodious were they 
a little broader, being at prefent fcarcely of fuflicient width to walk 
upon. This inconvenience may poflibly arife from a principle of ceco- 
nomy, and the fcarcity of naturally good land. The fides of the hills 
extending from thefe plantations to the commencement of the forefi, a 
fpace comprehending at leaft one half of the ifland, appeared to produce 
nothing but a coarfe fpiry grafs from an argillaceous foil, which had the 
appearance of having undergone the aftion of fire, and much refem- 
bled that called the red dirt in Jamaica, and there confidered little bet- 
ter than a caput mortuum. Moft of the culti\'ated lands being conli- 
derably above the level of the river, made it very difficult to account 
for their being fo uniformly well watered. The fides *bf the hills af- 
forded no running ftreams ; and admitting there had been a collection of 
water on their tops, they were all fo extremely perforated, that there 
was little chance of water finding any palfage to the taro plantations. 
Thefe perforations, which were numerous, were vifible at the termina- 
tion of the mountains, in perpendicular cliffs abruptly d(?fcending to the 
cultivated land ; and had the appearance of being the effeCl; of volcanic 
eruptiotis, though I fliould fuppole of very ancient date. As we pro- 
ceeded, our attention was arrefled by an objctl that greatly excited our 

admiration. 



ROUND THE WORLD. 


171 


admiration, and at once put an end to all conjefture on the means to . 

which %ie natives reforted for the watering of their plantations. A lofty u — ir"'< 
perpendicular cliff now prefented itfelf, which, by rifing immediately 
from the river, would have effeftually Hopped our further progrefs into 
the country, had it not been for an exceedingly well conftrufted wall of 
Hones and clay about twenty-four feet high, raifed from the bottom by the 
fide of the cliff, which not only ferved as a pafs into the country, but alfo 
as an aqueduft, to convey the water brought thither by great labour from 
a conliderable diflance; the place where the river defeends from the moun- 
tains affording the planters an abundant ftream, for the purpofe to 
which it is fo advantageoufly applied. This wall, which did no lefs credit 
to the mind of the projeftor than to the (kill of the builder, terminated 
the extent of our walk ; from whence we returned through the plantations, 
whofc highly-improved Hate imprelfed us wnth a very favorable opinion 
of the induftry and ingenuity of the inhabitants. 

On our arrival at the beach, I had the comfort of finding all things in 
perfc6lly good order. As the trading and working party were extremely 
well lodged, it was reafonable to believe that our bufinefs would not only be 
much facilitated, but that a more plentiful fupply of refrefhments would, 
probably, be procured, by allowing them to remain on fhore. This in- - 
duced me to leave Mr. Puget in charge of the party, and I returned on 
board perfe6tly faiisfied with the fafety of their fituation. 

Like our treatment at Woahbo, our reception here was not of that 
hearty, friendly nature, I had been accuftomed to experience from our 
foutlicrii friends. The eagernefs, nay even avidity, with which the men 
here aflifled in the proflitution of the women ; and the readinefs of the 
whole fex, without any exception, to furrender their perfons without the 
leafl importunity, could not fail, at the moment, to incur our cenfure 
and diflike ; andj on refleftion, our difgulf and averfion. I have read 
much, and feen fomething in iny feveral vifits to this ocean, of the ob- 
feenity attributed to the inhabitants of Otaheite and the Society iflands ; 
but no indecency that ever came under my obfervation, could be com- 
pared with the exccffive wantonnefs preftmted in tliis excurfion. Had 
this levity, now fo offenfively confpicuous, been exhibited in my former 
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vifits to thefe iflands, its impreflions could not have been effaced, and 
it muff have been recollefted at this time with all the abhorrendl which 
it would at firft have naturally created ; but as no remembrance of fuch 
behaviour occurred, I was induced to confider this licentioufnefs as a 
perfetlly new acquirement, taught, perhaps, by the different civilized vo- 
luptuaries, who, for fome years part, have been tlieir conilant vilitors. 

At Woahoo, and alfo on our arrival here, we were given to under- 
lland that there were Engliflimen refident on this ifland. 

One of them, a young man about feventeen years of age, whole name 
was Rowbottom, came on board in a large double canoe ; who faid he was 
of Derbyfliire, that he had failed from England about five years fince in an 
Indiaman to China, which Ihip he had quitted in order to engage with 
fome of the veffels in the fur trade between North-Weft. America and 


China ; and that he had, ever lince, been thus employed in the American 
fervice. He informed me, that himfelf, John Williams a Welchman, and 
James Coleman an Iriftiman, had been left at Onchow, in order that they 
might return to this ifland for the purpofe of collc6ling fandal-wood, and 
pearls, for their mafter John Kendrick, an American, commanding the 
brig Lady Walhington, in whofe fervice they ftill remained at the wages 
• of eight dollars per month. The Lady Walhington had quitted thefe 
iflands the preceding Oflober, bound to New England, with a cargo of 
furs to difpofe of in her way thither at China : flie was immediately to re- 
turn from Bofton, and having fpent the 'next winter in North- Well Ame- 
rica, was, in the autumn of the enfuing year, to call for thefe men at 
Attowai, and take in a cargo of fandal-wood for the Indian market, 
with fuch pearls as they might have collcfted. 

With Rowbottom came two chiefs, the one named No-ma-tee-he-tee, 
the other Too; both of whom he faid would be ufeful at Attowai and 
Onchow. On making thefe chiefs each a prefent, with which they were 
greatly pleafed, they faid they were direfted by the king, or ratlber the 
prince Ta-moo-eree, (who is a boy, and the eldeft fon of Tado the fove- 
reign of this and the neighbouring iflands) to fay, that Enemoh, the re- 
gent in Taio’s abfence, and Tamooeree, would be with us in a day or 
tw^; giving me to underlland that Enemoh was the principal afting 

officer. 



ROUND THE WORLD. 


*73 


officer. A mefienger was immediately difpatched to reqaefl; of his high- 
nefs, that, as my flay would be very (hort, he would do me the favor 
to lofe no time in giving us the honor of his company; and, as a 
pledge of our friendly difpofition, I fent him a large axe as a prefent. 

Our young countryman faid it was highly important to have the ilri^- 
ell watch over the behaviour of thefe people ; for although he conceived 
our force was too great for them to attempt any thing hoftile with the 
leaft profpeft of fuccefs, yet he could not determine how far their am- 
bitious views might lead tliem, as, fince their fuccefs in taking a fchoon- 
er at Owhyhee, they had become fo elated, that they had attempted 
to take a brig at Mowee. 

The fchooner belonged to a Mr. Medcalf, an American trader, who 
having 6een iiicccfsful in the fur trade, equipped and entrufted her to 
the command of his fon, who failed with eight men from Macoa, in order 
to profecute that branch of commerce. This veflcl was captured at 
Owhyhee ; but as Rowbottom’s narrative of the fafts was afterwards 
found erroneous, the particulars of the enterprize, from better authori- 
ty, will be given in a future chapter. 

Nomateehetee and Too^ with other natives prelent, confirmed the in- 
telligence of this atrocious aft, and, at the lame time, highly reprobated, 
the inhuman murder of the crew, who were all put to death excepting 
one man. Tianna was accufed by them of having projefted this wicked 
fchemc, and of having perpetrated the horrible malfacre ; but they po- 
fitively denied that Taio, who had been fufpefted of meditating the capture 
of the brig at Mowee, had any knowledge of that bulinefs ; faying, that 
it was intirely the aft of the people of Mowee. On becoming acquaint- 
ed with thefe daring and ambitious deligns, I inquired, what reception 
Tianna w'ould have experienced had he accompanied us from Owhyiiee ? 
Every one prelent feemed to be aftonilhed at his entertaining fuch an 
idea, and agreed that he would have been put to death the inftant he 
had landed, as they all confidered him as their moll inveterate enemy. 
I'hefe reports, and the obfervations that were made by the natives irj 
confequence of their being related to me, gave me great reafon to ap- 
prehend that Tianna’^ intentions of accompanying us hither, which pn 
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reflexion he had thought proper to decline, were not di£lated by mo- 
tives of the. raoft friendly and difintereiled nature. 

Thefe unwelcome tidings being concluded, Mr. Broughton attended 
me on fhore with the two chiefs and the young Englifhman, who was 
extremely ferviceable to us as an interpreter ; and pointed out to the 
natives our friendly intentions towards them, and the manner in which 
they (hould conduft themfelves, not only to infure our good opinion, but to 
obtain the advantages that would eventually refult to themfelves from our 
vifit. On landing, I underftood from Mr. Puget that every thing was, 
and had been, condufted with the greatefl propriety and good order by 
all parties. Trade for provifions, wood, &c. was going on very brilkly, 
and our I'upply of water was equal to oiur wifhes. 

Matters thus pleafantly circumftanced, we embarked vdth Mr. Men- 
zies and Mr. Whidbey, who had accompanied us on fhorc, in a double 
canoe to examine the river, which, at the diflance of about half a league 
from the entrance, divides into two branches, one llietching towards the 
E.N.E. ; the other, feemingly the furtheft navigable, took a nortlierly 
direftion, in which however we w’ere not able to advance more than five 
hundred yards beyond the wall we had vifited the preceding evening. 

, , Here we landed, and confidered ourfelves about three miles from the fea- 
fide, to which we now returned by a path fomewhat nearer the foot of 
the mountains than before, through a fimilar country ; and were on this 
occafion more peftered and difgufted,*if poflible, with the obfeene im- 
portunities of the women, than on our former excurfion. 

Nomaleehetee returned with us to dinner ; Too remained with Rehooa to 
Sunday it. aflTift our party on Ihore. The next morning Nomatee}ietee produced a 
lift of certificates from four different commanders of trading veffels who 
had lately vifited thefe iflands. The firft, dated in april 1791, figned by 
J. Colnett of tire Argonaut, recommended this chief to the notice ol' 
future vifitors ; but the others figned by J. Ingram ol‘ the Hope, 'Pho- 
mas Barnet of the Guftavus, and John Kendrick of the Lady Wafhing- 
ton, the two former without dates, the latter dated 27 o6lober, 1791, 
all direft that the greateft circumfpeftion ftiould be obferved in the in- 
te|COurfe of ftrangers with thefe iflanders, notwithftanding the good 
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opinion entertained of their fidelity, or the recommendation given, by 
Mr. Colnett. I told Nomateehetee the paper fpoke much in his praile and 
favor, and defired that he would not omit (hewing it to the commander 
of the next and every other velTel that might arrive at Attowai, which 
he promifed to do, and requeflcd it might remain on board until our 
departure. 

The caulkers having finifhed the quarter deck of the Difcovery, they 
were fent on board the Chailiam to execute a limilar fervice. 

Another of the party left by the Lady Walhington now made his 
appearance, which did not fpeak much in his favor. This man’s name 
was Coleman, and Rowbottom had faid^ he was of Ireland, which the 
man himfelf pofitively denied, and declared he was 'an Apnerican, born 
at New Vork., He had in moll refpe^ adopted the cuiloms of the na- 
tives, particularly in drefs, or father ijr nakednefs ; for, excepting the 
maro, which he wore with much lefs decency than the generality of the 
inhabitants, he was perfeftly naked, and the colour of his (kin was lit- 
tle whiter than the faireft of thefe people. I ailced him what he had 
done with his former clothes ; to which he anfwered with a fnecr, that 
“ they were hanging up in a houlc for the admiration of the natives”; 
and (ccincd greatly to exult in having degenerated into a favage way 
life. He acquainted me, that he was charged with a melTage from the 
prince, to a(k what flay I intended to make, and to inquire if we were 
friendly and peateably difpofed. • I defired he would inform the prince, 
that wc (liould depart the infiant a fupply of water was obtained ; that I 
was very defirous of having an interview both with him and Enemoh, but 
that 1 could not be detained for this purpofe ; and that, as a further 
pledge of the favorable difpofition we bore towards him and his people, 
1 defired he would prefent to the prince a piece of fcarlet cloth in my 
name. With this embalTy he immediately fet off, after affuring me that 
the prince and regent, with many other chiefs, would pay us their re- 
fpe6Ls by noon the next day. 

The afternoon being delightfully plcafant, I made a fmall excurfion to 
the wellward along the beach ; and on returning, obl'erved the hills to 
the call ward of the river to be on fire from a conuderable height,! in 
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Aiareh Particular dire£Iions, down towards the water’s edge. I was by no means 
pleafed with this appearance, well knowing that fires are generally re- 
forted to by thefe and other rude nations as the iignal for colle6ling the 
diilant inhabitants, when an enterprize or fcheme is meditated to be 
carried into efFc£l. 

I defired Rowbottom to attend to the converfation of the Indians who 
were near ; but he colle61ed nothing from them in our walk that could 
give rife to fufpicion. On joining the fhore party, I afkcd Nomateehdee 
and Ibme other chiefs, what was the caufc of tfiis extenfive conflagration. 
Some replied, it was to announce the arrival of the prince, the regent, 
and other great chiefs in this neighbourhood on the morrow; whilfl 
others contended it was for no other puvpofe than that of burning the 
weeds. This difagreement in opinion concerning the caufe of fd unufual 
an appearance, was far from being fatisfa6lory. The furf ran very high, 
and other circumftances concurred to render the embarkation of our 
working party very inconvenient ; in addition to which, I did not think 
it prudent to manifeft our apprehenfions by a fudden and haf^y retreat. 
The party on fhore amounting to twenty armed perfons was tolerably 
ftrong. Mr. Puget had dire6lions to be vigilantly on his guard ; and he 
• ’^s informed that the two launches, armed and provided with falfe fires 
to make fignals in cafe of alarm, would be flalioned as clofe to the 
beach as the furf would permit during the night, in cafe he fhould need 
further affiftance. Having taken thefe* precautions 1 returned on board, 
with the hope, that in the event of any tumult little danger was to be 
apprehended. During the night, the chiefs who had taken up their lodg- 
ings near our party, frequently \ifited the beach near where our boats 
rode ; and feemed inquifitive as to the caufe of the precautions which 
they beheld. 'I’he night however palled without the leafi; interruption ; 
and in the morning the natives were again trading in their ufually cis il 
and friendly manner. 

Monday 12. Our fupply of Water was completed the next day ; and the few hogs 
and vegetables we were able to purchafe were received from the fhore. 
As the market no longer afforded provifions, and as our bufinefs was now 
fimfhed, direftions were given for the embarkation of the party in the 
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afternoon, it being my intention the next day to fail for Onchow. The ^^79*^ 

furf having prodigioufly increafed, Mr. Puget, on thefe orders being 
delivered to him, reprefented to me, that he was fearful our people would 
not be able to reach the boats with their arms without expofing themfelves 
to fome danger. Conceiving that with the affiflance of a canoe, which 
hitherto had been the general mode of conveyance between our boats 
and the Chore, there would be little hazard, 1 deiired he would ufe his 
utmoft endeavours to get^voff ; as the re-appearance of the fires on the 
hills, and the non-appearance of either prince or regent, indicated a 
pofiibility that the natives might have thought proper to difcontinue 
their former fervices and good behaviour. 

In the evening our boats returned ; they had been fome time detained 
by the abfenee of a man belonging to the Chatham, who had ftrayed 
from the party, and whom at length they had been obliged to leave be- 
hind. To effeft the embarkation, Mr. Puget had procured a large 
double canoe, which unfortunately was ftove and fwamped the firft trip ; 
but by the exertions of thofe in the boats every perfon had happily been 
faved, though amongft them were fome who could not fwim. By this 
accident two mufkets, three axes, a crofs cut faw, and a fet of accou- 
trements went to the bottom, but they had recovered one of the 
kets. Several articles belonging to the officers who had been on fhore 
on duty could not be taken without imminent danger of being loft, as 
thofe on fhore after the lofs of the canoe had to fwim to the boats 
through the furf. Amongft thefe were fome arms, and a valuable dou- 
ble barrelled fowling piece, which were left in the charge of NomaUehetee, 
who tabooed them ; ^nd, with John Williams, (the Welchman left by the 
Lady Wafhington,) gave every affurance of their fecurity; tovinfure 
which, they both propofed to fleep in the houfe where the valuables 
were depofited. Mr. Puget leemed to entertain great confidence of the 
fafety of the articles and of their being all forthcoming; but 1 muft 
own, I expefted that this neceffity would put their fidelity feverely to 
the teft, and might eventually be the means of preventing our interview 
with the prince and regent ; efpecially as Williams had returned with an 
apology for their having broken their engagement, which he faid bad 
. VoL. I, A a been 
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been occafioned by exceffivc f^gue ; but that wc might rely on i^ing 
them the next morning. This unpleafant flate of furpenfe occafioned me 
fome anxiety ; but at day-break I was agreeably relieved by receiving 
a meffage that the prince and regent were arrived at Whymea. 

Mr. Puget was difpatched to the Ihore for the purpofe of obtaining 
the things which had been left behind, and with dire3:ions to ufe every 
poffible means to imprels the prince and regent with our friendly dif^ 
pofition, and to prevail on them to vifit the fhips. In thefc refpe£ls he 
had the good fortune to fucceed, and communicated to me the follow- 
ing particulars of his reception. 

On landing, he was received with great marks of friendlhip and cor- 
diality by Enmoh^ who is an elderly chief; guardian to the Children of 
Thw, king of the ifland, and regent during his abfence. 'At fome dif- 
tance the young prince was ieated in a man’s lap, to whom Mr. Puget 
hafiened to pay his refpeds, and had the fatisfa6lion of feeing him well 
pleafed with the prefents he made him on this occafion. Having fettled 
the bufinefs of their vifiting the fhips, to which Enemoh had confented, he 
was extremely anxious to become acquainted with the fate of the feveral 
articles which he had intrufted to the care of Williams and Nomateehetee 
prece<fing evening. Much to their credit and honor, he not only found 
every thing he had configned to their proteflion and integrity, but alfo the 
mufket with its bayonet, and crofs cut faw, which had been loll out of the 
canoe, but which in the courfe of the flight had been recovered by the 
natives ; who promifed, that the axes which were not yet obtained fhould 
likewife be reftored, the inflant they were recovered. The feveral articles 
being colle6led and lent down to the boat, with thq man belonging to 
the Chatham who had been left on Ihore the preceding evening, Mr. 
Puget acquainted Enemoh that he was ready to attend them on board. 
Enemoh replkd that, with refpe6l to himfelf, he had not the leaft objec- 
tion to accompany Mr. Puget with the young prince and TipwMt a 
young chief about the prince’s age, who feemed his principal compa- 
nion ; but that he was now prevented following his own inclinations by 
the chiefs who were prefent, and fome women apparently of great con- 
fequence, who collc£lively demanded an hoftage to be left with them 
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on ihore, whilft we on board were honored with the company of thefc jjTOj 
illuftrious perfonages. On Mr. Puget’s receiving and making known 
my orders, that Mr. Manby and Mr. Sheriff (hould remain behind in 
compliance with their delires, a general approbation was exprefled by all 
prefent, and the regent with fome attendants embarked ; faying, that on 
his return the prince and his young friend (hould go on board, but that 
the ifland could not be left wi^out either the prince or the regent. 

On Enmoh’s coming ^n board he afieded to recolleft me, and faid we 
had been acquainted when I was at Attowai with Captain Cook ; and, to 
recall himfelf to my remembrance added, that he was prefent when I gave 
a lock of my hair to Tah, which Tado had ever fince preferved, and ah 
ways carried about him ; and that he, Enenbh, had on 4hat occafion re> 
quelled a firailar pledge of friendll^p, which, however, 1 thought pro> 
per to decline. Thefe circumllances were very likely to have taken 
place, although at the moment they did not recur to my memory. 

A dozen hogs, and a quantity of mats and cloth, being prefented by 
Enemoh, I made no delay in ofifering a fuitable return, with which, how- 
ever, he did not feem either delighted or fatisfied. This produced an in- 
quiry on my part ; on which he frankly acknowledged, that the prelent I 
had made him was a very liberal one, but that he would gladly give up th? 
whole for a mulket, or even for a pillol. Thefe engines of dellru6lion had 
been uniformly folicited with the greatell ardency, by every native of the 
leall confequence with whom w£ had any dealings ; and 1 had frequently 
been much perplexed how, without offence, to refufe complying with re- 
quelb fo importunate, and, at the fame time, in my humble opinion, lb 
repugnant to the c^ufe of humanity. On this occafion I availed myfelf 
of our peculiar fituation, as it had refpe£l to the trading veffels which 
he had been accullomed to vifit ; and informed him, that the Ihip, and 
every thing Ihe contained, belonged to His Majelly King George, who 
had tabooed mufkets, piltols, and various other articles. On this gun- 
powder and balls were immediately folicited ; but, on being told that 
tljefe were under fimilar reftriftions, he remained filent, and Teemed very 
thoughtful. At length, conceiving no importunities would avail, he re- 
covered himfelf, and became as fuddenly cheerful, as on the refufai of 
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^79** his favorite weapons he had feemed deje£led. He now (hook me very 
heartily by the hand, and faid, lince arms and ammunition were tabooed, 
he muft acknowledge that the prefents he and his friends had received 
were very ample, and that they had rcafon to be highly fatisfied. Enemok 
recommended in the ftrongeft tnrms the attendance of Nomateehetee and 
Too on our palTage to Onchow, where they would be very ferviceable in 
procuring us the different produftions, and would prevent any diforderly 
behaviour on the part of die inhabitants. His^opinion of his own im- 
portance was greatly flattered by our falutmg him with four guns on his 
departure ; and he took leave with every appearance of being extremely 
gratified with his vifit. 

Mr. Puget, who had to execute the ifemaining part of his cmbafly, 
attended the venerable old chief and his fuite on board the Chatham, 
where they paid their refpe6ls to Mr. Broughton ; and, having received 
fome prefents from that gentleman, they proceeded to the fliore. On 
landing, Enemok expofed the feveral articles which had been given to 
him, and recounted the treatment he had received. 

Although Mr. Puget was much pleafed with the fatisfa6lion and happi- 
lels which the vifit had afforded all prefent, he was much difappointed on 
inderllanding that the embarkation of the prince and his young friend 
vould not take place. On his fearching for the caufe of this hidden altera- 
;ion, and pointing out to Enemok the reception he had met, the prefents he 
lad received, and afliiring him, that we liad no with or defire but to Ihew 
;he fame marks of refpeft and friendfhip to Tamooere, which he had given 
is an opportunity of paying to him (all of which were readily admitted) ; 
Enemo, with fome hefitation, explained ; and at length the reafon was 
lifcovered to have proceeded from their having obferved, that the two 
[entlemen who had been left as hoftages, were down on the beach near 
he boats, and they fuppofed were going on board without waiting the 
eturn of the prince to the fliore. Mr. Puget inftantly removed their 
pprehenfions, when all objeftions ceafed ; and the prince and his young 
ompanion were now as eager to get to the boat, as they before had 
>Cen willing to return on the demur of the regent ; from whom Mr. 
*u^t underftood, tliat fome hogs and vegetables were every minute 
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expefted to arrive. But not thinking it advifeable to wait« left any other *79*- 
objeftion might arife and detain the prince on fliore, he immedately . . 

put off, leaving Mr. Manby and Mr. Sheriff in their former lituation as 
hoftages. 

I was much pleafed with the appearance and behaviour of this young 
prince, who feeraed to be about twelve years of age. In his coun- 
tenance was exhibited much affability and cheerfulnefs ; and, on clofely 
obferving his features, tl^iey had infinitely more the refemblance of an 
European, than of thofe which generally charaflerize thefe iflanders ; be- 
ing deftirute of that natural ferocity fo confpicuous in the perfons about 
him. In thefe refpe£ls, and in the quicknefs of his comprehenfion and 
ideas, he greatly furpaffed his young friend and companion Tipoonc. 

At firft, he was not without confiderable agitation, marked as evidently 
by the fenfibility of his countenance, as by his a£lions ; in conftantly 
clinging to me, and repeatedly fainting me according to their cut 
tom, by touching nofes. I foon diftipated his fears by a few trifling 
prefents, and encouraged him to vifit every part of the ftiip. His in- 
quiries and obfervations, on this occafion, were not, as might have 
been expefled from his ^gei, direfled to trivial matters ; which either 
cfcaped his notice, or were by him deemed unworthy of it ; but to fi^r 
circumftanccs alone, as would have authorized queftions from perfons 
of matured years and fome experience. He condu 6 i:ed himfelf with a 
great degree of good breeding, aSid applied to Rowbottom or Williams, 
who were with him, to know if he might be permitted, or it were proper, 
to make this, or that inquiry ; and never moved forward, or fat down, 
without firft inquiring, if, by fo doing, he fliould incur any difpleafure. 

It was now about our dinner-time. His young friend Tipoone did not 
fail to partake of our repaft, whilft the prince feemed infinitely more 
entertained with the feveral new obje£ls that furrounded him, and, I 
believe, would have returned to the fhore perfeftly latlsfied with his 
vifit, had I offered him nothing more. Confidering, however, that 
fome acknowledgment was due for their care, and honefty in reftorihg 
not only the articles, which through neceffity had been committed 
to their charge, but fuch as were recovered from the fea; when 
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*79«* dinner was ended, I prcfented Tamooere with nearly a duplicate aiTort- 
ment of the valuables I had, in the forenoon, given to Enmoh, with 
fome few other things that feemed particularly to attrafl his attention. 
Amongft thefe was a quantity of wine and rum, for which thefe iflan- 
ders, like our fouthern friends, have acquired no inconlidcrable relifh. 
I prefented likewife to his friend a colleflion of valuables ; and gave 
to each of his attendants fome trivial article, with which they feemed 
agreeably furprized, as this compliment was e;^pe£led by none of them. 
Our countrymen who were in the habit of living with the prince, 
w^re inftrufted to imprefs on the minds of the royal party and the in- 
habitants in general, that the liberality they had experienced was wholly 
to be afcribed to their own civil, orderly, and honeft behaviour ; and, 
that, (in addition to what they had received,) as a particular tellimony of 
my approbation of their condufl, if they would remain on board until 
it was dark they fhould be entertained with a difplay of fire-works. 
Tamoeree, though well fatisfied that our intentions were pacific and 
friendly, and though perfeftly reconciled to his fituation on board, yet 
requefted he might be permitted to go on fhore, and, if Enemoh had 
no obje£lion, he would return. He intreated us to remain a few 
"tfifys, to enable him to make us fome return for our civilities, in hogs 
and vegetables ; a fupply of which, he expefted, were already at the 
beach ; but as we had accomplilhed all the bufinefs for which we had 
flopped at this ifland, and being defircMs of obtaining from Oncliow a 
flock of yams, (a vegetable that Attowai did not at that time afford) I 
gave the young prince to underfland, that if the wind fliould prove fa- 
vorable in the courfe of the night, we fhould, on a certainty, depart for 
Onchow. 

After vifiting the Chatham with the prince, Mr. Puget returned with 
his charge to the fhore ; where the party was received with the greatefl 
cordiality by a large concourfe of the natives, who, under the re/lri£tion,s 
of the taioo, were kept in excellent order. The prince was carried on 
a man’s Ihoulders and feated in the houfe which our officers occupied. 

, There heiro foon joined by EnmoK with a large train of attendants, who 
tinanimoufli.iW,elkd their fittislaaion and gratitude for the treatment 
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their young chief had experienced; of which, the valaablie prelents 
brought from the fliips bore undeniable teftimony. 

Not feeing, nor hearing any tidings of, the promifed fupply of pro- 
vlfions, nor difcovering any inclination in the royal party to return for 
the purpofe of attending the fire-works, Mr. Puget took his leave and 
repaired on board. Previoufly to his quitting the fliore, the prince found 
out that tlie exhibition could be equally well feen from the beach, and 
therefore requefted he mj^ht be indulged. 

As our young friend was anxioufly waiting, with a large crowd of his 
countrymen, in expe6iation of fomething new, as foon as it became 
dark I ordered fome fky and water rockets to be difplayed. Nomatee- 
hetee and, Too, who, with feveral of the natives, male and female, had 
begged a palPige to Onchow, obferved the rockets with infinite furprize 
and admiration, as did the concourfe of people alTembled on fhore; 
which was announced to us by their repeated burfls of acclamation, 
diftinftly heard, though at the dillance of nearly two miles. 

I fliould be guilty of an unpardonable injuftice to thele people, were 
I to neglcft this opportunity of obferving, that the faithful perform- 
ance of* their engagement with Mr. Puget, combined with thofe prin- 
ciples of honcfly that direfled the reftoration of the articles recovered" 
from the fea, produced in our minds opinions very contrary to thofe 
which we had, perhaps too haflily, formed of Attowai, on the report of the 
recent vifitors to this country ; arid which, on the prejudice of our firft 
impreflions, were confirmed greatly to the difadvantage of the general 
charafter, to which, it now appeared, thefe iflanders were entitled. The 
reports, however, ought not to be confidered as having originated with- 
out caufe ; though, in all likelihood, tran/greflions may have been com- 
mitted by flrangers as well as by the natives, and the want of a fufficient 
knowledge of each other’s language, may have provoked mutual aggrefli- 
on, which, otherways, would not, fo repeatedly, have produced mii’under- 
ftandings. That the natives had not been faithfully dealt with on all occafi- 
ons, feemed evident, from the prince or regent demanding an hoAage for 
their fafc return, on their con/enting to venture them/elves amongfi us; 
a circumftance that had never before occurred in any of my vifits to the 
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iflands in this ocean. And, that they are capable of being taught by proper 
leflToas and examples how to refpeft the property of others, is placed out 
of doubt by the exercife of thofe principles of reftitude that direfted the 
honorable reftoration of the mulket and tools which they recovered from 
the fea ; and this alfo affords reafonable grounds to believe, that, on their 
being convinced that irregularities and frauds are not to be committed 
with impunity, all the inhabitants of thefe iflands would foon be induced 
to avoid difgrace and punifhment, and fecure, the advantages refulting 
from the fricndfhip of the more civilized world. Nothing could mani- 
fefl more powerfully their being already extremely confcious of this 
important intereft, than the faithful difcharge of the truft repofed in them 
by Mr. Puget, and the delivery of the* valuables recovered opt of the 
water, which might have been fecreted and with-held v^ithout fear of 
dete6lion, and for which they were not requefled to fearch ; nor was 
any reward offered to thofe who might exert themfelves to procure them. 
We might poffibly be in fomc meafure indebted for the good behaviour 
of the natives, to the confidence that the chiefs had reafon to fuppofc 
was placed in their integrity. This, when repofed in their chiefs or 
refponfible perfons, I have, in former inffances, feen attended with the 
Thoft happy effeft. 

The people of the feveral nations who have vifited thefe iflands, 
arc well known and diftinguifhed by the inhabitants. I was extreme- 
ly well pleafed to underftand that tfie three refident men, though at 
prefent in the fervice of an American, had ufed every endeavour to 
imprefs on the minds of the natives, the moll favorable opinion of the 
Englifli ; and I was made very happy on being convinced of the ftrong 
predileftion and attachment which the young prince had conceived for 
the fubjefLs of Great-Britain. This prepoffeffion, if properly cherifhed, 
may eventually be highly important to the Britifh traders ; for, if con- 
clufions may be permitted to be drawn from the general deportment 
and manners of his early years, the riper ones of this young prince 
mull be attended with a very confiderable degree of confequence, in this 
part of the world. This prefumption appears the more warrantable, by 
the fplendid atchievements, and the example he will have had exhibited by 
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his father, who has raifed himfelf to the high flation he at prelent fills 
by his perfeverance and prowefs in military exploits. »_ 

The predileHion of the prince was not only confpicuous in the at- 
tention (hewn to Rowbottom and his comrades, whofe perfons and pro. 
perty he had made facred by their conlbintly refiding with him, and by 
his making them his companions in all his diverfions and amufements, 
but in his having alTumed the title of King George ; not fuffering hi$ 
domefiics to addrefs him by any other name, and being much dlfpleafed 
with us, as well as his countrymen, if we called him Tamooere. 

Befides the different articles of traffic with which I prefented this pro- 
mifing youth, were a male and female goat, and two geefe ; Mr. Broughton 
added a third ; and we had hopes they were of different fexes. He had 
likewife an ewe and a ram in moft excellent condition, left by Mr. 

Colnett ; thefe had bred, but their progeny had been unfortunately killed 
by a dog. Notwithftanding this accident, there was every profpeft of 
their future propagation and fuccefs. 

From Mr. Puget I learned, that there appeared in none of his tranfaflions 
with the royal party any marks of external refpeft towards them, ci- 
ther from the fubordinate chiefs, or the common people. When I was 
at thefe iflands with Captain Cook, proftration was very ufually ofc- 
ferved, and feemed then to be demanded even by chiefs, though not of 
the higheft rank. On this occafion, the only circumftance which pro- 
claimed the prince’s fuperior ranbi was a guard confiffing of about thirty 
men, armed with iron pahooas, who attended him and the royal per- 
fonages on all excurfions, carrying thirteen mulkets made up into three 
bundles, with Tome c^llibafhes containing ammunition, of which it was 
thought expedient we fhould be apprized previous to their vifit, left 
fuch formidable appearances Ihould create in us diftruft or fufpicion. 

During the time our party was employed on ftiore, an armed man was 
fcarcely ever feen ; and fuch of the natives who appeared fo provided, 
brought their weapons for the purpofe of fale only. 

About three in the morning of the 14th, we (ailed with a fine north- Wcdner. 14. 
crly breeze for Onehow, in order, whilft the decks of the Chatham were 
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caulking, to take on board fuch yams and other vegetables as we might 
be able to procure. 

On our arrival at Onehow, we anchored in 14 fathom water off the 
fouth part of the ifland, about ^ of a mile from the fhore ; its fouth eafl: 
point bearing by compafs s. 77 e. its weft point N.48 w. and the iftand 
of Tahoora s. 58 w. Finding the bottom here foft, fandy, regular, and 
good, I was induced to prefer this anchorage to a fituation I had been 
in, further to the n. n. w. as the furf broke with great violence on the 
N.w. fide of the ifland, though here we rode very fmoothly. NomateeheUe 
wiflied we had proceeded further weft ; faying, the natives would have a 
great way to bring us tlieir yams and other produ 61 :ions. The ftation we 
had taken was not however attended with any fuch inconvenience ; as, 
by friday in the afternoon, we had purchafed a very ample fupply : and 
the Chatham’s deck being now finiftied, about fix in the evening we 
proceeded together towards the coaft of America. 

On our departure, the two Engliftimen with our other friends took 
their leave, who, for the good fervices they had rendered us, received 
acknowledgments far beyond their moft fanguine expeflations. 

The fupply of refreftiments which the Sandwich iflands on this occa- 
. fion had afforded us, was undeniably a very fcanty one. This, however, 
I did not folely attribute to fcarcity, as I had frequently great reafon to 
believe an abundant ftock might have been procured, had we been in- 
clined to have purchafed them with awns and ammunition ; with which, 
through the unpardonable condufl of the various traders who have vifited 
thefe iflands, the inhabitants have become very familiar, and ufe thefe wea- 
pons with an adroitnefs that would not difgrace the gerferality of Euro- 
pean foldiers. Their great avidity for procuring *thefe deflrufiive en- 
gines may poflibly have been increafed by the fuccefles of Tianna^ who, 
it fliould leem, is principally indebted for his prefent exaltation, to the 
fire arms he imported from China, and thofe he has fince procured from 
the different traders. His example has produced in every chief of con- 
fequence an inordinate thirft for power ; and a fpirit of enterprize and 
ambition feems generally diffufed amongft them. If reliance is to be 
placed on the information which I receh^ed, the flame of thefe unwar- 
rantable 



rantable delires has been raifed by the praftice of every fpecics of artifice 
and addrefs in their European and American vifitors ; who have thereby 
enhanced the value of fuch deftruftive articles' of commerce. For tliefe 
alone the natives now feem inclined to exchange the valuable refrefh- 
ments, wirfi which there can be little doubt thefe iflands lUll abound. 
The evil of this trade will be materially felt by velfels that may have 
occafion to refort to this country, unequipped with military llorcs for 
the inhuman purpofe of barter with thefe people ; and it is much to be 
apprehended the mifchief will extend confiderably further, as we have 
been acquainted, by the late adventurers in the fur trade, that thefe 
iflanders have tried various fchemes to deftroy the. crews, and to gain 
polTeflion of fome of the trading velTels, in which tliey fucceeded too well 
with Mr* Medjcalf ’s fchooner at Owhyhee. Thefe ambitious defigns how- 
ever, had been rendered in moft inllances ineffeftual, by the fuperiority 
alone which the traders poffelfed in fire-arms ; and yet, neither the convic- 
tion of their own fecurity being wholly dependant on thefe powerful means 
of defence, nor the common principles of humanity, feem to have had 
fufficient influence to reftrain a traffic, encouraged by avaricious pur- 
fuits in defiance of all moral obligation. 

The alteration which has taken place in the feveral governments *of 
thefe iflands fmee their firft difeovery by Captain Cook, has arifen from 
inceffant war, infligaied both at home and abroad by ambitious and en- 
terprizing chieftans ; which the commerce for European arms and am- 
munition cannot fail of encouraging to the rnofl deplorable extent. 

If we may be allowed to decide by comparing the numerous tlirongs 
that appeared <Jn the firft vifits of the Refolution and Difeovery, and 
which were then conftantly attendant on all our motions, with the very 
few we have feen on the prefent occafion, the mortality muft have been 
very confiderable. It may however be objefted, that the novelty of fuch 
vifitors'having, at this time, greatly abated, is fufficient to account for the 
apparent depopulation. But when it is confidered, how effential our dif- 
ferent implements and manufaftures are now become to their common 
comforts, that reafon will not apply ; as every individual is eager to 
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ulrX bring forth all his fuperfluous wealth, on the arrival of European com- 
-1,— .* modities in the market. 

At Whyteete, I had occafton to obferve that, although the town was 
extenfive, and the houles numerous, yet they were thinly inhabited, and 
many appeared to be intirely abandoned. The village of ^Vhymea is 
reduced at leall tviro-thirds of its fize, fince the years 1778 and 1779. 
In thofe places where, on my former vifits, the houfes were moll nume> 
rous, was now a clear fpace, occupied by gra& and weeds. That exter- 
nal wars and internal commotions had been the caufe of this devallati- 
on, was further confirmed by the refult of my inquiries off Owhyhee, 
if^hen it did not appear that any of the chiefs, with whom I had been 
formerly acquainted, excepting Tamaah-rnaaJia, was then living ; nor 
did we underlland, that many had died a natural death, moll ‘ of them 
having been killed in thele deplorable contefts. 

The Ihort time we remained amongll thefe people, did not allow of 
my obtaining the fatisfaftory information I fought, and which was fo 
very delirable on this, as well as on other important topics. This has 
induced me to referve the fubjefl matter I had colle£led, until I Ihould 
have an opportunity of going into a more correfl invelligation ; for the 
pr/;fent, therefore, I lhall take leave of the Sandwich illands, by Hating the 
advantages which the Americans promife themfelves by the commercial 
interells they are endeavouring to ellablilh in thefe feas. 

Previoully to the departure of Rowbqttom and Williams, they informed 
me, that their captain had conceived that a valuable branch of commerce 
might be created, by the importation of the fandal-wood of this country 
into India, where it fells at an exorbitant price ; that, in the fur trade,, 
iramenfe profits had been gained, infomuch that il was expefted not 
lels than twenty velfels would, on thefe purfuits, fail with their cap- 
tain (Kendrick) from New England, and that they were delired to 
engage the natives to provide feveral cargoes of this wood,* which 
is ealily procured, as the mountains of Attowai as well as thofe of 
Owhyhee, abound with the trees from which it is produced ; though we 
were not able to procure any of their leaves, to determine its particular 
clafs or fpecies, The wood feemed but llightly to anfwer the defeription 
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given of the yellow fandal wood of India, which is there a very valuable 
commodity, and is fold by weight. 

The pearls I faw were but few, and confifled of three forts, the white, 
yellow, and lead colour. The white were very indifferent, being fmall, 
irregular in fhape, and poffelfing little beauty; the yellow, and thofe of 
a lead-colour, were better formed, and, in point of appearance, of fu- 
perior quality. Mr. Kendrick mull, undoubtedly, flatter himfelf with 
great emoluments from thefe branches of commerce, or he would not 
thus have retained three men in conflant pay for fuch a conliderable 
length of time, with a promife of further reward if they conduced 
themfelves with fidelity towards his intereft. This proceeding, however, 
appears to have been the effeft of a fudden thought, as it was not until his 
brig was weighing anchor at Onehow that he came to this determination, 
and landed the three men ; who, in confequence of fuch fhort notice, 
had no means of equipping themfelves, and were left almofl deflitute 
of apparel. The few clothes they had were nearly worn out ; thefe I 
replaced with a fufficient flock to ferve them fome time ; and, to add as 
much as poffiblc to their comforts in their prelent fituation, and to make 
them refpcftable in the eyes of the people with whom they were yet 
to remain for feveral months, they received fuch tools and articles* of 
traffic as would hefl anfwer their purpofe, and fome books, pens, ink, 
and paper, for their amufement, with an affortment of garden feeds, 
and fome orange and lemon placets that were in a very flourifliing flate. 

To the care of Rowbottom, who feemed the moll qualified, I in- 
truded a letter of indruClions to the commanding officer of the ftore- 
fliip, whole arriVal we daily expefted; as alfo one to the Lords of the 
Admiralty, acquainting them with the time we had quitted thefe illands, 
the date and condition of the veflels, and health of their crews, the 
route I had taken to tliis dation, and the difeoveries we had made. 

Kendall’s chronometer, agreeably to its error and rate of going as 
afeertained at Otaheite, agreed fo well on our arrival at Owhyhec, that 
I was not at all Iblicitous for any further invedigation. Our oblerva- 
tions in Whymea road made its latitude 2i“57'j, end its longitude, by 
the chronometer, 200“ 18' 15", varying 5' 15" to tlie eadward of Captain 
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Cook’s, and 1^45" to the weftward of Captain King’s afligned true lon- 
gitude of the roadfted ; whence I concluded its rate of going very cor- 
refl;. The Portfmouth rate fliewcd 20i®4o'45". Mr. Arnold’s chrono- 
meter, on board the Chatham, made the longitude of Whymea, accor- 
ding to its Otaheitean rate, 199* 58' 30". Our anchorage at Onehow, 
by obfervation, was in latitude 21® 46' 30", the longitude, by the chro- 
nometer, 199“ 40'. This llation is to die e.s.e. of the fpot where the 
Refolution anchored, and which is laid down by Captain Cook in lati- 
tude 21® 50', longitude 199® 45' ; confequently^, our obfervations place 
the fouth point of Onehow nearly in the fame latitude, though 8' fur- 
ther to the weftward, and 2 leagues further diftant from Whymea. The 
Portfmouth rate Ihewed the longitude to be 201® 5' ; but Mr. Arnold’s 
chronometer made a much greater difference, as it placed the anchorage 
at Onehow in longitude 199® 12' 15". At this ifland, we found the tides 
regular, as noticed by Captain Cook ; but at Attowai and Woahoo, there 
was a current which generally fet to the eaftward. 


CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER III. 

Pajfage to the coajl of America — Find the mmn-inajt Jpruhg — See the land 
of New Albion—Proceed along the coafi-^FaU in with an American vef 
fel — Enter the fuppofed Jlraits of De Fuca — Anchor there. 


Having put to fea from Onehow, as before related, we flood to the 
N.w. clofc hauled, with a moderate breeze at n.n.e. attended by a ^ -v-/ 
Iicavy fwell from the n.w. until the next morning, when tlie wind hav- SatunJayi;. 
ing veered to that quarter, we made fail to the n.e. in order that we 
might pafs to the north of the Sandwich iflands, and be enabled to fleer 
to the eaflward, fhould the wind continue its northern dire£lion, from 
whence it had lately prevailed. By noon the wind blew a frefli gale 
from N.N.w. attended with fome trifling fqualls ; our latitude was now 
22" i6', longitude 199" 17'; the weft point of Onehow bearing by com- 
pafs s. 57 £. 8 leagues diflant. About two in the afternoon we difeo- 
vered a fpring in the main niafl on the larboard fide, about fix feet below 
the hounds. This part of the mafl had occupied much of our attention 
fince our departnire from Tcneriffe, in confequence of a fufpicious ap- 
pearance near a rugged knot, oppofite to the place where the defeft 
now became evident. We were under an immediate neceffity of gening 
down the top-gallant-mall, with every moveable out of the top ; clofe 
reefing .the topfail, and lightening the head of the mall as much as pof- 
fible, until a fifli fhould be prepared ; which the carpenters loll no time 
in getting ready. A defefl was alfo difeovered in the head of the fore- 
maft, above the rigging, which was of lefs importance, and did not re- 
quire any additional fecurity for the prefent. 

At 
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At fun-fct Attowai bore by compafs s. 8o e. to s. 45 e. and Onehow 
s. 4 w. to s. 14W. The wind remaining in the n.w. we ftood on, and 
about midnight pafied the north point of Attowai at no great didance ; 
though the weather being very dark and hazy, prevented our feeing tlie 
land. 

Sunday i8. On funday morning we took our departure from the Sandwich iflands : 

Attowai bearing by compafs s.5 e. to s. 30 w. 10 or 11 leagues didant. 
In the afternoon all the fails were furled on th.e main-mad, and we were 
employed until fix in the evening in fixing the fifh, and fecuring the 
head of the mad ; when the fails were again fet, and we proceeded to the 
. E. N. E. The wind was generally to the wedward of north, with cool 
and pleafant, though generally cloudy weather, attended by a great fwell 
from the n.w. which indicated tlie wind having blown with iiTUch vio- 
lence in that direftion. The main-mad, after a trial of fome days in a 
frefh gale with a heavy fea, not Teeming to complain, the top-gallant mad 
Friday *3. was on the 23d got up, and the ufual quantity of fail carried. The n.w. 

fwell had now almod fubfided, and the wind veered round to n. e. with 
which we dood to the n.n.w. The weather continuing dark and 
gloomy prevented our making any obfervations on the folar eclipfe tliis 
morning; but at noon our obferved latitude was 24° 43', longitude 
209* & ; and in the afternoon the variation w’as found to be 11" 5' ead- 
wardly. 

Our courfe was direfled to the eadwatjd or northward as the wind veered, 
which was modly in the northern board, blowing a moderate breeze with 
Thurfdayag. pleafant weathcr. On the 29th, in latitude 27®, I got five fets of didanccs 
of the moon and fun; the mean refult gave the longitude 214“ 21' 15"; 
by the chronometer it was 213® 46' 30"; and by'the dead reckoning, 
211® 44'. This error in the dead reckoning feemed gradually to have 
taken place fince our departure from Attowai ; and many of the officers 
having lately made feveral lunar obfervations with great accuracy; whole 
mean refult gave from 25' to 40' ead of the chronometer, I \;^s led to 
believe, that our change of climate (the thermometer having fallen from 
» about 80 to about 66 fince leaving the Sandwich iflands,) had caufed 

fome acceleration in its rate of going. From hence our progrefs was 
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attended by a very fmooth fea, and in general by cloudy and gloomy 
weather. The wind between n. by w. andN.N.E. blew fo gently, that v. 
on the 7th of april we had only reached the latitude of 35® 25' ; longitude Saturday 7. 
217® 24', by the dead reckoning 2 1 4“ 42' ; when we found ourfelves in the 
midftof immenie numbers of the fea blubber of the fpecies of the Mcdufa 
Villilia; fo that the furface of die ocean as far as the eye could reach, M'as 
covered with thefe animals in fuch abundance, that even a pea could hard- 
ly be dropped clear of them. The largeft did not exceed four inches in 
circumference ; and adhering to them was found a worm of a beautiful blue 
colour, much refembling a caterpillar. This worm is about an inch and 
a half long, thickcft toward the head, forming a three-fided figure, its 
back being the broadeft; its belly, or under part, was provided with a 
feftooned membrane, with which it attaqhed itfelf to the medufa villilia. 
iAlong the ridge conne6ling the lides and back from die (houiders to the 
tail, on each fide, are numberlefs fmall fibres, about the eighth of an inch 
in length, like the downy hair of infe£ls, but much more fubflantial ; 
probably intended to aflift the animal in its progrefs through the water. 

This worm or caterpillar Mr. Menzies confidered to be a new genus. 

We faw alfo in the forenoon a bird, which I took to be of the duck or 
awke kind, flying to the n.w., but at too great a diftance to difccA^er 
its charafler. 

Since our leaving die land we had been daily vifited by one or two 
large birds, but not more at a «me, which we fometimes took for the 
quebrantahueflbs, and at others for a fpecies of albatrofs. On funday, the Sunday 8. 
w’eathcr being perfc6lly calm, Mr. Menzies was fo fortunate as to deter- 
mine this point, by killing a brown albatrofs ; of the fame fort, I believe, 
as are found in abundance about Terra del Fuego, diftinguiflied vulgarly 
by the name of Mother Cary’s geefe, on account of the white rump, 
lliape of the tail, &c. which refcmbl# the ftorm petrel, commonly called 
Mother Cary’s chicken. This albatrofs had alfo a white mark, about the 
eighth of an inch wide, and two inches long, extending in a diagonal di- 
re6don from the inner corner of its eye towards die neck. From tip to 
tip of each wing it meafured feven feet ; and, from the extremity of the 
beak to that of the tail, three feet. 
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The weather continued pleafant, nearly calm or with light variable 
bree/es until tuefday, when in latitude 36“, longitude 219® 34', the wind 
blew a moderate gale, and feemed fettled in the fouthern quarter ; with 
which we made all fail, fleering to the eaflward. Notwithflanding I had, in 
cafe of feparation with the Chatham, appointed our next rendezvous in 
Berkley’s found, yet whilft W'e were fo fortunate as to keep together, it 
was my fixed determination to fall in with the coaft of New Albion as far 
to the fouthward of that llation as circumftances would permit. 

Several fmall whales and grampuffes had lately been obferved about the 
ftiip ; and this afternoon we palled within s fewyards of about twenty whales 
of the anvil-headed or fpennaccti kind, that were playing in the water. 
The immcnle number of the mMufa with which tliis region abounds, may 
probably induce the fpcrmaceti whale to refort hither in quell of food. 
We now advanced very plealantly to the eallward, and gradually lol]^ 
fight of the medufa villilia, which had attended us in the greatell abun- 
dance over a fpace of feven degrees of longitude ; and, as Mr. Johnllone 
of the Chatham paid particular attention to thefe extraordinary crea- 
tures, I lhall inlert his defeription of them. 

" Thefe fmall blubbers are of an oval form, quite flat, and mcafuring 
about an inch and an half the longell way ; their under fide is fomewhat 
concave ; the edges, for near a quarter of an inch in width, are of a 
deep blue colour, changing inwardly to a pale green ; the fubllance being 
much thinner and more tranfparent there than on the upper fide. Per- 
pendicularly to the plain of their furface Hands a very thin membrane, 
extending nearly the whole length of its longell diameter in a diagonal di- 
rc6lion ; it is about an inch in height, and forms a fegment of a circle. This 
membrane, which feemed to ferve all the purpofes of a fin and a fail, was 
feme times obferved to be erefl ; at others lying flat, which was generally 
the cafe in the morning ; but as tW day advanced, it became extended. 
Whether this was voluntary, or the effeft of tlie fun’s influence, was a quef- 
ftion not ealily to be decided. When the membrane was down, thefe little 
animals were collefted into corapaft clullers, were apparently dellitute 
of any motion, and their colour at that time feemed of a dark green.” 

The wind gradually veered round to the s. e. and e. s. e. increaling in 
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its force, attended generally with a very fmooth fea; though fometimes * 79 ?* 
with a little fwell from the weftward and s.w. accompanied by cloudy and 
gloomy weather. On funday morning I got one fet of lunar diftances, Sunday 15. 
which at noon gave the longitude 232® ; by the chronometer 232® 7^' ; 

and by the dead reckoning 229^ 39" : the latitude 37® 55'. 

The wind at e.s.e. by two the next morning, increafed with fuch vio- Monday 16. 
Icnce as to make it neceffary that the topfails fhould be clofe reeled ; the 
fqualls were very heavy, with an appearance of an approaching ftorra. No 
foundings w^ere to be had*with 1 20 fathoms of litic ; and as I could not de- 
pend upon the longitude of the coaAof New Albion under this parallel, w^e 
iilood on a wind until day-light, when we again refumed our courfe to the 
N. E. with an increaling gale, attended by thick rainy weather ; which, by 
tw^o in the afternoon, obliged us to ftrike our top-gallant mails, and 
Hand to the fouthward under the forefail and ftorm ftayfails. At ten 
that night the wind veered round to the fouth, blew a moderate gale, 
and brought with it fair and pleafant weather. Our upper canvas was 
again fpread ; and the neceffary (ignals made to the Chatham not being 
anfwered, and not feeing her at day-break on the 17th, we abandoned our Tutfday 17. 
courfe to the eaftward to go in fearch of her. About five flic was 
feen from the mall-head to the n.w. ; upon which we bore down to her, 
and having joined company, we again direfted our route to the eaftward. 

The fley being tolerably clear, although the wind had again put us under 
double-reefed topfails, enabled tae to obtain fix fets of lunar diftances, 
whofe mean rcfult at noon gave the longitude 50' to the eaftward of the 
chronometer, the true longitude being 236® 8', and the dead reckoning 
231® 30' ; the obferved latitude was 39® 20'. 

Soon after mid-day we paffed confiderable quantities of drift wood, 
grafs, fea weed, &c. Many lhags, ducks, puffins, and other aquatic 
birds were flying about ; and the colour of the water announced our ap^ 
proaefi to foundings. Thcfe circumftanccs indicated land not far off, 
although we were prevented leeingany objcfl more than 3 or 4 miles dif- 
tant, by the weather, which had become very thick and rainy. Being 
anxious to get light of the land before night if pcffible, we Hood to the 
eaftward with as much fail as we could carry, and. at four in the after- 
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Apii’ reached foundings at the depth of 53 fathoms, foft brown iandy 

bottom. The land was now difcovered bearing by compafs £. n. e. to 
£. by s. at the diftance of about 2 leagues, on which the furf broke with 
great violence. We flood in for the fhore under our topfails for about 
an hour, and perceived the coaft to extend from north to s. e. The 
nearefl fhore was about 2 miles diflant. The rain and fog with which 
the atmofpherc was now loaded, precluded our feeing much of this part 
of the coafl of New Albion. The fhore appeared flrait and unbroken, of a 
moderate height, with mountainous land behind, covered with flately 
forefl trees ; excepting in fome fpots, which had the appearance of hav-> 
ing been cleared by manual labour ; and exhibited a verdant, agreeable 
afpeft. During the night we plied under an eafy fail, in order to be near 
Wedaef. i8. the land in the morning ; when, in confequence of a thicjk hiie, it re- 
mained obfcured until a light breeze from the eaflward about ten o’clock 
gave us a view of the fhore to the north eaflward, for which we imme- 
diately fleered. The northern extremity of the land bore by compafs at 
noon N. N.W., the nearefl fhore eafl about 6 leagues, the land I con- 
fidered we were off the preceding night s. 72 £. about 8 leagues ; and 
the fouthernmofl land in fight s. 60 £. about 10 leagues diflant. The 
obferved latitude was at this time 39® 27'; longitude 235*41' 45"; by 
the chronometer 235®. The former was deduced from the mean refult 
of eighty-five fets of lunar diflances, taken by the feveral perfons as un- 
der, and reduced at noon by the chron9jmeter fince the 27th of march, 
according to its Otahtitean rate, (viz.) 

Nine fets taken by Mr. Puget gave - - 235® 36' o" 

Eighteen fets by Mr. Whidbey . - - » 235 49 

Nineteen by -Mr. Orchard . . 235 35 

Ten by Mr, John Stewart - _ . 235 44 

Seventeen by Mr. Ballard - - - 235 46 

Twelve by myfelf .... 235 39 

The mean refblt of the above eighty-five fets - 235 41 30 

This made the chronometer 41' 30" to the well of that which I fup- 
pofed to be nearefl the true longitude ; and from the general refult of 
the& obfervations it evidently appeared, that the chronometer had ma- 
terially 
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terially altered in its rate fince we had reached thefe northern regions. ^ 7 ^** 
The longitude of the rerpe£live points, headlands, &c. as hereafter lb- * 

ted, will therefore be correfted and affixed, by fubfequent obfervations, 
agreeably to the explanation contained in the following chapter ; whence, 
by allowing a different rate to the chronometer, the true longitude this 
day at noon was afcertained to be 236“ 25'. 

The gentle breeze of wind that now. prevailed appearing to be fettled 
in the fouthern quarter, favored my wifti to purfue a northern courfe ; 
for which purpofe, we bore away along the coaft at the diftance of 3 
or 4 leagues. The weather was delightfully pleafant ; and as we drew 
nearer the land, the ftiore feemed to be perfeftly compa£l, formed, gene- 
rally fpcaking, by cliffs of a moderate height and nearly perpendicular. 

The inl^fhd country, which rifes in a pleating divertity of hills and 
dales, was completely clothed with foreft trees of contiderable magni- 
tude ; and thofe fpots which, on our tirft view, had the appearance of 
having been cleared of their wood by art, were now leen to extend, ge- 
nerally, along the fea-tide ; and their being deflitute of wood, was evi- 
dently to be aferibed to fome natural caufe. They were beautifully 
green, with a luxuriant herbage, interrupted by ftreaks of red earth. 

At fan-fet, the fouthernmoft land in tight bore by compafs, s. 45 e. ; 
a fraall wh^c rock, not unlike a veffel under fail, clofe to the ihore, eaft ; 
the nearclt fliore e.n.e. 4 leagues; and the northernmoft land in tight, 
which I confidered to be cape ^endocino N.gbw. about 10 leagues 
diftant. In this tituation, the variation by the furveying compafs was 
obferved to be, 16° eallwardly. 

The night was fpent in making fliort trips. The next morning brought Thurfdayij. 
with it a return of calm or light baffling winds, a very heavy fwell from 
the s.w. and fo thick a haze over the land that the ffiores were fcarce- 
ly perceptible. Immenfe numbers of whales were playing about us 
during* the morning. Moll of them were of that tribe which, in Green- 
land, are called tinners. Towards noon, we had again from the fouth- 
ward, a moderate breeze; but tlie weather ftill remained extremely 

In diretling our courfe along the coaft to the northward, we obferv- 
ed 
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ed in latitude 40“ 3', longitude 235*51'. The mean variation of the 
furvcying compafs, by obfervations made before and after noon, was 
1 5® eaftwardly. In this lituation, the northernmoft land in fight bore, 
by compafij, n. 10 w. ; cape Mendocino, n. 2 w. ; the eafternraoft land 
in fight, s.6o£. ; and the neareft fiiore n. e. about 4 leagues dillant. 
In the afternoon we palTed cape Mendocino. It is formed by two high 
promontories, about ten miles apart ; the fouthernmoft, which is the 
higheft, and when feen either from the north.or the fouth much re/em- 
bles Dunnoze, is fituated in latitude 40*19, lohgitude 235*53. 

Cape lie foine rocky iflets and funken rocks, near a league from the 
fhore. The fouthernmoft of thefe from the northernmoft promontory, 
lies s, 61 w. about a league diftant ; and within it are two rocky iflets 
in fhape much refembling hay-cocks. The northernmoft of ‘them lies 
N. 3 w. diftant 5 or 6 miles, nearly of the fame lhape and fize with the 
other, to which it is apparently connefted by a ledge of rocks, whofe 
outermoft part lies from the above promontory n. 38 w. about 2 leagues 
diftant, having a fnialler iflet, about midway, between them. On fome 
parts of this ledge the fea conftantly breaks with great violence; on 
others, at intervals only. The broken water appeared from the maft- 
head to extend along the coaft, as far north as could be difeerned ; which, 
however, was at no great diftance, owing to the weather being ftill 
thick, and hazy. The whole of this Cape, though by no means a very 
projefting head land, is doubtlefs very remarkable, from being the high- 
eft on the fea-fliore of this part of New Albion. The mountains at its 
back arc confiderably elevated, and form altogether a high fteep mafs, 
which does not break into perpendicular cliffs, but is dompofed of va- 
rious hills that rife abruptly, and are divided by many deep chafins. In 
fome of thefe, as well as on fome of the ridges of the hills, grew a few 
dwarf trees. The general furface was covered with vegetables of a dull 
green colour, interfperfed in fome places with perpendicular ftrata of 
red earth or clay. South of the Cape the coaft is nearly ftrait, forming 
only a trifling bend, to the fouthernmoft part we had feen. Its eleva- 
tion is regular, it may be confidered as high land and is apparently fteep 
to, as we founded without gaining bottom with 120 fathoms of line 

at 
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at diftances from 2 to 5 leagues from the fliore. This had been urn- 
formly the cafe fince die evening we firft faw the coaft, having no where v— v—* 
clfe gained any foundings, nor (een any drift wood, fea-weed, or aquatic 
birds, nor noticed any difference in the colour of the water. Thefe cir- 
curnftanccs induced foine of us to fufpeft, that an opening or river exifted 
to the foutliward of our then Ilation. To the northward of cape Men- 
tlocino, the elevation of the country appeared fuddenly to decreafe beyond 
the rocky iflets, where it Jleemed to affume a moderate height. As the 
day advanced, the weather becoming unpleafant, and adverfe to our 
purfuit, about five o’clock we hauled off the fhore. The outermoft of 
the funken rocks on a line with the middle iflet, bore by compafs e. by n. 
at the diftance of about a league ; the main land, dien indiftinftly feen, 
from N. F.. by*N. to e. s.e. In this fituation, we had foundings at the 
depth of 49 fathoms ; dark brown fand. As we flood into the offing, 
we tried, at the difiances of 2, 3, and 4 leagues s.w. from the rocks, 
but gained no bottom at the depth of 80 and 90 fathoms. 

The gale had fo much increafed by midnight from the s. e., as to 
render clofe-reefing the topfails neceffary ; under which we again flood 
in for the land, in the hope of the wind abating on the return of day. 

Inflead of which it became more violent, attended with fuch very heavy 20. 
fqualls of rain and thick weather, that we were obliged to flrike the top- 
gallant yards, and fland to fea under our courfes. In the afternoon, 
the head-railing on the flarboard* fide was intirely carried away. This 
obliged us to reef the forefail, and bring the tack to the cat-head ; by 
which means, the fail flood fo indifferently, that the confequences at- 
tendant on this accident might have been very alarming, had m'c had 
a lee fhore inflead of a weather fhore to- contend with. 

The gale, accompanied by torrents of rain, continued until midnight ; 
when it. veered to the fouih, moderated, and permitted us to fleer again 
for the land under clofe-reefed topfails. On faturday morning, our Saturday 21. 
top-gallant fails were again fet, but the weather was very unpleafant, 
being thick, with heavy rain; which, towards noon, terminated in a 
calm and fog. By our reckoning, the fouth promontory of cape Men- 
docino 
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Aprfi* docino bore s. 6o £., ii miles diftant. In this lituation, no bottom 
could be reached with 120 fathoms of line. 

The fog, with calms, or light variable winds, continued until about 
.Sunday a*, ten the next forenoon, when the weather fuddenly altered, and brought 
with it a fine pleafant gale from the fouth. All fail was now made for 
the land; at noon the fouth promontory of cape Mendocino bore by 
compafs, s. 64 diftant g leagues ; its north part n. 88 e., 6 leagues ; 
the northernmoft of the rocky illets n. 71 e., 5 or 6 leagues ; and the 
northernmoft land in fight, n.e. ; the obferved latitude 40” 32'; longitude 
£35" 28', and the variation of the compafs 16“ caftwardly. 

From cape Mendocino the coafi; takes a direftion n. 13 e.; along 
which we ranged at the diftance of about two leagues. After pafiing 
the above iflets, the fhores became ftrait and compaft, not affording the 
fmallefl: fhelter ; and, although rifing gradually from the water’s edge 
to a moderate height only, yet tlie dillant interior country was compo- 
fed of mountains of great elevation ; before which were prefented a 
great variety of hills and dales, agreeably interfperfed with wood-land, 
and clear fpots, as if in a flate of cultivation ; but we could difeern 
neither houfes, huts, fmokes, nor other figns of its being inhabited. 
The coaft we had palfed this afternoon, leemed to be generally defended 
by a fandy beach ; but the evening brought us to a country of a very 
different defeription, whofe fhores were compofed of rocky precipices, 
with numberlefs fmall rocks and rocky iflets extending about a mile in- 
to the fea : the moft projefting part, which is fituated in latitude 41" 8', 
longitude 236® 5', obtained the name of Rocky Point. This, atfeven 
in the evening, bore by compafs n. i8e. 6 miles di^ant; the nearefl; 
fhore eaft 4 miles ; and the northernmoft land in fight n. 6 e. We fpent 
Monday 13. the night in preferving our fituation with the land, and the next morn- 
ing again purfued our courfe along the coaft, which from Rocky point 
takes a direflion n. 9 w. The wind at fouth was light, the weather 
was cloudy with feme little rain. At eight o’clock. Rocky point bore 
by compafs s. 40 e., 5 or 6 miles ; the neareft fhore, n.e. by e. 3 miles 
diftant; and a detached rocky iflet n. 18 w. ; within which we, after- 
wards, paffed in 35 to 50 fathoms water, black fandy bottom. This 

rock 
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rock is a High round lump about half a mile in circuit, apparently deep 
to, and lies from Rocky point n. ii w. didant 13 miles, and about 
half a league from the fhore. When abreaft of Rocky point, the co- 
lour of the fea fuddenly changed from the oceanic hue to a very light 
river-coloured water, extending as far a-head as could be difeerned. This 
gave us reafon to fuppofe fome confiderable river or rivers were in the 
neighbourhood. 

A frefli gale from the fouth permitted our failing along the coall with- 
in a league of the fhore, which appeared to be deftitute of any opening, 
and limilar to that which we had paffed the preceding evening, bounded by 
innumerable fmall rocks and rocky iflets. The face of the country may 
be confidcred as mountainous, and did not appear fo pleating as that lying 
to the fouth of Rocky point. In this refpefl; however we were able to fay 
but little, as the land was nearly obfeured by the hazinels of the weather, 
excepting immediately on the fea-fhore ; which being corapofed of deep 
rocky precipices broken by deep gullies, at a diftance would put on the 
appearance of harbours, or breaks in the land. At noon, we were 
again in oceanic-coloured water; the obferved latitude 41*36' ; longi- 
tude 235*58'; and variation of the compafs 16® eaftwardly. In this 
fituation, the fouthernmoll land in fight bore by compafs s.s.e. ; the 
neared fhore n.e. four miles diflant ; and the northernmofl. extremity in 
light, (being a cluflcr of remarkable rocky hummocks at the termination 
of a confiderable traft of low level land, that at a diftance feemed to 
be an ifland,) bore n. 15 w. At the junction of the low level land with 
the high rocky coaft, a ftiallow bay is formed ; at the bottom of which 
was an appearance of a fmall harbour or opening, which bore n. 5 e. 
Here I entertained hopes of finding fhelter; but the number of breakers 
along the diorc of the low level land, foine of which wore; detached 
and lie at a confiderable diftance from the fhore, togetlier with a ledge 
of rocks and rocky idets feen from the maft-head, extending as far to 
the wedward as n.w,, and a fky bearing the fame dull and gloomy 
afpefl as that which preceded the former gale, induced me to confider 
it moft prudent to decline any attempt ; and to embrace the opportu- 
VoL. I, D d nitV' 
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nity of the favorable gale at s. s.w, to continue my examination of the 
coaft, In the confidence of foon finding a more convenient fhelter. 

We ftofxl oft' w.N.w. in order to fail round the outwardrnoft of the 
rocks, which we paffed at the diftance of about 3 or 4 miles, about four 
o’clock ; and again hauled in for the north fide of the low level land. 
This land forms a very confpicuous point which I named Point St. 
George, and the very dangerous cluftcr of rocks extending from thence, 
the Dragon Rocks. The outwardrnoft of thefe lies from point St. 
George, which is fituated in latitude 41® 46 ' 4 -> and longitude 235® 57'^, 
N. 52 w., 3 leagues diftant. The rocks above water are four in number, 
with many funken ones, and numerous breakers ftretching from the out- 
ermoft, (fouthward of point St. George,) towards the opening mentioned 
at noon. This point forms a bay on each fide ; that into wJiich we flood 
from the north fide Is perfeftly open to the n.w., yet apparently fhel- 
tered from the w. s.w. and fouthwardly winds by the Dragon rocks ; the 
foundings we found regularly from 35 to 45 fathoms, black fand and muddy 
bottom : when at the former depth, point St. George bore by compafs 
s* 33 10 miles ; the northernmoft of the Dragon rocks s. 7 w. 4 miles ; 

and the north point of the bay, which I called St. George’s Bay, 
N. '24 w. 6 or 7 miles diftant. 

The furf broke with great violence all round the bay ; and although 
we were again in whitifh water, there was not any opening on this fide 
of the point : the fhores of the northarnmoft part of the bay, like the 
coaft of the bay on the foutli fide of point St. George, rife very abrupt- 
ly from the fea, forming numberlefs gullies and chafms, which were co- 
vered with a dull brownifh herbage, and produced little or no wood. 
North of the bay the fhores were again bounded with numberlefs fmall 
rocks and rocky illets, fimilar to thofe already mentioned ; but the low 
land of point St. George terminates in a fandy beach, from whence the 
coaft takes a diTe6lion n. 15 w. 

Not finding a fituation here likely to anfwer our purpofe, we direfted 
our route along the coaft until it was dark, when we hauled off fhore, 
TueTday 14. and fpent the night in the ofting. The next morning the north point 
of St. George’s bay bore, by compafs, eaft 2 leagues diftant. With a 

favorable 
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favorable breeze at s.e. and lefs hazy weather, our furvcy was continu- 
cd to the northward along the fhores, which are compofed of high fteep v— — ir-lji 
precipices and deep chafms, falling very abruptly into the fea. The in- 
land mountains were much elevated, and appeared, by the help of oiir 
glaffes, to be tolerably well clothed with a variety of trees, thfe generality 
of which were of the pine tribe ; yet amongfl: them were obferved fome 
fpreading trees of confiderable magnitude. Although fome of thefe 
mountains appeared quite barren, they were dellitute of fnow; but 
on thofe at the back of cape Mendocino, which were further to the 
fouth, and apparently inferior in point of height, fome fmall patches 
of fnow were noticed. The Ihores were Hill bounded by innume- 
rable rocky iflets, and in the courfe of the forenoon we palTed a 
duller of them, with feveral funken rocks in their vicinity, lying a 
league from the land ; which, by failing a little back to the eallward, 
forms a Ihallow bay into which we fleered. As the breeze that, had 
been fo favorable to our purfuit lince the preceding funday died away, 
and as a tide or current fet us fall in Ihore, we were under the neceflity 
of coming to an anchor in 39 fathoms water, black fand and mud. 

The latitude of this Ration was found to be 42*38', longitude 235" 44'. 

In this fituation, the outermoll rock of the duller before mentioned bore, 
by compafs, s. i6e. 6 miles dillant; a remarkable, black rock, the 
ncarell fhore being n. 64 e. 3'j miles ; a remarkably high black cliff refem- 
bling the gable end of a houle, ». 1 e. ; the northernmoll extremity of the 
main land, which is formed by low land projefling from the high rocky 
coall a confiderable way into the fea, and terminating in a wedge-like 
low perpendicular cliff, n. 27 w. This I dillinguilhed by the name of 
Cape Orforo, in honor of my much refpeded friend the noble 
Earl (George) of that title : off it lie feveral rocky iflets, the outward- 
moll of which bore n. 38 w. 

Soon after we had anchored a canoe was feen paddling towards the 
fliip ; and with the greatell confidence, and without any fort of invita- 
tion, came immediately alongfide. During the afternoon two others 
vifited the Difeovery, and fome repaired to the Chatham, from different 
parts of the coall in fight ; by which it appeared, that the inhabitants 
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who are fettled along the Ihorcs of this country, may, probably, have 
their refidcnce in the fmall nooks that are protefted from the violence of 
the weftwardly fwell by fome of the larger rocky iflets, fo abundantly 
fcattcred along the coaft. 

A pleafing and courteous deportment diftinguifhed thefe people. Their 
countenances indicated notliing ferocious ; their features partook rather of 
the general European chara£ler ; their colour a light olive ; and befides 
being pun£luated in the faftiion of die South-Sea Hlanders, their flein had 
many other marks, apparently from injuries in their excurfions through the 
fprefts, polTibly, with little or no clothing that could proteft them ; though 
fome of us were of opinion thefe marks were purely ornamental, as is 
the falhion widi the inhabitants of Van Dieman’s land*. Their ftature 
was under the middle fize ; none that we faw exceeding* five feet fix 
inches in height. They were tolerably well limbed, though flender in their 
perfons ; bore little or no refemblance to the people of Nootka ; nor 
did they feera to have the leaft knowledge of that language. They feemed 
to prefer the comforts of cleanlincfs to the painting of their bodies ; in 
their ears and nofes they had fmall ornaments of bone ; their hair, 
which was long and black, was clean and neatly combed, and generally 
tied' in a club behind; though fome amongfl them had their hair in a 
club in front alfo. They were drefled in garments that nearly covered 
them, made principally of the fkins of deer, bear, fox, and river otter ; 
one or two cub Ikins of the fea otter, were alfo obferverd amongfl. them. 
Their canoes, calculated to carry about eight people, were rudely 
wrought out of a Angle tree ; their lhape much refembled that of a 
butcher’s tray, and feemed very unfit for a fea voyage or'any dii'lant ex- 
pedition. They brought but a few trifling articles to barter, and they 
anxioufly folicited in exchange iron and beads. In this traffic tliey 
were fcrupuloufly honefl, particularly in fixing their bargain with the 
firft bidder ; for, if a fecond offered a more valuable commodity for 
what they had to fell, they would not confent, but made figns (which 
could not be miflaken,) that the firft (hould pay the price offered by the 
fecond, (Ml which the bargain would be clofed. They did not entertain 

the 
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the lead idea of accepting prefents ; for on my giving them fome beads^ 
medals, iron, &c. they inftantly offered their garments in return, and u— v-— ' 
feemed much affonilhed, and I believe not lefs pleafed, that I chofe to 
decline them. The firft man, in particular, gave me fome trouble to 
perfuadc him that he was to retain both the trinkets and his garment. 

We remained in this lituation until near midnight, when a light breeze 
fpringing up from the s. s. e. attended with fome rain and dark gloomy Wedncf.25. 
weather, we weighed and' ftood to and fro until day-light ; when we di- 
refted our courfe round the group of rocks lying off cape Orford, com- 
prehending four detached rocky idets, with feveral dangerous funken 
rocks about them, on which the fea broke with great violence : the out- 
ermoft of thefe lies from the Cape s. 38 w., diftant about 4 miles; we 
paffed clofe to the breakers in foundings of 45 fathoms, black fandy 
bottom. Cape Orford, which is tituated in latitude 42® 52', longitude 
235“ 35', at the extremity of a low projefting traft of land, forms a 
very confpicuous point, and bears the fame appearance whether ap- 
proached from the north or the fouth. It is covered with wood as low 
down as the furf will permit it to grow. The fpace between the woods 
and the walit of the fea, feemed compofed of black craggy rocks, and 
may from the rnaft head be feen at the diffance of 7 or 8 leagues : but I 
fliould fuppofe not much further. Some of us were of opinion that thi.s 
was the cape Blanco of Martin D’ Aguilar; its latitude, however, differed 
greatly from that in which cape Blanco is placed by that navigator ; and 
its dark appearance, which might probably be occafioned by the hazinefs 
of weather, did not feem to intitle it to the appellation of cape Blanco. 

North of this Cape, the coaft takes a diredion about n. 13 e. ; and 
fouth of it towards point St. George, s. 18 e'. 

The rocky illcts which we had feen in fuch numbers along the ffiore, ceafed 
to exift about a league to the north of cape Orford ; and in their (lead, 
an almoft rtrait fandy beach prefented itfelf, with land behind gradually 
rifing to a moderate height near the coalt; but the interior was con- 
fuierably elevated, and much diverfified both by its eminences and pro- 
du6lions, being generally well wooded, though I’requently interrupted 

with 
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Ap%’ intervals of clear fpots, which gave it fome refemblance to a country 

in an advanced llate of cultivation. 

The weather having become more clear and pleafant at noon, cape 
Orford was vifible aftern nearly in the horizon, bearing by compafs 
s. 11 E. 5 leagues diltant: the ncareft Ihore about a league diflant eaft ; a 
fmall projefting point, forming the north point of a fmall cove off which 
lie five detached rocks, N.23 f.., diftance 7 miles ; and the northernmoft 
land in fight, which I confidcrcd to be cape Blanco, n. 2 e.; theobferved 
latitude was 43“ 6 ; longitude 235® 42'; and the variation 16® caft- 
wardly. 

Having now a fine gale from the s. s. ^\^ with fcrene and pleafant 
weather, we ranged along the coaft at the dillance of about a league, in 
hopes of determining die exiftence or non-exiffence of the extenfu'e river 
or ffraits, afferted to have been difcovered by Martin D’Aguilar. About 
three in the afternoon we paffed within a league of the Cape above-men- 
tioned ; and at about half that dillance from Ibme breakers that lie to the 
weftward of it. This Cape, though not fo proje 6 ling a point as cape 
Orford, is neverthelefs a confpicuous one, particularly wlien fecn from 
the north, being formed by a round hill on high perpendicular cliffs, 
fome of which are white, a confiderable height from the level of the fea. 
Above thefe cliffs it is tolerably well wooded, and is connetled to the 
main land, by land confiderably lower. In this refped it feemed exaftly to 
anfwer Captain Cook’s defeription of cape Gregory ; though its fituation 
did not appear to correfpond with that alfigned to cape Gregory by Cap- 
tain Cook; our obfervations placing it in latitude 43" 23'; longitude 
235“ 50 ; whence the coaft tends n. 21 e. About a league north of the 
pitch of the Cape, the rocky cliffs compofing it terminate, and a com- 
pact white fandy beach commences, which extends along the coaft 8 
leagues, without forming any vifible projefting point or head land. 
We failed along this beach at a dillance of from 3 to 5 miles, and had 
there been any projefting point or inlet in it, neither could have cfcapcd 
our obfervation. This induced me to confider the above point as the 
cape Gregory of Captain Cook, with a probability of its being alfo the 
cape Blanco of D’Aguilar, if land hereabouts the latter ever law. 'I'he 
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difference in latitude between our computation and that of Captain Cook ^ 79 ®* 
was 7' ; our obfervations placing the Cape that diftance farther fouth. This ^ 
might poffiblyhave been occafioned by thetempefluous weather with which 
the Refolution and Difcovtrry contended when oft this coall, preventing the 
pofition of the fevcral head lands being then afeertained with that accuracy, 
which the fair winds and pleafant weather have enabled us to affign to them. 

The land feen to the fouth of cape Gregor)’^ by Captain Cook, and by him 
confidered as anfwering nearly to the fituation of cape Blanco, muft have 
been fome of the inland mountains which to the fouth of cape Gregory 
rife to a great height ; whilfl; the land near the fea ftiore, jjarticularly in 
the neighbourhood of cape Orford, was much too low to have been feen at 
the diftapee which Captain Cook was at that time from it; and it is fair 
to prefume, tliat the exceftive bad weather led Captain Cook and his offi- 
^ to confidcr the extremely white fand on the fea fhore and on the 
iiills to be fnow. With us it j>ut on the fame appearance, excepting 
where it was interrupted by the clumps of trees, and until it was intirely 
loft in theforefl:. There could be no doubt of its being miftaken in win- 
ter for fnow, but as the general temperature of the thermometer fince 
our arrival on the coaft had been at 59 and 60, the error of fuch conclu- 
fion was fufticiently manifefted. 

I’he niglit was fpent as before ; and in the morning we failed along Thurf, a6. 
the coaft, which extended from s. e. by s. to N.i e. ; the land we hauled 
off from the preceding evening, «. 40 e. 4 or 5 leagues ; and the ncarell 
fhore eaft, fix or feven miles diftant. A conliderable increafe in the wind 
from the s.w. with appearances of a threatening nature, made me con- 
fider it not prudent to venture nearer than within 2 or 3 leagues of the 
fhore ; which being greatly obfeured by the hazinefs of the atmofphere, 
prevented out feeing much of the inland country. We loll fight again of 
the fandy beaches and low Ihores, and in lieu of them w'e were prefented 
w’ith a ftrait and compatl coaft, compofed of ftcep craggy rocky cliffs, 
nearly perpendicular to the fea, with a retired mountainous country much 
broken, and forming a great variety of dt*ep chafins ; the whole but 
thinly covered with wood. At eight we palled the only proje6iing point 
from cape Gregory. It is a high rocky bluff, nearly perpendicular to 
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> 79 ^ thefea; againil it the billows, that now ran very high, broke with im- 
« — menfe violence. This promontory I confidcred to be that w^hich Cap- 
tain Cook calls cape Pcrpetua ; our oblervations placing it in latitude 
44® 12', longitude 236“ 5'. From hence the coafl; takes a north direc- 
tion, which we ranged along at the diftance of about 3 leagues from the 
fliore, until towards noon; when having nearly reached die northern 
extent of the coaft hereabout feen by Captain Cook, and the gale ftill 
increafing, we clofe-reefed the topfails and hauled off’ fliore, until the 
weather (hould prove more favorable to the examination of an unknown 
coafl;. Cape Foulweather at this time bore by compafs n. 42 e. 3 or 4 
leagues diflaut, and the coaft indiftinftly feen, from n. by e. to s.e. by s. 
The obferved latitude 44® 42', longitude 235® 53', and the variation 18® 
€aflwardlv. 

The gale Iiaving a little abated, veered to the fouth ; and tlie haze 
clearing away from the land we again purfued our route, and in the 
afternoon paffed cape Foulweather, which is a confpicuous jiromontory, 
almofl as Angular in its appearance as any we had feen along the coaft. 
A high round bluff point projefts abruptly into the fea ; a remarkable 
table hill is fituated to the north, and a lower round bluff to the fouth of 
it. Our obfervations placed this Cape in latitude 44® 49', longitude 
236® 4'. 

From cape Foulweather the coaft takes a dire6lion a little to the eaft- 
ward of north, and is nearly a ftrait and compaft fhore, conftderably 
elevated, and in general lleep to the lea. The face of the country is 
much chequered, in fome places covered with a pleaflng verdure, in 
others occupied by barren rocks and land; but in nohe very thickly 
wooded. 

Sun-fet brought us in fight of that part of the coaft which had been 
feen by Mr. Mcars ; its northern extremity in fight bore by compafs 
N. i : cape Look-out n. 10 e. ; the neareft fhore n. 34 e. about a 
league diftant. Tliis, being a remarkably fteep bluff' cliff, flattered us for 
fome time with an appearance like the entrance of an harbour ; but on 
a nearer approach the deception was found to have been occafioned by 
the low land to the north of the bluff forming a very fhallow open bay ; 
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the fouthernmoft land in fight bore s.s.e.; in tins fituation we had 50 ^ 79 ®^- 

fatlioras of water, black Tandy bottom. u 

The night, which was tolerably fair, was fpent as ufual in preferving 
ourftation until day-light, when we purfued our examination along the Friday 27. 
coaft with a favorable breeze, attended with fome paffing Ihowers. Cape 
I.ook-out then bore by compafs call, about 2 leagues difiant. This 
Cape forms only a fmall projefting point, yet it is remarkable for the 
four rocks which lie oflF from It ; one of which is perforated, asdeferibed 
by Mr. Mears ; and excepting a rock palfed the preceding afternoon, tliefe 
were the firfl we had fecn north of cape Gregory. 

From cape Look-out, which is fituated in latitude 45" 32', longitude 
236" 1 jhe coaft takes a direftion about n. 8 nv. and is pleafingly di- 
verfified with eminences and fmall hills near the fea fliore, in which are 
fome lliallow Tandy bays, with a few detached rocks lying about a mile 
from the land. The more inland country is confiderably elevated; the 
mountains ftretch towards the fea, and at a diftance appeared to form 
many inlets and proje6ling points ; but the Tandy beach that continued 
along the coaft renders it a compaft fhore, now and then interrupted by 
perpendicular rocky cliffs, on which the furf violently breaks. This 
mountainous inland country extends about 10 leagues to the north from 
cape Look-out, where it defeends fuddenly to a moderate height ; and 
had it been deftitute of its timber, which feemed of confiderable magnitude 
and to compofe an intire foreft,»it might be deemed lowland. Noon 
brought us up with a very confpicuous point of land compofed of a 
duller of hummocks, moderately high, and proje6Hng into the fea from the 
low land before mentioned. Thefe hummocks are barren, and fteep near 
the Tea, but their tops thinly covered with wood. On the foutli fide of this 
promontory was tlte appearance of an inlet, or fmall river, the land behind 
not indicating it to be of any great extent; nor did it feem accdfible 
for veffels of our burthen, as the breakers extended from the above point 
2 or 3 miles into the ocean, until they joined thofeon the beach nearly 4 
leagues further fentth. On reference to Mr. Mears’s defeription of the 
coalt fouth of this promontor)', I was at firft induced to believe it to be 
cape Sho^lwater, but on afeertaining its latitude, I prefumed it to be 
VoL. I, E f 
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Aprfi which he calls cape Dlfappointment ; and the opening to the fouth 

of it, Deception bay. This Cape was found to be in latitude 46" l9^ 
longitude 236® 6 . 

The fea had now changed from its natural, to river coloured water; 
the probable confequence of fome ftreams falling into the bay, or into 
the ocean to the north of it, through the low land. Not conlidering 
this opening worthy of more attention, I continued our purfuit to the 
N.w. being delirous to embrace the advafitages of the now prevailing 
breeze and pleafant weather, fo favorable to our examination of the 
coaft, which now took a dire£lion n. 12 w. ; the latitude at this time was 
46® 14'; longitude 236“ I'i; and the variation of thecompafs i8“eaft- 
wardly. In this fituation we had foundings at the depth of 33 fathoms, 
black Tandy bottom ; the northernmoft land fecn from tho deck bore by 
compafs north; the promontory of cape Dilappointment, from n. 14 e. 
to N. 32 E. ; this, tlie ncareft fhore, was about 2 leagues diilant ; and the 
fouthernmoft land in fight bore s. e. by s. 

The country now before us prefented a moll luxuriant landfcape, and 
was probably not a little heightened in beauty by the weather that pre- 
vailed. The more interior parts were fomewhat elevated, and agree- 
ably diverfified with hills, from which it gradually defeended to the lliore, 
and terminated in a Tandy beach. The whole had the appearance of a 
continued foreft extending as lar north as the eye could reach, which 
made me very folicitous to find a port in the vicinity of a country prefent- 
ing fo delightful a profpe6l of fertility ; our attention was therefore earneft- 
ly direfted to this objeft, but the Tandy beach bounded by breakers ex- 
tending 3 or 4 miles into the lea, feemed to’*'be compKitely inaccelfibic 
until about four in the afternoon, when the appearance of a tolerably 
good bay prefented itfelf. For this we fleered, in the hope of finding a 
divifion in the reef, througli which, fhould admittance be gained, there 
was great reafon to expeft a well flieltcred anchorage ; but on apf)roach- 
ing within 2 or 3 miles of the breakers, we found them produced by a 
compaft reef, extending from a low projefting point of land along the 
Ihores to the fouthward, until they joined the beach to the north ol rape 
Difappointrnent. This projefting point Is fomewhat more elevated than 
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the reft of the coaft,- and is fituated in latitude 46" 40' ; longitude 235*. 

Not a little difappointed, we refumed pur route along the ftiores of this ■ « 

pleafant country. The projefting point, at fix, bore by compafs N. 10 E. ; 
the center of the bay, and the neareft part of the reef in a line n. 69 e. ; 
diftant from the former about 7, and from the latter, about 3 miles. 
Immediately within the point, the interior country is more elevated than 
to the north or fouth of it ; rifing in gradual afcent to land of a moderate 
height. In refpeft of latitude, this point anfwered nearly to Mr. Mears s 
cape Shoal water ; but, frbm his defcription of the adjacent country, it 
fliould ratlier appear to be his Low Point; and the bay we endeavoured 
to enter to the fouth of it, Shoalwater bay ; as in it there appeared two 
openings, the one taking a northerly, and the other an eaftwardly direc- 
tion. Mr. Mears likewife ftates, “ that, with their glafles, they traced 
the line of the coaft to the fouth of cape Shoalwater, which prefented no 
opening that promifed like an harbour thofe to the fouth of both thefc 
points flattered our cxpeflations, until the breakers, extending acrofs 
each of them, gave us reafon to confider them inaccelfiblc, and unwor- 
thy any lofs of time whilft accompanied by fo favorable a breeze.' At 
fun-fet we again fliortencd fail, and as ufual, hauled our wind to prelerve 
our ttation until the morning. Our foundings were from 24 to 4^ fa- 
thoms, dark brown fandy bottom. It was calm for a few hours during 
the evening and night, with a heavy fall of rain. 

The next morning at four o’clock, witli a light breeze at e.s. e. we Saturday 28. 
again fleered in for the land, and found that we had been materially af- 
fef-led by a northern current. The land we had been abreaft of the pre- 
ceding evening; now bore by compafs s. e. 6 or 7 leagues difl ant; and 
the coaft to the north of it ftill continuing to ajjpear a ftrait and comptt£l; 
fliore, I did not attempt gaining a nearer view, but pafled on to the 
northward, keeping at about a league from the land which now took an 
alrnoft north direction, to a point that, after the Right Honorable Lord 
Grenville, I named Point Grenvili.e, fituated in latitude 47" 22', 
longitude 235" 58'v ; whenee the coaft tends ^’.N.yv^ Lying off point 
Grenville are three fmall rocky iflets, one of which, like, that at cape 
Look-out, is perforated. 
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From hence, as we proceeded to the north, the coafl began to increafe 
regularly in height, and the inland country, behind the low land bor- 
dering on the fea fliore, acquired a couliderable degree of elevation. The 
fhores we palTed this morning, differed in fome refpe£l:s from thofe we 
had hitherto feen. They were coinpofed of low cliffs rifing perpendicu- 
larly from a beach of fand or finall ffones ; had many detached rocks of 
various romantic forms lying at the diftance of about a mile, with regu- 
lar foundings, between i6 and 19 fathomsffoft fandy bottom. Noon 
brpughi us in fight of land, which was confiderbd to be that named by 
Mr. Barclay, Deftruftion ifland; bearing by compafs from n. 14W. to 
N. lyw.; the fouthernmoft land in fight, s. 53E.; the northeriimofl: 
N.36W.; and the neareft fhore n. 65E. at the diftance of about 4 
miles ; in this fituation our obferved latitude was 47® 30', longirude 235* 
49', and tlie variation of the compafs 18® eaftwardly. 

In the afternoon the wind we had been fo happily favored with died 
away, and was fucceeded by calms and light variable breezes. Thefe, 
with a current or tide letting rapidly in Ihore, obliged us to anchor in 
21 fathoms, on a bottom of foft fand and mud : the coaft, which now 
formed a ftrait and compaft Ihore, bore by compafs from n. 30 w. to 
s. 49 E. ; the neareft part of the main land, eaft, about five miles ; Deftruc- 
tion illand, being the neareft Ihore, n. 5 e. to n. 5 w. about a league 
diftant ; and forae breakers extending from its north point n. 8 w. 

This illand is fituated in latitude 47* 37' ; longitude 235® 49' ; and is, 
by far, the largeft detached land yet obferved on the coaft. It is about 
a league in circuit, low, and nearly flat on the top, prefenting a very 
barren afpctl, and producing only one or two dwarf trees at each end. 
A canoe or two were feen paddling near the ifland! It was a fa 61 : not 
Jefs Angular than worthy obfervation, that, on the whole extenfive coaft 
of New Albion, and more particularly in the vicinity of thofe lertile 
and delightful Ihores we had lately palled, we had not, excepting to 
the fouthward of cape Orford and at this place, feen any inhabitants, or 
met with any circumftances, that in the moft diftant manner indicated 
a probability of the countiy being inhabited. 

The ferenity of the weather, although very pleafant, was rendered 
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exceflively irkfome by the want of wind ; our progrcfs was flow, and our 
curlofity was much excited to explore the promifed expanfive medi- 
terranean ocean, which, by various accounts, is faid to have exiftence in 
thele regions. The feveral large rivers and capacious inlets, that have 
been deferibed as difeharging their contents into the pacific, between the 
40th and 48th degree of north latitude, were reduced to brooks, infuffi- 
cienl for our veflels to navigate, or to bays, inapplicable as harbours, for 
refitting ; excepting that onc'of which Mr. Dalrymple informs us, that 
“ it is alledged that the STpaniards have recently found an entrance in the 
“ latitude of 47® 45' north, which in 27 days courfe brought tliem to 
“ the vicinity of Hudfon’s bay ; this latitude exaftly correfponds to the 
“ ancient relation of John De Fuca, the Greek pilot, in 1592.”* This 
inlet could be now only ten miles from us ; and another that had been 
vifited by Mr. Mears and other traders on the coaft, was not more than 
20 leagues diflant. We had been extremely fortunate in the favorable 
winds that had attended us along this coaft, and their ablence at this 
jun6hire made us impatient for their return. Our anxiety was, how- 
ever, of no long duration ; as by three o’clock on funday morning we 
were indulged with a pleafant breeze, with which at day-light we weighed 
and ftotjd along the Ihore to the n. w. Whilft at anchor we found a 
conftant current, without intermiflion, letting in the line of the coaft 
to the northward, at an uniform rate of near half a league per hour. 
Since we had palled cape Orfo^d, we had been regularly thus alFcfled, 
and carried further to the north by 10 or 12 miles per day than we ex- 
pefted. 

At four o’clock, a fail was difeovered to the weftward Handing in Ihore. 
1 his was a ver^' great novelty, not having leen any velTel but our con- 
fort, during the laft eight months. She foon hoifted American colours, 
and fired a gun to leeward. At fix we fpoke her. She proved to be 
the iKip Columbia, commanded by Mr. Robert Gray, belonging to Bofton, 
whence Ihe had been abfent nineteen months. Having little doubt of 
his being the fame perfon who had formerly commanded the Hoop Walh- 
ington, 1 defircfl he would bring to, and fent Mr. Puget and Mr. Men- 
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^ 792 * zies on board to acquire fuch information as might be ferviceable in our 
future operations. 

The moft remarkable mountain we had feen on tlie coaft of New 
Albion, now prefented itfelf. Its fummit, covered with eternal fnow, 
was divided into a very elegant double fork, and rofe confpicuoufly from 
a bafe of lofty mountains clothed in the lame manner, which defeended 
gradually to hills of a moderate height, and terminated like that we had 
feen the preceding day, in low cliffs fallittg perpendicularly on a fandy 
beach; off which were fcattered many rocks and rocky iflets of various 
forms and fizes. This was generally conlidered, though it was not con- 
firmed by its latitude, to be the mount Olympus of Mr. Mears ; it be- 
ing the only confpicuous mountain we had obferved on the part of the 
coafl he had vifited. Mount Olympus is placed in latitude 47“ lo': 
whereas our latitude now was 47“ 38' : and as this mountain bore n. 55 k. 
it mull confequently be to the north of us ; although wc were unable 
to determine its precife lituation, by the thick hazy weather which fliort- 
ly fucceeded. 

On the return of the boat, we found our conjectures had not been 
ill grounded, that this was the fame gentleman who had commanded 
the 'floop Wafliington at the time, w’e are informed, fhc had made a very 
lingular voyage behind Nootka. It was not a little remarkable that, on 
our approach to the entrance of this inland fca, we fhould fall in with 
the identical perfon who, it had been ftated, had failed through it. His 
relation, however, differed ver}' materially from that puhlifhed in Eng- 
land. It is not poffible to conceive any one to be more aflonifhed than 
was Mr. Gray, on his being made acquainted, that hi? authority had 
been quoted, and the track pointed out that he had been faid to have 
made in the floop Wafhington. In contradi6Hon to which, he af- 
fured the officers, that he had penetrated only 50 miles into the fl rails 
in queftion, in an k.s.e. direftion ; that he found the paffage 5 leagues 
wide ; and that he underftood, from the natives, that the opening extend- 
ed a confiderable diflance to the northward ; that this was all the infor- 
mation he had acquired refpefting this inland lea, and that he returned 
into the ocean by the fame way he had entered at. T he inlet he fu])- 
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pofed to be the fame that De Fuca had difcovered, which opinion » 79 ?- 
fecuied to be univerfally received by all* the modern vifitors. He like- . — ^ 
M'ife informed them of his having been off the mouth of a river in the 
latitude of 46*10', where the outfet, or reflux, was fo ftrong as to 
prevent his entering for nine days. This was, probably, the opening 
paffed by us on the forenoon of the 27th ; and was, apparently, inac- 
ceffible, not from the current, but from the breakers that extended 
acrofs it. He had alfo entered another inlet to the northward, in la- 
titude 54"^ ; in which lie had failed to the latitude of 56°, without dif- 
covering its termination. The fouth point of entrance into Dc Fuca’s 
flreights he ftated to be in 48* 24', and conceived our diftance from it 
to be about 8 leagues. The laft winter he had fpent in port Cox, or, as 
the natives call it, Clayoquot, from whence he had failed but a few days. 

During the winter he had built a fmall veffel, in which he had difpatch- 
ed a mate and ten men to barter for furs on Queen Charlotte’s iflands, 
and was himfelf now commencing his fummer’s trade along the coaft to 
the fomhward. Whilft he remained at Clayoquot, Wicanani/h, the chief 
of that diftri6t, had concerted a plan to capture his fliip, by bribing a 
native of Owhyhcc, whom Mr. Gray had with him, to wet the priming 
of all the fire-arms on board, which were conftantly kept loaded ; trpon 
which the chief would cafily have overpowered the (hip’s crew, by a 
number of daring Indians who were affembled for that purpofe. This 
prqjecl was happily difcovered,, and the Americans being on their guard 
the fata! efl'efts of the enterprize were prevented. 

Having obtained this information, our courfe was again direfted along 
the coalt to (Ire nortliward. It continued to increale in height as we 
advanced, with nuniberlefs detached rocky iflets, amongft which were 
many funken rocks, extending in fome places a league from the fljorc. 

As we palled the outermoft of thefe rocks at the diflance of a mile, w'e 
plainly diflinguifhed the fouth point of entrance into De Fuca’s ftraits, 
bearing by compafs n.8vv. : the oppofite fide of the ftiaits, though 
indillin6ily feen in conTcquence of the haze, plainly indicated an open- 
ing of confiderable extent. The thick rainy weather permitted us to 
fee little of the country, yet we were enabled to afeertain that this coaft, 
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• Cape Flat- 
tery. 


like that which we had hitherto explored from cape Mendocino, was 
firm and compafl, without an^ opening into the mediterranean fca, as 
Hated in latitude 47® 45' ; or the leafl ap2)carance of a fafe or fecure har- 
bour, eitlier in that latitude, or, from it fouthward to cape Mendocino ; 
notwithftanding that, in lhatfpacc, geographers have thought it expedient 
to furnifh many. Thofe, however, who from fuch ideal reports may 
be induced to navigate, in the confidence of meeting fuch reforts for 
flielter or refrelhment, will, it is greatly tO* be apprehendecl, be led into 
confiderable error, and experience like myfelf no fmall degree of mor- 
tification. 

We now faw feveral villages fcattered along the fliore, whofe inhabi- 
tants came off for the purpofe, as we fuppofed, of trading ; as the Colum- 
bia brought to for a fliort time, and again made all the fail* fhe could af- 
ter us; which led us to conjeflure, that Mr. Gray had not been per- 
feftly fatisfied with the account given by our officers, and fufpc^lcd that 
our objeft was of a commercial nature like his own, as he had informed 
our gentlemen that he was immediately going a confiderable way to the 
fouthward. We were, at this time, within 2 or 3 miles of the Ihore ; 
the wind blew a frefti gale, attended with thick rainy weather from the 
E.S.F.. But as it was favorable for entering this inlet, we 'were eager 
to embrace the opportunity it afforded, and Ihortened fail that the 
Chatham might take the lead. About noon, we reached its fouth en- 
trance, which I underftand the natives diffinguifh by the name of 
Claffet* ; it is a proje£i;ing and confpicuous promontory ; and bore, by 
compafs, from n. 56 e. to N.35E., diftant from its nearefl; part about two 
miles. Tatooche’s ifiand, unitejl to the promontory by 4 ledge of rocks 
owr which the fca violently breaks, bore n. 17 e. to n. 30E. ; and the 
rocklying off the ifiand, as deferibed by Mr. Duncan in his excellent 
(ketch of the entrance into this inlet, n. 14 e. In the latitude, however, 
there appears to be an error of 10 miles; which, from Mr. Duncan’s 
accuracy in other refpe£ls, I was induced to attribute to the prcls. I'he 
fouth entrance is by him dated to be in 48“ 37' ; whereas, by our run, 
and making every allowance, we could not place it fd far north as Mr. 
Gray. No great violence of tide was experienced ; nor did we obferve 
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the Pinnacle rock, as reprefented by Mr. Mears and Mr. Dalrymple, in *79?* 
order to identify thefe as De Fuca’s ftfaits, or any other rock more con- t 
fpicuous than thoufunds along the coaft, varying in form and fize; 
fome conical, others with flat fides, flat tops, and ahnolt cveiy' other Ihape 
that can be figured by the imagination. 

We followc'd the Chatham between Tatooche’s ifland and the rock, 
hauling to the eaftward along the fouthern fliore of the fuppofed ftraits 
of De Fuca. This rock, which rifes juft above the furface of the water, 
and over which the furf breaks with great violence, I called Rock Dun- 
can, in commemoration of that gentleman’s difeovery. It is fituated, 
as he reprefents, about N. 20 e., nearly half a league from Tatooche’s 
ifland ; forming a palfage, to all appearance, perfeftly clear. The ifland 
of Tatoocli^is of an oblong fhapC, lying nearly in a n.w. and s.e. di- 
reflion, about half a league in circuit, bearing a verdant and fertile ap- 
pearance, without any trees. On the eaft fide is a cove which nearly 
divides the ifland into two parts ; the upper part of the cliff in the cen- 
ter of the cove, had the appearance of having been feparated by art for 
the protefiion or conveniency of the village there fituated; and has a 
communication from cliff to cliff above the houfes of the village by a 
bridge or caufeway, over which the inhabitants were feen pafling qnd 
repaffmg. On the beach were leen feveral canoes, and fome of them 
would moft probably have vifited us, had we thought proper to 
ftiortcn fail. This promontory,^ though not greatly elevated, rifes very 
abruptly from the fea in ftcep barren cliffs; above thefe it feeras well 
wooded ; but the badnefs of the weather that obfeured the adjacent coun- 
try, prevented alfo our afeertaining its fituation. From the north-weft 
part of Tatooche’s ifland, which bears from the north point of the pro- 
montory of Claffet u.jgw. diftant about two miles, the exterior coaft 
takes a direflion nearly fouth about 10 leagues; where, as we paffed, I 
anxiodfly looked out for the point which Captain Cook had diftinguiftied 
by the name of Cape Flattery, of which I could not be completely fa- 
tislied, on account of the difference in latitude. A fliallow bay, however, 
does extend about 3 leagues to the fouthward of Claffet, which falls fome 
diftance back from the general line of the coaft ; and the bafe of the in- 
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^79** land mountains which projcft there, and form deep ravines, prefcnt at 
diftance the appearance of a fafef and fecure port ; but, on a nearer 
approach, the whole was found firmly conne6led by a fandy beach. 
This, moft probably, is the bay which the Refolutioii and Difcovcry 
ftood into ; and Clalfet is the point, with an illand lying off it, which Cap- 
tain Cook called cape Flattery. The difference in latitude, (if Mr. Gray 
is correft, who has paffed it leveral times, and always made it nearly 
the fame,) may have been occalioned by -a current fimilar to that which 
we had lately experienced along the coaft; afi'e6ling the Rcfolution in 
the fame manner, between noon, when their latitude was obfcr^’ed, and 
’ late in the evening, when Captain Cook hauled off the coall. 

As we proceeded along the fliore, we paffed the village of Claffct, 
which is fituated about two miles within, the Cape, and has tlit 3J)pearance 
of being extenfive and populous. As the frefti fouthwardly wind became 
much moderated by the intervention of the high land w’C were now under, 
fome of the inhabitants found no difficulty in vifiting us ; this they did 
in a very civil, orderly, and friendly manner, rcquefling permiffion be- 
fore they attempted to enter the Ihip ; and on receiving fome prefents, 
with affurances of our friendlhip, they very politely and eariicfll)' folici- 
ted us to flop at their village. The fituatiou of the anchorage however 
being much expofed, and wiflting for fomefnug port where, with cafe and 
convenience, the various neceffary fervices we now' required might be 
performed, I declined their very cordial invitation, and dirctled our 
courfe up the inlet, entertaining no doubt that we fhould fbon be ena- 
bled to accommodate ourfclves w’ith a more advantageous ftation. 

The few natives who came off refembled, in moll rf*fpc6ls, the peo- 
ple of Nootka. Their perfons, garments, and bch&viour, are very firni- 
lar; fome difference was obferved in their ornaments, particularly in 
ihofe worn at the nofe ; for inftead of the crefeent, generally adopu'd by 
the inhabitants of Nootka, thefe wore Hrait pieces of bone. Their ca- 
noes, arms, and implements, were exa6lly the fame. 'Ihey fpoke the 
fame language, but did not approach us with the formality oljferved by 
thofe people on vifiting the Refolution and Difcovcry; which may pro- 
bably be owing to their having become more familiar wdth flrangers. 
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The wind veering to the s. e. obliged us to turn up along fhore on the 
fouthern fide of the firaits, which, from cape Clalfet, takes a direftion l..— y— . 
s. 70 E. About two miles within the village we palTed a frnall open bay, 
with a little ifland lying <^11 its eaftern fide, apparently loo infignificant to 
anfwcr our purpolc of refitting. The weather becoming more unpleafant 
as the day advanced ; at Icven in the evening we came to anchor in 23 
fathoms water, on a bottom of black fand and mud, about a mile from 
the Ihore. 

1 now became acquainted that after wc liad palfed within Tatooche’s 
ifland a rock was noticed, and fuppofed to be that reprefented as De Fuca’s 
pinnacle rock ; this however was vifible only lor a lew minutes, from its 
being clofi* to the fliore of the main land, inltead of lying in the entrance 
of the ftrait^'.nor did it correfpond with that which has been fo de- 
feribed. 

It was foiuewluu. remarkable, that altliough we rode all night by the 
wind, the Chatham, though anchored notaf quarter of a mile in fliore of 
us, rode to a regular fix hours tide, running near half a league per hour ; 
and, by the ajijiearance of the Ihores, the ebb and flow feemed to have 
been very confiderable. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

Proceed up the Straits — Anchor under New Dungenefs — Remarks on the 
coqji of New Albion — Arrive in port -Difcovery — TranfaHions there — 
Boat excurfm — Quii port Bifcomery — AJtrommical and nautical obfer- 
nations. 


1792. 

April. 


Th E evening of the 29th brought us to an anchor in very thick rainy 
weather, about 8 miles witliin the entrance on the fouthern fhoro of tlic 
Monday 30. fuppofccl ftraits of Dc Fuca. The following morning, a gentle bree7:e 
fprangup from the n.w. attended with clear and pleafant weather, which 
prefented to our view this renowned inlet. Its foutluTii fliorcs were fecn 
to extend, by compals, from n. 83 w. to e. : the former being the hnall 
ifland wc had paffed the preceding afternoon, which lying about half a 
mile from the main land, was about 4 miles diftant from us ; its northern 
fhorc extends from n. 68 w. to n. 73 e! ; the neareft point of it, diflant 
about 3 leagues, bore n. 15 w. We weighed anclior with a favorable 
wind, and fteered to the call along the fouthern ftiore, at the diflance 
of about two miles, having an* uninterrupted hori/^on between eafl and 
N. 73 E. The fliores on each fide the ftraits are of a moderate height ; 
and the delightful ferenity of the weather permitted our fixing this inlet 
to great advantage. 'J'hc ftiores on the fouth fide arc compofi'd of low 
Tandy cliffs, falling perpendicularly on beaches of fimd or flones. From 
the top of thefe cliffy eminences, the land appeared to take* a further 
gentle moderate afeent, and was intirely covered with trees chiefly of the 
pine tribe, until the foreft reached a range of high craggy mountains, 
which feemed to rife from the wood-land country in a very abrujit 
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manner, with a few fcattered trees on their fteril fidcs, and their fum- 
mits covered with fnow. The northern fliore did not appear quite fo 
high : it rofe more gradually from the fea-fide to the lops of tlie mountains, 
which had the appearance of a compa6l range, infinitely more uniform, 
and much lefs covered wirii fnow, than thofe on the fouthern fide. 

Our latitude, at noon, was 48“ 19'; longitude 236“ 19' ; and the va- 
riation of the compafs 1 8® eaftwardly. In this fituation, the northern 
fliore extended by compafs from n. 82 w. to n. 51 e. ; between the lat- 
ter, and the eaflern extremity of the fouthern Ihore, bearing n. 88 e., wc 
ftad ftill an unbounded horizon; whilll the ifland before mentioned, 
continuing to form the weft extremity of tl;e fouthern fliore, bore s. 84 w. 
By thefe obfervations, which I have great reafon to believe were cor- 
reftly taken'Sthc north promontory of Claflet Ls fituated in latitude 48“ 
23 longitude 235® 38'. The fmoothnefs of the fea, and clearnefs of 
the. Iky, enabled us to take feveral fets of lunar diftances, which gave 
the longitude to the eaftward of the chronometer, and ferved to confirm 
our former obfervations, that it wavS gaining very materially on the rate 
as I'cttled at Otaheitc. As the day advanced, the wind, which a.s well 
as the weather was delightfully plcafant, accelerated our progrefs along 
the fliorc. This feemed to indicate a fpcedy termination, to the inlet ; as 
high land now began to appear juft riling from that horizon, which, a 
few hours before, we had confidered to be unlimited. Every new ap- 
pearance, as wc proceeded, furijiflied new conje 61 ures ; the whole was 
not vifibly connetfed ; it might form a clufter of illands leparated by 
large arms of the lea, or be united by land not fiifficicntly high to be 
)'et difcernible. About five in the afternoon, a long, low, fandv fioint 
of land M^as obferved projecting from the cliffy fhores into the fea. be- 
hind which was feen the appearance of a well-lheltered bay, and, a 
little to the s.e. of it, an opening in the land, promifing a fafe and ex- 
tenlive port. About this time a very' high confpicuoiis craggn- moun- 
tain, bearing by compafs N. 50 E. prelented itfelf, towering above the 
clouds : as low' down as they allowed it to be vifible it was cot ered tvitli 
i'now' ; and fouth of it, w’as a long ridge of very rugged fnowy moun- 
tains. 
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‘79** tains, much lefs elevated, which fecmcd to ftretch to a confiderablc 
uiltanco. 

As iny intention was to anchor for the night under tlic low point, the 
necellary fignal.s wore jnade to the Chatliam ; and at feven we hauled 
round it, at tlie dillancc of about a mile. Tins was, however, too near, 
as wc foon found ourlelves in 3 fathoms water ; but, on fteering about 
lialf a mile to the north, the depth increafed to 10 fathoms, and we 
rounded the lhallow fpit, which, though not very confpicuous, is fliewn 
by the tide caufmg a conlidcrable rippling over it. Having turned up 
a little way into the bay, wc anchored on a bottom of foft fand and 
mud in 1 /j fatlioms water. The low fandy point of land, which from its 
great releinblancc to Dungenefs in the Briiifh channel I called New Du n'- 
CENESS, bore by compafs n. .p w. about 3 miles diftant,' from whence 
tlie low proj<*tling land extends until it reaches a bluff cliff of a mode- 
rate height, hearing from us s. 60 w. about a league diftant. From this 
ftation the Ihores bore the fame appearance as thofe wc had paffed in 
the morning, compofingonc intire foreft. The fnowy mountains of the 
inland country were, however, neither fo high nor fo rugged, and were 
further removed from the fca fliore. T’he nearclt parts bore by com- 
pals from us, fouth about half a league off; the apparent port s. 50 e. 
about 2 leagues ; and the fouth point of an inlet, leemingly very capa- 
cious, s. 85 E. ; with land appearing like an ifland, moderately elevated, 
lying before its entrance, from s. 85 e. tc n. 87 e. ; and the s.e. extremity 
of that which now appeared to be the fouthern fhore, n. 71 e. From 
this dire6lion round by the north and n.w. the high diffant land formed, 
as already obferved, like detached illands, arnongfl whicll the lofty moun- 
tain, difeovered in the afternoon by the third lieutenant, and in compli- 
ment to him called by me Mount Baker, rofe a very confpicuous 
objetl, bearing by compafs n. 43 e., apparently at a very remote dif- 
tance. A fmall Indian village was near us on the fouth fide of tlie bay, 
but we had not yet been vilited by any of the inhabitants. We had 
now advanced further up this inlet than Mr. Gray, of (to our know- 
ledge) any other perfon from the civilized world ; although it Ihould 
hereafter be proved to be the fame which is faid to have been entered by 
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De Fuca, in fupport of which, oral icRimony is the only authority pro- 
duced ; a tradition rendered flill more doubtful by its entrance differing 
at leaft 40' in latitude. 

Confidering qurfelves now on the point of commencing an examination 
of an intirely new fe'^iortT^annot take lea\ e of the coafl already known, 
without obtruding a fliofw, remark on that part of the continent, compre- 
hending a fj)ace of nearly 2i^Ieagues, on which our inquiries had been 
lately employed under the moll fortunate and favorable circundlances of 
wind and weather. So minutely had this extenfive coafl. been infpe6lcd, 
that the furf had been conflantly lecn to break on its fliores from the 
mafl-head ; and it was but in a few fmall intervals only, where our dif- 
tance precluded its being vifible from the deck. Whenever the wea- 
ther ])reven{hd our making free with the Ihore, or on our hauling off 
for the night, the return of fine weather and of day-light uniformly 
brought us, if not to the identical fpot we had departed from, at leafl 
within a few miles of it, and never beyond the northern limits of the 
coafl which we had previoufly feen. An examination fo direfted, and 
circuinflances happily concurring to permit its being fo executed, af- 
forded the mofl complete opportunity of determining its various turn- 
ings and windings ; as alfo the pofition of all its confpicuous points,. af- 
certained by meridional altitudes for the latitude, and obfervations for the 
chronometer, which we had the good fortune to ma^ conflantly once, 
and in general twice c\'cry day, tjie preceding one only excepted. 

It muft be confidered as a very Angular circumftance that, in fo great 
an extent of fea coafl, wc fliould not until now have feen the appearance 
td’ any opening in its fhores, which prefented any certain profpeft of 
affording flicker ; the whole coafl forming one compati, fblid, and nearly 
flrait barrier againfl the fea. 

The river Mr. Gray mentioned^ fliould, ffom the iaiitmle he af- 
figned'to it, have exiftence in the bay, fbuth of cape Dli'appointment. 
Tliis we paffed on the forenoon of the 27th; and, as I then ob- 
ferved, if any inlet or river fliould be found, it mull he a very intri- 
cate one, and inacceffiblc to vcflels of our burthen, owing to the reefs 
and broken water which then anjicared in its ncighboiirliood. Mr. 
Gray flated, that he had been feccral days attempting to enter it^ 
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which at length he was unable to elfcft in confequence of a very ftrong 
outft t. 'I’his is a phenomenon difficult to account for, as, in moll cafes 
where there are outlets of fuch llrength on a fea coaft, there arecorrefpond- 
ing tidt\s letting in. Be that however as it may, I was thoroughly convin- 
ced, as were alii) moll perfons of obfervation <iii boeru, that we could not 
polhbly have palfcd any fafe navigable opening,-- harbour, or place of fe- 
curity for Ihipping on this coall, from cape Mendocino to the promontory 
of Clalfet; nor had we any reafon to alter our opinions, notwithftanding 
that theoretical geographers have thought proper to affert, in that fpace, 
the exiftence of arms of the ocean, communicating with a mediterranean 
fea, and extenfive rivers, with fafe and convenient ports. Thefe ideas, not 
derived from any fourcc of fubftantial information, have, it is much to be 
feared, been adopted for the foie purpofe of giving unlindf^ credit to 
the traditionary exploits of ancient foreigners, and to undervalue the 
laborious and enterprising exertions of our own countrymen, in the 
noble fcience of difeovery. 

Since thevifion of the fouthern continent, (from which the Incas of Peru 
are faid to have originated,) has vanilhed ; the pretended difeoveries of De 
Fuca and DeFonte have been revived, in order to prove the exiftence of a 
north-weft palTage. Thefe have been fupported by the recent concurring 
opinions of mode^ traders, one of whom is faid to conceive, that an 
opening ftill further to the north is that which De Fuca entered. Under 
this alfertion, fhould any opening further to the northward be difeovered 
leading to a n.w. paflage, the merit of fuch difeovery will necclfarily 
be aferibed to De Fuca, De Fonte, or fome other favorite voyager of 
thefe clofet philofophers. 

The preceding evening brought us to an anchor under New Dunge- 
nels. Our May-day was uftiered in by a morning of the moft delight- 
fully plealant weather, affording us, from the broken appearance of the 
coaft before us, the profpeft of foon reaching a fafe and commodious 
harbour. Indeed, our prefent lituation was far from ineligible, as it 
promifed to admit us as near the ftiore as we might diink proper to take 
our ftation. Mr. Whidbey was therefore difpatched in the cutter, to 
found, and fearch for frelh water. 
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The appearance of the huts we now faw, indicated the refidence of 
the natives in them to be of a temporary nature only ; as we could per- 
ceive with our glafles, that they differed very materially from the habi> 
tations of any of the American Indians we had before feen, being com- 
pofed of nothing mcn({||^thaK^ few mats thrown over crofs flicks ; where- 
as thofe we had paffeo^kh^ precediugjay, in two or three finall vil- 
lages to the eaflward of Cla!fibt, were built exaftly after the fafhion of 
the houfes ere6led at Nootka*. The inhabitants feemed to view us 
with the utmofl indifference and unconcern ; they continued to fifh be- 
fore their huts as regardlefs of our being prefent, as if fuch veffels had 
been familiar to them, and unworthy of their attention. On the low 
land of New Dungenefs were crefled perpendicularly, and feemingly 
with much r^ularity, a number of very tall (Irak poles, like flag-ftaves 
or beacons, fupported from the ground by fpurs. Their Hrfl appearance 
induced an opinion of their being intended as the uprights for flagcs on 
which tliey might dry their fifh ; but this, on a nearer view, feemed impro- 
bable, as their height and diflance from each other would have required 
fpars of a greater fize to reach from one to the other, than the fub- 
flance of the poles was capable of fuftaining. They were, undoubtedly, 
intended to anfwer fome particular purpofe ; but whether of a religidus, 
civil, or military nature, muft be left to fome future invefligation. 

Mr. Whidbey found from i o to 3 fathoms water clofe to the fhore. 
He landed at the upper part of |he bay, but could not find any water ; 
nor difl he fee the appearance of any along the fhore near the habita- 
tions of the Indians, who remained, as before deferibed, or fifhing on 
the water, without paying any more attention to the cutter, than if fhe 
had been one of their own canoes. 

On recci\ ing this report, the Chatham’s cutter, witli the Difeovery’s 
yawl and cutter, were ordered to be armed and fupplicxl wdth a day’s 
proviilon ; with which we fat off to examine the two apparent openings 
ncarefl. to us. We found the furface of the fca almofl covered with 
aquatic birds of various kinds, but all fo extremely fhy that our fportf- 
rnen were unable to reach them with their guns, although they made 
many attempts. The firfl opening to the s. k. appeared to be formed 
VoL. I., G g by 


* 79 ** 

May. 


• Vide 
Cook’s lafl 
Voyage. 



A VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY 

by two high bluffs ; the elevated land within them feemingly at a confide- 
rable diftance. It proved, however, to be a clofe and compa£l fhore, the 
apparent vacant fpace being occupied by a very low' Tandy beach, off 
which extended a flat of very fhallow foundings. Fronj hence we made 
the beft of our way for land, appearing likefin ift'-ad, off the other fup- 
pofed opening; from whofe fummit. wJiieh leeijvrd eafy of acccls, there was 
little doubt of our afeertaining wheth^i^the coaft afforded any port 
within reach of the day’s excurfion. On landing on the weft end of the 
fuppofed ifland, and afeending its eminence which was nearly a perpen- 
dicular cliff, our attention was immediately called to a landfcape, almoft 
'as enchantingly beautiful as the moft elegantly finifhed pleafure grounds 
in Europe. From the height we were now upon, our con jeftures of this 
land V)cing an ifland fituatcd before the entrance of an o^J^ing in the 
main land were confirmed. The fummit of this ifland prefented nearly a 
horizontal furface, interl'perfed with fome inequalities of ground, which 
produced a beautiful variety on an extenfive lawn covered with luxu- 
riant grafs, and diverfified with an abundance of flowers. To the north- 
weftward, was a coppice of pine trees and flirubs of various forts, that 
feemed as if it had been planted for the foie purpofe of protefting from 
the N.w. winds this delightful meadow, over which were promifcuoufly 
fcattered a few clumps of trees, that would have puzzled the moft inge- 
nious defigner of pleafure grounds to have arranged more agreeably. 
Whilft we flopped to contemplate the^ feveral beauties of nature, in a 
profpeft no lefs pleafing than unexpefted, we gathered fome goofeber- 
ries and rofes in a ftate of confiderablc forwardnefs. Calling our eyes 
along the fltore we had the fatisfa6lion of feeing it much broken, and 
forming to all appearance many navigable inlets. I’he inlet now before 
us did not feem fo extenfive, as we had reafon to believe it to be from 
the Ihips; yet there was little doubt of its proving fufficiently fccure 
and convenient for all our purpofes. We therefore proceeded' to its 
examination, and found its entrance to be about a league wide, hav- 
ing regular good foundings from lo fathoms clofe to the Ihores, to 
30, 35, and 38 fathoms in the middle, without any apparent danger 
from rocks or fhoals. Frefli water, however, feemed hitherto a 
fcarce commodity, and yet, from the general face of the country, a 
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deficiency In this refpeft was not to be apprehended. The fliores of the *^^ 9 *- 
harbour were of a moderate height ; its weftern fide, bounded at no very « » 

great diftance by a ridge of high craggy mountains covered with fnow, 
were, as I conceiv'ed, connefted with the mountain we took for mount 
Olympus. In queii^ot tise only great obje6l neceflary for conftituting • 
this one of the fineft ita4[boiL!Pw world, we profecuted our re- 
fcarches ; until almoft defpairiug of fucceft, I fuddenly fell in with an 
excellent ftream of very fine water. The defign of our excurfion was thus 
happily accomplilhed ; and, after taking fome little refrelhment, we re- 
turned towards the Ihips, and arrived on board about midnight, per- 
fectly fatisfied with the fuccefs of our expedition, and amply rewarded 
for our labour. 

During m'^ abfence, fome of the natives had been trading with the 
velfels in a very civil and friendly manner. They did not appear to un- 
derftand the Nootka language ; as thofe of our people who had fome 
knowledge of it were by no means able to make themfelves underftood. 

A light pleafant breeze fpringing up, we weighed on wednefday morn- Wednet s. 
ing, and fteered for the port we had difeovered the preceding day, 
whofe entrance about 4 leagues diftant bore s. e. by e. The delightful 
ferenity of the weather greatly aided the beautiful feenery that was now 
prefented ; the furface of the fea was perfeClly fmooth, and the country 
before us exhibited every thing that bounteous nature could be expefted 
to draw into one point of view, y As we had no reafon to imagine that 
this country had ever been indebted for any of its decorations to the 
hand of man, I could not poffibly believe that any uncultivated coun- 
try had ever been difeovered exhibiting fo rich a piClure. The land, 
which interrupted the horizon between the n.w. and the northern 
quarters, feemed, as already mentioned, to be much broken ; from 
whence its eallern extent round to the s. e. was bounded by a ridge of 
fnowy mountains, appearing to lie nearly in a north and fouth direftion, 
on which mount Baker rofe confpicuoufly ; remarkable for its height, 
and the fnowy mountains that ftretch from its bale to the north and 
fouth. Between us and this fnowy range, the land, which on the fea Ihore 
terminated like that we had lately palled, in low perpendicular cliffs, or on 
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J^ 93 - beaches of fand or (lone, rofe here in a very gentle afcent, and was 
-y-mj well covered with a variety of (lately foreft trees. Thefe, however, did 
not conceal the whole face of the country in one uninterrupted wilder- 
nefs, but pleafmgly clothed its eminences, and chequered the vallies ; 
prefenting, in many dire£lions, extenfive fp^CSS^'j^'t wore the appear- 
ance of having been cleared by art,,ii3i.4C-tne ^tfidutiful ifland we had vi- 
(ited the day before. As we pafled alor^g^e (hore 'near one of thele 
charming fpots, the tracks of deer, or of (ome fuch animal, were \'ery nu- 
merous, and flattered us with the hope of not wanting refreflunents of 
that nature, whilft we remained in this quarter. 

A pi6lure fo pleafing could not fail to call to our remembrance 
certain delightful and beloved lituations in old England. Thus we pro- 
ceeded, witliout meeting any obftruflion to our progrels ; ni^iich, though 
not rapid, brought us before noon abreaft of the dream, that difeharges 
its water from tlie wedern (hore near 5 miles within the entrance of 
the harbour ; which 1 didinguidied by the name of Port Discovery, 
after the (hip. There we moored, in 34 fathoms, muddy bottom, about 
a quarter of a mile from the (hore. 

The entrance of this harbour is formed by low projefting points, ex- 
tending, on each fide, from the high woodland cliffs which in general 
bound the coaft ; bearing by compafs n. 48 w. to n. 54 w., in a line with 
two correfponding points from the ifland already deferibed, lying off 
this harbour. Had this infular prodp6lion of nature been defigned 
by the mod able engineer, it could not have been placed more hap- 
pily for the prote£lion of the port, not only from tlie n.w. winds 
to the violence of which it would otherwife be greatly expofed, but 
againil all attempts of an enemy, when properly fo^ified; and hence I 
called it Protection Island. 

The dream of water, near which we had taken a very convenient 
dation, appeared to have its ftmree at fome didance from its outfal, 
through one of thofe low fpits td* (and already mentioned, which confti- 
tute mod of the proje6ling points we had feen ever fince our having 
entered this inlet. Thefe uftially acquire a form fomewhat circular, 
though irregular; and, in genial, are nearly deep to, extending from 
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the cliffy woodland country, from one to fix hundred yards towards the igy: 
water’s edge, and are compofed of a loofe fandy foil. The furface of 
fome was almofl; intirely occupied by a lagoon of fait water, or brack- 
ifli fwamp ; others were perfectly dry ; no one of them produced any 
trees ; but were mo’fiiy c^ered with a coarfc fpiry grafs, interfperfed 
with ftrawberries, two 6 r' 4 hr§&^^ 3 K;i„e 5 „ 4 )f clover, famphire, and a great 
variety of other finall plants ; iome of which bore very beautiful flowers. 

On a few of the points were tome flirubs that feemed to thrive excef- 
fively ; fuch as rofcs, a fpecies of fweet briar, goofeberries, rafpberries, 
currants, and feveral other fmaller buflies, which, in their refpeftive 
feafons, produce moft probably the feveral fruits common to this and 
die oppoiite fide of America. Thefe all appeared to grow very luxuri- 
antly ; and, Trom the quantity of bloflbms with which they were loaded, 
there was great reafon to believe them very produftive. 

We had little trouble in clearing a fufficient fpace for our encamp- 
ment, which was very commodioufly fituated clofe to the north fide of 
the ftream or brook. The tents, obfcrvatory, chronometers and inftru- 
ments, guarded by a party of marines, were fent on fhore after dinner ; 
and, whillt they were properly arranging, I made a fhort excurfion up 
the harbour. It extended nearly in a fouth dire£lion, about four miles 
from the fliip, and then terminated in a muddy fiat acrofs its head, 
about a quarter of a mile from the ftiore. The water, which was 7 fa- 
thoms deep clofe to the flat, gradually deepened to 10, 20, and 30 fa- 
thoms, good holding ground. On this bank were found fome fraall in- 
different oyflers. The fliores beyond it are low and thickly wooded, 
and through thorn there appeared to run a very confiderable flream of 
water, with feveral Imaller ones, emptying themfelves into the harbour. 

The back country had the appearance of a fwampy fen for a confidera- 
blc diflance. We landed not far from the largeft rivulet, where we 
found’ a deferred village capable of containing an hundred inhabitants. 

The houfes were built after the Nootka fafliion, but did not feem to 
have been lately the refidence of the Indians. 

The -habitations had now fallen into decay ; their infide, as well as a 
fmall furrounding fpace that appeared to have been formerly occupied, 
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* were over-run with weeds ; amongil which were found (everal Auman 
Ui — fculls, and other bones, promifcuoufly fcattered about. 

Thuifday 3. Qn thurfday morning we fat ferioufly to work on board, and on ftiore 
where the fail-makers were repairing and altering the fails ; coopers in- 
fpefting the calks ; gunners airing the powderySnch^jraCftTes cutting wood, 
brewing fpruce beer, ,and filling;,.ycates^.*^rt*liil^ thole on board were as 
bulily employed, in necelfary repairs aboin/the rigging ; getting the pro- 
vilions to hand ; clearing the main and after holds for the reception of 
Ihingle ballalt, of which we had for fome time Hood in much need ; 
fome of our carpenters were Hopping leaks about the bows, and the reft 
afllftcd in caulking the Chatham’s fides. The ferenity of the climate 
and feafon was extremely favorable to the execution of their feveral du- 
ties, as alfo to our aftronomical inquiries. The part of thc'^oaft that we 
had now reached being nearly deftituie of inhabitants, few circumftances 
occurred to divert our attention, or interfere with the purfuits in which 
we were all engaged. 

So little Icifure or reft had been afibrded in the leveral ports we had 
hitherto vilited lince we left the cape of Good Hope, that it was not 
Sunday 6. until tliis morning that our people could be indulged with a holiday, for 
the purpole of taking fome recreation and exercife on Ihore. 

A few of the natives in two or three canoes favored us with their com- 
pany, and brought with them fome filh and venifon for fale. The latter was 
extremely good, and very acceptable, as >^e had not obuined any ; though 
on our firft arrival we had entertained hopes of procuring a fupply, 
from the numerous tracks of deer which appeared frelh, and in all di- 
reflions. 

Thefe people, in their perfons, canoes, arms, implements, &c. feemed 
to refemblc chiefly the inhabitants of Nootka ; though lefs bedaubed with 
paint, and left filthy in tlieir external appearance. Tltey wore ornaments 
in their ears, but none were obferved in their noles : fome of therti un- 
derftood a few words of the Nootka language ; they were clothed in the 
Ikins of deer, bear, and fome other animals, but principally in a wool- 
len garment of their own manufai'ture, extremely well wrought. They 
did not appear to pofleft any furs. Their bows and implements they 
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freely bartered for knives, trinkets, copper, &c. ; and, what was very ^9*; 
extraordinary, they offered for falc two children, each about fix or feven u.— »— i ■» 
years of age, and, being fhewn fome copper, were very anxious that the 
bargain fhoufd be clofcd. This, however, I peremptorily prohibited, 
expreffing, as well aii* t waS^^|jb]ej^our great abhorrence of fuch traffic. 

As our feveral employinentisiji b^:'?vd and on fhore, would flill re- 
quire fome time before they -^jould be fully completed; and as I was 
defirous of obtaining fort\|e further knowledge of this inlet, in order that, 
when the veflels fhould be ready, we might extend our refearches without 
fear of interruption ; I direfted the Difeovery’s yawl and launch, with 
the Chatham’s cutter, properly armed, and fupplied with floras for five 
days, to be in readinefs early the next morning. I committed to Mr. 
Broughton the charge of the fhips, and to Mr. Whidbey that of the ob- 
fervatory and encampment, w’ith direftions to make a furvey of the 
jjort, and fuch further neceffary obfervations as circumflances would 
admit durina; itiv abfence. 

Mr. Menzies, with two of the young gentlemen, accompanied me in the 
yawl, Mr. Puget commanded the launch, and Mr. Johnflone the Chat- 
ham's cutter. With this arrangement, about five o’clock on monday Monday 7; 
morning we to()k our departure for the purpofe of becoming more inti- 
match’ acquainted w'ith the region in which we had fo very unexpefted- 
ly arrived. The day did not promife to be very aufpicious to the com- 
mencement of our examination. « That uninterrupted ferenityof weather 
that we had experienced the lall feven days, feemed now to be materi- 
ally changed; the wind which, in the day-time, had conflantly blown 
from the x.w. \<«ih light fouthwardly airs, or calms, from fun-fet until 
eight or ten o’clock m the forenoon, had now blown, fince the preced- 
ing evening, a moderate gale from the s.e. ; and, before we had pro- 
ceeded a mile from the fhip, brought with it a very thick fog, through 
which 'w'e fleered keeping the {larboard, or continental fhore, on board, 
trufling that towards noon the fog vrould difperfe itfelf and clear away. 

On our arrival in port Difeovery, we paffed to the s.w. of Protec- 
tion ifland ; another channel, equally as fafe and convenient, we now 
found to the s.e. of it. Having rowed againfl a flrong tide along the 
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fliore about 2 or 3 leagues to the n.e. from the entrance of port Difco- 
very, we rounded a low projefting point, and though the fog prevented 
our feeing about us, yet there was no doubt of our having entered fome 
other harbour or arm in the inlet that took a fouthwardly direftion. Here 
I propofed to wait until the weather Ihpi’ld^e niSre favorable, and in 
the mean time to haul the feine^.riRc^^as done, along the beach to 
the fouthward, with little fuccefs. ^ 

Profecuting our labours as fifhermen along the beach, we were led 
near a point (imilar to that we had pafled, and diftant from it about two 
. miles ; here the fog intirely difperfing afforded an opportunity of afcer- 
taining its latitude to be 48“ 7^30", its longitude 237® 31 'I-. A very fpa- 
cious inlet now prefented itfclf, whofe n.e. point, in a line with its s.w,, 
being the point from which we had laft departed, bore by compafs n. 
25 w, and feemed about a league afunder : mount Baker bore n. 26 k. ; 
a fteep bluff point oppofite to us, appearing to form the wefl point of 
another arm of this inlet, s. 87 e. about 4 miles diftant ; the nearell 
caflern fliore s. 50 e. about 2 miles ; and a very' remarkable high round 
mountain, covered with fnow, apparently at the fouthern extremity of 
the diftant range of fnowy mountains before noticed, bore s. 45 e. : 
the fliores of this inlet, like thole in port Difcoveiy', flioot out into feve- 
ral low, fandy, proj effing points, the fouthernmoft of which bore s. 9 1 . 
diftant about 2 leagues, where this branch of the inlet feemed to termi- 
nate, or take fome other direflion. Here we dined, and having taken 
the neceffar)' angles, I dircfled Mr. Puget to found the mid-channel, 
and Mr. Johnftone to examine the larboard or eaflern fliore, whilft I 
continued my refearches on the continental fliore, appointing the fouth- 
ernmoft low point for our next rendezvous. As we advanced, the 
countr}' feemed gradually to improve in beaut)^ The cleared fpots 
were more numerous and of larger extent ; and the remote lofty moun- 
tains covered with fnow, relief led greater luff re on the fertile produc- 
tions of thelefs elevated country. On arriving near our place of ren- 
dezvous an opening was feen, which gave to the whole of the eaflern fhorc 
undtT the examination of Mr. Johnftone, the appearance of being an 
ifland. For this we fleered, but found it clofed by a low fandy neck of' 
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land, about two hundred yards in width, whofe oppofite fliore was wafhed 
by an extenfive fait lake, or more probably by an arm of the fea ftretching v 
to the s. E. and direfting its main branch towards the high round fnowy 
mountain we had difcovered at noon : but where its entrance was litu- 
ated we could not determinen^hough conjefture led to fuppofe it would 
be found round the bluff land we had obferved from our 

dinner flation. 

In the wcftern corner of this ifthmus was fituated a deferted 
Indian village, much in “the fame ftate of decay as that which we 
had examined at the head of port Difeovery. No figns of any in- 
habitants were difcernible ; nor did we vifit it, it being expedient 
we (hould haften to our appointed fiation as night was fall ap- 
proaching, during which Mr. Johnftone did not join us ; this led us to 
fuppofe he had found fome entrance into the above lake or inlet that had 
efcaped my notice ; and which afterwards proved to have been tlie caufe of 
his abfence. Having determined the extent of this inlet, whofe fouth 
extremity is fituated in latitude 47"59^ longitude 237 *' 3 i'; at day-break, 
the next morning, wc embarked in purfuit of the entrance into the lake 
or inlet tliat we had difcovered the preceding evening. About this time, 
we heard and anfwered the report of a fwivel gun. A very ftrong run 
of water was now obferved, but being brackifh we were under the ne- 
ceflity of carrying our kegs near a mile into the country to replenifli 
ihcin, not having found any freUi water fince vre left the (hips. Whilft 
we were thus engaged, Mr. Johnftone came up. He had found a 
narrow clianncl into tlie inlet whicli had flattered liim with returning 
by the ifthmus that had oppofed our progrefs ; but to his great mortifi- 
cation he found it clbfed, and was obliged to keep rowing die greater 
part of the night, in order that he might join us by the fame palfage 
•he had entered, which he had now juft effefled. Its fouthern entrance 
was found to be navigable for fmall boats only, from half flood to half ebb, 
and was dry at low water ; but as its northern part formed a fnug little 
port, and, with its tide, feemed likely to be made ufeful in careening ; 
Mr. Johnftone was induced to profccute its examination. The furvey of 
this inlet, which had occupied our time fince the preceding day at noon, 
VoL. I. . H h having 
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having been finally accomplilhed by the joining of the boats, it pro- 
ved to be a very fafe and more capacious harbour than port Difco- 
very ; and rendered more pleafant by the high land being at a greater 
diftance from the water-fide. Its foundings alfo give it a further ad- 
vantage, being very regular from fide n^fide, from lo to 20 fathoms 
depth of water, good holding groija ^iirf^t, with refpeft to frelh water, 
fo far as we could determine by our tranfitory vifit, it was very deficient, 
IS lias been already obferyed. To this port I gave the name of Port 
Fownshknd, in honor of the noble Marquis of that name. 

Mr. Johnftone, who had a much better opportunity than I had of feeing 
he above lake or inlet, reprefented it as appearing very extenfivc and di- 
/ided into two or three branches ; but he had not been able to determine 
ts communication either with the ocean or the main inlet, although he 
lad great reafon to believe it did communicate by the way of the bluff 
aoint already mentioned ; which about noon was confirmed. In our way 
;hither, we, found on one of the low points projetling from the eaftcrn 
hore, two upright poles fct in the ground, about fifteen feet high, and 
"udely carved. On the top of each was fluck a human head, recently 
ilaced there. The hair and flefh were nearly perfeft ; and the heads 
ippeared to carry the evidence of fury or revenge, as, in driving the 
lakes through the throat to the cranium, the fagittal, with part of the 
calp, was borne on their points fome inches above the reft of the flcull. 
Between the flakes a fire had been made, and near it fome calcined bones 
urere obferved, but none of thefe appearances enabled us to fatisfy our- 
clves, concerning the manner in which the bodies had been difpofed of. 

The fituation of this point b a little to the foutkward of the nar- 
'ow paflage Mr. Johnftone had gone through; the north extremity 
)f which Ls formed by a very long Tandy fpit, where feventeen of the 
ong fupported poles were feen like thofe before deferibed on New 
Dungenefs. Thefe poles had frequently prefented themfelves,* though 
in lefs numbers than on the prefent occafion; but though thefe af- 
forded us an opportunity of examining them, they did not contribute 
the leaft inftru^ion concerning the purpofe for which they were 
intended. They were uniformly placed in the center of the low 
fandy fpit, at the diftance of about eighty yards from each other; 
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and*it fhould feem, that they were required to be of certain definite 
heights, a]th(;mgh not aH equally high. They were, in general, about 
fix inches in (iiameter at the bottom, and perf'efclly ftrait ; and, wh^n 
too Ihort, a pieoi^as added, which was very neatly fcarfed on ; the 
top of each terminating irs. two points like a crefcent, or rather like 
the ftrait fprcading horns of an ox. The talleft of thefe poles I ftiould 
fuppofe to be about one hundred feet, the fliorteft not fo high by ten or 
fifteen feet. Between feveral of them large holes were dug in the ground, 
in which were many ftones that had been burnt, which gave thefe holes 
the relemblance of the cooking places in the South-Sea iflands. There 
was, however, no appearance of any recent operations of that kind. 

In moft of my excurfions I met with an indurated clay, much re- 
fembling fuller’s-earth. The high fteep cliff, forming the point of land 
we were now upon, feemed to be principally comfk>fed of this matter ; 
which, on a more clofe examination, appeared to be a rich fpecies of the 
marrow ftone, from whence it obtained the name of Marrow-Stone 
Po I N T. Eaft of this cliff, the ftiore is extended about a quarter of a 
mile by one of thofe fandy projefting points we had fo frequently met 
with. Here we dined, and had an excellent view of this inlet, which 
appeared to be of no inconfiderable extent. The»eaftern fliore ftrctch- 
cd by compafs from n. 41 w. to s. 51 e. ; the fouth extremity of 
the weflern ftiore, bore s. 26E.; and, between thefe latter bearings, 
the horizon was occupied by iftands, or land appearing much 
broken. The weather was ferene and pleafant, and the country conti- 
nued to exhibit, between us and the eaftern fnowy range, the fame lux- 
uriant appearance. At its northern extremity, mount Baker bore by 
compafs N. 22 E. ; the round fnowry mountain, now forming its /buthern 
extremity, and which, after my friend Rear Admiral Rainier, I diftinguifli- 
ed by the name of Mount Rainier, bore n. 42 e. Having finiftied all 
our bufinefs at this ftation, the boats received the fame direftions as before ; 
and having appointed the weftern part of fome land appearing like a long 
ifland, and bearing s. e. by s. 4 leagues diftant, for our evening’s rendez- 
vous, we left Marrow-Stone point with a pleafant gale, and every profpeft 
of accompliftiing our feveral taftes. The favorable breeze availed us but 
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j^ 9 *> little ; for we had not advanced a league before we found the influence 
v ~.ij of fo flrong an ebb tide that, with all the exertions of our oars in ad- 
dition to our fails, we could fcarcely make any progrefs "*long the coaft. 
Towards fun-fet, both the wind and the weather nv^terially changed ; 
the former became light and variable, fr^. the fouthern quarter, and 
brought with it inceffant torrents of rain. We, perfevered however, in 
our endeavours to gain our deftined point, butwitliout fuccefs, until about 
eleven at night; when, having collefted the boats by flgnal, we bore up 
for the weftern, which was nearefl the fhore, and landed about one in 
the morning, completely drenched. Widi fome difficulty we got a fire, 
and found a tolerable place for our tents. This, though uncomfortable, 
proiefled us in fome degree from the inclemency of the weather, which 
Wednef. 9. detained us all the next day. On wednefday morning, we found our- 
felves near the fouth«xtremity of the narrow (hoal palTage through which 
Mr. Johnftone had palfed from portTownfliend, in a very fine cove, af- 
fording good anchorage from 10 to 25 fathoms, excellent holding ground, 
and fufficiently capacious to accommodate many velfels. We traverfed 
its northern fliores, but could not find any water, except fuch as drip- 
ped in fmall quantities from the rocks. Whilft detained by this unfa- 
vorable weather, fome of the young gentlemen in their excurfions found 
feveral oak trees, of which they produced fpecimens ; but flated that 
they had not lecn any exceeding three or four feet in circumference. 
In confequence of this valuable difcovqry, the place obtained the name 
of Oak Cove. 

The weather in fome meafure clearing up foon after day-break on 
Thurfdayio. tliurfday, we again embarked, and continued on the /fame w'eflern, or 
continental Ihore, making a very flow progrefs, owing to a llrong ebb 
tide, and a frcfti s.e. wind, againfl us. 

We had not been long out of Oak Cove, when we deferied 
fome Indians paddling flowly under the lee of a rocky point, with an 
apparent intention of waiting our approach. In this they were foon 
gratified, and on our arrival, they did not feem to exprelk the leall doubt 
of our friendly difpofition towards them. They courteoufly offered fuch 
things as they polfeffed, and cordially accepted fome medals, beads, knives, 
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anA other trinkets, which I prefented to them, and with which they 
appeared t^^e highly pleafed. We were now employed in taking fuch 
ncceflary angles as the weather permitted us to obtain, and in acquiring 
fome further inlSj^ation of this inlet. It appeared to be divided into 
two branches ; th^wioft t*?.tcnfive one took its direflion to the fouth- 
caftward of land appearing like a long, low ifland ; the other, apparent- 
ly much lefs, ftretched to the fouth-w’cftward of the fame land ; the 
fliores of which terminating in a high perpendicular bluff point, was, 
in confequence of the change we experienced in its neighbourhood, 
called Foulweather Bluff. 

As my intentions were not to depart from the continental boundary, the 
wettern arm was the firfl; objetl of our examination; and we direfted 
our courfe towards a high lump of land that had the appearance of an 
ifland, entertaining little doubt of finding a way iiito the fouth eaftern, 
or main arm, fouth of the fuppofed long low ifland. Off this point lie 
fome rocks above water, with others vilible only at low tide, extending 
at the diflance of three fourths of a mile, and nearly a mile along the 
fhore. The country thereabouts prefented a very different afpe6l from that 
which wc had been accuflomed to fee. Inftead of the fandy cliffs that 
form the fhores within the ftraits, thefe were compofed of folid rocks. 
On them the herbage and flirubs feemed to flourifh with lefs luxuriance, 
though the trees appeared to form a much greater variety. Having 
landed about nine o’clock to breakfaft, and to take the advantage of the 
fun and wind to dry fome of our clothes, our friends the Indians, feven- 
tecn in number, landed alfo from fix canoes about half a mile a-hcad of 
us, and then walked towards our party, attended by a fingle canoe along 
the fhore ; they having hauled up all the others. They now approached 
us with the utmoft confidence, without being armed, and behaved in the 
mofl refpeftful and orderly manner. On a line being drawn with a 
flick oA the fand betw’een the two parties, they immediately fat down, 
and no one attempted to pafs it, without previoufly making figns, re- 
queuing permiflion for fo doing. 

In their perfons, drefs, canoes, &c. they much refembled the Indians 
of port Difeovery ; they had not the moil dillant knowledge of the 

Nootka 


1799, 

May. 



238 A VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY 

Nootka language, and it was with forae difficulty that any of their nur 
merals were acquired. They had not any thing to difpofe pf excepting 
their bows, arrows, and fome few of their woollen and Otfin garments ; 
amongfl the latter appeared to be the Ikin of a young;" lionefs. Thefe 
they exchanged for trinkets, and other things of little value, and in the 
traffic condufted themfelves in a very fair and honell manner. 

After we had embarked they examined the place where we had been 
fitting, and then paddled towards their village, which was lituated in a 
very pleafant cove a little to the s.w. and built with wood, after the 
faffiion of the defected ones we had before fcen. The wind blowing ftrong 
from the fouthw’ard fo much retarded our progrefs that at noon we had 
only reached the n.w. point of the arm we had been fleering for, and 
which was not more than five miles from our ftation in Oak cove, in 
a direftion s. 14 e. ; its obferved latitude was 47® 53', longitude 237® 36', 
Foulweather bluff forming the oppofite point of entrance into the arm, 
bore eaft about half a league dillant. The ftrength of the ebb tide 
obliged us to flop near two hours, and from its rapidity we were in- 
duced to believe, as we had before fufpefted, that either the eaftern 
Ihore was an ifland, or that the tide had extenfive inland communication. 

Oh the flood returning we refumed our route, and found our liippofed 
high round ifland conne6led with the main by a low Tandy neck of land, 
nearly occupied by a falt-water fwamp. Into the bay, formed between 
this point and that we had departed fron?, defeended a few fmall flreams 
of frelh water; with M'hich, fofar as we were enabled to judge, the coun- 
try did not abound. This opinion was fan6lioned by the Indians who 
vifited us this morning, bringing with them fmall fqvare boxes filled 
with frefh water, which we could not tempt them to difpofe of. Hence 
this branch of the inlet takes a direflion about s.w.i s. near 13 miles, 
and is in general about half a league wide. Its fhores exhibited by no 
means the luxuriant appearance we had left behind, being nearly defti- 
tute of the open verdant fpots, and alternately compofed of Tandy or 
rocky cliffs falling abruptly into the fea, or terminating on a beach; 
whilft in fome places the even land extended from the water fide, 
with little or no elevation. . The low projefting points caufe the 
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coaft to be fomewhat indented with fmall bays, where, near the fhore, * 79 *« 
we had foiwdings from 5 to 12 fathoms; but in the middle of the canah u-y.!,! 
though not i\{re than 2 miles in width, no bottom could be reached 
with 1 10 fathoni^pf line. 

We had not advlNced more than 2 or 3 miles before we loft the ad- 
vantage of the flood tide, and met a ftream that ran conftantly down. 

This, with a very frefh s.av. wind fo retarded our progrefs, that it was 
not until friday noon that we reached the extent above mentioned, which Friday n. 
we found to be lituated due fouth of our obfervatory in port Difeovery, 
in the latitude of 47® 39'. From this ftation, which I called Hazkl 
Point in confequence of its producing many of thole trees, the canal 
divides into two branches, one taking a dire6lion nearly due north, the 
other s.w. We ftill continued on the right hand, or continental fliore, 
and found the northern arm terminate at the diftance of about (even 
miles in a fpacious bafon, where bottom could not be found with 70 fa- 
thoms of line. As we returned to take up our abode for the night at 
the s.w. point of this arm, we obferved fome frnoke on Ihore, and faw 
a canoe hauled up into a fmall creek ; but none of the inhabitants could 
be difeovered, nor did we hear or fee any thing of them during the 
night. • 

The next morning at four o’clock we again embarked. Having been Saturday 12. 
fupplied for five days only, our provilions were greatly exhaufted, and the 
commencement of this, which wjus the lixth, threatened us with fliort al- 
lowance. Our fportfmcn had been unable to aflift our ftock ; and the 
profpe^l of obtaining any fupplies from the natives was equally uncertain. 

The region we b?d lately pafled feemed nearly deftitute of human beings. 

7 'he brute creation alfo had deferted the Ihores ; the tracks of deer were 
no longer to be feen ; nor was there an aquatic bird on the whole ex- 
tent of the canal ; animated nature leemed nearly exhaufted ; and her 
awful lilcnce was only now and then interrupted by the croaking of a 
raven, the breathing of a feal, or the feream of an eagle. Even thefe 
folitary founds were fo leldom heard, that the ruftling of the breeze along 
the Ihore, aflifted by the folemn ftillnefs that prevailed, gave rife to ri- 
diculous fufpicions in our feamen of hewing rattlefnakes, and other 

hideous 
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hideous monfters, in the wildernefs, which was compofed of the prcKduc> 
tions already mentioned, but which appeared to grow with infinitely lefs 
vigour than we had been accuftomed to witnefs. 

To the weftward and n.w. lay that range of fnov^ mountains, no- 
ticed the morning we fpoke with the Columbia, ^^ohefe gradually de- 
fcended in a fouthern direftion, whilft the fummit of the eaftern range 
now and then appearing, feemed to give bounds to this low country on 
that fide. Between the s. e. and s.w. a country of a -very moderate 
height feemed to extend as far as the eye could reach ; and, from its 
eminences and vallies, there was reafon to believe that this inlet continued 
fo meander a very confiderable dlftance, which made me much regret that 
we were not provided for a longer excurfion. Yet, having proceeded 
thus far, I refolved to continue our rcfearches, though at the ex pence 
of a little hunger, until the inlet ftiould either terminate, or fo exten- 
fively open, as to render it expedient that the velfels (hould be brought 
up ; which would be a very tedious and difagrccable operation, in con- 
fequence of the narrownefs of the channel, and the great depth t)f the 
water. Soundings in forae places only could be gained clofe to the 
fliore ; and in the middle no bottom had any where been found with 
loa fathoms of line, although the ftiores were in general low, and not 
half a league afunder. 

Having very pleafant weather, and a gentle favorable breeze, we pro- 
ceeded, and palTed fevcral runs of frelh, water. Near one of the largefi 
we obferved our latitude at noon to be 47“ 27' ; and once again had the 
pleafurc of approaching an inhabited country. A canoe, in which 
there were three men, went alongfide the launch, anji bartered a few 
trifles for beads, iron, and copper, but declined evei'y invitation to come 
on Ihore. From Mr. Puget I learned, that they appeared to be very 
honefl; in their dealings, and had ufed their utmoft; endeavours to pre- 
vail on the party in the launch xo attend them home, which he Onder- 
ftood to be at the diilance of about a league, and for which they feemed 
to make the beft of their wajr, probably to acquaint their friends with 
tlte approach of ftrangers. Soon after we had dined a fmoke was ob- 
ferved, near the fuppofed place of their refidence ; made, as we concluded, 

for 
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for ilie purpofe of direfting us to their habitations, for which we imme- 
diately fet off agreeably to their very civil invitation. 

An idea dt^ng this e^curfion had occurred to us, that part of the 
brute creation ^ve an averlion to the abfence of the human race; 
this opinion feemecf^jjow in fome meafure confirmed, by the appearance 
for the firft time during the laft three days, of feveral fpecies^of ducks, 
and other aquatic birds. I do not however mean, abfolutely to infer, 
that it is the afie£l:ion of the lower orders of the creation to man, that 
draws them to the fame fpots which human beings prefer, fince it is 
highly probable that fuch places as afford the moll eligible refidence in 
point of fuflenance to the human race, in an uncivilized flatc, may be 
by the brute creation reforted to for the fame purpofe. 

The habitations of our new friends appeared to be fituated nearly at 
the extremity of this inlet, or where it appeared to take a very (harp turn 
to the s. E. Hill favoring our hopes of returning by the great eaftern arm, 
Thefe however vanifhed on landing, as we found its s. w. dire£lion ter- 
minate in laud, apparently low and fwampy, with a fhoal extending fome 
dillance from its fhores, forming a narrow palfage to the fouth-eaftward 
into a cove or bafon, which feemed its termination alfo in that dire6lion. 

Here we found the fined dream of frefh water we had yet feen ; from 
the fize, clearnefs, and rapidity of which, little doubt could be enter- 
tained of its having its fource in perpetual fprings. Near it were two 
miferable huts with mats thrown carelefsly over them, protefting their 
tenants neither from the heat nor fcverity of the weather ; thefe huts 
feemed calculated to contain only the five or fix men then prefent, though 
previoufly to our quitting the boats we fuppofed a greater number of per- 
fons had been feen ,• thofe were probably their women, who on our apr 
proach had retired to the woods. 

Thefe good people condu£led thcmfclves in the mod friendly manner. 
They, had little to difpofe of, yet they bartered away their bows and arrows 
without the lead hefitation, together with Ibmc finall fifli, cockles, and 
clams; of die latter we purchafed a large quantity, a fupply of which 
was very acceptable in the low condition of our (lock. They made us 
clearly to underdand, that in the cove to the s. e. we diould find a 
number of their countrymen, who had the like commodities to dif- 
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pofe of ; and being anxious to leave no doubt concerning a furthelr in- 
land navigation by this arm of the fea, and vrilhing to eft^lilh, as far 
as poffible, a friendly intercourfe with the inhabitants the country, 
which from the docile and inoffenfive manners of thoj^we had feen ap- 
peared a taflc of no great difficulty, we proceeded t«a low point of land 
that fornts the north entrance into the cove. There we beheld a num- 
ber of the natives, who did not betray the fmalleft apprehenlion at our 
approach ; the whole aflembly remained quietly feated on the grafs, ex- 
cepting two or three whofe particular office leemed to be that, of 
making us welcome to their country. Thefe prefented us with fome 
fifti; and received in return trinkets of various kinds, which delighted 
them exceffively. They attended us to their companions, M'ho amount- 
ed in number to about fixty, including the women and children. We 
were received by them with equal cordiality, and treated with marks of 
great friendfhip and hofpitality. A (hort time was here employed in 
exchanges of mutual civilities. The females on this occafion took a very 
aftive part. They prefented us with filh, arrows, and other trifles, in a 
way that convinced us they had much pleafure in fo doing. They did 
not appear to differ in any refpeft from the inhabitants we had before 
feen ; and fome of our gentlemen were of opinion that they recognized 
the perfons of one or two who had vifited us on the preceding thurfday 
morning; particularly one man, who had fuffered very much from the 
fmall pox. This deplorable difeafe is n^t only common, but it is greatly 
to be apprehended is very fatal amongft them, as its indelible marks 
were feen on many; and feveral had lofl the light of one eye, which was 
remarked to be generally the left, owing mod likely, to the virulent 
eflfe6b of this baneful diforder. The refidence of th’fefe people here was 
doubtlels of a temporary nature ; few had taken the trouble of ere6ling 
their ufual miferable huts, being content to lodge on the ground, with 
ioofe mats only for their covering. 

From this point, which is fituated nearly at the fouth extremity of the 
canal in latitude 47” 21', longitude 237® 6'^, little doubt exifled of the 
cove terminating its navigation. To afeertain this, whilft I remain- 
ed with thefe civil people Mr. Johnftone was direfted to row round 
the projection that had obdrufled our view of the whole circumfe- 
rence 
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ifcnce of the cove, which is about two miles ; and, if it were not doled, 
to purfue its. examination. Our former conjeftures being confirmed, 
on his return prepared to depart; and, as we were putting off from 
the fhore, a cloas- of inferior fea otter Ikins was brought down, whichj 
purchafed for a fmait^piece of copper. Upon this they made figns, that 
if we would remain, more, and of a fupcrior quality, lhouW'4>e pro- 
duced ; but as this was not our objeft, and as we had finilhed our pro- 
pofed talk fooner than was expefted this morning, to the no fmall fatis- 
faftion of our whole party we direfted our courfe back towards port 
Difcovery, from which we were now about 70 miles diftant. 

A frelh northwardly wind, and the approach of night, obliged us to 
take up our abode about two miles from the Indians, fome of whom 
had followed us along the beach until we landed, when they polled 
themfelves at the dillance of about half a mile, to obferve our different 
employments ; at dark they all retired, and we neither heard nor faw 
any thing more of them. The rife and fall of the tide, although the 
current conftantly ran down widiout any great degree of rapidity, ap- 
peared to have been nearly ten feet, and it was high water 3** 50' after 
the moon paffed the meridian. 

Early on funday morning we again embarked ; direfting our route Sunday 13. 
down the inlet, which, after the Right Honorable Lord Hood, I called 
Hood’s Canal; but our progrels homeward was fo very flow, that 
it was monday afternoon before we reached Foul weather bluff. This Monday 14. 
promontory is not ill named, for we had fcarcely landed when a heavy 
rain commenced, which continuing the reft of the day, obliged us to re- 
main ftationary.^ This detention I endeavoured to reconcile with the 
hope, that the next morning would permit fome examination, or at 
leaft afford us a view of the great eaftern arm, belbre we returned to 
the Ihips ; but in this I was difappointed. After waiting until ten o’clock 
in the forenoon of tuefday without the leaft profpeft of an alteration for 
the better, we again fat out with a frelh breeze at s.e.e., attended 
with heavy fqualls and torrents of rain ; and about four in the af- 
ternoon arrived on board, much to the fatisfaflion I believe of all 
parties, as great anxiety had been entertained for* our fafety, in con- 
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*79*- fequence of our unexpefted abfence. The fwivels fired from* our 
t ‘ boat and that of the Chatham’s the morning after departure, 
were heard on board, and were the caufe of much jnarm after the 
expiration of the time appointed for our return. SjjKh attention had 
been 'paid to the feveral common occupations ,§^ng forward when 
I left thtr- fiiips, that I had the fatisfaftion to find every thing accom- 
pliftied. But from Mr. Whidbey I underftood, that the weather had been 
fo unfavorable to our aftronomical purfuits, that he had not been able to 
obtain any lunar difiances, though he had fucceeded in afcertaining the 
rate of the chronometers. Having, however, acquired fufiicient authority 
of this nature for correfting our furvcy, and carrying it further into ex- 
ecution, I determined to depart as foon as the weather (hould break up. 
Thurfdayi 7 . This did not happen until thurfday afternoon; when ^ the tents and ob- 
fervatory were re-embarked, and every thing got in readinefi for failing 
Friday i8. the next morning. A light air from the s.e. and pleafant weather, fa- 
vored our departure ; and about breakfafi time, the (hip arriving at the 
entrance of the port, I landed on the eaft end of Proteftion ifland, in order, 
from its eminence, to take a more accurate view of the furrounding ftiores. 
In moft direftions they feemed much broken, particularly in the north- 
ern, quarter, being there occupied by an archipelago of iflands of vari- 
ous fizes. On my return on board, I direfted Mr. Broughton to ufe 
his endeavours, in the Chatham, to acquire fome information in that 
line, whilfi I continued my examination with the Difeovery up the inlet 
which we had difeovered in the boats, to the eafiward of Foulweather bluff ; 
appointing the firfi inlet to the fouth-eafiward of that point on the fiar- 
board or continental fhore, as our place of rendezvous. We parted 
about noon in pleafant weather, and with a fine*-breeze dire6led our 
yeifels agreeably to our refpeftive purfuits. 

As a more particular defeription of port Difeovery and the furround- 
ing country would have interfered with our primary objefl of afeertain- 
ing the boundary of this coafi, I (hall referve it for the fubjeft of the 
following (hort chapter ; and (hall conclude this with fuch afironomical 
and nautical obfervations as circumfiances permitted us to make whilfi in 
port, as well as thof« made previous to our arrival and after our depar- 
ture; 
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ture ; which have alTifted in fixing its longitude, as well as that of the 
exterior co^l of New Albion fouthward to cape Mendocino. 

A part of this coaft, prior to our vifit, had been feen by different na- 
vigators, and the pofition of certain head lands, capes, &c. given to 
the world. Several -'f thefe I have found myfelf under the neceffity of 
placing in different latitudes and longitudes, as well thofe feeii-^ 
tain Cook, as others laid down by the different vifitors who have follow- 
ed him. This, however, I have not prefumed to do, from a confeiouf- 
nefs of fuperior abilities as an aflronomer, or integrity as an hiflorian ; 
but from the conviflion, that no one of my prcdeceffors had the good 
fortune to meet fo favorable an opportunity for the examination : under 
the happy circumftances of which I have been induced to affign, to tlie 
feveral conTpicuous head lands, points, &c. the pofitions afeertained 
by the refult of our feveral obfervations ; from which, as it evidently ap- 
peared that our chronometer had materially accelerated on its Otaheitean 
rate, it may not be unacceptable to Vlate the mode I adopted for the 
corre£lion of that error. 

In our paffage towards, and during our flay amongfl, the Sandwich 
iflands, the chronometer, agreeably to its Otaheitean rate, feemed to 
have been accurate to a fcrupulous degree of nicety ; but, by ibmo ob- 
fervations made prior to the 26tli of march, it appeared to have devi- 
ated manifeflly from the truth. The obfervations made on that day 
were the raofl remote ones I mjide ufe of on this occafion ; and, by. the 
mean refult of all made fince in port Difeovery, inflead of the chrono- 
meter gaining at the rate of 4" 3"' per day only, it was fouud to be gain- 
ing 1 1" 55"' per »^ay ; and therefore, inflead of the allowance of the for- 
mer rate, from thc'’26th of march to our arrival on the coafl, it was in- 
creafed to 8" per day : and from the 17th of april, 11" 30'" were allowed 
as the rate of the chronometer, for the purpofc of reducing all our ob- 
ferva‘tions from that period to our arrival in port Difeovery ; which 
medium, I trufl will hereafter be found fully to anfwer my expefta- 
tions. The following will ferve to exhibit the different obfervations 
made to eflablifh this point, comprehending two hundred and twenty 
fets of lunar diflances, each fet containing fix obfervations, taken by the 
feveral officers and gentlemen on board, as follow 
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Mr. Puget, nine fets taken between the 28th of march and 
V— 9thofapril, - - - - - ^37® 19' 5" 

Mr. Whidbey, fifty-eight ditto, the 26th of march and 
^2tk of June, ----- 237" 23' 38" 

Mr. Orchard, fifty-three ditto, ditto 237® 22' 

■JfSTtfcwart, twenty-four ditto, the 27th of march and 
29th of april, ----- 237® 25' 50" 

Mr. Ballard, thirty-eight ditto, ditto - 237® 22' 13" 

Myfelf thirty-eight ditto, the 28th of march and 5th of 
may. 237® 21' 9" 

Hence, the longitude of the obfcrvatory deduced from the 
mean refult of the above obferved diftances of the (t a O 
and ftars, was - - - - - 237® 22' 19" 

On our arrival in port Difeovery the chronometer, by 
the Portfmouth rate, on the 4th of may, fliewed - 237® 51' 

By the Otaheitean rate, - . - 235° 59' 

Mr. Arnold’s chronometer on board the Chatham, by 
the Otaheitean rate, - - - - 235® 27' 

From the above obfervations and nine days correfponding altitudes, 
Kendal’s chronometer was found, on the 13th of may at noon, to be 
fall of mean time at Greenwich 45’ 46", and to be gaining on mean 
time at the rate of 11" 55'" per day. 'By the fame obfervations, Mr. 
Arnold’s, on the 13th of may at noon, was fall of mean time at Green- 
wich 2'' 56' 49", and was gaining on mean time at the rate of 27" per 
day. „ * 

The latitude of the obfcrvatory, by the mean refult of 
nine meridian altitudes, was - . - ^8® 2’ 30” 

The variation, by all our compalTes, in eleven fets of 
azimuths, differing from 20® to 26®, gave their mean re- 
fult, - - - - - - 21® 30' 


The 
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The vertical inclination of the magnetic needle. 

Marked end North face Eafl: ... 

Ditto Weft . - 

Ditto South face £aft ... 

Ditto Weft - . - 

Mean vertical inclination of the North point of the marine 
dipping needle .... - 30' 

In port Difcovery, the tide was obferved to flow on the full of the 
moon, about ten feet; and was high water 3" 50' after the moon pafled 
the meridian. 
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CHAPTER V. 

Dejcriptim of port Difcovery and the adjacent country — Its inhabitants — 
Method of depofting the dcad-—Conje6lures relative to the apparent depo- 
pulation of the country » 


I SHALL now proceed to relate fuch matters refpe6ling the country of 
New Albion as appeared intitled to notice, and which are not inferted 
in the preceding narrative. 

Port Difcovery, already mentioned as a pcrfeftly fafc and convenient 
harbour, has its outer points if miles afunder, bearing from each other 
s. 63 w. and n. 63 e. ; its entrance is lituated in latitude ^8" 7', longi- 
tude 237* 20'^, whence the port firft takes a direftion s. 30 e. about 8 
mil^s, and then terminates s.w. by w. about a league further. If it lies 
under any difadvantage, it is in its great depth of water ; in which re- 
fpe^, however, we found no inconvenience, as the bottom was exceed- 
ingly good holding ground, and free from rocks. Towards the upper 
part of the harbour it is of lefs depth ; but I law no lituation more eli- 
gible than that in which the veflels rode, off the firft low fandy point on 
the weftern ftiore, about 4f miles within the entrance. Hcrte our 
wooding, watering, brewing, and all other operations were carried on 
with the utmoft facility and convenience. The ftiores of Proteftion 
iftand form on its fouth fide, which is about two miles long, a moft ex- 
cellent roadftead, and a channel into port Difcovery, near 2 railes> wide 
on either fide, without any interruption, which with other nautical par- 
ticulars are exhibited in the chart. 

The country in the neighbourhood of this port may geners’ly be 
confidered of a moderate height, altliough bounded on the weft fide by 

mountains 
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mouifitains covered with fnow, to which the land from the water’s edge 
rifes in a pdeafing diverfity by hills of gradual afeent. The fnow on 
thefe hills probably dilTolves as the fummer advances, for pine trees 
were produced on their very fummits. On the fea ftiore the land 
rally terminated in low fandy cliffs ; though in fome fpaces of coniiderable 
extent it ran nearly level from high water mark. The foil far 
part is a light fandy loam, in feveral places of very coniiderable depth, 
and abundantly mixed with decayed vegetables. The vigour and luxu- 
riance of its produ61;ions proved it to be a rich fertile mould, which 
poifibly might be confiderably improved by the addition of the calcareous 
matter contained in the marrow ftone that prefented itfelf in many 
places. In refpeft to its mineral produ6lions no great variety was ob- 
ferved. Iron ore, in its various forms, was generally found ; and from 
the weight and magnetic qualities of fome fpecimens, appeared tolera- 
bly rich, particularly a kind that much refembled the blood ftone. Thefe, 
with quartz, agate, the common flint, and a great intermixture of other 
filicious matter, (moft of the ftones we met with being of that claCs) with 
fome variety of calcareous, magnefian, and argilaceous earths, were the 
mineral produftions generally found. 

The parts of the vegetable kingdom applicable to uleful purpoles 
appeared to grow very luxuriantly, and confiftcd of the Canadian and 
Norwegian hemlock, 'filver pines, the Turamahac and Canadian pop- 
lar, arbor-vita:, common yew, black and common dwarf oak, American 
afli, common hazel, fycamore, fugar, mountain, and Penfylvanian maple, 
oriental arbutus, American alder, and common willow ; thefe, with the 
Canadian elder, fmall fruited crab, and Penfylvanian cherry trees, con- 
llituted the forefts, which may be confidered rather as encumbered, than 
adorned, with underwood ; although there were feveral places where, in 
its prefent ftatc, the traveller would pals without being in the leaft in- 
commoded, excepting by the undecayed trunks of trees which had fallen. 
Of efculent vegetables we found but few ; tlie white or dead nettle, and 
famphire, were moft common ; the wild orache, vulgarly called fat-hen, 
with the vetch. Two or three forts of wild peas, and the common hedge 
muftard, were frequently though not always met with, and were confi- 
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^02. derccl by us as excellent of their kinds, and ferved to relifh our lalt jirovi- 
fions, on wliich, with a very ftaniy fupply of fifli, all hands fublifled. 
Amongll the more minute produ£lions, Mr. Menzies found conllant 
/;«a'>rcraent; and, I believe, was enabled to make fome addition to the 
catalogue of plants. 

. ^Ihe^rnbM'ledge we acquired of the animal kingdom was very imper- 
fc 6 l. The (Ivins of the animals already noticed were fuch as are com- 
monly found amongfl the inhabitants on the fea coafts under the fame 
parallel, and towards Nootka; thefe were moftly of the coarfer and 
more common forts. 'Garments' of lea otter (kins were not worn, nor 
did many fuch (kins appear amongft the inhabitants. The only living 
quadrupeds we law, were a black bear, two or three wild dogs, about 
as many rabbits, feveral fmall brown fquirrels, rats, mice, and the 
fkunk, whofe effluvia was the moft intolerable and offenfive I ever ex- 
perienced. 

Few of the feathered tribe were procured, although, on our firft ar- 
rival, the aquatic birds were fo numerous that we expefted a profule 
fupply of wild fowl ; but thefe were all fo extremely (hy and watchful, 
that our guns feldom reached them ; and, on being fired at, they difap- 
peared. About the (hores and on the rocks, we found fome fpecics of 
the tern, the common gull, fea pigeon of Newfoundland, curlews, fand- 
larks, (hags, and the black fea pye, like thofe in New Holland and 
New Zealand ; thefe were however not fo abundant as the others. Nor 
did the woods appear to be much reforted to by the leathered race ; two 
or three fpruce partridges had been feen ; with few in point of number, 
and little variety, of fmall birds : amongft which the humming birds bore 
a great proportion. At the outllcirts of the woods, and about the 
water fide, the white headed and browm eagle ; ravens, carrion crowr.s, 
American king’s fiflier, and a very liandfomc woodpecker, were feen in 
numbers ; and in addition to thefe on the low prqjefting points, and 
open places in the woods, w’e frequently faw a bird .with which we were 
wholly unacquainted, though w’e confidered it to be a fpccies of the 
crane or heron ; fome of their eggs were found of a blui(h call, conli- 
derably larger than that of a turkey, and well tailed, Thefe birds have 
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remarkably long legs and necks, and their bodies fcenied to equal in 
fize the largeft turkey. Their plumage is uniformly of a light brown, 
and when ereft their height on a moderate computation could not be 
lefs thr.n lour feet. They feemed to prefer open fituations, and 
endeavours to hide or fcrcen themfelves from our light, but were too , 
vigilant to allow our fportfmcn taking them by furprize. '^omo: 
and fome nearly white herons of the common fize were alfo lecn. 

The fca was not much more bountiful to us of its animal produflions 
than w’as its fhores. The fcanty fupply of filh we were enabled to pro- 
cure, confified in general of the common forts of fmall flat-filh, elephant 
lifli, fca bream, fea perch, a large fort of fculpin, fome weighing fix or 
eight pounds, with a grcenifii colour about their throat, belly, and gills ; 
thcle were very coarfe, but no ill effefts were confequent on eating them. 
The above, with a few trout, a fmall fort of eel extremely well tailed, 
of a yellowifli green colour, were the fifties we moll generally caught. 
A fm^ll common black fnake, a few lizards and frogs, together with a 
variety of common inle6ls, none of which could be confidered as very 
troublefomc, were the only creatures of the reptile tribe we obferved. 

This country, regarded in an agricultural point of view, I Ihould con- 
ceive is capable of high improvement, notwithllanding the foil in gene- 
ral may be confidered to be light and fandy. Its fpontancous produc- 
tions in the vicinity of the woods are nearly the fame, and grow in 
equal luxuriance with thole under »a fimilar parallel in Europe ; favoring 
the hope, that if nutritious exotics were introduced and carefully at- 
tended to, they would fucceed in tlic higheft degree. The mildnefs of 
the climate, and ^he forwardnels of every fpecies of plants, afforded 
ftrong grounds in fupport of this opinion. 

The interruptions we experienced in the general lerenity of the weather, 
were probably no more than were abfolutely requilite in the fpring of 
the year to bring forward the annual produftions. Thefe were attended 
with no violence of wind, and the rain which fell, although difagree- 
able to travellers, was not fo heavy as to beat down and deftroy ' the 
firft efforts of vegetation. Under all thefe favorable circumftances, the 
countrv' yet labours under one material difadvantage in the fcarcity of 
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freflx water. . The iflreams however tliat we met with appeared fufiScient 
to anfwer all purpofes, in die domellic ceconomy of life, to a^very nume- 
rous body of inhabitants : and, were the country cleared and fearched, 
can be little doubt that a variety of eligible (ituations might be 
I foun^ for eftablilhments, where, with proper exertions, wholefome water 
jh’ocurcd. 

What the low country before us toward the range of fnowy mountains 
may produce, remains for future invelligation ; but judging from what 
we had feen, it feemed more than probable, that thofe natural canals of the 
fea wind in various dire^ions ; and that they are capable of affording great 
advantages to commercial purfuits, by opening communications with 
parts of the interior country commodioufly and delightfully fituatcd. 
The great depth of water may be offered as an infuperable objedion ; 
yet, on a more minute examination, it is likely that many eligible and 
convenient flopping places might be found for the fecurity of fuch vef- 
fels as would neceffarily be employed in thofe occupations. 

Having confidered with impartiality the excellencies and defefts of this 
country, as far as came under our obfervation, it now remains to add a 
few words on the charafler of its inhabitants. 

None being refident in port Difeovery, and our intercourfe with them 
having been very confined, the knowledge we may have acquired of 
them, their manners, and cuftoms, muff neceffarily be very limited, and 
our conclufions drawn chiefly from corpparifon. From New Dungenefs 
we traverfed nearly one hundred and fifty miles of their fhores without 
feeing that number of inhabitants. Thofe who came within our notice fo 
nearly refembled the people of Nootka, that the bell ^delineation I can 
offer is a reference to the defeription of thofe peoplb, which has before 
t. been fo ibly and with fo much jullice given to the public.* The only 
difference I obferved was, that in their flature they did not generally 
appear quite fo flout; and in their habits were lefs filthy; for though 
thefe people adorn their perfons with the fame fort of paint, yet it is not 
laid on in that abundance, nor do they load their hair with that immenfe 
quantity of and colouring matter, which is fo cuflomary amongfl 
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the people of Nootka ; their Iiair, as before mentioned, being in general 
neatly combed and tied behind. s 

In their weapons, implements, canoes, and drels, they vary little. 

Their native woollen garment was inott in fafhion, next to it the 
deer, bear, &c. ; a few wore drefles manufaftured from bark, which, 1 
like their woollen ones, were very neatly wrought. 

Their fpears, arrows, filhgiggs, and other weapons, were Ihaped ex» 
aftly like thofe of Nootka ; but none were pointed with copper, or with 
mufcle (hell. The three former were generally barbed, and thofe 
pointed with common flint, agate, and bone,” ieemed of their original 
workmanfhip. Yet more of their arrows were obferved to be pointed 
with thin flat iron, than with boric, or flii'i, and it was very Angular that 
they fliould prefer exchanghig thole pointed with iron, to any of the 
others. Their bows were of f’lporior co .ftrutlion: thefe in general 
were from two and a half to three lett in length ; the broadefl part in the 
middle was about aii inch and a half, and about three quarters of an inch 
thick, neatly made, giadually tapering to each end, which terminated in 
a flioulder and a hook for the fecurity of the bow firing. 1'hey were all 
made of yew, and chofen with a naturally inverted curve fuited to the 
method of ufing them. From end to end of the concave fide, which when 
flrung became tlte convex pw.rt, a very ftrong flrip of an elaflic hide is 
attached to fome, and the flcins of ferpents to others, exaftly the fhape 
and length of the bow, neatly aqd fitmly affixed to the wood by means 
of a cement, the adhefive property of which I never faw, or heard of 
being, equalled. It is not to be afle6led by either dry or damp weather, 
and forms fo ftrong a connection with tlie wood, as to prevent a repara- 
tion without deftroying the component parts of both. The bow firing 
is made of the finew of fome marine animal laid loofe, in order to be 
twilled at pleafure, as the temperature of the atmofphere may require 
to preferve it at a proper length. Thus is this very neat little weapon 
rendered portable, elaflic, and effeClive in the higheft degree, if we may 
be allowed to judge by the dexterity with which it was ufed by one of 
tlie natives at port Difeovery. 

We had little opportunity of acquiring any fatisfaClory information 
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IJ9S- with regard to the public regulations, or private occonomy, of 'thefe 
— people. The (ituation and appearance of the places we fouhd them ge- 
nerally inhabiting, indicated their being much accuflomed to a change of 
^ii;\:-ncc ; the deferted villages tended to ftrengthen the conjedurc of 
their being wanderers. Territorial property appeared to be of little 
iii^fiQStancd', there was plenty of room for their fixed habitations, and 
ihofe of a temporary nature, which we now found them moftly to occupy, 
being principally compofed of crofs fticks, covered with a few mats, as 
eafily found a fpot for their creftion, as they “were removed from one 
ftation to another, either'as inclination might lead, or necclTity compel : 
and having a very extenfive range of domain, they were not liable to 
interruption or oppofition from their few furrounding neighbours. 

From thefe circumftances alone, it may be fomewhat premature to 
conclude that this delightful country has always been thus thinly inhabi- 
ted; on the contrar)^, there are reafons to believe it has been infinitely 
more populous. Each of the deferted villages was nearly, if not quite, 
equal to contain all the fcattered inhabitants we faw, according to the 
cuftom of the Nootka people; to whom thefe have great affinity in their 
perfons, fafiiions, wants, comforts, conftruftion of thefe their fixed habitati- 
onsf and in their general charafter. It is alfo poffiblc, that moft of the 
clear fpaces may have been indebted, for the removal of their timber and 
underwood, to manual labour. Their general appearance furniffied this 
opinion, and their fituation on the molj pleafant and commanding emi- 
nences, protefled by the foreft on every fide, except that which would 
have precluded a view of the fca, fc'cmed to encourage the idea. Not 
many years fince, each of thefe vacant places might have been allotted 
to the habitations of different Ibcieties, and the vaViation obferved in 
their extent might have been conformable to the fize of each village ; 
on the feite of which, fince their abdication, or extermination, nothing 
but the fmaller flirubs and plants had yet been able to rear their heads. 

In our different excurfions, particularly thofe in the neighbourhood 
of port Difeovery, the fcull, limbs, ribs, and back bones, or fome 
other veftiges of the human body, were found in many places promif- 
cuoufly fcattered about the beach, in great numbers. Similar relics 
were alfo frequently met with during our furvey in the boats ; and I was 
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infortned by the officers, that in their feveral perambulations, the like 
appearance^ had prefented themfelves fo repeatedly, and in fuch abun- u—v— 
dance, as to produce an idea that the environs of port Difeovery were 
a general cemetery for the whole of the furrounding country. ^ 

withftanding thefe circumflances do not amount to a direft proof of t 
the cxtenfive population they indicate, yet, when combinethwitli othet 
appearances, they warranted an opinion, that at no very remote period 
this country had been far more populous than at^ prefent. Some of tlie 
human bodies were found difpofed of in a verylmgular manner. Ca- 
noes were fufpended between two or more trees about twelve feet from 
the ground, in which were the fkeletons of two or three perfons ; others 
of a larger fize were hauled up into the outfkirts of the woods, which 
contained from four to feven lltelctons covered over with a broad plank. 

In fome of thefe broken bows and arrows were found, which at firft 
gave rife to a conjc 61 ure, that thefe might have been warriors, who after 
being mortally wounded had, whilfl: their ftrength remained, hauled up 
their canoe for the purpofe of expiring quietly in them. But on a fur- 
ther examination this became improbable, as it would liardly have been 
poffible to have preferved the regularity of pofition in the agonies of 
death, or to have defended dieir fepulchrcs with the broad plank with 
which each was covered. 

The few flteletons we faw fo carefully depofited in the canoes, were 
probably the chiefs, priells, or pleaders of particular tribes, whofe fol- 
lowers mofl likely continue to poffefs die higheft refpeft for their me- 
mory and remains : and the general knowledge I had obtained from 
experience of the regard which all lavage nations pay to their funeral 
folemnities, made iSie particularly felicitous to prevent any indignity 
which might be wantonly offered to their departed friends. Bafkets were 
alfo found fufpended on high trees, each containing the flteleton of a 
young child ; in fome of which were alfo fmall fquare boxes filled with a 
kind of white pafte, refcmbling fuch as I had feen the natives eat, fup- 
pofed to be made of the faranne root ; fome of thefe boxes were quite 
full, others were nearly empty, eaten probably by the mice, fquirrels, or 
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birds. On the next low point fouth of our encampment, wherfc die 
y gunners were airing the powder, they met with feveral holts in which 
human bodies were interred (lightly covered over, and in different dates 
i.of'' tjccay, fome appearing to have been very recently depofited. 
•! About half a mile to the northward of our tents, M'here the land is 
newly level with high water mark, a few paces within the (kirting of the 
wood, a canoe was found fufpended between two trees, in which were 
three human (keletons j and a few paces to the right was a cleared place 
of nearly forty yards rou nd ; where from the frefh appearance of the 
burnt (lumps moft of its vegetable produ£lions had very lately been con- 
fumed by (ire. Amongft the afhes we found the (culls, and other bones, 
of near twenty perfons in different flages of calcination ; the (ire, how- 
ever, had not reached the fufpended canoe, nor did it appear to have 
been intended that it (hould. The (keletons found thus difpofed, in 
canoes, or in balkets, bore a very fmall proportion to the number of 
fculls and other human bones indiferiminately feattered about the fliores. 
Such are the e(fe6ls ; but of the caufe or caufes that have operated to 
produce them we remained totally unacquainted ; whether occafioned by 
epidemic difeafe, or recent wars. The charafter and general deport- 
ment of the few inhabitants we occafionally faw, by no means counte- 
nanced the latter opinion ; they were uniformly civil and friendly, with- 
out manifefling the lead (ign of fear or fufpicion at our approach ; nor 
did their appearance indicate their hav^g been much inured to hodili- 
ties. Several of tlieir douted men had been feen perfeftly naked, and 
contrary to what might have been expefted of rude nations habituated 
to warfare, their (kins were modly unblemifhed by fears, excepting fuch 
as the fmall pox feemed to have occafioned ; a dheafe which there is 
great reafon to believe is very fatal amongd them. It is not however 
very ealy to draw any jud conclufions on the true caufe from which this 
havoc of the human race proceeded, which mud remain for the invedi- 
gation of others who may have more Icifure, and a better opportunit)', 
to dirett fuch an inquiry : yet it may not be unreafonable to conjec- 
ture, that the prefent apparent depopulation may have arifen in fome 
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mealbre from the inhabitants of this interior part having been induced 
to quit their former abode, and to have moved nearer the exterior u— v— 
coaft for the convenience of obtaining in the immediate mart, with 
more eafe and at a cheaper rate, thofe valuable articles of comriK^ic'e, 
that within thefe late years have been brought to the fea coafts of this 
continent by Europeans and the citizens of America, and which otit' 
in great eflimation amongll thefe people, being poffelTed by all in a 
greater or lefs degree. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

Enter Admiralty irdet— Anchor off Rejloraiion point — V^t an Indian vil- 
lage — Account of fevered boat excurfons — Proceed to another part of 
inlet — Take poffeffon of the country. 


May.* Agreeably to the propofed deftination of each veflel, the Difeo- 
very and Chatham, at noon, on the i8th of may, direfted their courfe to- 
wards the objefts of their refpeftive purfuits ; and as I had already traced 
the weftem ftiore in the boats, we now kept the eaftern fide on board, 
which, like the other, abounds with thofe verdant open places that have 
been fo repeatedly noticed. On one of thefe beautiful lawns, nearly a 
league within the entrance of the inlet, about thirty of the natives came 
from tlie furrounding woods, and attentively noticed us as we failed 
along. We did not .difeover any habitations near them, nor did we fee 
any canoes on the beach. On the foijth lide of the lawn, were many 
uprights in the ground, which had the appearance of having Ibnncrly 
been the fupporters of their large wooden houfes. We ufed our en- 
deavours to invite thefe good people on board, but without e ffeft. After 
advancing about 4 leagues up the inlet, the pleafanf gale, which had at- 
tended us from the n.w. died away, and a ftrong ebb making againll us, 
we were compelled to anchor for the night, in 18 fathoms water, about 
half a mile from the eaftern. fliore : Marrow-Stone point beariYig by 
compafs N. 56 w. ; the n.e. point of Oak-cove s. 48 w. ; and Foulwea- 
ther bluff s. 51 e. 

During the night, wc had a gentle fouthcrly breeze, attended by a 
Saturday 19. fog which Continued until nine o’clock on faturday morning, when it 
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was difperfed by a return of the n.w. wind, with which we purfued our *79»* 
route up die inlet ; our progrefs was, however, foon retarded by the t _ 
fore-topfail yard giving way in the flings ; on examination it appeared 
to have been in a defeftive flate fome time. The fpare fore-topfaH-yard 
was alfo very imperfeft ; which obliged us to get the fpare main-topfail , 
yard up in its room; and it was a very fortunate circunvftancc, tliut 
thefe defefts were difcovered in a country abounding with materials to 
which we could refort; having only to make our choice from amongft 
thoufands of the fmeft fpars the world produces. 

To defcribe the beauties of this regio n,, wj fl? oiTfome future occafion, 
be a very grateful talk to the pen oLh fkilful panegyrift. The fere- 
nity of the climate, the innumerable pleafing landfcapes, and the abun< 
dant fertility thi^unafliftcd nature puts forth, require only to be en- 
riched by the indufliy of man with villages, maniions, cottages, and 
other buildings, to render it the moft lovely country that can be ima- 
gined ; whilll the labour of the inhabitants would be amply rewarded, 
in the bounties which nature Teems ready to beftow on cultivation. 

About noon, -we pafled an inlet on the larboard or eaftern fhoro, which 
feemed to flretch far to the northward ; but, as it was out of the line ol’ 
our intended purfuit of keeping the continental fliore on board, I con- 
tinued our courfe up the main inlet, which now extended as far as, from 
the deck, the eye could reach, though, from the maft-head, intervening 
land appeared, beyond which another high round mountain covered 
with fnow was difcovered apparently fituated feveral leagues to the fouth 
of mount Rainier, and bearing by compafs s. 22 e. This I confidcred 
as a further extenflon of the eaftern fnowy range ; but the intermediate 
mountains, connet^ing it with mount Rainier, were not fu^ciently high 
to be feen at that diftance. Having advanced about 8 le^^^ues from our 
laft night’s ftation, we arrived off* a projefting point of land, not form- 
ed by a low Tandy fpit, but riling abniptly in a low cliff* about ten or 
twelve feet from the water fide. Its furface was a beautiful meadow, co- 
vered with luxuriant herbage ; on its weftern extreme, bordering on the 
woods, was an Indian village, confifting of temporary habitations, from 
whence feveral of the natives affembled to view the fliip as we paffed 
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by ? but none of them ventured off, though feveral of their canoes Vere 
leen on the beach. Here the inlet divided into two extenfivV? branches, 
one taking a fouth-eaftwardly, the other a fouth-weftern direflion. Near 
this place was our appointed rendezvous with the Chatham ; and, un- 
idera fmall iflandto the s.w. of us, appeared an eligible fpot, in which, 
with lecurity, we might wait her arrival; but, on approaching it, we 
found the depth of water no whete Icfs than 6o fathoms, within a ca- 
ble’s length of the fhore. This obliged us to turn up towards the vil- 
lage point, where we found a commodious roadflead ; and about (even 
o’clock in the evening, affehored about a mile from the Ihorc in 38 fa- 
thoms water, black fand and mii^dy bottom. The village point bore 
by compafs n. 4 e., the neareft oppolite ftiore of the main inlet N.52 e. 
about a league diflant; and the direftion of its foutlie|| extent s.e. ; the 
above ifland, lying before the branch leading to tlie fouth-weftward, bore 
from s. 36 E. to fouth, about half a league diflant ; and the appearance 
of a fmall inlet, or cove, weft, about the fame diftance. We had no 
fooner anchored than a canoe, in which were two men, paddled round the 
Ihip. We attempted to induce them, but they were not to be prevailed 
upon, to enter the veflel ; and, having fatisfied their curiofity, they haftily 
returned to the Ihore. Before the evening clofed in, I proceeded to 
acquire fome information refpefting the fmall opening to the weftward. 
It was nearly dark before I reached the fhore, which feemed to form a 
fmall cove about half a mile in width, iqpircled by compaft ftiores, with 
a duller of rocks above water, nearly in its center, and little worthy of 
further notice. On my return on board, I direfted that a party, under 
the command of Lieutenant Puget and Mr. Whidbey, fhould, in the 
launch and cutter, proceed, with a fupply of proviflons for a week, to 
the examination of that branch of the inlet leading to the fouth-weft- 
ward ; keeping always the ftarboard or continental ftiore on board ; 
which was accordingly carried into execution, at four o’clock the ‘next 
morning. 

Our fituation being fomewhat incommoded by the meeting of different 
tides, we moved nearer in, and anchored in the fame depth, and on 
the fame bottom as before, very conveniently to the fhore. Our eaftern 
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view'was now bounded by the range of fnowy mountains from mount 
Baker, bearing by compafs north to mount Rainier, bearing n. 54 f., 

The new mountain was hid by the more elevated ])arts of ilie low land ; 
and the intermediate fnowy mountains in various nigged and grotefque 
fliapes, were feen juft to rear their heads above the lofty pine trees, which 
appearing to compofe one uninterrupted foreft, between 'us and tlie 
fnowy range, prelcnted a moft pleafing landfcape ; nor was our weftern 
view deftitute of fimilar diverfification. The ridge of mountains on svhich 
mount Olympus is lituated, whofe rugged fummits were feen no Icfs fanci- 
fully towering over the foreft than thofe OBNilCeaftern fide, bounded to a 
conliderable extent our weftern horizoti^ on thefe however not one con- 
fpicuous eminence arofe, nor could we now diftinguifti that which on the 
fea coaft appeared to be centrally fituated, and forming an elegant bi-fork- 
ed mountain. From the fouthern extremity of thefe ridges of mountains, 
there feemed to be an extenfive traft of land moderately elevated and 
beautifully diverfified by pleafing inequalities of furface, enriched with 
every appearance of fertility. 

In the meadow and about the village, many of the natives were feen Sunday so. 
moving about, whofe curiofity feemed little excited on our account. 

One canoe only had been near us, from which was thrown on board 'the 
Ikin of fome fmall animal, and then it returned inftantly to the ftiore. 

Our carpenters were bufily engaged in replacing the topfail yards 
with proper fpars, which were conveniently found for that purpofe. 

Some beer was brewed from the fpruce, which was here very excellent, 
and the reft of the crew were employed in a variety of other clfential 
fervices. The gentle n.w. wind generally prevailed in tlie day, and 
calms or light foutherly breezes during the night. 

Towards noon I went on fhorc to the village point, for the purpofe of 
obferving the latitude ; on which occafion I vifilcd the village, if it may 
be fo dignified, as it appeared the moft lowly and meaneft of its kind. 

The bell of the huts were poor and miferable, conftrucled fomething 
after the falhion of a foldier’s tent, by two crofs flicks about five feet 
high, connefted at each end by a ridge-pole from one to the other, over 
fome of which vras thrown a coarfe kind of mat, over others a few loofe 
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*^9»* brandies of trees, ftirubs, or g’”afs ; none however appeared to be con- 

— ftru6lc(l for protefting them, either againft the heat of fumraer, or the 

inclemency of the winter. In them were hung up to be cured by the 
fmolTe of the fire they kept conftantly burning, clams, mufcles, and a 
few other kinds of fifli, feemingly intended for their winter’s fubfiftencc. 
The dams’perhaps were not all referved for that purpole, as we fre- 
quently faw them ftrung and worn about the neck, which, as inclina- 
tion diredcd, were eaten two, three, or half a dozen at a time. This 
Ration did not appear to have been preferred for the purpofe of fiftiing, 
as we faw few of the peopia-fc employed ; nearly the whole of the in- 
habitants belonging to the vill^e, which confillcd of about eighty or 
an hundred men, women and children, were bufily engaged like fwine, 
rooting up this beautiful verdant meadow in quell of a fpecies of wild 
onion, and two other roots, which in appearance and tafte greatly re- 
fembled the faranne, particularly the largeft ; the fize of the fmalleft did 
not much exceed a large pea : this Mr. Menzies confidered to be a new 
genus. The colle£ling of thefe roots was moll likely the objefl which 
attached them to this fpot ; they all feemed to gather them with much 
avidity, and to preferve them with great care, moll probably for the 
purpofe of making the palle I have already mentioned. 

Thefe people varied in no elfential point from the natives we had feen 
fince our entering the ftraits. Their perfons were equally ill made, 
and as much befmeared with oil and different coloured paints, particu- 
larly with red ochre, and a fort of Ihining chaffy mica, very ponderous, 
and in colour much refembling black lead ; they llkewife poffefled more 
ornaments, cfpecially fuch as were made of coppet;, the article moll 
valued and efteemed amongft them. They feemed not wanting in offers 
of friendfhip and hofpitality ; as on our joining their party, we were pre- 
fented with fuch things as they had to difpofe of: and they imme- 
diately prepared a few of the roots, and fome fhell fifh for our refrefh- 
ment, which were very palatable. In thefe civil offices, two men who 
appeared the mofl aftive, and to be regarded by their countrymen as 
the mofl important perfons of the party, were particularly affiduous to 
pleafe. To each of them l<made prefents, which were received very 

thankfully; 



ROUND THE*WORLD. 


263 

thankfully ; and on my returning towards the boat, they gave me to * 792 * 
underftand* by figns, the only means we had of converfing with each f 

other, that it would not be long ere they returned our vifit on board 
the fhip. This they accordingly did in the afternoon, with no** fmall 
degree of ceremony. Befide the canoes which brought tliele two fupe- 
rior people, five others attended, feemingly as an appendage to the 
confequence of thefe chiefs, who would not repair immediately on board, 
but agreeably to the cufiom of Nootka advanced within about two 
hundred ya’rds of the fhip, and there retting on their paddles a con- 
ference was held, followed by a fong prujuap^y fung by one man, who 
at ttated times was joined in chorus ^ feveral others, whilfl fome in 
each canoe kept time with the handles*of their paddles, by Itriking them ‘ 
againtt the gunwale or fide of the canoe, forming a fort of accompany- 
ment, which though expreffed by fimple notes only, was by no means 
deftitute of an agreeable effefl. This performance took place whiltt 
they were paddling flowly round the fhip, and on its being concluded, they 
came alongfide with the greatett confidence, and without fear or fufpi- 
cion immediately entered into a commercial intercourfe with our people. 

The two chiefs however required fome little intreaty before they could be 
induced to venture on board. 1 again prefented tliem with fome valuables, 
amongft which was a garment for each of blue cloth, fome copper, iron 
in various fliapes, and fuch trinkets as I thought would prove mott ac- 
ceptable. In this refpeft either jny judgment failed, or tlieir paffion for 
traffick and exchange is irrefittible ; for no fooner had they quitted the 
cabin, than excepting the copper they bartered away on deck nearly 
every article I had given them, for others of infinitely lefs utility or real 
value, confining of fuch things as they could beft appropriate to the 
decoration of their perfons, and other ornamental purpofes, giving 
uniformly a decided preference to copper. 

In ‘the morning of the 21 ft, fell a few fhowers of rain, which tvere Monday sn 
neither fo heavy as to retard our bufinefs on fhore, nor to prevent the 
friendly Indians paying us a vifit on board. Convinced of our amicable 
difpofition towards them, nearly the whole of the inhabitants, men, wo- 
men and children, gratified their curiofity in the courfc of the day by 
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paddling round the fliip ; for neither the ladies nor the children* ven- 
tured on board. This was the cafe alfo with the generality 6f the men, 
who contentedly remained in their canoes, rowing from fide to fide, bar- 
tering their bows and arrows ; which, with their woollen and Ikin gar- 
ments, and a very few indifferent jfea-otter fkins, compofed the whole 
of their ailbrimcnt for trading; thefe they exchanged, in a very fair 
and honeft manner, for copper, hawk s bells, and buttons, articles that 
greatly attrafted their attention. Their merchandize would have been 
infinitely more valuable to us, had it been comprized of eatables, fuch 
as venifon, wild fowl as our fportfmen and fifliermen had little 

fucceCs in eitlicr of thefe purfuns. All the natives we had as. yet feen, 
uniformly preferred offering fuclrarticles as compofed their drefs, arms, 
and implements, for fale, rather than any kind of food, which might 
probably arife, either from the country not affording them a fuper- 
abundance of provifions, or from their having early difeovered that we 
were more curious than hungry. 

In the evening, fome of the canoes were obferved pafling from the vil- 
lage to the oppofite fhore, for the purpofe, as we fuppofed, of inviting 
their neighbours to partake of the advantages of our commerce. This 
Tuefday 22. was. Confirmed, the next morning, by the jreturn of our friends, accom- 
panied by feveral large canoes, containing near eighty perfons, who after 
ceremonioufly paddling round the fhips came alongfide, without the leafl 
hefitation, and condu6led themfelves yith the ntmoll propriety. The 
principal number of thefe evidently belonged to the other fide of the 
inlet ; they were infinitely more cleanly than our neighbours ; and their 
canoes were of a very different form. Thofe of our friends at the vil- 
lage, exa£lly correfponded with the canoes of Nootk*, whilft thofe of bur 
new vifitors were cut ofiF fquarc at each end ; and were, in fliape, pre- 
cifely like the canoes feen to the fouthward of cape Orford, though of 
greater length, and confiderably larger. The commodities they brought 
for fale, were trifles of a firailar defeription to thofe offered by the other 
focieiy : in all other refpefts, they correfponded with the generality of 
, the few inhabitants of the coimtry with whom we had become acquainted. 
Wednef. 23. On wcdnefday, we had fonie lightning, thunder, and rain, from die 
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s.E.', this continued a few hours, after which the day was very ferene j^ 79 ** 
and pleafaht. Some of our gentlemen having extended their walk to u— j 
the cove I had vifited the firft evening of our arrival, found it to commu- 
nicate by a very narrow paflage, witli an opening apparently of fome 
extent. In confequence of this information, accompanied by Mr. Baker 
in the yawl, I fet out the next morning to examine it, and found theen- Thurfdaysi. 
trance of the opening fituated in the weftern corner of the cove, formed 
by two interlocking points about a quarter of a mile from each other ; 
theie formed a channel about half a mile long, free from rocks or (hoals, in 
which there was not lefs than 5 fathoms wa^ pa?^ From the weft end of this 
narrow channel the inlet is divided intar two branches, one extending to 
the s.w. about 5 or 6 miles, the othdr to the north about the fame dif- 
tance, conftituting a moll complete and excellent port, to all appearance 
perfeftly free from danger, with regular foundings from 4 fathoms near 
the Ihores, to 9 and 10 fathoms in the middle, good holding ground. 

It occupied us the whole day to row round it, in doing which we met a 
few ftraggling Indians, whofe condition feemed exceflively wretched and ’ 
miferable. The country that furrounds this harbour varies in its eleva- 
tion ; in fome places the Ihores are low level land, in others of a mode- 
rate height, falling in fleep low cliffs on the fandy beach, which in moll 
places binds the ftiores. It produces fome fmall rivulets of water, is 
thickly wooded with trees, raoftly of the pine tribe, and with fome va- 
riety of fhrubs. This harbour pfter the gentleman who difeovered it, 
obtained the name of Port Orchard. The bell paffage into it is 
found by lleering from the village point for the fouth point of the cove, 
which is ealily diftinguilhed, lying from the former s. 62 w. at the dif* 
tarice of about ihilcs, then hauling to the n.w. into the cove, keep- 
ing on the larboard or s.w. Ihore, and palling between it and the rocks 
in the cove ; in this channel the depth of water is from 9 to 15 fathoms, 
gradually decrealing to 5 fathoms in the entrance into the port. There 
is alfo another paffage round to the north of theie rocks, in which there 
is 7 fathoms water ; this is narrow, and by no means fo commodious to 
navigate as the fouthern channel. 

On my return to the Ihip I underftood .that few of our friendly neigh- 

VoL. I. Mm bours 



266 


A VOYAGE »OF DISCOVERY 


May vifited the veffel. The party was evidently reduced, and tiiofe 

u — who ftill remained having fatisfied their cu.riofity, or being coihpelled by 
their mode of life, were preparing to depart with all their flock and ef- 
fecls. ' Thefe it required little labour to remove, confifting chiefly of the 
mats for covering their habitations, wherever it may be convenient to 
pilch them ; 'their (kin and woollen garments, their arms, implements, 
and fuch articles of food as they had acquired during their refidence ; 
which, with their family and dogs, all find accommodation in a fingle 
canoe; and thus the party is eafily conveyed to any (lation, which 
fency, convenience, or ndsefljtY, may direft. The dogs belonging to 
this tribe of Indians were numeiWs, and much refembled thofe of Po- 
• merania, though in general fomewhat larger. They were all (horn as 
clofe to the (kin as (heep are in England ; and fo compaft were their 
fleeces, that large portions could be lifted up by a corner without caufing 
any reparation. They were compofed of a mixture of a coarfe kind of 
wool, with very fine long hair, capable of being fpun into yarn. This 
gave me reafon to believe, that their woollen clothing might in part be 
compofed of this material mixed with a finer kind of wool from fome other 
animal, as their garments were all too fine to be manufaftured from the 
coarfe coating of the dog alone. The abundance of thefe garments 
amongfl the few people we met with, indicates the animal from whence 
the raw material is procured, to be very common in this neighbourhood ; 
but as they have no one domefticated ej^cepting the dog, their fupply of 
wool for their clothing can only be obtained by hunting the wild crea- 
ture that produces it; of which we could not obtain the leafl infor- 
mation. 

The weather continued delightfully ferene and pltalant ; the carpen- 
ters had executed their talk, and the topfail yards were replaced. 

Fiiclay S5. In thc courfc of the forenoon on friday, fome of our Indian friends 
brought us a whole deer, which was die firft intire animal that had 
been offered to us. This they had killed on the ifland, and from the 
number of perfons that came from thence, the major part of the re- 
. maining inhabitants of the village, with a great number of their dogs, 
(eemed to have been engaged, in the chafe. This and another deer, 
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parts of which remained in one of their canoes, had coft all thefe good 
people nekrly a day’s labour, as they went over to the ifland for this 
purpofe the preceding evening ; yet they were amply rewarded for their 
exertions by a fmall piece of copper not a foot fquare. This they 
gladly accepted as a full compenfation for their venifon, on which the 
whole party could have made two or three good meals fucli is the 
eftcem and value with which this metal is regarded ! 

About four in the afternoon, agreeably to our expeftations, the 
Chatham was feen from the matt head over the land, and about fun-fet 
file arrived and anchored near us. Mr. Biwughton informed me, that 
the part of the coatt he had been tjji^ed to explore, confiftcd of an 
archipelago of iflands lying before an extenfive arm of the lea ttretch- , 
ing in a variety of branches between the n.w. north, and n.n.e. Its 
extent in the firtt direftion was the mott capacious, and prefented an 
unbounded horizon. 

On due conlideration of all the circumttances that had fallen under 
my own obfervati’on, and the intelligence now imparted by Mr. Brough- 
ton, I became thoroughly convinced, that our boats alone could enable 
us to acquire any correft or fatisfa6lory information refpe6ling this 
broken country; and although the execution of fuch a fervice in, open 
boats would ncceflarily be extremely laborious, and expofc thofe fo em- 
ployed to numberlefs dangers and unpleafant fituaiions, that might oc- 
cafionall)’ produce great fatigue, and protrafl their return to the (hips ; 
yet that mode was undoubtedly the mott accurate, the mott ready, and 
indeed the only one in our power to purfue for afcertaiiiing the conti- 
nental boundary. 

The main arm-of the inlet leading towards mount Rainier ftill re- 
mained unexplored. It became evident from the length of time Mr. 
Puget and Mr. Whidbey had been abfent, that the inlet they had been 
fent to examine, had led them to a conliderable dittance. We had no 
time to fpare, and as it was equally evident none ought to be loll, 1 di- 
refted that Mr. Johnttone in the Chatham’s cutter fliould accompany me 
in the morning in the Difeovery’s yawl, for the purpofe of examining 
ihe main arm ; and that Mr. Broughton, on the return of our boats, 
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which were now hourly expefted, (hould take Mr. Whidbey in oite of 

Ui— i v them, and proceed immediatdy to the inveftigation of that ahn of this 

inlet, which we had pafled on the eaftem ftiore, llretching to the n. n. e. ; 
and I defired that the Chatham might be anchored within its entrance 
in fomc confpicuous place on the ftarboard fide, where the Difcovery or 
the boats would eafily find her, in cafe the refult of my inquiries fhould 
render it expedient for tlie veffels to proceed further in that dire£lion. 

S*turdayfi6. On faturday morning, accompanied by Mr. Baker in the yawl, and 
favored by pleafant weather and a fine northerly gale, we departed and 
made confiderable progrefe ^ Leaving to the right the opening which 
had been the objeft of Mr. Pu^ and Mr. Whidbey’s expedition, we 
. direded our route along the welftrn fhore of the main inlet, which is 
about a leagiie in width ; and as we proceeded die fmoke of feveral fires 
were feen on its eafiern fliore. When about 4 leagues on a foutherly di- 
reftion from the fliips, we found the courfe of the inlet take a fbutli 
wefterly inclination, which we purfiied about fix miles with fome little 
increafeof width. Towards noon we landed on a point on the eafiern 
•fliore, whofe latitude I obferved to be 47* 21', round which we flattered 
ourfelves w’c fliould find the inlet take an extenfive eaftwardly courfe. 
This.conjefture was fupported by the appearance of a very abrupt di- 
vifion in the fnowy range of mountains immediately to the fouth of 
mount Rainier, which was very confpicuous from the fliip, and the 
main arm of the inlet appearing to ftretch in that direftion from the 
point we were then upon. We here dined, and although our rcpaft 
was foon concluded, the delay was irkfome, as we were exceflively anx- 
ious to afcertain the truth, of which we were not long held in fnfpenfe. 
For having pafled round the point, we found the inlet lb terminate here 
in an extenfive circular compa£l bay, whofe waters wafhed the bafe of 
mount Rainier, though its elevated fummit was yet at a very confi- 
derable diftance from the ftiore, with which it was connefted by feveral 
ridges of hills rifing towards it with gradual afcent and much regularity. 
The foreft trees and the feveral fhades of verdure that covered the hills 
gradually decreafed in point of beauty until they became invifible ; when 
the perpetual clothing of fnow commenced, which feemed to form a 

horizontal 



ROUND THE .WORLD. 


269 

horiz-'ontal line from north to fouth along tliis range of nigged moun- ^79** 
tains, from* whofe furamit mount Rainier rofe confpicuoufly, and feemed 
as much elevated above them as they were above the level of the fea ; 
the whole producing a rnoft grand, pifturefque effeft. The lower moun* 
tains as they defeended to the right and left, became gradually relieved 
of their frigid garment ; and as they approached the fertile woodland 
region that binds the fhores of this inlet in every direftion, produced a 
pleaAng variety. We now proceeded to the n.w. in which direflion the 
inlet from hence extended, and afforded us forae reafon to believe that it 
communicated with that under the furv'ey oT’our other party. This 
opinion was further corroborated by a'^few Indians, who had in a very 
civil manner accompanied us forae time, and who gave us to under* 

(land that in the north weftern direftion this inlet was very wide and 
extenfive; this they expreffed before we quitted our dinner ftation, by 
opening their arras, and making other figns that we fhould be led a long 
way by purfuing that route ; whereas, by bending their arm, or fpread* 
ing out their hand, and pointing to the fpace contained in the curve of 
the arm, or between the fore-finger and thumb, that we fhould find our 
progrefs foon flopped in the direction which led towards mount Rai- 
nier. The little refpeft which mofl Indians bear to truth, and their 
readinefs to affert what they think is mofl agreeable for the moment, or 
to anfwer their own particular wifhes and inclinations, induced me to 
place little dependence on this information, although they could have 
no motive for deceiving us. ^ 

About a dozen of thefe friendly people had attended at our dinner, 
one part of which was a venifou pafly. Two of them, expreffing a de- 
fire to pafs the line t)f feparation drawn between us, were permitted to 
do fo. They fat down by us, and ate of the bread and fifh that tve gave 
them without the leafl hefitation ; but on being offered fome of the veni- 
fon, though they faw us eat it with great relifti, they could not be in- 
duced to tafle it. They received it from us with great difgufl, and pre- 
fented it round tp the rcfl of the party, by w'hom it underwent a very 
flri£l examination. Their conduft on this occafion left no doubt in 
our minds that they believed it to be huii\an flefh, an impreffion which 
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»J9** it was highly expedient (hould be done away. To fatisfy them that it 
— V— was the flefh of the deer, we pointed to the Ikins of the animal they 
had about them. In reply to this they pointed to each other, and 
made figns that could not be mifunderflood, that it was the flefh of hu- 
man beings, and threw it down in the dirt, with geflures of great aver- 
fion and dif^jleafure. At length we happily convinced them of their 
miflake by fliewing them a haunch we had in the boat, by which means 
they were undeceived, and foine of them ate of the remainder of the 
p)'e with a good appetite. 

This behaviour, whilft in fome meafure tending to fubfiantiate their 
knowledge or fufpicions that filch barbarities have exiftcnce, led us to 
conclude, that the character given of the natives of North- Weft America 
tloes not attach to every tribe. Thefe people have been reprefented 
not only as accuflomed inhumanly to devour the flefh of their con- 
quered enemies ; but alfo to keep certain fervants, or ratlier flaves, of 
their own nation, for the foie purpofe of making the principal part of 
the banquet, to fatisfy the unnatural favage gluttony of the chiefs of this 
country, on their vilits to each other. Were fuch barbarities praftifed 
once a month, as is flated, it would be natural to fuppofe thefe people 
fo inured, would not have fhewn the leaft averfion to eating flefh of 
any defeription ; on the contrary, it is not poflible to conceive a great- 
er degree of abhorrence than was manifefled by thefe good people, un- 
til dieir minds were made perfeftly eafy, that it was not human flefh, we 
offered them to eat. This inflance mull necelTarily exonerate at Icaff 
this particular tribe from fo barbarous apraftice; and, as their affinity 
to the inhabitants of Nootka, and of the fea-coaft, to the fouth of that 
place, in their manners and cufloms, admits of littlG difference, it is but 
charitable to hope thofe alfo, on a more minute inquiry, may be found 
not altogether deferving fuch a- charafter. They are not, however, 
free from the general failing attendant on a favage life. One of them 
having taken a knife and fork to imitate our manner of eating, found 
means to fccrete them under his garment ; but, on his being detefled, 
gave up his plunder, with the utmoft good humour and unconcern. 

They accompanied us frotn three or four miferablc huts, near the 
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place‘where we had dined, for about four miles ; during which time they 
exchanged *the only things they had to difpofc of, their bows, arrows, 
and fpcars, in the moft fair and honcft manner, for hawk’s bells, buttons, 
beads, and fuch ufelefs commodities. ' 

The firft information of the natives,- we found perfeftly correft ; and 
it was not long before we had every reafon to give credit to the fecond, 
by finding the inlet divided into two branches, one taking a northerly 
direftion towards the fhips, giving that, which, in the morning, we had 
confidered to be the wellcrn Ihore of the main inlet, the appearance of 
an ifland, 8 or 9 leagues in circuit ; the othftf flretched to the fouth- 
weftward ; and into which ran a very ftrong tide. Although there was lit- 
tle doubt of our having been preceded in the examination of this branch, 
yet, as the flrength of the influx indicated its extremity to be at fome 
diflance, I determined, as w'e were well fupplied for the excurfion, to 
embrace the advantage of fo favorable an opportunity of keeping the 
larboard fliore on board, and of examining fuch inlets as might be found 
leading to the left ; that, in the event of Mr. Puget having been unable 
to accomplifli the taflt afligned him, our furvey might be completed 
without another expedition into this region. With the affiflancc of the 
ftrong tide, we rapidly, paffed through a fair navigable channel, near 
half a league wide, with foundings from 24 to 30 fathoms, free from any 
appearance of Ihoals, rocks, or other interruptions. The eaflern fhorc 
was found nearly flrait and compaft; but on the weftern, three wide 
openings were fecn, whofe terminations were not diflinguifhable ; and 
the flrength with which the tide flowed into the two nortli^mmofl, induced 
us to confider them as very extenfive. 

Having advanced in a direftion s. 32 w. about 3 leagues from the 
fouth, or inner point of entrance, into an opening, fituated in latitude 
47“ 19'^, longitude 237*42', we halted about eight in the evening for the 
night,’ on a fmall ifland, lying about a mile from the eaflern fhore. 
The general charafter of the fituation in which we had now arrived, 
indicated it to be a continuation of the main branch of the inlet, we 
had been thus long navigating. The infulated appearance of its weftern 
fide, the rapidity of the flood tide, and its. ijicreafing width, gave us rea- 
fon 
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j^9»* Ton to fuppofe we Ihould find it ftill more extenfive. Whilft emfrtoyed 
Ih arranging our matters for the night, we difcovered, coming out of 
the fouthernmoft opening, two fmall vcflels, whicli, at firft, were taken 
for Iildian canoes, but, on ufing our glafles, they were confidered to be 
our two boats. The evening was cloudy ; and, doling in very foon, 
prevented a- pofitive dccifion. The original idea was, however, fome- 
what confirmed on firing two mufltets, which were not anfwered. 

During the night, we had fome rain, with a frefli gale from the s.e. 
which abated by the morning ; the rain ftill continued, but not fo vio- 
Sunday 27. Jently as to prevent our ‘proceeding. At four o’clock on funday morn- 
ing, we again embarked, and fleered about s.w. by s. ; in which di- 
. reftion the inlet feemed to ftretch to fome diftance ; and the appear- 
ance of the fouthern land gave rife to an opinion of its terminating 
in a river. The fpace we had fo confidered was, by feven o’clock, pro- 
ved to be a low fwampy compaft fliore, forming the fouthern extremity 
of the inlet in this direflion, about 2 leagues from our laft refting place. 
The inlet here terminated in an expanfive though fliallow bay, acrofs 
M'hich a flat of fand extended upwards of a mile from its fliores ; on 
which was lying an immenfe quantity of drift wood, confifting chiefly 
of yery large trees. The country behind, for fome diftance, was low, 
then rofe gradually to a moderate height ; and, like the eaftern fliores 
of the inlet, was covered with wood, and diverfified with plcafant in- 
equalities of hill and dale, though not enriched with thofe imaginary 
parks and pleafure grounds we had been accuftomed to behold nearer 
to the fea couft , the whole prefenting one uninterrupted wildernefs. 

From hence the direftion of the inlet was about n.w. by n., ftill prefer- 
ving a confiderable width ; the M'cftcrn ftiore appearing to be formed by 
a group of iflands. Our progrefs was a little retarded by the rain in 
the forenoon ; but, about mid-day the clouds difperfed, though not fuf- 
ficiently early to procure an obfervation for the latitude. We had now 
reached a point on the larboard fhore, where the inlet was again divi- 
ded into two other large branches, one leading to the fouth-weftward, 
the other towards the north. As my plan was to purfue the examiiia- 
tion of tlie larboard fhore, tlie fouth-weft branch became our firft objefi. 

This 
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This- we found divided into two narrow channels, leading to the fouth- 
ward, with the appearance of two fiiiall covi^ to tlie northward. Up 
the weflernmoft of the former, about fix miles, we took up our abode 
for the night, which was ferene and pleafiint. 

Early in the morning we again llarted, and foon found the canal 
to terminate about a league from the place where we had flept the 
night before, as the reft had done, in low fwampy ground, with a flial- 
low fandy bank extending to Ibine diftance into tlic canal. Here we 
met, as had been frequently the cafe, a few miferable Indians in their 
temporary habitations ; thefe either had nothing to difpole of, or were 
not inclined to have intercourfe with us ; the latter feemed mo/l proba- 
ble, as our vifit was not attended with that cordial reception wc had 
generally experienced. This however might have been occafioned by 
our having dillurbed them unufually early from their reft ; we made 
them ft)nie prefents which they accepted very coolly, and having fatis- 
fied ourft'h'cs with the extent of the inlet in this direftion we returned, 
and about nine o’clock landed to breakfaft about two miles within the 
main entrance of the fouth-wefi; branch. Wc left behind us to the weft- 
ward the appearance of two or three fmall illands or points, that might 
form fimilar inlets to thole we had already examined, leading to the 
fouth. 'I'hefe could be of little extent, as Icarccly any vifibic tide was 
found in the narroweft parts. 

From the length of time alfo that the other boats had been abfent previ- 
ous to our departure from the fliips, together with the appearance and di- 
reclion of the inlet, I entertained little doubt that the gitmej^rt of wliat 
we luid livn, as alfo that which wc were now leaving unexplored, bad un- 
dergone the examination of Mr. Pugt^t and Mr.Whidboy. 'I'his iiuhice.i me 
to return on board, confidering we were now palling our time to lirili. pur- 
pofe; and as the branch of the main inlet belin e ns ftretching to the north- 
ward, prefented every profpefl. ol communicating with forne of thole 
had paJTed on faturday evening, wc purfued that route. 'I'he iituatiou v/e 
quitted this morning, according to my furvey, was in latitude 
longitude 237" 18', about 17 leagues from the lea coaft of New Albion, 
towards which, from the moderate height of the country, there could 
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lp-‘ be iitdc doubt, of an cafy ictercourfe by land. About noon we l&nded 
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^ on a point ot the eallern ihore, whofe latitude is 47° 157, longitude 
237" 1 7'-^. From hence we proceeded wuth a pleafant foutherly gale, to af- 
ccrtaui if an)’ communication exifted, as we had before conjetlurcd. 
'J’lie further we advanced the more doubtful it became, until at length 
about 3 leagues north ol the above point, it terminated like all the other 
canals in a lhallow flat before a low' fwampy bog. Here we dined, and 
about four in the afternoon fet out on our return by the way we had 
come, purpoling to flop for the night at a cove a little to the Ibuth of 
the point w’e were upon >31 noon, where we arrived about nine in the 
•evening. Mr. Johnft.one, who had kept along the weflern fliore in 
order to look into a finall opening w'c had palled in failing dow*n, had 
the advantage by being on the w'eather fliore, and had arrived a fliort 
time before us. He informed me the opening was veiy narrow% and 
could extend but a little w'ay before it joined that which we had quitted 
this morning. Whilft he was on Ihore for the purpole of taking the 
necelfary angles, a deer came down to the beach, which Mr. Le Mefii- 
ricr, tlie gentleman w'ho had attended him in the boat, fired at, and for- 
tunately killed. It proved to be a very fine buck, and allordeil our 
people a good frelh meal, which was fome compenfation for the difap- 
poihtrncnt we experienced in not finding a palTage home by the route 
w'e had lately purfued. 

Tuefday 29. About day-break, as ufual, on the morning of the 29th, we again 
refumed our voyage towards the Ihip-s,*^ which were now dillant about 
miles. 7 ow.'»ids noon we landed on the north point of entrance 
into the lecond opening vre had pant'd on faturday evening ; the lati- 
tude of w'hich is .\'j° The llrength of the ebb., tide facilitated our 

progrefs, and our conjeftures were foou proved to have been w’cll 
founded in this being the lame inlet, which I had directed the other party 
to examine. We were carried wdth great rapidity for fome time up the 
branch leading to the northward, and through this channel we arrived 
in the evening on board, w'ithout feeing any other opening leading to 
the weflward. The land compofing the caftern Ihore of this channel, 
and the weflern fliore of that w'e had purfued on faturday morning, 
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was now afcertained to be the moll cxtenfiA^t^ ifland we had yet met with *’ 92 - 
in our feveVal examinations of this coafl ; which after my friend Captain 
Vafhon of the navy, I have diflinguifhed by the name of Vashon’s 
Island. 

Late on the preceding faturday night, or rather on funday morning, 
our other party had returned. It was them we had feen the firft even- 
ing of our excurfion from the ifland, and they very diftinftly faw our 
fire ; but as they did not hear the report of the mufkets, concluded it a 
fire of the natives, not having the leafl: idea of any of our boats being 
in that neighbourhood. They had explored.all thofe parts of the inlet 
we had palfed by, and found the three openings we left unexamined, the 
firft afternoon, leading to the weftward, to be channels dividing that fliore 
into three iflands ; and thofe we had not attended to on monday morning 
formed two fmall branches leading to the s.w. ; the wefternmoft of which 
extends to the latitude of 47“ 6', about 2 leagues to the weftward of our 
rcfearchcs in that direftion ; that in tvhich the deer was fhot communica- 
ted with the s.w. branch of the inlet by a very narrow channel. They 
liad alfo paffed the opening w’e had purfued leading towards mount 
Rainier ; but agrccxibly to my dirc6lions had not profecuted its examina- 
tion ; the termination of every other opening in the land they had afeer- 
tained. 'I’hus by our joint efforts, we had completely explored every 
turning of this exteufive inlet; and to commemorate Mr. Puget’s exer- 
tions, the fouth extremity of it I named Puokt’s Sound. 

I’he Chatham had failed on monday, and Mr. Whidbey had departed 
in the Difeovery’s launch for the purpofe of carri^ Wg- jat wr^^ffecl the 
otflers I had left with Mr. Broughton. 

Mr. Puget had Jlttlc more to communicaie refpe^tlng his late exj)e- 
dltion than w’hat had fallen under my own oblervations, excepting the 
diforderly behaviour of an Indian tribe he had met with at forne dif- 
tance up the firft arm leading to the weftward •within the narrows, 
whofe conduft had materially differed from that of the native.s in gene- 
ral ; and in particular from that of a party confiding of about twenty 
natives whom they had before feen in that route, and who had behaved 
with tlieir ufual friendfliip and civility. In this arm they found the fliores , 
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general low and well w^ded. About eight in the evening, attended 
V— iy^-^ by foinc of the natives in'two canoes, they landed for the ni^ht. Thefe 
people could not be invited nearer our party than about an hundred 
yards/ where they remained attcnti\'c to all the operations until the tents 
were pitched, when it became neceffary to difeharge fome loaded muf- 
kets, the noife of which they heard without any apparent furprize, and 
exclaimed poo i after every report. They foon afterwards paddled away 
to the weft ward. The next morning Mr. Puget proceeded up the arm, 
which took a n. e. direflion about a mile wide, narrtwing as they ad- 
vanced to one fourth of that width ; the foundings w’cre found regular 
'from 8 to 13 fathoms. In this filuation they faw a canoe making to- 
wards them, on wliich they relied on their oars to wait its approach. 
The canoe fuddcnly Hopped, and no offers of prefents, nor ligns of 
friendly inclinations, could induce the Indians to venture near the boat. 
In order to remove their apprehenfions, Mr. Puget faflened fome me- 
dals, copper, and trinkets, to a piece of wood which he left floating on 
the water ; and when the boat was at a fufficient diftance, the Indians 
picked it up. After repeating this twice or thrice they ventured, though 
not without fome trepidation, alonglide the boats. In their perfons 
they feemed more robull than the generality of the inhabitants ; moft of 
thena had loft, their right eye, and w’cre much pitted with the fmall-pox. 
I'hey now attended the boats for a ftiort time, and having received fome 
additional prefents, returned to the lliore. The whole of their conduft 
exhibited much fufpicion and diftruft. ‘When any queftion was endea- 
voured to b.e.pip^o them, they replied by pool poo! pointing at the 
lame time to a fmall ifland on which the party had breakfalled, and 
where fome birds liad been ftiot. They feemed well ‘acquainted with 
the value of iron and copper, but w’ould not difpofe of their weapons, 
or any other article in exchange for either. About noon the party 
landed to dine; and v/hilft they vrere prejtaring to haul the feine before 
a frelh water brook, fix canoes were feen paddling haftily round the 
point of the cove they were in, and directing their courfe towards the 
boats. 'I’he fufpicious behaviour of thole whorn they had parted with 
in the morning, rendered it highly expedient that they Ihoukl be upon 
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thcir'guard againft any hoftile rlcfign of tlic'fc people; on whofe ap- 
proach, a line ()n the beach was drawn, to feparate the two parties from 
each otlier ; which w'as readily underflood, and obeyed. They now 
divided their numbers into two fets, one remaining on fhore with* their 
bows and quivers, the other retiring to tlicir canoes, where they quietly" 
feated themfelves. 

Thus, with every appearance of good order being eftablifhed, the 
officers went to dinner, on an elevated fpot a few yards from the 
water-fidc, where the crews were dining in their refpeftive boats, and 
in rcadinefs to aft in cafe of any alarm. On ft Teventh canoe joining the 
Indian party, thole on the beach immediately embarked ; and the whole 
number, amounting to twenty-four perfons, evidently entered into a con- 
fultation, during which they frequently pointed to thofe in the boats, as 
w'ell as to the officers on the hill. This conduft tended to increafe the 
fufpicions that their inclinations were otherwdfe than friendly, however 
imprudent they might deem it, on the prefent moment, to carry their 
intentions into execution. But as our party could not be furprized, 
and as they wore ready to aft immediately on the defenfive, Mr. Puget 
and the other gentlemen did not confidcr their fituation alarming, and 
preferred quietly finiffiing their rejtafl, to that of indicating any figns of 
diflrufl. or apprehenfion, by a precipitate retreat. Towards the con- 
clufion of their conference, thret^ of their canoes were healing near to 
the boats ; but, on finding they were difeovered by the officers, inflantly 
returned. At this time, an eighth canoe joined the pqrty; on which all 
of them pa;!dled to the beach, jumped on fhore, and m*rrtl^Tlieir bows, 
'i'his was inanifeflly prejtaring for an attack, as they had not ever been 
feen, on any former occalion, with their bows flrung. The very man 
who appeared the princijtal in the canoe, they had met in the morning, 
and with whom fo much trouble was taken to obtain his good opinion, 
now feerned the leader of this party; and, with an arrow acrofs his 
bow in readinefs for immediate ufe, advanced towards the Ration of the 
officers, whilfl others of the party were moving that way. Such mea- 
fures however were prudently rcl<:)rtcd to, without proceeding to extre- 
mities, as obliged them all to retreat to^ the line of feparation, where 
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they again held a clofe and long confultaiion ; and our gentlemen hjlving 
now no objerl to detain tliem on fhore, they re-embarkcd, leaving the 
Indians at the line of reparation, ftiarpcning their arrows and fj)ears 
on ftohes, apparently much inclined, though irrefolute, to attempt ho>* 
flilities. In this undecided ftate of their minds, Mr. Puget tliought it 
might anfwer a good jjurpofc to fire a fwivel, fliotted; the effect of 
which, might teach them to refpefcl, hereafter, our jiowers of defence, 
and induce them, on the prefent occafion, to prefer a pacific deport- 
ment, and preferve the lives of many, that muft ha\'e been loll, had 
they been fo injudicious dsHtj have commenced an attack. Although, 
on the report of the gun, or the diftant elfcrtl: of the lliot, which was 
fired over the water, not the leaft vifible allonifhment or apprehenfion 
was exprefled, yet, the meafure was almofl inftantly attended with every 
expefled good confequcnce. Their bows were foon unftrung ; and in- 
Head of their menacing a combat, tlieir weapons became articles of 
traffic, in common with other trifles tlicy had to difpofe of, for copper, 
buttons, knives, beads, and other ornaments ; in which friendly intcr- 
courfe, they accompanied the boats until towards the evening, when they 
peaceably took their leave, and returned to their home. 

From Mr. Puget I likewife underllood, that, in the courfe of his cx- 
curfion, himfelf and party had vifited, and had received the vifns of 
feveral other tribes of Indians, whofe behaviour had been uniformly 
civil, courteous, and friendly. Why that party, whofi^ unfriendly in- 
tentions were too evident to be rniftaken, fhould have been induced to 
affume, wiilt&trttJi^ Icall provocation, a charadler fo diametrically ojjpofite 
to that which, in eveiy other inftance, fe emed to govern their general 
conduft, is certainly very myfterious, and renders the* foregoing an ex- 
traordinary circumllance, for which it is difficult to account. 

The country we had mutually explored, did not appear, to either 
party, from our tranlient view of it, materially to differ from that which 
has already been deferibed, either in its feveral produ6lions from the 
foil, or in its general appearance of fertility. It did not, however, pof- 
fefs that beautiful variety of landfcape; being an almofl impenetrable 
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wildcrnefs of lofty trees, rendered nearly impalfable by the underwood, 
which uniformly incumbers the furfacc. 

By the termination of the wellern range of fnow)^ mountains in their 
fouthern direftion, taking place confiderably to the norih-wcftwai'd, and 
the more elevated land intercepting the view of fuch mountains as may 
extend from the callern range, fouthward of mount Rainier, wc were pre- 
fented vrith more tlian the whole fouthern horizon of land moderately 
high, extending as far as the eye could reach, diverfified by eminences 
and vallies, affording a probability of an eafy intercourfe by land with 
tlie lea coafl ; where, fome places of fhelter fbi* fmall veffels yet may pof- 
fibly be found, which, in the event of an eftablilhmem being formed, 
would prove highly advantageous. 

'I'he fcarcity of water has before been mentioned as the only difadvan- 
•tage that the Interior country leemed to labour under ; but in Mr. Puget’s 
furvey, a greater fupply of water was found than in the inlets and 
bays that underwent rny own particular examination. The country had 
alfo been conficlcTcd by us as nearly defliiute of inhabitants ; but this 
opinion wc found to be erroneous, from the other party having, by ac- 
cidt^nt, fallen in with near an hundred and fifty Indians, and having feen 
feveral delerted villages. 

o . . . • 

I’he point near our prefent flat ion, forming the north point of the 
bay, hitherto called the Village point, I have diftinguifhed by the name 
of Restoration Point, having celebrated that memorable event, 
whilfl at anchor under it ; and Aom the refult of rny obfervations, made 
on the fpot, it is fituated in latitude Irinfjiii^n Dur- 

ing our ftay the tides were obferved to be materially affetled, b)' the di- 
retiion or force <)f the winds, not only in refpetl to their rile and fall, 
but as to the time of high water. I'he former fcldom exceeded 7 or 
8 feet; and the latter generally took place about 4^10' after the moon 
palfwd the meriaian. The variation of the compafs, by fix fets of azi- 
muths taken on board, dilfering from 18“ to 2:^“, gave the mean refult 
of 19" 36' call variation. 

Nothing occurring to detain us, on wednef la) morning, with a plea- 
fant foutherly breeze, we directed our courlc to the opening under the 
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* 79 ** examination of Mr. Broughton ; the entrance of which lies from Rjcfto- 
ration point, n. 20 e., 5 leagues diltant. The breeze, as was ufual, dy- 
ing away, we advanced very flowly ; towards noon, it was fucceefied by 
a N.w. wind, accompanied with the flood-tide, fo that, by the time 
we had worked up the opening, the ebb tide vras returning not only 
with great flrength, but attended by a fort of counter tide, or under 
tow, that fo aff'efted the fliip, as to render her almoft unmanageable, 
notwithflanding we had a frefh breeze, and were aflifled in working in 
by our boats. Having advanced about 3 miles wdthin the entrance, 
which we found about ha^f- a league acrols, and, in the evening, feeing 
no appearance of the Chatham, a gun was fired, which was immediately 
anfwercd from behind a point of land, on the flarboard, or cafleni 
fhore, where, foon afterwards, we faw the Chatliam bearing a light at 
her maft-head for our guidance ; and, though within the dillancc of 2* 
miles, it was near midnight before we anchored in 32 fathoms water, 
about a cable’s length from her ; not having been able to gain foundings 
, with no fathoms of line, until we reached this flation. 

TliurfJayai, I'lic ncxt niorniiig, we found ourfelves about a cable’s length from 
the fhore, in a capacious found ; whofe entrance bore by compafs from 
S.2W. to S.30W., about 6 miles from us, from whence it extended in 
a true n.n.e. dire6lion. To the north was a high round iflaud, bearing 
from N. 18 w. to N. 33 w. ; on each fide of which an opening w'as fecn 
ftretching to the northward. Thefe openings were fejDarated by a high 
narrow flip of land, which alfo appeared to be infulated. I'he eallern 
fide of a deep bay, apparently bounded by ftdid com- 

pa6l land of a moderate height. 

Mr. Broughton informed me, he had navigated tlvef call fide of the 
round ifland in the brig, and had examined the caftern fhore of the 
found, which was, as it appeared to be, a compact fhore. Mr. Whid- 
bey, in our launch, accompanied by Lieutenant Hanfon in the Chatham’s, 
had, on the 29th, been difpatched to the two openings to the northward, 
with direflions to examine the right-hand, or cafternmofl, firfl; ; and, on 
findiitg its termination, to return with fuch information to the Chatham, 
before they proceeded to vifit die odier ; that, in the event of the Dif- 
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covcfy’s arrival previous to their return, the veflels might follow them 
in fuch purfuit, obferving to keep on the eaftern Ihore until they Ihould 
find it divided into two branches. This being the third day of their ab-* 
fence, it was concluded they had found the eafternmoll opening to be of 
confiderable extent ; in confequence of which I determined to follow 
thciii, but the weather being calm and gloomy, with fome rain, we were 
pi evented movhig. On a low point of land near the Ihip, I obrerved the 
latitude to bo 47° /57'i, longitude 237“ 58'. A light favorable breeze 
fprang up Ihortly afier noon ; but before the anchor was at tin fiiip's 
bov/s it again fell calm, with much rain, wllit^ obliged us to remain 
quiet. The Chatham however weighed, and being foon olf the bank, 
which docs rot reach a quarter of a mile from the Ihoro, was inllantly 
out of foundings, and was driven by the ebb-tide until nine in the even- 
ing to the entrance of the found. At this time a frelh foutherly breeze 
fpringing up we weighed, and direfted our courfe northward, to pals 
on the wcllern fide of the round ifland. 

^\ c had now been ftationary upwards of twenty hours, and during 
that time the tide or current had conftantly fat out: the like was obferved 
by Mr. Broughton during his continuance in the fame place. The fouth- 
erly wind, attended by a heavy fall of rain, foon became fo fiiint,.that 
by eleven at night we had proceeded only 5 miles. Here we were 
o!)liged 10 anchor in 20 fathoms water, hard fandy bottom, near half 
way between the ifland and the point that divides tlie iwT> openings, 
which are about a league afunder. ^ 

About fix in the morning of June the ift, alfifled by tliFflooftidc, and 
a light fouth-eallerly wind, we proceeded up the eaflern arm; the en- 
trance of which is- about a mile wide, with foundings from 7.3 to 80 
fathoms, dark fandy bottom. The w'rather being rainy, calm, or at- 
tended with light variable winds, mofl of the forenoon we made little 
progrefs. During this interval the Chatham gained fome advantage of 
us, and about noon itroceeded with a fiivorahle breeze from the foitth- 
ward up the opening. I’hc haze which had oblcured the land, all the 


fore part of the day, gave the inlet an extenlivc appearance, wdthoi.it 
any vifible termination : ' but on the fog's dilperfing, it feemed to be 


1792. 

Mav’. 


June. 




282 


A VOYAGE. OF DISCOVERY 


«79a* clofed in every direftion, excepting that by which we had entered but 
as foundings could not be gained with 50 fathoms of line, we continued 
our courfe up the inlet until about two o’clock, at which time we had 
advanced 6 miles from the entrance ; and being perfeftly fatished that 
the inlet finifhcd in the manner common to all we had hitherto exa- 
mined, the fignal was made for the Chatham to bring up, and we fliort- 
cned fail accordingly. In a few minutes flie was difcovered to be 
a-ground, and had made the fignal for afliftance. On this we flood to- 
wards her, and anchored about a mile from her in 20 fathoms water, 
' . fandy bottom, and about half that diftance from the eaftern fhore, which 
was the nearcft land. Our boats were immediately fent to her relief ; 
' but as the tide fubfided very fall, they could only lay out anchors for 
heaving her off on the returning flood. Although the upper part of the 
inlet had appeared to be perfectly doled, yet it was not iinpolfible a 
channel might exift on the weftern or oppofite fhore, which by inter- 
locking points might have been invifible to us on board, and through 
which our abfent party might have found a paffage. To afeertain this 
fa£l, I went in the yawl, and found the depth of water fuddenly to de- 
creafe on leaving the fhip to 10, 7, and 2 fathoms. We continued our 
relearches in 1 and 2 fathoms water to the oppofite fide, where we 
landed nearly a-breafl of the fhip, and found the fhores of the inlet to be 
flrait, compaft, and about two miles apart. In feveral places we at- 
tempted to land near the upper end, .but found ourfcives as often re- 
pulfed by^ flat fandy fhoal, which extended dire6lly acrofs. The land 
there feemedofa fwampy nature, was thinly wooded, and thought it, w'as 
the appearance of a fhallow rivulet falling into the fea ; further back it 
was more elevated, and the furrounding country bding covered with a 
fimilar growth of timber to that before noticed, made us conclude the 
land to be equally fertile. 

This examination perplexed me extremely to account for an errof that 
had certainly taken place. For under the conviftion that this inlet had 
been found navigable by the.boats, I fhould not have hefitated to have 
profecuted my way hither in the fhip at midnight, in confequcnce of 
the party not having made any. report to the contrary. This could only 
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be attributed to a mifunderftandihg of the orders given, or to fome un- * 79 ®* 
fortunate accident having befallen them. The latter we had no reafon / 

to apprehend, unlcfs from an attack of the Indians, which was not very 
likely to have happened, as we faw not the lead indication of either per> 
manent or temporary habitations. I called on board the Chatham on 
my return, and was happy to underdand that tliere was little pro- 
bability of her receiving any injury, having grounded on a muddy bank; 
and that there was every profpeft of her doating off the next tide. In 
founding to lay out their anchors, it became evident that in the very di- 
reftion in which they had failed to their thei> dation, they had run up- 
w'ards of half a mile on this bank in 2 fathoms water, in confequence 
of the unpardonable negligence of the man at the lead, who had an- 
nounced falfe foundings, and for which he was delervedly punidied. 

She -^vas hove off about midnight, and anchored near us without having 
received the lead damage. 

The Chatham being in readinefs by ten the next morning, with a Saturday e,’ 
light northerly breeze, attended with gloomy weather and fome rain, wc • 
dire6lcd our route back by the way we had come, and it was not until 
three o’clock tliat we reached the found, where we again anchored in 50 
fathoms, a quarter of a mile from the eadern diore, and about fix times 
that dillance to the eadward of the arm we had quitted, which forms 
an excellent harbour, well dieltered from all winds ; but during our fhort 
Ihjy there w'e law no appearance of any frelh water. Here our pofition 
was before a fmall bay, into wfiich flowed two exqpllent dreams, but 
thefe were fo nearly on a level with the fea, that it bacaiu^neceffary 
either to procure the water at low tide, or at fome didance up the 
brook ; which lat'usr was eafily effefted, as our boats were admitted to 
where the frefli water fell from the elevated land. In tliLs fiiuation the 
obferved latitude was 48*2'^, longitude 237“ 57'^, being 6 miles s.s.e. 
from*our lad anchorage. 

As there was little doubt now remaining that the party had proceeded 
to the examination of the other inlet, and as the weather was thick and 
hazy with fome rain, a gun was now and then fired to dire£l them to 
the Ihips in cafe they Ihould be on tlieir return. 

O o 2 


In 



284 


A VOYAGE, OF DISCOVERY 

*792* In tlic courfc of the afternoon we were tolerably fuccefsful wifli the 
feine, as we had alfo been in the above harbour, in taking a quantity 
of fifh fimilar to thofe we procured in port Difeovery. About eight 
in the evening we had the fatlsfatlion of hearing our gun anfwered; 
and at nine the boats fafelv returned to the vejGTels. 

Mr. V'hidbcy informed me, that on liis return from the furvey of 
the port we Iiad quitted in the morning, he faw the Chatham working off 
the ('all end of the round ifland at fo little diflance, that he concluded 
the boats could not have cfcaped the oblervation of thofe on board ; 
and under that iraprelfioh,' and his anxiety to forward this tedious fer- 
vice, he Isad availed himfelf of a favorable foutherly wind, and flood 
tide, to proli'cute his examination of the other branch, whofe entrance 
he had found fomcthirig wider than the harbour we had left, having 60 
fathoms depth of water, with a foft muddy bottom. Its general direc- 
tion led N. N.w. Having advanced about four miles, they found on a 
low projefting point of the weftern fliore, a village containing a nume- 
rous tribe of the natives. But as my orders, as well as the general 
inclination of the officers, vrere to prevent by all poflible means the 
chance of any mifunderflahding, it was tlie uniform prafticc to avoid 
landing in the prefence of confiderable numbers ; and as it was now the 
dinner time of our party, Mr. Whidbey very prudently made choice of 
the oppofite fhorc, in the hope of making a quiet meal without the com- 
pany of the Indians. Having reached the place where they intended to 
land, they were njpt by upwards of two hundred, fome in their canoes 
with thei?*ia»Uies, and others walking along the fhore, attended by 
about forty dogs in a drove, Ihorn clofe to the fkin like fheep. Not- 
withftanding their numbers, it was important to land for the purpole of 
taking angles ; and they had the fatisfaftion of being received on fliore 
with every mark of cordial friendlhip. Mr. Whidbey however, thought 
it prudent to remain no longer in their focicty than was abfolutely ne- 
ceflary ; and having finifhed the bufinefs for which he had landed, he 
inftantly embarked, and continued his route up the inlet until the even- 
ing, when he landed for the night about nine miles within its entrance. 
In the morning they again purfued their inqUiiy, and foon after they 
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had tandcd to breakfafl, they were vifited by a large canoe full of In- 
dians, who were immediately followed by an hundred more of the na- 
tives, bringing with them the mats for covering their temporary houfes, 
and, feemingly, every other article of value belonging to them.* 

On landing, which they did without the leaft hefitation, their behaviour 
was courteous and friendly in the higheft degree. A middle-aged man, 
to all appearance the chief or principal perfon of the party, was fore- 
mofl. in {hewing marks of the greateft hofpitality ; and perceiving our 
party were at breakfaft, prefenicd them with water, roafted roots, dried 
fifli, and other articles of food. This perfon, 'in return, received fome 
prel'ents, and others were diilributed amongfl the ladies and fome of the 
party. The chief, for fo we muft diftinguifh him, had two hangers, 
one of SpanKh, the other of Englilh manufa6lure, on which he feemed 
to fet a very high value. The fituation of the fpot where they had 
landed was delightful ; the fliores on each fide tlie inlet being compofed 
of a low country, pleafingly diverfified by hills, dales, extenfive verdant 
lawns, and clear {'paces in the mid{t of the forefl:, together with the 
cordial reception they had met from the natives, induced Mr. Whidbey 
to continue his examination on {hore ; on which occafion he was accom- 
panied by the chief and feveral of the party, who condufted themfdves 
with the grcatell propriety; though with no fmall degree ,pf civil curio- 
fity in examining his clothes, and cxprelfing a great defire to be latisfied 
as to the colour of the {kin they^ covered ; making figns, that his hands 
and face were painted white, inftead of being black or^red like th^r own ; 
but when convinced of their millakc by opening his waiftcoat, their 
aftonilhment vras incxprclfible. From thefe circumftances, and the ge- 
neral tenor of theii behaviour, Mr. Whidbey concluded they had not 
before feen any Europeans, though, from the diiferent articles they 
poffefled, it was evident a communication had taken place ; probably, 
by the means of dillinft trading tribes. The people, who had been met 
in that inlet removing with their families, and all their moveable property, 
were not unlikely to be of this commercial defcripiion ; particularly, as 
their voyage was towards the fea-coaft, where, in fome convenient fitu- 
ation near to the genertfl refort of Europeans, they might fix their 
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abode until an opportunity was afforded them to barter their commodi- 
ties for the more valuable produflions of Europe, which are afterwards 
difpoled of to the inhabitants of the interior country at a very exorbi- 
tant price. This circumftance tends, in fome degree, to corroborate an 
opinion hazarded on a former occafion to this effe 6 l. 

On the boats being ordered in fliore to receive Mr. Whidbey and the 
gentlemen who had attended him in his walk, the launch grounded, which 
was no fooner perceived by the Indian chief, than he was foremoft in 
uling every exertion to (hove her off. This being effefted, and the 
gentlemen embarked, iholl of thefe good people took their leave, and 
ieemed to part with their newly-acquired friends with great reluftance. 
The chief, and a few others, accompanied our party, until they had ad- 
vanced about fourteen miles from the entrance, when they, very civilly, 
took their departure ; here the arm branched off from its former direc- 
tion of about N.N.W., to die weftward, and n.£. The latter being the 
objeft of their purfuit, they foon arrived off another extenfive and po- 
pulous village, whence feveral canoes came off with not lefs than feventy 
of the natives in them ; and feveral others were feen coming from the dif- 
ferent parts of the Ihore. Thofe who approached the boats conduced 
thcmlelves with the utmoft propriety, fliewing, by repeated invitations 
to their dwellings, the greateft hofpitality, and making figns, that they 
had plenty of food to beftow. In thefe intreaties the ladies were particu- 
larly earneft, and expreffed much chagrin and mortification that their 
offers ^f civility /vrere declined. As the boats failed pall the village 
thofe in the canoes returned to the fliore. 

The direftion which the land took to the n.e. condu 6 led them to a 
confiderable branch whofe outer points lie from etfch other n. 20 w., 
about a league afunder. From its eaftern fliore a (hallow flat of fand, 
on which are fome rocky iflets and rocks, runs out, until within half a 
mile of the weftern (hore, forming a narrow channel, navigated by 
them in nearly a n.n.w. direftion, for about 3 leagues. The depth, at 
its entrance, was 20 fathoms ; but gradually decreafed to four, as they 
advanced up the channel which is formed by the weftern fliore, and the 
fand-bank, continuing with great regularity,- about half a mile wide. 
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to the lati^de of 48* 24', longitude 237“ 45', where it then ceafed to be 
navigable for velfels of any burthen, in confequence of the rocks and v, 
overfals from 3 to 20 fathoms deep, and a very irregular and dif^gree* 
Sble tide. '“On* meeting thefe impediments, the party returned, with in- 
tention of exploring the opening leading to the weftward. As they re- 
paired th^ village, they were again vifited by their friendly chief, attend- 
ed by two or three canoes only, who prefented them with a moft wel- 
come fupply of very fine fmall filh which, in many refpefls, refembled, 
and, moft probably were, a fpecies of the fmelt. ^ He accepted, with ap- 
parent pleafure, an invitation into the launch) where he remained with 
Mr. Whidbey until the evening, ate and drank of fuch things as were 
offered with the greateft confidence, and on being made acquainted that 
the party was going to reft, bad them farewell with every mark of re- 
fpeft and friendftiip. 

In the morning, the examination of the weftern branch was purfued, and 
, found to terminate in a very excellent and commodious cove or harbour, 
with regular foundings from 10 to 20 fathoms, good holding ground. Its 
weftern extent fituated in latitude 48" 17', longitude 237*38', is not more 
than a league from the caftern Ihore of the main inlet, within the ftraits. . 

) On each point of the harbour, which in honor of a particular friend 
'' I call Pen nV Cove, was a deferted village; in one of which were 
found Icveral fepulchres formed exactly like a centry box. Some of 
them were open, and contained the fkeletons of many young children 
tied up in balkets; the fmaller bones of adults were' like wife r/oticed, 
but no one of the limb bones could here be found, which gaye rife to 
an opinion that tli^fe, by the living inhabitants of the neighbourhood, 

• were appropriated to ureful purpofes, fuch as pointing their arrows, 
fpears, or other weapons. The furrounding country, for feveral miles 
in moft points of view, prefented a delightful profpe 61 ;, confiding chiefly 
of fpacious meadows, elegantly adorned with clumps of trees ; amongft; 
which the oak bore a very confiderable proportion, in fize from four to 

* fix feet in circumference. In thefe beautiful paftures, bordering on an ex- 
panlive ftieet of water, the deer were feen playing about in great numbers. 
Nature had here provided the well-ftocked park, and wanted only theaflift- 
ance of art to coiiftitute that defirable aflemblage of furface, which is fo much 
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*7^* fought in other countries, and only to be acquired by an immoderate 
expence in manual labour. The foil principally confifted of a rich black 
vegetable mould, lying on a fandy or clayey fubftratum ; the grafs, of 
an excellent quality, grew to the height of three feet, aha ' the fernsf; 
which, in the fandy foils, occupied the clear fpots, were nearly twice as 
high. The country in the vicinity of this branch of the fca is, accor- 
ding to Mr. Whidbey’s reprefentation, the fineft we had yet met with, 
notwithftanding the very pleafing appearance of many others ; its na- 
tural produftions were luxuriant in the highefl: degree, and it was, by no 
means, i|l fupplied with ftreams of frefh water. Tfhc number of its inha- 
bitants he eflimated at about fix hundred, which I fhould fuppofe would 
exceed the total of all the natives we had before feen ; the other parts 
of the found did not appear, by any means, fo ])opulous, as we had been 
vifited by one fmall canoe only, in which were five of the natives, who 
civilly furniflied us with fome fmall fifh. The charaflcr and appearance 
of their fevcral tribes here feen did not feem to differ in any material 
refpc6l from each other, or from thofe we have already had occafion to 
mention. 

A fortnight had now been dedicated to the examination of thLs inlet ; 
which I have diftinguifhed by the name of Admiral j y Inlkt: m'c 
had ftill to return about forty miles through this tedious inland naviga- 
tion, before wc could arrive on a new field of inquiry. The broken 
appearance of the region before us, aod the difficulties we had already 
encouiTtered in tracing its various fliores, inconteflibly proved, that the 
objefl of our voyage could alone be accompliftied by very flow degrees. 
Perfe6lly fatisfied wdth the arduoufnefs of the taflc in which we wen; en- 
gaged, and the progrefs we were likely to make, I became anxioufly fo- 
licitous to move the inflant an opportunity fliould ferve. The two fol- 
lowing days were however unfavorable to that purpofc, and allc r the 
great fatigue our people had lately undergone, were well ai)propriirte(l to 
Sundays, holidays. On funday all hands were employed in fifhing with tolerably 
Monday 4. good fuccefs, or in taking a little recreation on fhore ; and on monday 
they were fcr\’cd as good a dinner as we were able to provide them, w ith 
double allowance of grog to drink the King’s health, it being the anni- 

verfary 
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verfasry of His Majelly’s birth ; on which aufpicious *day, I had long 
fince deligned to take formal polfeflion of all the countries we had late- v— ■y 
ly. been employed in exploring, in the name of, and for His Britannic 
^Injrfty. hi" fuccelTors. * * 

To execute this purpofe, accompanied by Mr. Broughton, and fome 
of the officers, I went on Ihore about one o’clock, purfuing the ufual 
.formalities which are generally obferved on fuch occafions, and under 
the difcharge of a royal falute from the.veflels, took pofleffion accor- 
dingly of the coaft, from that part of New Albion, in the latitude of 
39° 20’ north, and longitude 236° 26' eaft, to ihe entrance of this inlet of 
the fea, faid to be the fuppofed ftraits of Inan de Fuca ; as likewile all 
the coaft iflands, &c. within the faid ftraits, as well on the northern as 
on the fouthern fhores ; together with thofe iituated in the interior fea 
we had difcovered, extending from the faid ftraits, in various direflions, 
between the north-weft, north, eaft, and fouthern quarters ; which in- 
terior fea I have honored with the name of The Gulph of Georgia, 
and the continent binding the faid gulph, and extending fouthward to 
the 45th degree of north latitude, with that of New Georgia, in ho- 
nor of His prefent Majcfty. This branch of Admiralty inlet obtained 
the name of Possession Sound ; its weftern arm, after Vice Admiral 
Sir Alan Gardner, I diftinguifti by the name of Port Gardner, and 
its fmaller or eaftern one by that of Port Susan. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

QttU Admiralty inlet and proceed to the northward-— Anchor in Birch bay — 
Pro/ecuU tdu furvey in the boats— Meet two Spani/h vejfds—^ronmical 
and nautical objervations. 


Light bpeeze fyringbg up from die n. w. about leven in the 
monting of tuefday the 5th of june, we failed down PofiHfion found. 
This wind bFTOUght whh it, as lifual, ferene and pleafant weather. Whilft 
we were paffing gently on, the chief, who had fliewn fo much friendly 
attention to Mr. VFhidbey and his party, with feveral of his friends came 
on board, and prefented us with fbme fruit and dried fifh. He entered 
the Ihip whh fomerelu6hince, but was no fooner on deck than he feemed 
perfe6dy reconciled ; and wah much inquifitive earneftnefs regarded the 
furrounding obje6is, the novelty of which feemed to fill his mind with 
furpriie and admiration. The unaffefled hofpitable attention he had 
(hewn our people, was not likely upon this occafion to be forgotten. 
After he had vifite^ the different parts of the fhip, at which he expreffed 
the greatefl aftonifhment, I prefented him and his friends with an af- 
fortment of fuch things as they efleemed to be mod valuable ; and then 
they took their leave, feemingly highly pleafed with tJjsir reception. 

The N.w. wind was unfavorable after we were clear of Poffeflion 
found, and obliged us to work to windward, which difcovered to us a 
fhoal lying in a bay, juft to the weftward of tlie north point of entrance 
into the found, a little diftance from the fhore. It (hews itfelf above 
water, and is difcoverable by the foundings gradually decreafing to 10, 
7, and 5 fathoms, and cannot be confidered as any material impediment 
to the navigation of the bay. As the ebb-tide was greatly in our favour, 

I did 
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I did not wait to examine- it fwther, but continued plying to windward . * 
until midnight) when being unable to gain any ground againft the 
Ibength of the flood* we anchored in 22 fathoms water about half a 
n i Hc » feo w a»the weflip m fliore of Admiralty jnlet, and about half \ifay be- 
tween Oak cove and Mtu'row-ftone point; the Chatham having an- 
chored before us fome diftance aftern. 

The ebb again returned at the rate of about 3 miles per hour ; but 
as it was calm we did not move until the n.w. wind fet in about feven in Wednef. s. 
tl« morning, when we worked out of the inlet. 

Having reached its entrance, we were met by feveral canoes from the 
weftward. Some of the headmoft, when they had advanced near to the 
(hip made figns of peace, and came alongfide, giving us to underftand 
that their friends behind wiflied to do the fame, and requefting we would 
ihorten fail for that purpofe. They feemed very folicitous to dilTuade 
us from proceeding to the northward by very vociferous and vt^ment 
arguments ; but as their language was complctdy unintelligible, and 
their wilhes not appertaining to -the obje£l of our puriuit fo far as we 
were enabled to comprehend their meaning, we treated their advice 
with perfefl indifference, on which th^ departed, joined the reft of their 
countrymen, and proceeded up Admiralty inlet, whofe north point, called 
by me Point Partridge, is iituated in latitude 48? i&, longitude 
237“ 31', and is formed by a high white fandy cliff, having one of the ver- 
dant lawns cm either fide of it. Paffing at the dillance of about a mile 
from this point we very fuddenly*came on a fmall fpaqe of 10 fathom wa^ 
ter, but immediately again tncreafed our depth to 20 and 30 fadioms. 

After advancing a few miles along the eafrern fhore of the gulph, we 
found no effefi: either from the ebb or flood tide, and the wind being 
light and variable from the northward, at three in the aflernoou we were 
obliged to anchor in 20 fatbonas water, fandy bottom. 

In this Gtuation New Dungencfs bore by compafs s. 54 w. ; tlie eaff 
point of Proteftion ifland s. 15 w. ; the weft point of Admiralty inlet, 
which after my much efteemed friend Captain George Wilfon of the 
navy, I diftinguiftied by the name of Point Wilson, s.352. fitu- 
ated in latitude 48“ 10', longitude 237® 31'; the nefireft fripie eaft, two 
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junt diftant ; a low Tandy ifland, forming at its weft end a low' cliff, 

u— V-— ^ above which fome dwarf trees are produced from n. 26 w. to n. 40 w. ; 

and* the propofed ftation for the veffels during the examination of the 
continental fliore by the boats, which, from Mr. ii<td 

vifited it, obtained the name of Stra.wberry Bay, n. 11 w. at the 
diftance of about 6 leagues, (ituated in a region apparently much broken 
and divided by water. Here we remained until feven in the evening ; 
we then weighed, but with fo little wind, that after having drifted to the 
fputhward of our former ftation, we were obliged again to anchor until 
Thuria«y7. jjjg moming, when we made an attempt to proceed, but were 
Toon again compelled to become ftationary near our laft (ituation. 

On refle6iing that the fummer Was now faft advancing, and that the 
progrefs of the veffels occaiioned too much delay, I determined, rather 
than lofe the advantages which the prevailing favorable weather now 
aftbrded for boat expeditions, to difpatch Mr. Puget in the launch, 
and Mr. Whidbey in the cutter, with a week’s provifions, in order 
that the ftiores ihould be immediately explored to the next intended ftav 
tion of the veffels, whither they would proceed as foon as circum- 
ftances would allow. In this arrangement 1 was well aware, it could 
not^be confildered judicious to part with our launch, whilft the (hip re- 
mained in a tranfitory unfixed ftate in this unknown and dangerous 
navigation; ydt Ihe was fo effentially neceffary to the prote 61 ion of oiir 
detached parties, that I refolved to encounter fozne few difficulties on 
board, rather than,fuffer the delay, or lofe fo valuable an opportunity 
for the profecution of the furvey. In dire6ling this, orders were given 
hot to examine any openings to the north-weftward, beyond Straw- 
berry bay, but to determine the boundaries of tho^continental fliore 
leading to the north and eaftward, as far as might be pra£licable to its 
parallel, whither they were to refort after performing the tafk affigned. 
On this fervice they departed, and direfled their courfe for the firft 
opening on the eaftern fliore about 3 or 4 leagues diftant, bearing by 
compaft jfirom the (hip n. by £. 

Having repaired to the low Tandy ifland already noticed, for the 
purpofe of taking fome angles, 1 found fome rocks lying on its wef- 

tern 
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ten* fide nearly three quarters of a mile from its fliores ; and that the 
eaftem part of it was formed by a very narrow low fpit of land, over 
which the tide nearly flowed. Its fituation is in latitude 48® 24', longi- 

the various bearings that here it became ne- 
ceflary to take, were thofe of the two remarkably high fnowy moun- 
tains fo frequently mentioned. Mount Baker bore n. 63 £. ; mount 
Rainier s. 27 e. ; and from a variety of obfervations purpofely made for 
fixing their refpeflive fituations, it appeared that mount Baker was in 
latitude 48° 39', longitude 238® 20', and mount Rainier in latitude 
47* 3'» longitude 238® 21'. To the fouthward of thefe were now fcen 
two other very lofty, round, fnowy moumains, lying apparently in the 
fame north and fouth direftion, or nearly fo; but we were unable to 
afcertain their pofitive fituation. The fummits of thefe were vifible • 
only at two or three fiations in the fouthern parts of Admiralty inlet ; 
they appeared to be covered with perpetual fnow as low down as we 
were enabled to fee, and Teemed as if they rofe from an extenfive plain 
of low country. 

When due attention is paid to the range of fnowy mountains that 
ilretch to the ibuthward from the bafe of mount Rainier, a probability, 
arifes of the fame chain being continued, ib as to conne6I the whole in 
one barrier along the coaft, at uncertain dillances from its (horeS; al- 
though intervals may exift in the ridge where the mountains may not 
be fufficiently elevated to have been difcernible from our feveral ftations. 
The like effeft is produced by the two former mountains, whole im- 
menfe height permitted their appearing very confpicuoufly, long before 
we approached fufficiently near to dillinguilh the intermediate range of 
rugged mountaiq^ that conne6l them, and from whole fummits their 
bafes originate. 

About fix in the evening, with a light breeze from the s.w. we 
weighed and flood to the northward ; but after having advanced about 
1 1 miles, tlie wind became light and obliged us to anchor about nine 
that ev'ening, in 37 fathoms water, hard bottom, in Ibme places rocky ; 
in this fituation we were detained by calms until the afternoon of the 
following day. Our qbferved Isuitude, here, was 48" 29^ longitude 
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237* 29'' : the country, occupying the northern horizon in all diref^ons, 
appeared to be exceflively broken, and infular. Strawberry 'bay bore, 
by compafs, n. 10 w., about 3 leagues diilant ; the opening on the con- 
tinental fliore, the firft objeft for the examination ofjybg»datacbfid.rp'^?v,. 
with fome fmall rocky iflets before its entrance that appeared very har- 
row, bore, at the diftance of about 5 miles, s. 87 z. ; point Partridge 
s. 21 £. ; the low fandy ifland fouih ; the fouth part of the wellemmoft 
(bore, which is compofed of iflands and rocks, s. 37 w., about 2 miles 
(U^ant ; the neared (hore was within about a mile ; a very dangerous 
funken rock, vifible only af. low tide, lies off from a low rocky point 
on this Ihore, bearing n. 79 w. ; and a very uniafe cluder of fmall rocks, 
fome conftantly, and others vidble only near low water, bore n. 15 w. 
about 2^ miles didant. 

This country prefented a very difierent afped from that which we 
had been accudomed to behold ^rther fouth. The (bores now before 
us, were compofed of deep rugged rocks, whofc furface varied exceed- 
ingly in refpeft to height, and exhibited little more than the barren rock, 
which in (bme places produced a litde herbage of a dull colour, with 
a few dwarf trees. 

With a tolerably good breeze from the north, we weighed about three 
in the afternoon, and with a flood tide, turned up into Strawberry bay, 
where, in about three heurs, we anchored in 16 fathoms, fine fandy 
bottom. This bay is fituaited on the wed fide of an iflamd, which, pro- 
ducing an abundance of upright cypit;ls, obtained the name of Cy- 
!*!iESS Island, 'f'be bay is of fmall extent, and not very deep; its 
fouth point bore by compais s. 40 £. ; a fmall iflet, forming nearly 
ihe north point df the bay, round which is a clear gpod paffage wed ; 
and the bottom of the bay ead, at the didance of about three quarters 
of a mile. This fituation, though veiy commodious, in refpefi to the 
Qiore, is greatly expofed to the winds, andfea in a s.s.e. dire£iion. , 

In conlequence of the •'^d oeafiag, the Chatham, whild endeavour- 
ing to gain this anchorage was, by a very drong flood tide, driven to 
the eadward of the idand, where Idle was compelled to anchor. The 
next morning, I received from Mr. Broughton a letter acquainting me, 

• that, 



that; having been obliged to anchor on a rocky bottom, on account iOf 
the strength, and irregularity of the tide, their (beam cable had been v..r-i)— m* 
cut through by the rocks ; and that, after feveral attempts to recover 
Hiit,-«2efeec-f^'‘Ja5jidity of the tide had rowiered all their efforts ineflfec* 
tual ; and he was very apprehenftve that, remaining longer in tliat litu- 
ation, for the purpofe of repeating his end^vours, mi^t endanger the 
lofs alfo of the bower anchor, by which they were then riding. In 
re{dy, I delired, if the anchor could not be regained by the next flack 
tide, that they would deiift, rather than run a rifle of ftill greater im- 
portance. 

A fine fandy beach, forming the (bores of the bay, gave us the hope 
of procuring a good fupply of fifih, as the Qtatham, on her former vifit, 
had been very fuccefsful; we were, however, unfortunately nuftaken; 
the feine was repeatedly hauled, but to no effe^. 

The Chatham arrived in the bay on funday morning, with the lofs of Sund , 
her dream anchor ; and in the afternoon the boats returned from their 
furvey. 

From the officers, I became acquainted, that the firft inlet communi- 
cated with port Gardner, by a very narrow and intricate channel, which, 
for a conliderable diftance, was not forty yards in width, and aboqnded 
with rocks above and beneath the furface of the water. Thefe impe- 
diments, in addition to the great rapidity and irregularity of the tide, 
rendered the paflage navigable only for boats or veflels of very ftnall 
burthen. This determined all the eaftern Ihore of the gulph, from the 
s.w. point of this paflage, in latitude 48" 27', longitude 237*37', to the 
north point of entrance into PofTeflion found, in latitude 47® 53', lon- 
gitude 237*47', tf>*be an ifland, which, in its broadeft part, is about ten 
miles acrofs; and in confequcnce of Mr. Whidbey's circumnavigation, I 
diftinguiflied it by the name of Whidbey’s Island : and this northern 
pafs, leading into port Gardner, Deception Passage. 

Hence they proceeded to the examination of the continental coaft 
leading to the northward, and entered what appeared to be a fpacious 
found, or opening, extending widely in three direftions to the eaftward 
of our prefent flation* One, leading to the fouthward, and another, to 
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the eaftward, they exlunjned, iind found them to terminate alike in deep 
* bays affording good anchorage, though inconvenient communication 
with ^e Ihores; particularly towardi' the head of each bay, on ac-t 
count of a lhallow flat of fand or mud, which met tbeffTW te 
ble dillance from the land. Having fixed the boundaries of the conti- 
nent as far to the north as the latitude of this ifland, agreeably to their 
direflions, they returned, leaving unexplored a large opening which took 
a northern dire£lion, as alfo the fpace that appeared to be the main 
arm of the gulph, to the north-weftward, where the horizon was un- 
sounded, and its width feemed very confiderable. The country they 
tad feen to the north-eaft of Deception paffage, is much divided by wa- 
;er, and bore nearly the fame fteril appearance with that of our prefent 
ituation ; excepting near the heads of the two large bays, which they 
lad examined on the continental fliore. There the land was of a mo- 
lerate height, unoccupied by rocky precipices, and was well wooded 
vith timber. In the courfe of this expedition, feveral deferted villages 
lad been feen, and fome of the natives met witli, who differed not, in 
iny material particular, as to their perfons nor in their civil and hof- 
sitable deportment, from thofe we had been fo happy, on former occa* 
ions, to call our friends. 

As our prefent anchorage was much expoled, and fupplied us with 
lo fort of refreflinaent, excepting a few fmall wild onions or leeks, I de- 
ermined, on this information, to proceed with the veffels up the gulph, 
o the N.w. in quefif of a more commocClous (ituation, from whence Mr. 
IVhidbey might be difpatched, to complete the examination of the arm 
vhich had been left unfinilhed, and another party, to profecute their 
nquiries to the N.w., or in fuch other direftion aaathe gulph might 
lake. 

Monday »j. With a light breeze from the s.e., about four o’clock the next morn- 
ing we quitted this (lation, and paffed between the fmall ifland and the 
north point of the bay to the north-weftward, through a clufter of nurae- 
fOus iikmds, rocks, and rocky iflets. On Mr. Broughton’s firft vifit hither, 
he found a great quantity of very excellent, ftrawberries, which gave 
it the name of Strawberry bay t but, on our arrival, the fruit feafon 

was 
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vas paired.^ The Bay affords good and fecure anchorage, though fome- » 79 J» 
what expofed ; yet, in fair weather, wood and water may be eafily pro- 
cured. The iftand of Cyprefs is principally compofed of high rocky 

perpendicular cli£&, which, in the center of l^traw- 
berry bay, fall a little back, and the fpace between the foot of the moun- 
tains and the fea-lide is occupied by low marlhy land, through which 
are feveral fmall runs of moll excellent water, that find their way into 
the bay by oozing through the beach. It is fituated in latitude 48**36'^, 
longitude 237*34'. The variation of the compals, by eighteen lets of 
azimuths differing from 18* to 21* taken on board, and on Ihore, fince 
our departure from Admiralty inlet, gave the mean refult of 19*5' eaft- 
wardly. The rife and fall of the tide was inconfiderable, though the 
llream was rapid : the ebb came from the eaft, and it was high water 
2' 37' after the moon had paffed the meridian. 

We proceeded firll to the north-eallwArd, palTing the branch of the 
gulph that had been partly examined, and then dire6led our courfe to 
the N.W., along that which appeared a continuation of the continental 
Ihore, formed by low fandy cliffs, riling from a begch of fand and Hones. 

The country moderately elevated, llretched a confiderable dillance from 
the N.w. round to the fouth-eallward, before it afcended to join the 
range of rugged, fnowy mountains. This conne6led barrier, from the 
bafe of mount Baker, Hill continued very lofty, and appeared to extend 
in a dire6lion leading to the weHward of north. The foundings along 
the Ihore were regular, from 1 2 to 25 and 30 fathoms, as we approach- 
ed, or increafed our dillance from, the land, which feldom exceeded two 
miles : the oppofite fide of the gulph to the fouth-wellward, compol^ 
of numerous idand^ was at the dillance of about 2 leagues. As the day 
advanced, the s; e. wind gradually died away, and, for fome hours, we 
remained nearly ftationary. 

In the evening a light breeze favoring the plan I had in contempla- 
tion, we lleered for a bay that prefented itielf, where about fix o’clock 
we anchored in 6 fathom water, fandy bottom, half a mile from the 
Ihore. The points of the bay bor® by compafs s. 32 w. and n. 72 w. ; 
the wellemmoll part of that which we conlidered to be the main land 
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about 3 leagues diftant; to the Ibuth of this point appeared the 
y. / principal diredion of the gulph, though a very confiderable arm feemed 
to branch from it to die north-eaftMrard. As foon as the (hip was ie< 
curedi 1 went in a boat to inrpe6l the (hores of the ^j£)yand foundi with 
little trouble, a very convenient lituation for our feveral necelfary du- 
ties on (hore ; of which the bulinefs of the <d>fervatory was my chief 
objeS, as. I much wilhed far a further trial of the rate of the chrono- 
meters, nOw that it was probable we (hould remt^ at reft a fufficient 
tune to make the requifite oblervations for that purpofe. Mr. Brough- 
ton received my <]ire61ion5« to this eSe61, as alfo, that the veflels (hould 
be removed, die next morning, about a mile further up the Bay to the 
N.E., where they would be more conveniently ftationed for our feveral 
operations on (hore ; and as foon as the bulinefs of the obfervatory 
(hould acquire a degree of forwardnefs, Mr. Whidbcy in the Difcovery’s 
cutter, attended by the Chatham’s launch, was to proceed to the exami- 
nation of that part of the coaft unexplored to the s.£. ; whilft myfelf 
in the yawl, accompanied by Mr. Puget in the launch, dire£led our re- 
iearches up the main inlet of the gulph. 

Matters thus arranged, with a week’s provilion in each boat, I depart- 
Tudday 12. ed at five o’clock on tuelday morning. The moft northerly branch, 
though attra£ling our (irft attention, caufed litde delay; it foon termi- 
nated in two open bays ; the (buthernmoft, which is the fmalleft, has 
two fmall rocks lying o(F its ibuth point ; it extends in a circular form to 
theeaftward, with iiihoal of (and proje^ing fome diftance from its (hores. 
This bay affords good anchorage from 7 to 10 fathoms water : the other is 
much larger, and extends to the northward; thefe, by noon, we had 
pafled round, but the (hoals attached to the (hores lef each, and parti- 
cularly to thofe of the latter, prevented our reaching within 4 or 5 miles 
of their heads. The point conftituting the weft extremity of thefe bays, 
is that which was feen from the (hip, and confidered as ilie weftern part of 
the main land, of which it is a fmall portion, much elevated at the fouth 
extremity of a very low narrow peninfula ; its higheft part is to the s.£., 
formed by high white fand cliffs falling perpendicularly into the (ea ; from 
whence a (hoal extends to the diftance of half a mile round it, joining 
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thofif of the larger bay ; whilft its fouth-weft extremity, not more than a 
mile in an eaft and weft dire£tion from the former, is one of thofe low 
proje6ling fandy points, with lo to 7 fathoms water, within a few yards 
of it. From <his*foint, lituated in latitude 48*57', longitude 237*20', 
(which 1 diilinguifhed by the name of Point Roberts, after my 
efteemcd friend and predecelTor in the Difcovery) the coaft takes a di- 
rection N. 28 w., and prefented a talk of examination to which we con- 
ceived our equipment very unequal. That which, from hence, appeared 
the northern extreme of the continental fhore, was a low bluff point, 
that feemed to form the fouthern entrance into an extenlive found, bear- 
ing N. 25 w., with broken land ftretching about 5* farther to the weft- 
ward. Between this direction and n. 79 w., the horizon feemed unin- 
terrupted, excepting by the appearance of a fmall though very high 
round ifland, lying n. 52 w., apparently at the diftance of many leagues. 
Having thus early examined and fixed the continental fhore to' the fur- 
theft point feen from the fhip, I determined to profecute our inquiries 
to the utmoft limits that care and frugality could extend our fupplics ; 
and, having taken the neceffary angles, we proceeded, but foon found 
our progrefs along the eaftern or continental fhore materially impeded 
by a fhoal that extends from point Roberts n. 80 w. . 7 or 8 miles, then 
ftretches n. 35 w. about 5 or 6 miles further, where it takes a norther- 
ly direction towards the above low bluff point. Along the edge of this 
bank we had foundings from 10 to 1 fathom, as we increafed or de- 
creafed our diftance from the eaftern fhore ; to approach which all our 
endeavours were exerted to no purpofe, until nine in the evening, when 
the fhoal, having forced us nearly into the middle of the gulph, we flood 
over to its wefteill fide, in order to land for the night, and to cook 
our provifions for the enfuing day, which being always performed by 
thofe on watch during the night, prevented any delay on that account, 
in the day time. As we flood to the weftward, our depth foon increafed 
to 15 fathoms, after which we gained no bottom until we reached the 
weltem fhore of the gulph, where, on our arrival about one o’clock in 
the morning, it was with much difficulty we were enabled to land on 
the fteep rugged rocks tlmt compofe the coaft, for the purpofe of cook- 
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1792, ing only, and were compelled, by this unfavorable circuraftance, to 
remain and fleep in the boats. 

Wcdnef. 13. About five on wednefday morning, we again direfted our courfe to 
the eallern fhore, and landed about noon, on the abpvennantioned low 
bluff point. This, as was fufpc£led, formed the fouth point of a very 
extenfivc found, with a fmall arm leading to the eaftward : the fpace, 
which fccmed to be its main direflion, and appeared very extenfive, 
took a northerly courfe. The obferved latitude here was 49" lon- 
gitude 237*’ 6^ making this point (which, in compliment to my friend 
Captain George Grey of the navy, was called Point Grey) 7 leagues 
from point Roberts. The intermediate fpace is occupied by very low 
land, apparently a fwampy flat, that retires feveral miles, before the 
country rifes to meet the rugged fnowy mountains, which we found ftill 
continuing in a direftion nearly along the coafl. This low flat being 
very much inundated, and extending behind point Roberts, to join the 
low land in the bay to the eaftward of that point ; gives its high land, 
when feen at a diftance, the appearance of an ifland : this, however, is 
not the cafe, notwithftanding there are two openings between this point 
and point Grey. Thefe can only be navigable for canoes, as the flioal 
continues along the coaft to the diftance of feven or eight miles from the 
ihore, on which were lodged, and efpecially before thefe openings, logs 
of wood, and.ftumps of trees innumerable. 

From point Grey we proceeded firft up the eaftern branch of the 
found, where, about a league within its entrance, we pafled to the north- 
ward of an ifland which nearly terminated its extent, forming a paflage 
from 10 to 7 fathoms deep, not more than a cable’s length in width. 
This ifland lying exa6lly acrofs the canal, appeareiKto form a fimilar 
paflage to the fouth of it, with a fmaller ifland lying before it. From 
thefe iflands, the canal, in width about half a mile, continued its direc- 
tion about eaft. Here we were met by about fifty Indians, in 'their 
canoes, who conduced themfelves with the greateft decorum, and civility, 
prefenting us with feveral fifli cooked, and undrefled, of the fort already 
mentioned as refembling the fmelt. Thefe good people finding we were 
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inclifted to make fome return for their hofpitality, (hewed much under- 
(landing in preferring iron to copper. v 

For the fake of the company of our new friends, we (lood on under 
an eafy fail, which encouraged them to attend us fome little didance up 
the arm. The major part of the canoes twice paddled forward, affem- 
bled before us, and each time a conference was held. Our vifit and 
appearance were mod likely the obje 6 ls of their confultation, as our mo- 
tions on thefe occalions feemed to engage the whole of their attention. 
The fubje 6 l matter, which remained a profound fecret to us, did not 
appear of an unfriendly nature to us, as they foon returned, and if pof- 
lible, exprelfed additional cordiality and rerpe 6 l. This fort of condu£l 
always creates a degree of fufpicion, and (hould ever be regarded with a 
watchful eye. In our (hort intercourfe with the people of this conntry 
we have generally found thefe confultations take place, whether their 
numbers were great or fmall ; and though I have ever confidered it pru- 
dent to be cautioufly attentive on fuch occalions, they ought by no 
means to he confidered as indicating at all times a pofitive intention of 
concerting hodile ineafures ; having witnelfed many of thele conferences, 
without our experiencing afterwards any alteration in their friendly dif- 
pofition. This was now the cafe with our numerSfts attendants, who 
gradually difperfed as we advanced from the dation where we had 
fird met them, and three or four canoes only accompanied us up a na- 
vigation which, in fome places,^ does not exceed an hundred and fifty 
yards in width. • , 

We landed for the night about half a league from the head of the inlet, 
and about 3 leagues from its entrance. Our Indian vifitors remained 
with us until by dgnrs we gave them to underdand we were going to red, 
and after receiving fome acceptable articles they retired, and by means 
of the fame language, promifed an abundant fupply of fifh the next 
day ;• our feine having been tried in their prefence w'ith very little fuc- 
cefs. A great defire was manifeded by thefe people to imitate our ac- 
tions, cfpecially in the firing of a mufket, which one of them performed^ 
though with much fear and trembling. They minutely attended to all 
our tranfa 6 lions, and examined the colour of our fkins with infinite cu- 
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riofity. In other refpefts they differed little from the generality (tf the 
Dativcs wc had feen : they pofTefled no European commodities, or trin* 
kets, excepting fomc rude ornaments apparently made from fheet cop- 
per; this circumftance, and the general tenor of their ttehaviour, gave 
us reafon to conclude that we were the firfl people from a civilized 
country they had yet feen. Nor did it appear that they were nearly 
connefted, or had much intercourfe with other Indians, who traded 
with the European or American adventurers. 

The Chores in this fituation were formed by fteep rocky cliffs, that 
afforded no convenient fpace for pitching our tent> which compelled us 
to fleep in the boats. Some of the young gentlemen however prefer- 
ring the ftony beach for their* couch, without duly confidering the line 
of high water mark, found themfelves incommoded by the flood tide, of 
which they were not apprized until they were nearly afloat ; and one of 
them flept fo found, that I believe he might have been conveyed to 
fome diflance, had he not been awakened by his companions. 

Perfeflly fatisfied with our refearches in this branch of the found, at 
Tiiurrd»yi4. four the next morning we retraced our paffage in ; leaving on the north- 
ern fhore, a fmall opening extending to the northward with two little 
iflets. before it of little importance, whilft we had a grander objcfl in 
contemplation ; and more particularly fo, as this arm or canal could not 
be deemed navigable for {hipping. The tide caufed no ftream ; the co- 
lour of its water after we had palfed ^the ifland the day before, was 
perfetfly clear, whereas that in the main branch of the found, extending 
nearly half over the gulph, and accompanied by a rapid tide, was nearly 
colourlefs, which gave us fome reafon to fuppofe that the northern branch 
of the found might poffibly be difeovered to termifiate in a river of 
confiderabic extent. 

As we paffed the fituation from whence the Indians had firft vifited us the 
preceding day, which is a fmall border of low marfhy land on the north- 
ern fhore, interfered by feveral creeks of frefh water, we were in ex- 
peration of their company, but were difappointed, owing to our tra- 
velling fo foon in the morning. Moft of their canoes were hauled up 
into the creeks, and two or three only of the natives were feen flrag- 
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gling about on the beach. None of their habitations could be dilco- *79** 
vered, whence we concluded that their village was within the for^. 

Two canoes came off as we paffed the ifland, but our boats being under 
fail, with a frefn favorable breeze, 1 was not inclined to halt, and they 
almoll immediately returned. 

The Ihores of this canal, which after Sir Harry Burrard of die na\y 
1 have diftinguifhed by the name of Burrard’s Canal, may be con- 
fidered, on the fouthem fide, of a moderate height, and though rocky, 
well covered with trees of large growth, principally of the pine tribe. 

On the northern fide, the rugged fnowy barrier, whole bafe we had now 
nearly approached, rofe very abruptly, and was only protefted from the 
walh of the fea by a very narrow border of low land. By feven o’clock 
we had reached the n.w. point of the canal, which forms alfo the fouth 
point of the main branch of the found : this alfo, after another parti- 
cular friend, I called Point Atkinson, fituated north from point 
Grey, about a league diftant. Here the oppofite point of entrance into 
the found bore by compals weft, at the diftance of about 3 miles ; and 
nearly in the center between thefe two points, is a low rocky ifland produ- 
cing fomc trees, to which the name of Passage Island was given. We 
palfed in an uninterrupted channel to the eaft of it, witli the appeasance 
of an equally good one on the other fide. 

Quitting point Atkinfon, and proceeding up the found, we palfed on the 
wellern Ihore fome fmall detached rocks, with Ibme funken ones amongft 
tliem, that esjtend about two miles, but are not fo far*from the Ihore as to 
impede the navigation of the found ; up which we made a rapid pro- 
grefs, by the aflillance of a frelh foutherly gale, attended with dark 
gloomy weather, Aat greatly added to the dreary profpeft of the fur- 
rounding country. The low fertile Ihores we had been accuftomed to fee, 
though lately with fome interruption, here no longer exifted ; their 
place was now occupied by the bale of the ftupendous fnowy barrier, 
thinly wooded, and rifing from the fea abruptly to the clouds ; from 
whofc frigid fummit, the dilfolving Ihow in foaming torrents ruflied 
down the fides and chafms of its rugged furface, exhibiting altogether a 
fublime, though gloomy •fpe 6 lacle, which animated nature feemed to 
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j 79 ** have deferted. Not a bird, nor living creature was to be feen, and the 
roaring of the falling catarafts in every direftion precluded their being 
heard, .had any been in our neighbourhood. 

Towards noon I confidcred that we had advanced fome miles within 
the weftern boundary of the fnowy barrier, as fome of its rugged lofty 
mountains were now behind, and to the fouthward of us. This filled 
my mind with the pleafing hopes of finding our way to its eaftern fide. 
The fun fliining at this time for a few minutes afforded an opportunity 
of afcertaining the latitude of the eaft point of an ifland which, from the 
. fliape of the mountain that compofes it, obtained the name of Anvil 
Island, to be 49“ 30', its longitude 237® 3'. We paffed an ifland in the 
Friday 15. , forcnoon lying on the eaftern Ihore, oppofite to an opening on the wef- 
tern, which evidently led into the gulph nearly in a s.w. direftion, 
through a numerous affemblage of rocky iflands and rocks, as alfo an- 
other opening to the weftward of this ifland, that fecmed to take a fimilar 
direftion. Between Anvil ifland, and the north point of the firft open- 
ing, which lies from hence s. by w. 5 miles diftant, are three white 
rocky iflets, lying about a mile from the weftern fliore. The width of 
this branch of the found is about a league ; but northward from Anvil 
ifland it foon riarrWs to half that breadth, taking a dire6lion to the 
N. N.E. as far as latitude 49" 39'. longitude 237" 9', where all our ex- 
pe6lations vaniflied, in finding it to terminate in a round bafon, encom- 
paffed on every fide by the dreary country already deferibed. At its 
head, and on the upper part of the eaftern Ihore, a narrow margin of 
low land runs from the foot of the barrier mountains to the water-fide, 
which produced a few dwarf pine trees, with fome little variety of under- 
wood. The water of the found was here nearly f»fh, and in colour 
a few (hades darker than milk ; this I attributed to the melting of the 
fnow, and its water paffing rapidly over a chalky furface, which ap- 
peared probable by the white afpeft of fome of the chafms that ft'emed 
formerly to have been the courfe of water-fall, but were now become dry. 

The gap we had entered in the fnowy barrier feemed of little impor- 
tance, as through the vallies cau(ed by the irregularity of the mountain’s 
tops, other mountains more diftant, and apparently more elevated, were 
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feen,* rearing their lofty heads in various direftions. In this dreary and 
comfortlefs region, it was no inconfiderable piece of good fortune to 
find a little cove in which we could take Ihelter, and a fraall fpot of level 
land on which we could ereft our tent ; as we had fcarcely finilhed our 
examination, when the wind became exceflively boifterous from the 
foutliward, attended witli heavy fqualls and torrents of rain which con- 
tinuing until noon the following day,, occafioned a very unplcafant de- 
tention. But for this circumltance we might too hafiily have concluded, 
that this part of tlie gulph was uninhabited. In tlie morning we were 
vifited by near forty of the natives, on whofp approach, from the very 
material alteration that had now taken place in the face of the country, 
we expefted t6 find fome difference in their general charafter. This 
conjefture was however premature, as they varied in no refpeft what- 
ever, but in poffeffing a more ardent defire for commercial tranfa6fions ; 
into the fpirit of which they entered with infinitely more avidity than 
any of our former acquaintances, not only in bartering amongfl them- 
felvcs the diffi’rent valuables they had obtained from us, but when that 
trade became flack, in exchanging thofe articles again with our people ; 
in which traffic tliey always took care to gain fome advantage, and 
would frequently exult on the occafion. Some fi fi »|i..A h eir garments, 
fpears, bows and arrows, to W'hich thefe people wifely added their cop- 
per ornaments, comprized their general flock in trade. Iron, in all 
its forms, they judicioufly preferred to any other article we had to offer. 

I'hc weather permitting us to’ proceed, we dire6i,ed our route along 
the continental or weflern fhore of the found, palfing within two fmall 
iflaiuls and tlie main land, into the opening before mentioned, Itrelcliing 
to the wellward fffoin Anvil ifland. At the dillance of an hundred 
yards from the fliore, the bottom could not be reached with 6o diiJionis 
of line, nor had w'c been able to gain foundings in many places fince 
we Irad quitted point Atkinfon with 8o and too fathoms, though it was 
frequently attempted ; excepting in the bafon at the head of the found, 
where the depth fuddcniy dccreafed from 6o fathoms to 2 . We had 
advanced a fhort diftance only in this branch, before the colour of the 
water changed from being nearly milk \rhitc,. and almofl frefh, to iliat 
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fun-fet we had paded the channel 
into the gulph, to the fouthward of 
Anvil ifland ; and about nine o’clock landed for the night, near the weft 
point of entrance into the found, which I diftinguilhed by the name of 
Howa’s Sound, in honor of Admiral Earl Howe; and this point, 
fituated in latitude 49*23', longitude 236*51', Point Gower ; between 
which and point Atkinfon, up to Anvil ifland, is an extenfive group of 
iflands of various fizes. The fliores of thefe, like the adjacent coaft, are 
compofed principally of rocks rifing perpendicularly from an unfathom- 
able fea; they are tolerably well covered with trees, chiefly of the pine 
tribe, though few are of a luxuriant growth. 

Saturday i6. At fout o’clock on faturday morning we refumed our Courfe to north- 
■ weftward, along the ftarboard or continental Ihore of the gulph of 
Georgia, which from point Gower takes a dircflion about w. n.w. and 
affords a more pleaflng appearance than the fliores of Howe’s found. 
This part of the coaft is of a moderate height for fome diftance inland, 
and it frequently jets out into low fandy projefting points. The coun- 
try in general produces foreft trees in great abundance, of fome variety 
and magnitude ; the pine is the moft common, and the woods are little 
encumbered with bulhes or trees of inferior growth. We continued in 
this fine about 5 leagues along the coaft, palling fome rocks and rocky 
iflets, until we arrived at the north point of an ifland about 2 leagues in 
circuit, with another about half that fize to the weftward of it, and a 
fmaller ifland between them. From the* north point of this ifland, which 
forms a channel with the main about half a mile wide, and is lituated 
in latitude 49* 28'|-, longitude 236* 31', the coaft of the continent takes a 
dife6lion for about eight miles n. 30 w. and is compofed of a rugged 
rocky (hore, with many detached rocks lying at a little diftance. The 
track we thus purfued had not the appearance of the main branch of the 
gulph, but of a channel between the continent and that land, which 
from point Roberts, feemed like a fmall though very high round ifland. 
This now appeared of confiderable extent, its n.e. fide formed a chan- 
nel leading to the N.w. as far as the eye could reach, about five miles in 
width. The main branch of the gulph, apparently of infinitely greater 

extent. 


of oceanic and perfeclly (alt. By 
which had been obferved to lead 



ROUND THE WORLD. 


extent, took a direftion to the fouth-wellward of this land, which now ! 79 *« 
looked more like a peninfula than an ifland. Along this rocky (hore of u j 
the main land we paffed in queft of a reding place for die night, to no 
effe£l, until after dark ; when we found fhelter in a very dreary uncom> 
fortable cove near the fouth point of an ifland, about a mile long, and 
about two miles to the s. s. £. of a narrow opening leading to the norths 
ward. This on the return of day-light we proceeded to examine ; and Sunday 17. 
palled through a very narrow, though navigable channel, amongft a 
rlufler of rocks and rocky iflets, lying juft in the front of its entrance, 
which is fituated in latitude 49° 35'^, longitude 236” 26'. It is about 
half a mile wide, winding towards the n.n.e. for about 3 leagues, 
where it divides into two branches, one ftretching to the eaftward, the 
other to the weftward of north, with an ifland before the entrance of the ' 
latter. Agreeably to our general mode of proceeding, the north-eafterly 
branch became the firft obje£l of our attention, and was found from 
hence to continue in an irregular courfe to the latitude of 49** 49^ lon- 
gitude 236" 35'4' ? where, finding a tolerably comfortable iituation, we 
refted for the night. 

Wc had feen about feventeen Indians in our travels this day, who 
were much more painted than any we had hitherixy^jet with. Some 
of their arrows were pointed with Hate, the firft I had leen fo arm- 
ed on my prelent vilit to this coaft; thefe they appeared to efteem 
very highly, and like the inhabitants of Nootka, took much pains to 
guard them from injury. Tliey however fpoke not the Nootka lan- 
guage, nor the dialeft of any Indians we had converfed with ; at leaft, 
the few words we had acquired were repeated to them without effeft ; in 
their perfons they differed in no otlier refpeft, and were equally civil and 
inoffenfive in their behaviour. The Ihores we paflcd this day are of a 
moderate height within a few miles of this ftation, and are principally 
cotnpofed of craggy rocks, in the chafms of which a foil of deca)’ed ve- 
getables has been formed by the hand of time ; from whk h pine trees 
of an inferior dwarf growth are produced, with a confiderable quantity 
of bullies and underwood. We paffed a few rocky iflets near the divi- 
fion of the inlet. Thefe Teemed fteep, as foundings with the hand line 
could not be gained ; nor had we any where in mid-channel been able 
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j792. to reach the bottom with 100 fathoms of line, although the Ihorcs arc 
« » not a mile afunder. 

Monday »8. The Hcxt momlng, as ufual, at four o’clock, we proceeded up the in- 
let about 3 miles in a n.n.w. direftion, whence its width increafes 
about half a league in a direftion nearly n. e. to a point which towards 
noon we reached, and afcertained its latitude to be 50“ 1', longitude 
236" 46'. The width of this channel Hill continuing, again flattered us 
with difcovering a breach in the eaftem range of fnowy mountains, 
notwithftanding the difappointment we had met with in Howe’s found ; 
• and although fince our arrival in the gulph of Georgia, it had proved 
an impenetrable barrier to that inland navigation, of which we had heard 
fo much, and had fought with fanguine hopes and ardent exertions hi- 
therto in vain, to difcover. 

The progreffion of this rhorning, which comprehended about 6 leagues, 
feemed to have made a very confiderable penetration into this formidable 
obftacle ; and as the more lofty mountains were now behind us, and no 
very dillant ones were fecn beyond the valHes caufed by the deprelfed 
parts of the fnowy barrier in the northern quarters, we had great reafon 
to believe we had pafled the center of this impediment to our wiflies, and 
induced me tiy 'hSj^e we (hould yet find this inlet winding beyond the 
mountains, by the channel through which we had thus advanced upwards 
of 1 1 leagues, though for the moft part it was not more than half a mile 
wide. Under thefe circumftances, our reduced flock of provifions was a 
matter of ferious concern, fearing we might be obliged to abandon this 
purfuit without determining the fource of this branch of the fca, ha- 
ving now been abfent fix days with fubfiflence for a week only, which 
would confequently very materially retard our furv«y, by rendering a 
fecond vifit to this inlet indifpenfably neccllary. The furroundihg coun- 
try prefented an equally dreary afpe6t with that in the vicinage of 
Howe’s found ; and the ferenity of the weather not adding at prefent to 
the natural gloominefs of the profpeft, was counterbalanced by the rugged 
furface of the mountains being infinitely lefs produftive. A few de^ 
tached dwarf pine trees, with fome berry, and other fmall bulhes, were 
the only figns of vegetation. The catarafts here ruflicd from the rug- 
ged 
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gedfnowy mountains in greater number, and with more impetuofity ‘ 79 ®- 
than in Howe’s found ; yet the colour of the water was not changed, c— 
though in fome of the gullies there was the fame chalky afpefl;. Hence 
it is probable, that the white appearance of tlie water in Howe’s found, 
may arife from a caufe more remote, and which we liad no opportunity 
of difeovering. 

Having dined, we purfued our examination. The inlet now took a n. w. 
by w. direftion, without any contraftion in its widtli, until about five 
o’clock in the evening, when all our hopes vaniftied, by finding it ter- 
minate, as others had done, in fwampy low. land producing a few ma- 
ples and pines, in latitude 50° 6 , longitude 236“ 33'. I’hrough a fmalJ 
fpace of low land, which extended from the head of the inlet to the. bale 
of the mountains that furrounded us, flowed three fmall ftreams of frefh • 
water, apparently originating from one fource in the n.w. or left hand 
corner of the bay, formed by the head of this inlet ; in which point of 
view was fecn an extenfive valley, that took nearly a northerly unin- 
terrupted direftion as far as we could perceive, and was by far the 
deepeft chafm we had beheld in the defeending ridge of the fnowy bar- 
rier, without the appearance of any elevated land riling behind. This 
valley much excited my curiolity to afeertain whatHv’5?‘ii4eyond it. But 
as the ftreams of frelh water were not navigable, though the tide had 
rifen up to the habitations of fix or feven Indians, any further exami- 
nation of it in our boats was imprafticable, and wc had no leifurc for 
excurfions. on Ihore. From the civil natives whg differed not in any 
refpefl from thofe we had before occalionally feen, wc procured a few 
moft excellent filh, for which they were compenfated principally in iron, 
being the contm sdity they moll ellecmed and fought after. In all thefe 
arms of the fca we had conllantly oblerved, even to their utmoll extre- 
mity, a vifible, and fometimes a material rife and fall of the tide, with- 
out experiencing any other current than a conlhint drain down to fea- 
ward, excepting jull in the neighbourhood of the gulph. 

On our approach to the low land, we gained foundings at 70 fa- 
thoms, which foon decreafed as we advanced, to 30, 1 4, and 3 fathoms, 
on a bank that flretcheSi acrofs the head of the inlet, fimilar to all tlxc ' 

others 




A VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY 
• 

others we had before examined. So far as thefe foundings extended, 
which did not exceed half a league, the colour of the water was a little 
afife3ed, probably by the difcharge of the frelh water rivulets, that gc^ 
nerally alTumed a very light colour. Beyond thele foundings the water 
again acquired its oceanic colour, and its depth was unfathomable. 

Not a little mortified that our progrefs fhould be fo foon flopped, 
it became highly expedient to dire6l our way towards the fhips, to whole 
(lation, by the neareft route we could take, it was at leafl 114 miles. 
This was now to be performed, after the time was nearly expired for 
which our fupply of provilipns had been calculated. NecelTity dire£led 
that no time Ihould he loft ; efpecially as I was determined to leek a 
paflage into the gulph by the branch of this inlet that we had palfed the 
preceding day, leading to the n.w. conceiving there was a great pro- 
bability that this branch might lead into the gulph at fome diftance be- 
yond where we had entered this inlet ; in which courfe we fliould have 
an opportunity of fixing the boundaries of the continent to the utmoft 
extent that our prefent equipment would afford. For as our people had 
become wife by experience, I entertained little doubt of their having lb 
hulbanded their provilions as to enable our effefting this fervice ; by 
which means ■'tesy^tjlher excurfion this way would be rendered unne- 
ceflary. 

About 2 leagues from the head of the inlet we had obferved, as we 
palfed upwards on the northern Ihore, a fmall creek with fome rocky 
iflets before it, where I intended to talce up our abode for the night* 
On our return, it was found to be a fall of lalt water, juft deep enough 
to admit our boats againft a very rapid ftream, where at low tide they 
would have grounded fome feet above the level of the<water in the inlet. 
From the rapidity of the ftream, and the quantity of water it difeharged, 
it was realbnable to fuppofe, by its taking a winding direftion up a 
valley to the n.e. that its fource was at fome diftance. This not*an- 
fwering our purpofe as a retting place, obliged us to continue our 
fearch along the fliore for one lefs incommodious, which the perpen- 
dicular precipices precluded our finding until near eleven at ni^t, 
SAdien we dil'embarked on the only low preceding point the inlet afforded. 
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At four again the next morning, we ftarted, but having a llrong 
foutherly gale againft us, it was paft nine at night, before we reached 
a fraall bay, about a mile to the north of the north point of the arm 
leading to the north-weftward, where we refted for the night ; and, at 
day-light, proceeded, as ufual, along the continental fhore. 

This firft ftretched a little way to the north-weftward, and then to Wednef. so. 
the s.w. into the gulph, as 1 had imagined it would ; forming, irregu- 
larly, a much more fpacious channel than that by which we had en- 
tered, having an iftand lying between the two channels about 3 leagues 
in length, with feveral fmall iflets about it. . This ifland, and its adja- 
cent Ihores, like thofe in the other channel, are of a moderate height, 
and wear a limilar appearance. It was nearly noon before we reached 
the north point of the inlet ; which, producing the firft Scotch firs we 
had yet feen, obtained the name of Scotch-Fir Point, and is fitua- 
ted in latitude 49“ 42', longitude 236® 17'. To this arm of the fea, I 
gave the name of Jervis’s Canal, in honor of Admiral Sir John 
Jervis. 

The boundary of the continental fhore I now confidered as determi- 
ned to this point, from a full convi6lion that the inlet under the ex- 
amination of Mr. Whidbey, would terminate like tlRhV’iJ'e had vifited. 

Prefuming our time to have been not ill fpent, we direSed our courfe 
to the ftation where we had left the fhips now at the diftance of 84 
miles, fleering for the oppofite fhore, being the land before adverted 
to, as appearing to form an extenfive iftand, or peninfula ; the neareft 
part of which was about five miles acrofs from Scotch-fir point ; and 
with the continental fhore ftill formed a paffage, to all appearance, of 
the fame width, in«dire6lion n. 62 w., with an uninterrupted horizon in 
that point of view ; fo that, whether it was an iftand or peninfula, re- 
mained ftill to be determined. 

The fhores of this land, nearly ftrait and compa6l, are principally 
formed of rocky fubftances of different forts ; amongft which, flate was 
in abundance ; and the trees it produced were of infinitely more luxu- 
riant growth than thofe on the oppofite fhore. In the forenoon of the 
21ft, we pafled the fouth point of this land, and, in remembrance of an Thurfdayai. 

early 
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funL* friendlhip, I called it Point Upwood, fituated in latitude 49®a8'fi 

u-ly— ^ longitude 236" 24'. This land, though chiefly compofed of one lofty 
mountain, vifible at the diflance of 20 leagues and upwards, is very 
narrow, appearing to form, with tlie wchern fhore of the gulph, a 
channel nearly parallel to that which we had lafl; quitted ; though conli- 
derably more extenfive, and containing fome fmall iflands. Its horizon 
was bounded by the fummits of high diflant detached mountains. 

Friday as. As wc werc rowing, on friday morning, for point Grey, purpofing 
there to land and breakfafl, we difeovered two velTels at anchor under 
the land. I’he idea which .firft occurred was, that, in conlequence of 
our protrafted abfence, though I had left no orders to this effc£l, the 
veflbls had fo far advanced in order to meet us ; but on a nearer ap- 
proach, it was difeovered, that they were a brig and a fchooner, •wear- 
ing the colours of Spanifli veflels of war, which I conceived w’erc moll 
probably employed in purfuits flmilar to our own ; and this on my ar- 
rival on board, was confirmed. Thele veflels proved to be a detach- 
ment from the commiflion of Sen'* Melafpina, who was himfclf em- 
ployed in the Philippine iflands ; that Sen'* Melafpina had, the preced- 
ing year, vifited the coaft ; and that tliefe veflels, his Catholic Majclly s 
brig ^ the Sutfly^cnider tlie command of Sen'* Don D. Galiano, with 
the fchooner Mexicana, commanded by Sen*' Don C. Valdes, both 
captains of frigates in the Spanifli navy, had failed from Acapulco on 
the 8th of march, in order to profecute difeoveries on this coall. 
Sen'* Galiano, whot fpokc a little Engfilh, informed me, that they hud 
arrived at Nootka on the 11th of april, from whence they had failed on 
the 5th of this month, in order to complete the examination of this inlet, 
which had, in the preceding year, been partly I'urveygd by fome Spanifli 
officers whofe chart they produced. 

I cannot avoid acknowledging that, on this occafion, I experienced 
no fmall degree of mortification in finding the external fliorcs of the 
gulph had been vifited, and already examined a few miles beyond where 
my rclearches during the excurfion, had extended ; making the land, 
I had been in doubt about, an ifland ; continuing nearly in the fame 
direction, about 4 leagues further than had been feen by us ; and, by 

the 



the Spaniards, named Favida. The channel, between it and the main, 
they had called Canal del Neuftra Signora del Rofario, whofe weftern 
point had terminated their examination; which feemed to have been 
iniirely confined to the exterior (bores, as the extenfive arms, and inlets, 
which had occupied fo much of our time, had not claimed die lead of 
their attention. 

The Spanifh velTels, that had been thus employed laft year, had re- 
fitted in the identical part of port Difcovery, which afforded us firailar 
accommodation. From thefc gentlemen, I likewife underftood, that 
Sen"- Quadra, the commander in chief of tfie Spanifh marine at St. 
Bias and at California, was, with three frigates and a brig, waiting my 
arrival at Nootka, in order to negotiate the refloration of thofe territo- 
ries to the crown of Great-Britain. Their conduft , was replete with 
that politcnefs and friendfhip which charafterizes the Spanifh nation ; 
every kind of ufeful information they cheerfully communicated, and 
obligingly cxpreffed much defire, that circumftances might fo concur as 
to admit our refpeftive labours being carried on together ; for which 
purpofe, or, if from our long abfence and fatigue in an open boat, I 
would wifh to remain with my party as their guell, they w^ould imme- 
diately difpatch a boat with fuch direftions as I might- deem necef- 
far}' for the conduft of the (hips, or, in the event of a favorable breeze 
fpringing up, they would weigh and fail directly to their flation : but be- 
ing intent on lofing no time, I declined their obliging offers, and having 
partaken with them a ver)^ hearty breakfaft, bad them farewell, not lefs 
plcafed with their hofpitality and attention, than aflonifhed at the vcffcls 
in which they were employed to execute a fervice of fuch a nature. 
They were each abaut forty-five tons burthen, mounted two brafs guns, 
and were navigated by twenty-four men, bearing one liciuenant, with- 
out a fingle inferior officer. Their apartments jufl; allowed room for 
flccping places on each fide, with a table in the intermediate fpacc, 
at which four perfons, with fome difficulty, could fit, and were, in 
all other refpe 61 s, the moll ill calculated and unfit vcffels that could 
poffibly be imagined for fuch an expedition; notwithflanding this, it 
was plcafant to obferve, in point fd' living, the^' poflcfTcd many more 
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fketch I had made of our excurfion, and pointed out the only fpot which 
I conceived we had left unexamined, nearly at the head of Burrard’s ca- 
nal : they feemed much furprized that we had not found a river faid to 
exift in the region we had been exploring, and named by one of their 
officers Rio Blancho, in compliment to the then prime minifter of 
Spain ; which river thefe gentlemen had fought for thus far to no pur- 
pofc. They took fuch notes as they chofe from my Iketch, and pro- 
mifed to examine the fmall opening in Burrard’s canal, which* with 
every otlier information thpy could procure, Ihould be at my fervice on 
our next meeting. 

From thefe new and unexpefted friends we direfted our courfe along 
the fhoal already noticed, which I now called Sturgeon Bank, in 
confequence of our having purchaled of the natives fome excellent 
filh of that kind, weighing from fourteen to two hundred pounds each. 
To avoid this bank, which ftretches from point Roberts to point Grey, a 
moll excellent leading mark was obferved along its vreftern extremity, ' 
being Paffage and Anvil iflands in one, which lead by its edge in 6 fa- 
thoms water, deepening fuddenly to the weftward, and in many places 
to the eaftward; (hoaling as fuddenly to 3, 2, and 1 fathom. The cir- 
cle which this bank occafioned us to make, made the diflance to point 
Roberts upwards of 30 miles. We were likewife unfortunate in having 
two flood tides againft us. Thefe, together with a light foutherly breeze 
that prevailed the whole time, obliged us to be conftantly rowing from 
nine in the forenoon until after midnight, before we could reach the 
point, which was at length effefted ; though not before we were nearly 
exhaufted by fatigue. Here we flept, and in the morning ol the 23d, 

- Saturday #3. againft a ftrong eaftcrly breeze, about ten in the forenoon we reached 
the Ihips, after having traverfed in our boats upwards of 330 miics. 

The broken part of the coaft that Mr. Whidbey had been em])loyed in 
examining, was found to extend but a few miles to the northward of the 
fpot where his former refearches had ended ; forming altogether an ex- , 
tenfive bay, which I have diftinguifhed as Bellingham’s Bay. It is 
fituated behind a duller of iflands, from wliich a number of channels 
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lead iiUo it : its grcateft extent in a north and fouth direftion, is from 

. ” June. 

the latitude of 48" 36', to 48“ 48' ; the longitude of its eaftern extremity v— liy— ^ 
237“ 50'. It ever)^ where affords good and fecure anchorage ; oppolite 
to its north point of entrance the fhores are high and rocky, with fome 
detached rocks lying off it. Here was found a brook of moft excellent 
water. To the north and fouth of thefe rocky cliffs the fhores are Icfs 
elevated, efpecially to the northward, where fome of thofe beautiful ver- 
dant lawns were again prefented to our view. Near the north entrance 
into this bay, the two Spanifh veffels had been deferied by Mr. Whidbey, 
who returned, and communicated the intelligence to the fhips ; in con- 
fequence of which the Chatham weighed and fpoke them off point 
Roberts ; they having paffed our fhips during the night undifeovered. 

Having now fixed the continental fhore fo far as from this flation was 
within our reach, and having obtained fufficient obfervations for correft- 
ing the rate of our chronometers, every thing was immediately re-em- 
barked, and we were in rcadinefs to proceed in the morning. 

During my abfcnce, the boats of the Difeovery and Chatham had 
been employed in attempting to gain fome further knowledge of the 
numerous iflands wc paffed by on our arrival in this bay ; but they 
were found fo abundantly difperfed as to preclude any coi il‘6l examina- 
tion, without having fufficient leifure for thfe purpofe. 

Nothing further occurred at this flation worthy of notice, if wc except 
an obfervation which had been repeatedly made, that in proportion as 
wc advanced to the northward, the forcfls were compofed of an infinitely 
lefs variety of trees, and their growth was lefs luxuriant. Thofe moft 
commonly feen were pines of different forts, the arbor vitze, the oriental 
arbutus, and I belfeve, fome fpccies of cyprefs. On the iflands fome 
few fmall oaks were feen, vdih the Virginian juniper ; and at this place 
the Weymouth pine, Canadian elder, and black birch : which latter 
grew in fuch abundance, that it obtained the name of Birch Bay. The 
s. 1:. part of this Bay is formed by nearly perpendicular rocky cliffs, 
from whence the higher woodland country retires a confidcrabic diftance 
to the north eaflward, leaving an extenfive fpace of low land between it 
and the fca, feparated from the high ground by a rivulet of frcfli watcr 
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that difcharges itfelf at the bottom, or north extremity of the^Bay.* On 
the low land very luxuriant grafs was produced, with wild rofe, goofe- 
berry, and other bulhes in abundance. 

I fliall conclude this chapter by ftating that, by the mean refult of 
eleven meridional altitudes of the fun, we found Birch bay fituated in 
latitude 48° 53^ ; tlie longitude 237® 33', was deduced from the obfer- 
vations made ul"e of for fettling port Difcovery, including twenty-eight 
fets of lunar dillances taken at this (lation, whence on the 2 2d, at noon, 
Kendall’s chronometer was found to be 54' 11" 29'" fall of mean time at 
Geecnwich, and by fix days correfponding altitudes, to be gaining on 
mean time at the rate of 1 2" 45"' per day. Mr. Arnold’s on board the 
Chatham, from the fame authority was, on the fame day at noon, fall 
of mean time at Greenwich, 3** 14', 46", and gaining at the rate of 25" 
1 ^" per day. The variation of the compafs. by nineteen fets of azi- 
muths, differing from 17-^ to 21 degrees, gave a mean refult of 19° 30/ 
eaftwardly variation. 


The vertical inclination of the marine dipping needle. 
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The tides were found to be very inc6nfiderablc, but were not particu- 
larly noticed. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

The vejjels continue their route to the northward — Anchor in Defolation 
found — The boats difpatched on furoeying parties — Difcover a pajfage to 
fea — Quit Defolatioii found — Pafs through Johnfione's Jlraits, 


W I T H a fine breeze, and very pleafant weather, we failed out 
of Birch bay, on Midfummer morning; and, with the wind from the 
eadward, we direfted our courfe up the gulph, to the north-weflward. 
About two in the afternoon, we were joined by the Spanifh veffcls, who 
falutcd by cheering. This was returned ; after which, tlieir refpeftive 
commanders favored me with their company on board the Difeovery ; 
and we purfued our way up the gulph together. 

Sen'. Galiano informed me, that they had examined the fmall bsanch 
I had palTed by in Burrard’s canal, which was found vtry narrow, lead- 
ing in a north direction nearly 3 leagues, where it terminated in a 
fmall rivulet. They favored m.e with a copy of their flcetch of it, as 
alfo with their good company until fun-fet, when they returned to their 
velfels ; point Roberts then bearing by compafs s. 68 £., point Grey, 
N.64E. ; which being the neareft part of the continental or eaftern 
fliore, was at the tliftance of about 3 leagues ; and the neareft part of 
the oppofite Ihore of the gulph, bearing s.w., was diftant about 2 leagues. 

During the night, and until noon the next day, the winds were light 
and "baffling. In tlie courfe of the forenoon a great number of whales 
were playing about in every direftion ; and though we had been fre- 
quently vifited by thefe animals in this inland navigation, there feemed 
more about us now, than the whole of thofe wc had before feen, if col- 
letlcd together. 
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This circumftancc, in fomc meafure, favored the affcrtion in* Mr. 
Mears’s publication, that a paflagc to the ocean would be found by 
perfevering in our prefont courfc; though this was again rendered 
very doubtful, as wc had underftood, IVoni our Spanifli friends, that, 
noiwithftanding the Spaniards had lived upon terms of great intimacy 
with Mr. Gray and other American traders at Nootka, they had no 
knowledge of any perfon having ever performed fuch a voyage, but from 
the hiftory of it publilhed in England; and fo far were thefe gentlemen 
from being better acquainted with the difeoveries of De Fuca or De 
Fonte than ourfelves, that, .from us, they expefled much information as 
to the truth of fuch reports. Sen*^' Valdes, who had been on the coalt 
the preceding year, and I’pokc the Indian language very fluently, under- 
ftood, from the natives, that this inlet did communicate with the ocean 
to the northward, where they had feen Ihips. He was, however, too 
well acquainted with tlicir charaflers as reporters, to place much de- 
pendence on their information, which was incompetent to the forming 
of any idea how far remote fuch ocean might be. 

A gentle gale fpringing up from the eaftward, foon after mid-day, 
we brought to for the Spanifli veflcls, who were at fomc diftance aftern. 
When they c!tmc up, we were honored with the company of the com- 
manders to dinner ; and then made fail, dirc6ting our couiTe through the 
canal del Neuftra Signora del Rofario, whofe whole extent nearly in a di- 
reftion n. 53 w., is about 10 leagues from point Upwood, the s.e. point, 
to Point Marshall, the n.w. point of the ifland of Feveda; which 
point is fiiuated in latitude 49“ 48', longitude 235° 47'^. From Scotch- 
fir point, the ftiores of the canal approximated, until they became 
within two miles of each other, at its weftern end^ and are, as w'cll 
on the ifland, as on the continental fide, nearly ftraight, perfeftly coni- 
paft, and rife gradually, particularly on die continental fliore, from a 
beach of fand and fmall ftones, to a height that might be confidered ra- 
ther elevated land, well clothed with wood, but without any figns of be- 
ing inhabited. From hence, the continental fhore took a n.w. direftion. 
From point Marlhall N.35W., about a league diftant, lies an ifland 
of a moderate height, four miles in circuit, wkh a fmaller one about a 
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mile to jthe s.w. of it; between this, which I named Harwood’s 

June. 

Island, and point Marfhall, are feme rocky iflands and funken 
rocks. 

On the coaft of the main land oppofite this ifland is a fmall brook^ 
probably of frefti water; from whence, as we advanced, the ftiores put 
on a very dreary afpeft, chiefly compofed of rugged rocks, thinly 
wooded with fmall dwarf pine trees. I'he iflands, ho'wever, which ap- 
peared before us, were of a moderate height, and prefented a feene more 
pleaflng and fertile. About five in the evening we paffed between the 
main and an ifland lying in an eaft and weft; direftion, which I named 
Savary’s Island, about 2 leagues long, and about half a league 
broad: its n.e. point, fituated in latitude 49"57'4^» longitude 235* 54'^* 
forms a paflage with the continental fliore, along which, in a n.w. 
direftion, we continued at a diflance from half a mile to half a league. 

On the fouth fide of Savary’s ifland were numberlcfs funken rocks, 
nearly half a league from its fhores, vifible I believe only at low water. 

We feerned now to haveforfaken the main direftion of the gulph, being 
on every fide encompafled by iflands and finall rocky iflets ; fome lying 
along the continental fhore, others confufcdly feattered, of different forms 
and dimenfions, Souih-weftward of thefe iflands, the main arm of the 
gulph extended in a north weft direflion, apparently 3 or 4 leagues wide, 
bounded by high though diftant land. Through this very unplealant 
navigation we failed, ftill keeping clofe to the continental fliore, which 
was compaft. About dark we entered a fpacious found ftretching to the 
eaftward. Here I was very defivous of remaining until day light; but 
foundings crdild not be gained though clofe to the fliore. 

The night was dtfrk and rainy, and the winds fo light and variahl-.^ that 
by the itifliience of the tides we were driven about as it were blindfolded in 
this labyrinth, until towaids midnight, when we were happily conduced 
to thi' north fide of an ifland in this fuppoftd found, w'hcre w'c anchored in 
company with the Chatham and the Spanifli vcflcls, in 32 fathoms water, 
rocky bottom, /it break of day we found ourfelves about half a mile TudUay ao. 
from the flmres of a high rocky ifland, furrounded by a detached and 
broken country, whofe gehcral appearanfe was very iiihofpitable. Sui- 
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j Jnc* pcndous rocky mountains rifing almoft perpendicularly from the ' fea, 

principally compofed the north weft, north and eaftern quarters ; on thele, 
pine trees, though not of luxuriant growth, nor of much variety, were 
produced in great numbers. The pleafing profpefts which the fhores 
on the eaftern fide of the gulph afforded by their contraft with the 
mountains of the fnowy barrier, giving a grand and interefting charadlcr 
to tlie landfcape, here no longer exifted ; nor had we been enabled to 
trace that range of mountains far to the north-weftward of Scotch-Fir 
point, where the line of coaft forms a very confiderable angle with that 
• of the barrier mountains. It is however probable, that at fome diftance 
from our prefent anchorage, where the perpendicular precipices we were 
, now under, would no longer have obftrufted our view of the inland 
country, their lofty fumraits would have been ftill vifible. The tops 
of the rugged mountains that compofe thefe fhores were not fufficiently 
elevated to retain the fnow in fummer, which, in all probability, clothe 
them during the winter feafon. 

The infinitely divided appearance of the region into which wc had now 
arrived, promifed to furnifh ample employment for our boats. 

To Lieutejiant Puget and Mr. Whidbey in the Difeovery’s launch and 
cutter, I configned the examination of the continental fhorc, from the 
place where we had loft fight of it the preceding evening. Mr. John- 
ftonc, in the Chatham’s cutter, accompanied by Mr. Swaine in her 
launch, were directed to invelligate a bt^anch of this found leading to the 
north weflward ; and Serf* Valdes undertook the furvey of the interme- 
diate coaft ; by which arrangement the whole, or if not of a very confidc- 
rable extent, would foon be determined. Whilft the boats were equip- 
ping, Mr. Broughton went in queft of a more commodious fituation for 
the fhips up the found to the north weft. 

The weatlier, which was ferene and extremely pleafant, afforded me 
an opportunity, in company with Sen'- Galiano and fome of our offi- 
cers, to vifit the fhore of the ifland, near which we were at anchor, and 
to determine the fituation of its weft point to be in latitude 50* G, lon- 
gitude 235“ 26'. With the former Setf- Galiano’s obfervations agreed, 
but by his chronometer the longitude was made more wefterly. My ob- 
fervations 
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relations being deduced from the watch, according to its rate as fettled 
in Birch bay, which was not very likely to have yet acquired any mate- u— v-*' 
rial error, inclined me to believe we were probably tlie moft correft. 

Early in the afternoon Mr. Broughton returned, having found a more 
eligible anchorage, though in a (ituation equally dreary and unpleafant. 

The feveral gentlemen in the boats being made acquainted with the lla- 
tion to which the (hips were about to refort, departed agreeably to their 
refpeftive inflru£lions. 

The wind that lince noon had blown frelli from die s. e. attended with 
heavy fqualls and much rain, drove us by* its increafed violence from 
our anchorage, and almoll inftantly into 70 and 80 fathoms water. The 
anchor was immediately hove up, and we fteered for the rendezvous Mr. 
Broughton had pointed out, where about fix in the evening we arrived 
in company with our little fquadron. Our fituation here was on the 
northern fide of an arm of the found leading to the north weftward, a lit- 
tle more than half a mile wide, prefenting as gloomy and difmal an afpe6l 
as nature could well be fuppofed to exhibit, had flie not been a little 
aided by vegetation ; which though dull and uninterefting, fereened from 
our fight the dreary rocks and precipices that compofe thefe defolate 
fliores, efpecially on the northern fide; as the oppofite fhore, though 
extremely rude and mountainous, polfelfed a fmall fpace of nearly level 
land, ftretching from the water fide, on which fonie different forts of 
the pine tribe, arbor vitae, m^lc, and the oriental arbutus, feemed to 
grow with fomc vigour, and in a better foil. * 

The very circumferibed view that we had of the country^ here, ren- 
dered it impoffible to form the moft diftant idea of any circum fiances re- 
lative to the fitua'’f.ion in which we had become llationary ; whcOicr com- 
pofed of iflands, or of fuch arms of the fca as we had lately been em- 
ployed in examining, or how long there Avas a probability of our remain- 
ing* in anxious expeftation for tlie return of our friends. Our refidcnce 
here was truly forlorn ; an aAveful filence pervaded the gloomy forefls, 
whilft animated nature feemed to have deferted the neighbouring coun- 
try, whofe foil afforded only a fetv fmall onions, fome famphire, anrl 
here and there bufhes bcfciring a fcanty prop of indifferent berries. Nor 
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was tlie fea more favorable to our wants, the fteep rocky fhpres 'pre- 
ventefl the ufc of the feinc, and not a fifh at the bottom could be tempt- 
ed to take the hook. 

I had abfented myfelf from the prefent furveying cxcurfions, in order 
to procure forae obfervations for the longitude here, and to arrange the 
charts of the different furve}'s in the order they had been made. Thefe 
when I’o metliodized, my third lieutenant Mr. Baker had undertaken to 
copy and erabellifli, and who, in point of accuracy, neatnefs, and fuch 
difpatch as circumftances admitted, certainly excelled in a very high de- 
gree. To conclude our ope.rations up to the prefent period fome fur- 
ther angles were required. Befide thefe I was defirous of acquiring fome 
knowledge of the main channel of the gulph w^e had quitted on monday 
afternoon, and to which no one of our boats had been direfted. 

Early the next morning I fat out in the yawl on that purfuit, with a 
favorable breeze from the n.w. which fhortly fhifted to die oppofite 
quarter, and blew a frefh gale, attended with a very heavy rain. Hav- 
ing reached by ten in the forenoon no further than the ifland under 
which we had anchored at midnight on the 2,5th, a profpetl: of a certain 
continuance of the unfettled weather obliged me to abandon my defign, 
and return to*the fhip ; where I had the pleafure of hearing the launch 
and cutter had arrived foon after my departure, after having completed 
the examination of the continental coaft from the place where we had 
left it, the night we had entered the found, to about 3 leagues norih- 
wcllward of our prefent ftation, making the land near w'hich we were 
then at anchor on our northern fide, an ifland, or a clufler of ilLnds of 
confiderable extent. Thefe gentlemen were likewife of opinion, that all 
the land before us to the weftward and n.w. from its infular appear- 
ance, formed an immenfe arehipclago; but knowing Mr. Johnftonewas 
direfled to examine that quarter, and coming within fight of the fhips, 
tltey had returned on board for further inflruitions. 

On the commencement of their furvey, they found the continental 
fhorc continue nearly in its n.w. direftion to the caflern point of cn>- 
trance into this found, which I called Point Sarah, and is fituatedin 
latitude 50” 4'^, longitude 235" 2jj'f ; its oppoftte point, which I named 
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PowT Mary, lying N.72 w. about halt’ a league diftant; from point jW** 
Sarah they proceeded along the continental fliore up a very narrow ca- 
nal, rendered almoft inacceffible by the number of funken rocks and 
rocky iflets wliich it contained. It was found to lead in a fouth-eafterly 
direftion, almoft parallel with, and 2 or 3 miles from, the northern 
fliore of the gulph at the diftance of about 3 leagues, witli a fmaller 
branch near the middle, extending about a league from its northern 
fliore to the n. n. e. From this canal they continued along the conti- 
nental Ihore in an cafterly and n. e. direftion, which led to that part of 
the coaft under the infpeftion of Sen*^* Valdes. The eaftern fliore, for 
the fpace of 2 leagues, was found much indented ; and fevcral fmall 
iflands and rocks were leen lying near it to the latitude of 50* 1 o', lon- 
gitude 235“ 35'. Here thel'e rocky iflets difappeared, and the coaft took * 
a winding courfe n.w. and weftward, to a point bearing from the above 
ftation N. 35 \v. diftant about 2 leagues, and forming the eaft point of 
an arm of the found, whofe entrance, about half a league wide, has two 
fmall illcts lying in it. About a mile up this arm they met Seir- Valdes, 
who informed them lie had thoroughly explored that place* and that in 
the channel leading to the north- weftward he had fpoken with Mr. John- 
ftonc, fo that there could be no doubt of a paflage to the* (hips by that 
route. Sen'- Valdes intimated that he confidered any further inveftiga- 
tion of that place totally unnecelfary; but the officers not having on 
this occalion any direflions of a difcrctionary nature, aflcd according to 
the orders they had formerly received for the execution of fuch fervice, 
and profecuted its examination. They found it extend in an irregular 
north-eafterly direftion to the latitude of 50® 22', longitude 235“ 46', 
where it tcrniinatestl in fliallow water and a little lowland ; through which 
flowed two fmall rivulets. In thele rivulets, and on die fhoal jiarts, fe- 
veral wears were crefted. Along the fliores of the upper part of this 
arm*, which arc mollly compofed of high fteep barren rocks, were f(?vcral 
fences formed by thin laths, ftuck either in the ground, or in the chinks 
of the rocks, with others placed along them ; fome in horizontal, others 
in oblique, and different direflions. Ranges of thefe were fixed along 
die rocky cliff's in the line of the Ihore, others varied from that direftion, 
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and from their appearance were fuppofed to be intended for thp pur>pol& 
of drying fifli ; but as fimilar works, though perhaps not quite fb exten- 
five, had been often obferved without being appropriated to that ufe, 
and were always at a confiderable diftance from any knowm habitation ; 
the objefl they were defigned for, remained as uncertain to us, as the ap- 
plication of the high beacons we found fo frequently erefled on the more 
fouthern parts of New Georgia. 

The furrounding country up this arm nearly correfponded with that 
in the neighbourhood of Howe’s found ; and, like it, was nearly defti- 
tute of inhabitants. Two canoes were feen, which the owners had very 
recently quitted, as their garments and many of their utenfils were re- 
maining in them, to which the officers added fome article? of iron, cdj)- 
per, beads, and other trinkets. From hence they direfted their courfe 
towards the Ihips, and arrived as before dated. The country they had 
vifited differed little, excepting in one or two fmall fpots, from the re- 
gion in which we were then flationed : the whole prefented one defolate, 
rude, and inhofpitable afpeft. It has already been confidered as not in- 
tirely deftitute of the human race ; and that it had been more populous 
than at prefent, was manifefled by the party having difeovered an exten- 
five deferted village, computed to have been the refidence of nearly three 
hundred perfons. It vras built on a rock, whofe perpendicular cliffs 
were nearly inacceffible on every fide ; and connefted with the main, by 
a low narrow neck of land, about the center of which grew a tree, f rom 
whofe branches planks were laid to the rock, forming by this means a 
communication that could eafily be removed, to prevent their being mo- 
lefted by their internal unfriendly neighbours ; and prote6ied in front, 
which was prefented to the fea, from their external aiemics, by a plat- 
form, which, with much labour and ingenuity had been conflruftcd on 
a level with their houfes, and overhung and guarded the rock. This, 
with great liability, was formed by large timbers judicioufly placed for 
fupporting each other in every dire6lion ; their lower ends were well 
fecured in the chafms of the rocks about half way to the water’s edge, 
admitting the platform to be fo projefled as to command the foot of the 
rock againft any attempt to ftorm the village^ The whole leemed lb 
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fkilfftlly contrived, and fo firmly and well executed, as rendered it dilfi- 
cult to be confidered the work of the untutored tribes we had been ac- 
cullomed to meet ; had not their broken arms and implements, with 
parts of their manufaftured garments, plainly evinced its inhabitants 
to be of the fame race. 

Whilft examining thefe abandoned dwellings, and admiring the rude 
citadel projefted for their defence, our gentlemen were fuddenly alfailed 
by an unexpefted numerous enemy, whole legions made fo furious an 
attack upon each of their perfons, that unable to vanquilh their foes, 
or to fuftain the conflift, they rulhed up to. their necks in water. This 
expedient, however, proved ineffeftual ; nor was it until after all their 
clothes were bpiled, that they were dilengaged from an immenfe hord of 
fleas, which they had difturbed by examining too minutely the filthy 
garments and apparel of the late inhabitants. 

The weather continued very rainy and unpleafant until the forenoon 
of the ill of July, when on its clearing up, Mr. Puget and Mr. Whid- 
bey were again difpatched, to execute the talk 1 had the preceding day 
attempted ; as likewife to gain fome information of the fouthei n fide ol 
the gulph, and the broken country, which exifted between it and our 
prefent anchorage. 

The fecurities about the head of the Difeovery being conllantly out 
of repair, our carpenters w’cre now employed on that fervice; and, here 
alfo, we brew’cd fome fpruce-beer, w’hich was excellent. 

The next day in the afternoon, Mr. Johnftone Tcturned, who, after 
having met Sen'- Valdes, as before Hated ; abandoned his purfuit of that 
which appeared to him to be the main Ihore leading to the eaflward, and 
profecuied his refearches in the oppofite diretlion, leading to the weft, 
N.w. and to the north, in a channel of an irregular width, where, after 
examining a fmall opening, in a northerly direfiion, he Ihortly difeovered 
andther, about two miles wide, in latitude 50" 21', longitude 235” 9 ; along 
which, he kept the {larboard or eaftern Ihore on board; which was 
eompaft ; but the w-cflcrn fide, for fome miles on which fome fires were 
obferved, leemed fomewhat divided by water. This inlet, in general, 
from one to two miles wide, led them in an irregular northern direfiion 
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ju?y * latitude of 50*52', longitude 235* 19', where, in the ufual mafiner, 

y^i a mymm m mi Jt terminated by a fmall traft of low land, from whence a {hallow bank 
ftretched into the arm, which loon increaled, from 2 to 50, 70, and 100 
fathoms in depth, and then became unfathomable. Behind this low 
fmall fpot of land, the mountains role very abruptly, divided by two 
deep vallies, whence iffued ftreams of frelh water, though not fufficicntly 
capacious to admit the boats. In thefe vallies, and on the low plains, 
pine-trees grew to a tolerable fize ; the few fecn on tlie mountains, were 
of very ftinied growth. High {leep barren rocks, capped with fnow, 
• formed the lides of this canal, the water of which at its head was near- 
ly frefh, and of a pale colour, as was that in the arm where Mr. Puget 
met Sen'- Valdes. It was noon on the 30th before we reached that part 
of the weftern fliore, which had appeared broken, and on which tlie 
fires of the natives had been obferved on entering this canal ; which I 
diftinguiflied by the name of Bute’s Canal. Here was found an In- 
dian village, fituated on the face of a fleep rock, containing about one 
hundred and fifty of the natives, feme few of whom had vilited our par- 
ty in their way up the canal, and now many came off' in the rnoft civil 
and friendly manner, with a plentiful fupply of frefli herrings and otlier 
fifh, which tliey bartered in a fair and lionefl way for nails. Thefe were 
of greater value amongfl them, than any other articles our people had 
to offer. From the point on which this village is erefted, in latitude 
50* 24', longitude 235” 8', a very narrow opening was leen flrctching to 
the weftward, and through it flowed fo ftrong a current, that the boats 
unable to row againfl it, were hauled by a rope along the rocky fliores 
forming the paffage. In this fatiguing fervice the Indians voluntarily 
lent their aid to the utmoft of tlicir power, and were rewarded for their 
cordial difinterefted aflTiffance, much to their fatisfa^fion. Having pafled 
their narrows, the channel widened, and the rapidity of the tide de- 
creafed. Mr. Johnllonc, in the cutter, had alone been able to pafs ; to 
whom it was evident that this narrow paffage had communication with 
fomc very extenfive inlet of the fea ; but, as the weather was now very 
boifterous, with heavy rain, and a thick haze, and as the launc h had 
jiot yet made her appearance, he returned in fearch of her, and found 
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the party pfing their utmoft endeavours to get through the narrows by *79** 

the fame friendly afliftance of the natives he had before experienced ; 
which being now no longer required, thefc good people returned to their 
habitations, apparently well fatislied with the kind offices they had ren- 
dered, and the acknowledgments they had received. The boats now 
fought fhelter from the inclemency of the weather in a fmall cove on 
the fouth fide of the arm they had quitted, where the fame caufe ope- 
rated to detain them until the morning of the 2 d of July, when the 
time for which they were fupplied with provifions being nearly expired, 
it was deemed mod expedient to return to the (hips. 

By thefe ttwo expeditions the boundary of the continental fhore was 
completely afewtained to the above narrow paffage ; and the ftrongeft 
prefumption inauced that tKeVhole of the coafl on our wellcrn fide, • 
fouthward of that paffage was compofed of innumerable iflands. 

The weather being tolerably fair, Mr. Johnflone and Mr. Swaine were Wednef. 3. 
the next day again difpatched with a week’s provifions, to examine 
the continental fhore through the narrow paffage from whence they had 
returned ; by the means of which, and the furvey then profi'cuting un- 
der Lieutenant Puget and Mr. Whidbey, who were to commence their 
inquiries in an oppofite point, the whole extent of the gfilph would 
be finally determined; or, in the event /)f the Indian’s information’ be- 
ing correct, its further navigable communication to the northward v/ould 
be difeovered. 


By what I had feen of the gulph on the evening we entered this 
found, though its weftern extremity was certainly bounded, yet the ap- 
pearance of the land in that direftion favored the opinion of its being 
compofed of iflands, though the whole might be united by low land 
not perceptible at fo great a diflance. 

On friday afternoon, the officers in the launch and cutter returned, Friday 5. 
from "whom I under flood, that they had found the weftern fide of the 
gulph of Georgia, from that part oppofite to point Marfhall, to be 
compact, rifing in a gentle afeent from the fea fliore to the inland moun- 
tains, (feme of which were covered with fnow) wearing a plcafant and 
fertile appearance ; along ihis fhore they continued their route and en- 
tered 
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tered an inlet, whofe caftcrn fide is formed by a long narrow peninfula, 
tbc fouth extreme of which is fituated in latitude 50“, longitude 235“ 9'. 
This promontory, after my firft lieutenant, who had alfo difeovered the 
inlet from the top of a mountain he had afeended in this neighbour- 
hood, obtained the name of Point Mu dge. It forms a channel with 
the main land of* the weftern fide of the gulph of about a mile in width, 
nearly in a n. n.w. direftion ; this was purfued about 3 or 4 leagues 
without any apparent termination ; the further they advanced the more 
extenfive it was found. The tide, which was regular, was alfo rapid, 
and the flood evidently came from the north-weftward : all tliefe circuin- 
ftances indicating the channel to be of confiderable exteiy.; they return- 
ed to communicate this intelligence. / 

On point Mudge was a very lajcg^- » liia/e of the natives, many of 
whom vifited the party on their palling antii repafling by it, who uni- 
formly conduced themfelves with the greatell civility and refpeft. On 
the wellern Ihorc, immediately without the entrance of the inlet, they 
found a rivulet of excellent frefti water. The paflage up the inlet is 
perfcfilly free from danger, and affords good anchorage. Round point 
Mudge, at the dillance of about half a mile, is a ledge of funken rocks ; 
thefe are, however, eafily avoided by the weeds which tlie)' produce. 
From hence their way was direfted to the northward, in order to join 
the fliip through the broken land that exifts between our prefent llation 
and point Mudge. This was effefted through a very intricate chan- 
nel full of funken. rocks and rocky iflcts, leading them to the north 
point of the ifland which formed our s.w. Ihore, and bearing from 
hence n. 53 w., dillant about four miles. 

After receiving this information, I waited with ko little impatience 
the return of the other boat party ; in the hope that, if no intelligence 
Ihould be derived to facilitate the progrefs of the ftiips, there was yet 
a great probability of finding a more comfortable relling place- than 
that we then occupied. This afforded not a fingle profpe6l that was 
pleafing to the eye, the fmalleff recreation on ftiore, nor animal nor vege- 
table food, excepting a very fcanty proportion of thofe eatables already 
deferibed, and of which the adjacent country, was foon exhaulled, alter 
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our Arrival. Nor did our exploring parties meet with a more abundant *^ 7 ^* 
fupply, whence the place obtained the name of Desolation Sound; ' 
where our time would have pafled infinitely more heavily, had it not 
been relieved by the agreeable fociety of our Spanilh friends. 

The week, for which Mr. Johnftone and his party were furnilhed 
with fupplies, having been expired Ibme time, 1 began to be anxU 
oufly folicitous for their welfare ; when, about two in the morning of 
the 12th, I had the fatisfa6lion of having their arrival announced, all ThurlHayist 
well, and that a palfage leading into the pacific ocean to the north- 
weftward had been difeovered. 

Mr. Johnftone had fucceeded in finding his way into the arm lead- 
ing to the weJ^ward through the narrows, where they were alfifted by 
the friendly natives, abo|X~%Jeague to the fouth of the pafTage by 
which he had before altered it; making the intermediate land, 
lying before the entrance into Bute’s canal, nearly a round ifland 
3 or 4 leagues in circuit, which obtained the name of Stuart’s 
Island. This channel was not left intricate than the other, neither of 
which he confidered a fafe navigation for (hipping, owing to their being 
fo narrow, to the irregular dire6lion and rapidity of the tides, and to 
the great depth of water ; which, even clofe to the (hore, Tfras no where 
left than 6o fathoms. From this pafTage the northern fliore was pur- 
fued, and two (mail arms leading to the n.w., each about a league in 
extent, were examined. Here was met a canoe in which were three 
Indians, who fled to the woodS with the utmofl precipitation, leaving 
their canoe on the fhore. In it Mr.Johnllone depofited fome trifling ar- 
ticles, in the hope of diffipating by this means, tlieir ill-grounded ap- 
prehenfion of danger. As he proceeded, he pafled a fpacious opening 
leading to the s.w., which he fuppofed communicated with the gulph 
fome diflance to the weftward of our prefent ftation. The principal 
channel of the weftern arm ftill preferving a weft direftion, was about a 
mile wide ; and as they advanced in it, they arrived at another branch 
nearly about the fame width, in latitude 50" 26', longitude 234“ 35', with 
an iflet and fome rocks lying oft its eaft point of entrance. Conform- 
ably to our mode of tracing the continental Ihore, they were led up 
this opening ; and in tlie night, found themfclves incommoded by the 
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flood tide, although they had conceived from their former obferyatioiis on 
the tides, that, at the time of their being diflurbed at their refting place 
on fhore, it would be nearly low water, as the moon was then palling 
the meridian. But, as the tide here varied upwards of four hours ear- 
lier than in the gulph of Georgia, and as the night had been llill and 
pleafant, no accidental caule could be referred to, which was likely to 
have produced fo material an alteration : the period of flowing, how- 
ever, nearly correfponded witli that of the tides at Nootka, and on the 
fea-coaft to the north of that place ; which left little doubt, in the mind 
of Mr. Johnftone, that this unexpefted circumftance had been occafion- 
ed by the channel they were in communicating with th&^ocean to the 
north -weft ward. The examination of the arm was continued, the next 
morning, to the latitude of 50*46'»Ji^-iJg!r!^de 234” 4/', where it was 
thought to end. But this appearance proved to be a contraftion only of 
the channel, by two interlocking points, from whence the Spaniards, who 
afterwards purfued its courfe, found its final termination in a n.e. by n. 
direftion about 3 leagues further. They again reached the entrance in 
the evening, where the party relied for the night. This canal, which I 
diftinguilhed by the name of Loughborough’s Canal, was about a 
mile wide, ‘ between fteep and nearly perpendicular mountains, from 
whofe lofty fummits the diflblving fnow defeended down their rugged 
fides in many beautiful cafeades. 

In the morning of the 6th, their refearches were continued along 
the weftern channel, in which they fouhd the tide favoring their former 
conjeftures, by the flood evidently approaching them from the wellM^ard. 
About 2 leagues to the weft of the arm they had quitted, the channel 
again branched off in two directions, one ftretching a little to the north- 
ward, the other a little to the fouthward of weft. The former demand- 
ed their attention firft, and was found to be an intricate channel, con- 
taining many funken rocks and rocky illets, occafioning great irregu- 
larity in the tides, which were here extremely violent ; this continued 
about 2 leagues, where the channel widened, and the water became lels 
agitated. Their courfe along the continental lliore led them into a con- 
tinuation of the weftern channel, which they, had forfaken for the pur- 
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pofe* of p,urfuing this more northerly one along the fliore of the main land, »79*' 

by which means thefouthern fide of the channel they had palTed through » — * 
was proved to be an ifland, about 4 leagues in extent. From hence, they 
continued along the northern fliore of the great weftcrii channel for the 
moR part upwards of half a league wide, in the firm reliance of finding 
it lead to the ocean. Under this impreflion, Mr. Johnftone thought it 
of importance to afeertain that faft as fpeedily as poffible ; for which 
purpofe, he fleered over to tlie fouthern fliore, leaving fome openings, 
with fome iflan^ and rocks, on the northern fide, for future examina- 
tion. The fouthern fliore was found nearly ftraight, and intire, rifing 
abruptly from the fea to mountains of great height. Here they pafled 
fome fmall hamtations of the natives, but the northern fliore prefcnted 
not the leaft fign of its b^n^Hdiiabited to the weftward of the narrows. • 

A flow progrefs was now made to the weftward, in confequence of a 
frefli gale from that quarter, moft part of the day ; and the nights and 
mornings, often obfeured in a thick fog, were generally calm. 

On the morning of the 8 th, tliey were much furprized by the report 
of a gun at no very great diftance. This was immediately anfwered by 
a fwivel ; but no return was heard. On the fog clearing away, a fmall 
canoe appeared, which attended them until they reached a village of 
greater confequence, in point of fize, than any they had before leen, 
fituated on the front of a hill near the fea-fide. The two Indians in 
the canoe, finding they were feen by thofe on fliore, ventured alongfidc 
our boats ; and, in the canoe, *was a mulket with, its appendages, and 
an eagle recently (hot, which eafily accounted for the difeharge heard 
in the fog. As they approached the village feveral canoes vifited the 
party ; each of which was armed with a mufleet, and provided with am- 
munition ; in one canoe there were three *, ihefe were confidered as belong- 
ing to a chief, who informed them, that the village was under the au- 
thority of Maquinna*, the chief of Nootka, who, they gave our party •socaikd 
reafon to believe, was then on fliore. The village had the appearance 
of being conftrufted with mucli regularity ; its inhabitants numerous, known by 
and all feemingly well armed : under thefe ciicumftances it vras pafled Maqmlla by 
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by, without further inquiry, agreeably to our eftabliflied maxim, never 
to court a danger on fliore when neceflity did not compel our land< 
ing. 

A fmall fandy ifland, lying to the eaflward of the village, affords between 
it and the land on which the town is fituated, a fmall, but very commo- 
dious, anchorage. This is not, however, to be approached by the paf- 
fage to the fouth of the ifland, that being navigable only for very fmall 
craft. To the fouth of the village a valley extended, apparently to a 
conflderable diflance in a fouth-wefterly dire61:ion. Through it a very 
fine Hream of frefh water emptied itfelf into the fea, and, from the 
many wears that were feen in it ; it was unqueftionably wttfftocked with 
fifh, though not any was offered for fale, notwithflanding tne folicitations 
' of our party, in the Nootka languagsr ^tli^which the natives feemed 
well acquainted. 

After the chief had received fome prefents, amongfl which copper 
feemed to him the moft valuable, he, with moft of his companions, re- 
turned to the fliore ; and, on landing, fired feveral mufkets, to fhew, in all 
probability, with what dexterity they could ufe thefe weapons, to which 
they feemed as familiarized as if they had been accuftomed to fire-arms 
from ^heir earlieft infancy. 

The Chores on each fide of the channel had materially decreafed in 
height. That to the northward appeared very much broken, and moft- 
ly compofed of iflands ; whilft that to the fouthward, which was purfu- 
ed, remained compa£l and intire. The iflands to the north were gene- 
rally formed by low land near the fliore, riling to a moderate height, 
well wooded, and on them the fmoke of feveral fires was obferved. 
This circumftance, together with the number of inhabitants on the 
fouthem fliore, and the many canoes that were feen palling and re- 
pafling, evidently befpoke this country to be infinitely more populous 
than the fhores of the gulph of Georgia. 

The evening brought our party to the termination of the compa£l 
fouthern fhore in its weft direftion, by a narrow channel leading to the 
fouth; and the main arm, which from that ftation took a north di- 
re6lion, Xpread very conliderably ; but the view to the weftward was 
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greatly interrupted by fmall iflands. In the hope of reaching the weft- 
ernmoft ifland in fight, and by that means of determining the great ob> 
jeft of their purfuit, they proceeded with a frcfh gale from the eaft, 
attended by a great fall of rain, until midnight ; when, fuppofing them- 
felves at the limits they had feen before it was dark, they came to a grap- 
nel under the lee of a fmall ifland, which in fome degree Iheltered them 
from the inclemency of the night. This extremely unplealant weather 
continued without intermiflion, the whole of the next day, and until the 
morning of the loth. They had now been abfent fix days out of the 
leven for which they had been provided, an^ the fmall remains of their 
flock were bBcoming hourly more infufiicient for the diflant voyage they 
had yet to penorm in returning to the (hips, which greatly increafed 
the mortification they expjjReJfeed-by this very unlooked for detention ; 
but a wefterly wind and pliant weather returning with the morning of 
the loth, they rowed to an ifland confpicuoufly fituated, from whence 
their expeftations were gratified by a clear though diflant view of the 
expanfive ocean. The land conflituting the different fliores of the paf- 
fage appeared of moderate height, much broken, and feemed to form 
various other channels to lea. This was however the rnofl capacious ; 
the weflernmofl land of which, on the northern fide, bore by compafs 
N. 62 w. about 5 leagues ; and the weflernmofl land on the fouthern 
fide N. 80 w. about 4 leagues diflant. This ifland obtained the name of 
Alleviation Island, from whence they direfted their courfe home- 
ward, being upwards of 1 20 miles from the fhips. • 

Impelled by reafons of the moll prefling nature, no time was loft in 
taking advantage of the prevailing favorable gale, with which they kept 
on their return until midnight, when as ufual they landed for the night on 
the fouthern fhore, nearly oppofite the weft end of the ifland that forms 
the fouth fide of the intrieate paffage they had paffed through on the 
6th. * As the furvey from the fhip had been carried on by that route, 
and confined to the examination of the northern or continental fhore to 
that ftation, through paffages rendered by various impaliments ineligible 
as a navigation for the fhips, Mr. Johnftonc was defirous of purfuing 
another w'hich led more foutherly, and appeared lels liable to fuch ob- 
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7^** jeftions. Though he much regretted the loft opportunity of returning 
hy the favorable gale that continued all night, he waited the approach 
of day, and departing with the dawn, had his wifhes gratified by failing 
through a clear and fpacious channel, in width about half a league, 
without the fmalleft interruption, or the leaft irregularity in the tides. 
The fouthern ftiore, which from the large village was nearly ftraight, af- 
forded fome few fmall bays, the land moftly rifing in an abrupt manner 
from the fea to mountains of confiderable height, divided by vallies that 
appeared to extend a great way hack into the country ; the fliores were 
• tolerably well inhabited by the natives who lived in fmall villages near 
the water fide. The northern ftiore was neither fo higl^nor fo com- 
paft ; feveral detached rocks were feen lying near it, and* it was, gene- 
rally fpeaking, compofed of rugged*TB«:#f,* 1 ili the fiflures of which an 
abundance of pine trees were produced, conlfituting, as on the fouthern 
ftiore, one intire foreft. As they advanced in this channel, leading 
nearly in an eaft and weft direftion, they obferved another which led to 
the fouth, fouth eaftward, bearing every appearance of being clear, na- 
vigable, and communicating with the gulph ; and one alfo ftretching to 
the north-eaftward, which they had little doubt was the fame they had 
feen after palfing the narrows on the 4 th, leading to the s.w. The 
former of thefe they much wiflied to explore, but their provifions being 
totally exhaufted, it became expedient they ftiould join the (hips without 
further delay, and therefore purfued that leading to the north eaftward, 
by which they arrit^d as already related. 

This information left me fcarcely a doubt that the channel Mr. John- 
ftone had declined purfuing fouth eaftwardly towards the gulph, was the 
fame our boats had entered leading to the northward from point Mudge, 
and which, on comparing the (ketches of the feveral furveys, was as 
nearly as poflible reduced to a certainty. I derived no fmall degree of 
lktisfa 6 lion in finding my expeftations fo far anfwered, for had our efforts 
proved inefte£lual in difeovering a communication with the ocean, it 
would have occupied the remaining part of the feafon, to have examined 
the numerous openings on the oppofite Ihores of the gulph, which 
were now proved to form the north-caftern fide of an extenfivc ifland 
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or archipelago, on whofe fouth weftern coaft Nootka is fituate ; hence 
this talk now became unneceffary, and I was flattered with the hope 'of 
yet extending our refearches during the fummer months a confiderable 
diftance to the northward. 

Sen”- Galiano and Valdes I made acquainted with our difcoveries ; and 
with my intention of departing, in confequencc of the information we 
had gained, the firft favorable moment. 

When the village was pointed out where Maquinna was fuppofed to 
have been, Sen'^ Valdes was of opinion, that circumflance was highly 
probable, knowing he had authority over an extenfive country to the 
north-weftward of Nootka. 

Thefe gentlemen received fuch information of all our difcoveries up 
to this period as they req|pffts!>.iJn/l now begged leave to decline accom- • 
panying us further, as the powers they poflefled in their miferable vef- 
fels, were unequal to a co-operation with us, and being apprehenfive 
their attendance would retard our progrefs. Sen'- Galiano I'avorcd me 
with a coj)y of his furvey, and other particulars relative to this inlet of 
the fea, which contained alfo that part of the neighbouring coafl extend- 
ing north-weftward from the ftraits of De Fuca, beyond Nootka to the 
latitude of 50® 3', longitude 232® 48'. He likewilc gave me a letter to 
be forwarded to Sen'- Quadra at Nootka, by Maquinna, or any of his 
people with whom we might chance to meet, together with an introduc- 
tory one to Sen'- Quadra, when I fhould have the pleafure of meeting 
him at Nootka. After an exchange of good wifties, we bad each other 
farewell, having experienced much fatisfadtion, and mutually received 
every kindnefs and attention that our peculiar fituation could afford to 
our little focicty. • From thefe gentlemen wc were aflured, tliat on our 
arrival at Nootka we fhould meet a moft cordial reception, and be more 
pleafantly fituated than we could imagine, as the houfes had latclj' under- 
gone a thorough repair, and all the gardens had been put and kept in the 
higheft order, for the purpofe of being fo delivered into <'ur pofTeffion. 

With a light breeze from the northward, in the morning of the I3tli, 
we weighed and left our Spanifh friends at anchor, who intended to pur- 
fue their refearches to t}\c weftward through the channel Mr. Johnftone 

had 
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had difcovered; and in commemoration of whofe exertions was by me 
named Johnstone’s Straits; and the ifland defcribed by him on the 
6th, was in compliment to Mr. Swaine, who commanded the other boat 
diilinguiihed by the name of Hardwickc’s ifland, after the noble earl of 
that title ; towards which flraits our courle was now bent to the fouth- 
ward, trufting we fhould find a pafTage into them to the weftward of point 
Mudge. 

Little remains further to add refpefting the flation we had juft quit- 
ted, but to ftate the general fatisfa 61 ion that prevailed on leaving a re- 
gion fo truly defolate and inhofpitable. During our ftay at that gloomy 
place, I was enabled to take only ten lets of lunar diftances ;• which, with 
fix fets taken at our anchorage near the entrance of the found, gave a 
mean refult for the longitude 235" 5' gciL«‘^Kl&-idars chronometer, by ten 
fets of altitudes taken on different days, fhewra the mean refult, allow- 
ing the Birch bay rate, to be 235“ 21’. This I confidered to be nearer 
the truth than that deduced from the few lunar obfervations above men- 
tioned, and have accordingly a'dopted it as the longitude of Defolation 
found, whofe latitude by fix meridional altitudes of the fun was found 
to be 50® 11 '. The mean refult of eighteen lets of azimuths taken on 
board, differihg from 17° 45' to 23®, gave a mean refult of 19® 16' eaft- 
erly variation; feventeen fets taken on fhore differed from 14® 26' to 19® 
30', gave a mean refult of 16® variation in the lame dire6lion. The ir- 
regularity of the tides was fuch that no correft inferences could well be 
drawn. They appeared to be principally influenced by local, or inciden- 
tal caufes ; poffibly by the operation of both. They were greatly affefted 
by the direftion or force of the winds, which feemed as equally to aft on 
the rile and the fall, as on the current when there was any. This how- 
ever was not always the cafe ; as in the courfe of fome days there would 
not be the leaft perceptible ftream ; and in others a very rapid one, 
that generally continued in the fame dire 61 :ion twenty-four hours, «and 
fometimcs longer. The time of high water was equally vague and un- 
definable ; this I attributed to its infular fituation, nearly at the extre- 
mity of the influence of two tides flowing from direftly oppofite points, 
caufing their divided ftreams to aft, according .to the incidental circum- 
ftances that might operate upon' them. 

In 

/ 



ROUND THE WORLD. 


In this route we paiTed through the iflemblage of iflands and rocks - 
lying at fome diftance before the entrance into Defolation found ; fome / ' 
of which prefented an appearance infinitely more grateful than that 
the interior country. Thcfe were moftly of a moderate height from the' 
fca, tolerably well wooded, and the ftiores not wholly compofed of rug- 
ged rocks, afforded fome fmall bays bounded by landy beaches. The 
wind continued light from the northern quarter, and the weather being 
ferene and plcafant, made a moft agreeable change. Numberkrfs whales 
enjoying the feafon, vrere playing about the fhip in every direftion ; as 
were allb feveral feals ; the latter had been feen in great abundance du- 
ring our refidence in Defolation found, and* in all the remote excurfions 
of our boats, but they were fo extremely w’atchful and fliy, that not one 
could be taken. Thefe amisaals^fecmed to have had the exclufive poffef- 
fion of the gloomy regiouwe had juft quitted ; but the feene now before 
us was more congenial to our minds, not only from the different afpefl 
of the fhorcs, but from the attention of the friendly Indians, who as we 
were croffmg the gulph, vifited us in feveral canoes, w'iih j'oung birds, 
moftly fea fowl, fifh, and fome berries, to barter for our trinkets and other 
commodities. Soon after mid-day we anchored about half a mile to the 
northward of point Mudge in 37 fathoms w^ater, on a bottom of black 
fand and mud. A very ftrong flood tide came from the northward, and 
although nearly convinced that our conjc6lures were right, the launch 
and cutler with lieutenant Puget and Mr. Whidbey, were immediately 
difpatched to examine the channel as to its communication with John- 
ftone’s flraits ; that in the event of there being any obftruflions where 
fuch rapid tides were running, w’e might have fufficient notice, and be 
prepared to avoi^ji them. 

From the village fituated on point Mudge, we were vifited by feveral 
of the natives, who brought fifh and the wild fruits of their country, 
which they exchanged for our European articles, in a very fair and 
honeft manner. 

After dinner, accompanied by Mr. Menzies and fome of the olfirers, 

I went on fhore to return the vifit of our fr-ends, and to indulge our 
curiofity. On landing at the village, which i:; fituated a little to the 
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July** ^^*^^**^ promontory, ind nearly at the fuminit of a ftcep f^ndy 

we were received by a man w'ho appeared to be the chief of the 
^rty. He approached us alone, feemingly with a degree of formalityj 
tliough with the utmoft confidence of his own fecurity, whiHl the reft of 
the fociety, apparently numerous, Avere arranged and feated in the moll 
peaceable manner before their houfes. I made him fuch prefents as 
feemed not only to plcafe him exceffively, but to confirm him in tlie 
good opinion with which he was prepolfelTcd ; and he immediately con- 
dufled us up to the village by a very narrow path winding diagonally up 
the cliff, cflimated by us to be about an hundred feet in height, and 
within a few degrees of being perpendicular. Clofe to the.edge of this 
precipice flood the village, the houfes of which were built after the 
fafhion of Nootka, though fmaller, not (^'jfiMding ten or twelve feet in 
height, nearly clofg^togethcr in rows, fepar^ed by a narrow paffage 
fufficiently wide only for one perfon. On the beach, at tlte foot of the 
cliff, were about feventy canoes of fmall dimenfions, though amongll them 
wxre fome that would carry at leafl fifteen perfons with great conveni- 
ence, On a computation, therefore, deduced from thefe and other cir- 
cumflanccs, Ave were led to confider that this a illage, though occupying a 
very fmall fpace. could not contain lefs than three hundred perfons. 
The fpot where it was erefted appeared to be Avell chofen to iiifurc its 
proteflion ; the fteep loofe fandy precipice fccured it in front, and its 
rear was defended by a deep chafm in the rocks ; beyond thefe Avas a 
thick and nearly impenetrable forcfl: fo' that the only means of' accefs 
was by the narrow path wc had afeended, which could cafily be main- 
tained againft very fuperior numbers. Having gratified our curiofiiy, 
and, in return for the cordial attention of thefe fricn^lly people, made 
our acknowledgments by prefents of fuch trivial articles as we had 
about us, we took our leave of the village for tlie purpole of indulging 
ourfelves before dark, with a refrefliing walk, on a low margin of land ex- 
tending from the more elevated woodland country, fome diftance along 
the water-fide to the northward ; a luxury we hati not for fome time ex- 
perienced. In this excurfion, which Avas extremely grateful and pleafant, 
we faw tAvo fepulclires built with plank about fi\'e feet in height, feven 
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inlcHgth,. and four in breadth. Thefc boards were curioufly perforated ^ 
at the ends and fides, and the tops covered with loofe pieces of plank, 
as if for the purpofe of admitting as great a circulation of air as pofi[|A\ 
blc to the human bones they enclofed, which were e^'idenlly the relics of 
many different bodies. A few of the Indians attended us in our walk, 
picking the berries from the trees as we paifed, and with much civility 
prefenting them to us on green leaves. The evening approaching obliged 
us to return on board, againfl a very ftrong ebb tide. 

The Chatham having been detained fome hours in Defolation found 
after wc had failed, had now arrived and anchored near us. She had 
been hopped ‘by her anchor when nearly half up, hooking a rock ; every 
means that could be devifed had been reforted to without elfeft, until the 
moment when they were a^nJtWLo ejat it away it cleared itfelf, which for- . 
tunately faved the anchor and cable. 

With a frelh breeze from the n.w. and a continuation of plcafant 
weather, at high tvater about three o’clock on faturday morning we were Saturday 14. 
under fail, and with the affihance of the ebb tide, turned about 4 leagues 
.up the inlet towards a commodious anchoring place, that had been dif- 
covered by our boats, and was die appointed rendezvous on the return 
of the launch and cutter. About fix o’clock we arrived and anchored 
in 24 fathoms tvatcr, fandy bottom. In this fituation each fide of th*e arm 
formed a bay affording commodious anchorage ; and that on the wellern 
fide being the moll extenfive was preferred. Nearly in the center is a {hal- 
low bank of fand, with a navigdble pafl'agc all around it. The fhips were 
flationed between this bank and the north fide of the bay, near a fmall 
Indian village, whofe inhabitants had but little to difpofe of, though 
the)' were very civil and friendly. WhiUl turning up in die fhip, many 
of the natives came off ; but the fwiftnefs of our motion ])rcvt ntt;d their 
coming on board. 

The clearnefs of the fky and atmofjiherc enabled me to procure fome 
obfervations, by which our latitude was afeertained to be 7' 30". 

Ten fets of lunar diftanccs, wnth thofe made in Defolation found, 
amounting in all to twenty-fix fets taken on different fides of the moon, 
brought forward by Kendafs chronometer and the protraftion, agree- 
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> 79 ®* ^ ing extremely well together ; gave the mean refult of the longitude by 
— • 'vtlie lunar difianccs 15' 15" to the weftward of the watch. On fuch au- 
/thoriiy however, I could not polfibly determine that the chronometer 
erred fo materially ; yet had reafon to believe, tliat it was not gaining at 
the rate we had allowed fince our departure from Birch bay. The tnie 
longitude thercl'orc of the refpeftive places hereafter mentioned, from 
Defolation found to Nootka, will be deduced from fuch obfervations as 
I was enabk'd to make at the latter place for correfting the error of the 
chronometer ; by which, according to the Birch bay rate, (he longitude 
of our prclcnt rendezvous was 234” 57' ; its true longitude, by fublcquent 
obfervations, 234° 52'^ ; the variation of the compafs by 'three lets of 
azimuths 18“ 30' eaftwardly. 

From point Mudge to this bay the,chanilCi 1 ^ nearly ftraight ; the weft- 
ern Ihore is compaft, the eallern one has fome rocky iflets and rocks ly- 
ing near it ; it is about half a league wide ; in turning up we found not 
the fmalleft obllruftion ; and the Ihores are fufficiently bold for velTcls to 
Band as clofe to them as inclination may direfl. Immediately above this 
flation the channel contrails to a fhort half mile, by the projefting land, 
that forms the nortli fides of thefe two bays, and by an ifland on the 
eaftern lliorcr (navigable round for boats only) which projefts fo far as to 
reduce the channel to nearly one half its width. The tide, fetting to the 
fouthward through this confined palTage, rulhes with fuch immenfe im- 
petuofity as to produce the appearance of falls confiderably high ; though 
not the leaft obflru6il:ion of either rocks ‘or fands, fo far as we had an 
opportunity of examining it, appeared to exift. The returning tide to 
the north, though very rapid, does not run with fuch violence ; this was 
eftimated to move at the rate of about 4 or 5 miles ; • the other, at 7 or 
8 miles per hour. They feemed regular in their quarterly change, but 
the vifible rife and fall by the fhore in this fituation, was fo inconfide- 
rable as to allow us merely to diftinguifh the ebb from the flood tide. * 

In the evening of the 14th our boats returned, having found the chan- 
nel from thefe narrow parts gradually increafing its width to a mile, and 
half a league, and to communicate with Johnflone’s flraits in nearly the 
fame n.n.w. direfcUon, about 4 leagues further, without any vifible ob- 
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flruftion <jr impediment to the navigation. The eallern fliore, like that *79»- 
to the northward, was much broken ; the weftern ftiore continued firm, u. j 
and afforded forae fmall bays in which there was good anchorage. As 
they proceeded, not any inhabitants were fecn, but, on returning, they 
met twenty canoes filled with Indians, who, at firft, were a little dif- 
tant, but, at length, approached our party with confidence, and with 
every appearance of civility and friendfliip. 

Thefe were obferved to be more varioufly painted than any of the 
natives our gentlemen had before feen. The faces of fome were made 
intirely white, fome red, black, or lead colour; whilft others were 
adorned with’feveral colours ; and the generality had their hair decora- 
ted with the down of )'oung fea-fowl. In thefe refpcfls, they evidently 
approached nearer to the charaftef of the people of Nootka, than ol . 
any other we had yet feen, either in the entrance of the firaits of Dc 
Fuca, or in the gulph of Georgia. 

The winds being too light and variable to command the ftjip againff 
the influence of fuch rapid tides, we were under the neceffity of wait- 
ing for the ebb in the afternoon of the following day, w’hen, with Sunday 15. 
pleafant weather and a freflt breeze at n.w., we wxighed about three 
o’clock, turned through the narrows ; and, having gained about 3 
leagues, by the time it was nearly dark, we anchored on the wclicrn 
fliore in a fmall bay, on a bottom of fand and mud, in 30 fathoms wea- 
rer, to w’ait the favorable return of tide. On monday morning, with Monday 16. 
the alTiftance of a frefti n.w. Vind, and the ftreana of ebb, we fhortly 
reached Johnftone’s ftraits ; paffing a point wdiich, after our little con- 
fort, I named Point Chatham, fituated in latitude 50° 19^^, longitude 
234“ 45'. This point is rendered confpicuous by the confluence of three 
channels, two of which take their refpc£live direftions to the weftward 
and fouth-eaflw'ard towards the ocean, as alfo by a fmall bay on each 
fido of it ; by tliree rocky iflets clofe to the fouth of it, and by fome 
rocks, over which the fca breaks to the north of it. 

Immediately on our entering thefe ftraits, we wxre affefted by more 
fwcll than we had experienced in this inland navigation, indicating that 
the ocean, in a weftcrly, direfilion, was not quite fo remote as, by Mr. 
Johnftone, it had been eftimated. 
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j 79 »* In the Bay, to the north-weftward of point Chatham, was Htuated an 
Indian village, from whence fome of the natives attempted to give us 
their company ; but the wind, blowing lieavily in fqiialls, prevented 
their venturing alongfidc. After wc had proceeded about ten miles from 
point Chatham, the tide made fo jjowerfully againft us as obliged us, 
about breakfah time, to become again llationary in a bay on the north- 
ern fhore in 312 fathoms water. The land, Jinder which we anchored, 
was a narrow ifland, which I diftinguiflicd by the name of Thur row’s 
Island, it is about 8 leagues long, and was palfed to the northward by 
Mr. Johnftone in going, and to the s.e. on his return. The Bay was ob- 
lerved to be in latitude 50'’23', longitude 234“ 32' ; three fets of azimuths 
gave the variation 19" eaftwardly ; it affords good anchorage ; and wood 
> and water may be eafily procured. . Our efforts with the feinc, though 
unrcrniited, were ineffectual, not having afforded us the leaft fupply fince 
our departure from Birch bay ; nor, with the hooks and lines, had wc 
been more fuccefsful. About four in the afternoon, we again proceed- 
ed, but made little progrefs againfl a frefh wcRcrly gale. In the even- 
ing we paffed another village, when the inhabitants, more knowing than 
their neighbours, embraced the opportunity of the fliip being at flays, 
f)f felling a’ few fmall frefh falmon. They had fome with them ready 
cooked, and they feemed to have great pleafurc in throwing them on 
board as we paffed their canoes. Wc anchored again about nine in the 
twening, on the fouthern fhore, nearly abreaft of the weft end of 'Fhur- 
low’s ifland, in 22 fathoms fandy bottolh; having gained, this tide, lit- 
tle more than 3 leagues. 

The wind blew flrong from the weftward, with fqualls, during the 
Tuefday 17. night ; and when we weighed, at three the next -morning, we were 
obliged to ply, under double-reefed topf'ails, to windward, with little 
profpefl of making much progrefs, until Ave had paffed Thurlow’s and 
Hardwick’s Iflands. 

The meeting of thefe channels added great velocity to the tides ; and, 
as the day advanced, the weather became fair and pleafant, which ena- 
bled us to fpread all our canvafs ; yet wc were very ap})rehcnrive of 
lofing, by the adverfe tide, all we had gained by the favorable flrcain ; 
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not having been able to reach the bottom with loo fathoms of line, *792- 
although repeated trials had been made, on traverfing within a fliip’s y — u— 
length of each ftiore. At laft, about eleven, in a fmall bay on the 
fouthcrn fide, foundings were gained at the depth of 50 fathoms, where 
we inftantly anchored, about half a cable’s length from the rocks, to 
wait the return of the favorable current ; not knowing b\' what name 
to call it. That which came from the eaftward we had lliled the ebb ; 
but, on going on fltore to obferve the latitude, the fiream that came 
rapidly from the weftward, appeared to be the reflux, as the water on 
the fliore, during the afternoon, had evidently retired, though to no 
very great diljance. 

Our flation here was nearly oppofite the firft opening on the northern 
fliore, paifed by unexamined by Mr. Johnllonc ; who had alio declined 
vifiting two others, apparently on the continent, further to the well- 
ward. Lieutenant Puget and Mr. Whidbey, were difpatchcd in the 
launch and cutter, in order to explore the former, lying from us n’.^o 1;., 
about a league diftant, with inftruftions to join me, in tlic fliip, cither in 
the third unexplored opening on the north fide of the flraits, or at the 
village where Maquinna was ftated to be; it being my intention, that 
the Chatham fliould purfue the fecond opening, whilfl I proceeded in 
order to procure an interview with Maquinna, through w’hom 1 might 
be able to inform Sen" Quadra of the time he might expert to lee us, 
and forward Sen'* Galiano's letter. 

In the afternoon we were vifited by two canoes, having a mulket, 
with all the necefl’ary appurtenances, in each. Thefe were the firft fire- 
arms, we had feen from the fliips, but, from the number Mr, Johtiflone 
had feen in his late excurlion, it would appear, that the inhabitants of 
this particular part are amply provided with thefe formidable weapons. 

Having the tide in our favor, at four o’clock we quilted this llarion, 
the latitude of which was found to be in 50" 27', longitude 235” 53'. At 
this time, it appeared to be low tide, the water having fdlen, fince my 
landing in the forenoon, nearly five feet ; the ftream was in our favor, 
though running at a \'ery gentle rate, and the v/ind from the n.w. be- 
ing very light, wc advanced fo flowly, that, by ten at night, we had 
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* 79 ®* only gained 3 leagues, where 'another fmall bay, or cove, was fee^n on 
« the fouthern (bore, with low land extending fome diftance'from the 
mountains. Here I was in hopes of finding a commodious refting place, 
but was obliged to (land very near to the fliore before foundings could 
be gained ; at length, with 40 fathoms of line, the bottom was reach- 
ed, and on wearing, which the fhip did very brifkly, in order to an- 
chor in a lefs depth of w’atcr, our next call was 10 fathoms, when the 
anchor was inftantly let go : yet, before we had veered a third of the 
cable, the fhip grounded abaft ; but, on heaving in a few fathoms of 
the cable, fhe very eafily fwung off the bank. The Chatham grounded 
• alfo, and was likewife got off wnth little difficulty. 

At this flation, it was again low water about four on wednefday 
morning, or nearly fo, as the inner part of the bank on which we had 
grounded, and at that time was cbvered with water, was dry at no 
great diflance from us. We again proceeded, with the current in our 
favor, to the weflward ; and on pafling two fmall villages of the natives, 
a few of the inhabitants, from each, paid us their refpefls. At this 
time we were nearly abrcafl of the fecond opening, paffed by unexami- 
ned by Mr. Johnftone. It appeared infinitely more capacious than the 
other, which, agreeably to ray former intentions, Mr. Broughton was 
diretfed to purfue, appointing the fame rendezvous with him, that had 
been fixed for the boats. 

We remained under fail the whole day, but made fo little way, that, 
by nine at night, we had advanced abopt 5 leagues only. Then, in a 
fmall bay, clofe to the rocks on the foutliern fhore, we again anchored, 

' in 45 fathoms water, fandy bottom. 

Thurfdayig. Light variable winds prevented our failing until eight the next morn- 
ing, M'hen, with a gentle breeze from the eaftward, we weighed ; and, 
what was not a little extraordinary, without heaving the leaft flrain on 
the cable, on fifhing the anchor, its low’er arm was difeovered to be 
broken off clofe to the crown, and to liave been left at the bottom. On 
further examination, it proved to have been juft welded round the fur- 
face, fo as barely to hold the parts together, within which the bars, 
, compofing the internal mafs, preferved their original unaltered fliape, 
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dillm6tly feparate from each other; and, ‘in the fpaces remained the 
blackfmith’s coal, without any appearance of ihcir having undergone the ^ 
aflion of fire. 

Whim we remained ina£live the fore part of tlie morning, our time 
was not unprofitably employed, in receiving the welcome vifits of fomc 
hofpitable friends from the fhore; who brought us fuch an abundant 
fupply of frefh falmon, that we purchafed a fufficient number to ferve 
the crew fo long as they would keep good ; which was a great relief 
from our falted provifions, being a luxury we had not lately experienced. 

We had not long bem under fail, when the officers, who had been 
difpatched in the boats on the 17th, arrived on board. From thefe gen- 
tlemen I became acquainted, that they had examined the inlet to which 
they had been direfted. Off its weft point lies a fmall ifland ; its entrance 
is about half a mile wide, but with no more than 4 fathoms water in mid- 
channel ; from whence it extends about 8 miles, in a direftion n. 75 e. ; 
this depth however increafed as they advanced, to 5, 6, and 7 fathoms, af- 
fording good anchorage about two thirds of the way up : beyond which 
limits, like all the canals of this kind that we had explored, it termi- 
nated in {hallow water. The country bore a more pleafing Edpeft than 
that feen from Johnftone’s ftraits ; and the foil, where they landed, at 
the upper part, was compofed of black mould and fand, producing pine- 
trees of large dimenfions. They faw one run of water at the head ; but 
the Ihoal ftretching from thence, prevented their afeertaining its quali- 
ties ; yet as a deferted village w;^s obferved half way up on the northern 
fhore, in all probability this place is not deftitute of wholefome water, 
the only undifeovered requifite to conftitute it a very fnug and commo- 
dious port; to which I gave the name of Port Neville. 

The weather was ferene and pleafant, but the wind fo light and va- 
riable, that, although we were not more than 4 leagues from the vil- 
lage where we expefted to meet Maquinna ; it was not until paft ten at 
night that we reached that ftation, when we anchored juft without the 
fandy ifland, in 7 fathoms water. 

The next morning fhewed the village in our neighbourhood to be Fnoayaa. 
large; and, from the number of our vifitors, it appeared to be very 
populous. Thefe brought us the fttins qf the fea-otter, of an excellent 
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quality, in great abundance, which were bartered for ftieet-coppejr, and 
blue cloth ; thofe articles being in the higheft eftiraation amdngft them, 
Moft of thefe people underftood the language of Nootka, though it did 
not appear to be generally fpoken. 

The Ty-eiCf or chief of the village, paid us an early vilit, and receiv- 
ed from me fome prefents which highly delighted him. I underftood 
his name to be Che/laJtees. He acknowledged Maquinna to be a greater 
chief ; as he alfo did WicaTiantJh ; but, fo far as I could learn, he did 
not confider himfelf to be under the authority of either. 

On inquiring if Maqvinna was at the village, he anfwered in the 
negative, faying they feldom vifited ; and that it was a jpurney of four 
days acrofs the land to Nootka found, which from hence towards the 
s.s.w. is about 20 leagues diftant. 

Accompanied by fome of the dfficers, Mr. Menzies, and our new 
gueft Che/lakees, I repaired to the village, and found it pleafantly litua- 
ted on a Hoping hill, above the banks of a fine frefti-water rivulet, dif- 
charging itfelf into a fmall creek or cove. It was expofed to a fouthern 
afpe 6 l, whilft higher hills behind, covered with lofty pines, fheltered it 
completely from the northern winds. The houfes, in number thirty- 
four, were arranged in regular ftreets ; the larger ones were the habi- 
tatiojis of the principal people, who had them decorated with paintings 
and other ornaments, forming various figures, apparently the rude de- 
figns of fancy ; though it is by no means improbable, they might annex 
fome meaning to the figures they deferibed, too remote, or hieroglyphi- 
cal, for our comprehenfion. The houfe of our leader Chejlakees was 
diftinguifhed by three rafters of ftout timber railed above the roof, ac- 
cording to the architefture of Nootka, though much inferior to thofe 
I had there feen, in point of fize ; ilie whole, from tiie oppolite fide of 
the creek, prefented a very pifturefque appearance. 

On our landing, three or four of the inhabitants, only, came down 
to receive us at the beach ; the reft quietly remained near their houfes. 
Thefe, Che/lakees informed me, were his near relations, who conlequent- 
ly received, in the lliape of prefents, compliments from me, with which 
they feemed greatly pleaied. 
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The houles were conftrufted after the manner at Nootka, but appeared 
rather lets filthy, and the inhabitarits were undoubtedly of the faihe ^ 
nation, differing little in their drefs, or general cleportment. Several 
families lived under the fame roof ; but their fleeping apartments were 
feparated, and more decency feemed to be obferved in tlieir domcflic 
economy, than I recollefted to be the praftice at Nooika. Hie wo- 
men, who in proportion appeared numerous, were varioufly employed; 
fome in their different houfhold affairs, others in the manulatlure of their 
garments from bark and other materials ; though no one was engaged in 
making their woollen apparel, which I much regretted. The fabrication 
of mats for a, variety of purpofes, and a kind of bafket, wrought fo cu- 
rioufly clofe, as to contain water like an earthen veffel without the leaft 
leakage or drip, comprdiended the general employment of the women, 
who were not lefs induftrious than iilgenious. 

As inquiries into the laudable ingenuity of others are not to be fatis- 
fied in the civilized world without fome expence, fo inveftigations of the 
like nature amongfl: the uncultivated regions were not to be had in this 
foclety without due acknowledgments, which were foliciied by thefe fe- 
male artizans in every houfe we entered ; and fo abundant were their 
demands, that although I confidered myfelf amply provided for the oc- 
calioA /With beads, hawk’s bells, and other trinkets, my box, as well as 
my pbekets, and thofc of the gentlemen who were of the party, were 
foon nearly emptied. At the conclufion of this vifit we were enter- 
tained at*the houfe of an elder^ chief, to whom Clie/lakees, and every 
other perfon paid much ryfpeft, with a fong by no 'means unmelodious, 
though the performance of it was rendered exceffively favage, by the 
uncouth geftures, and rude aflions accompanying it, fimilar to the re- 
prefentations I had before feen at Nootka- The fong being finifhed, we 
were each prefented with a ftrip of fea-otter flein ; the diftribution of 
which occupied fome time. After this ceremony a fong from the ladies 
was expefted ; and during this interval, I obferved in tlie hands of the 
numerous tribe that now furrounded us, many fpcars pointed witli iron, 
clubs, large knives, and other weapons with which they were not fur- 
niflied on our firft approach to the village. I was not altogether fatis- 
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*792- fied with this change in their appearance, though I had every reafon to 
V,— V— believe their intentions were of the raoft inofifenfive nature, and that it 
was moll probable they had thus produced their arms to (hew their 
wealth, and imprefs us with an idea of their confequence: 1 deemed it, 
however, moft advifeable to withdraw ; and having diftributed the few 
remaining articles we had referved, Chejlahees was informed I was about 
to return ; on which he, with his relations who had attended us through 
the village, accompanied us to the fandy ifland, whither I went to ob- 
ferve its latitude. 

Some few others of the Indians attended us on this occafion, whole 
behaviour being orderly and civil, they were permitted to affemble round 
me whilft obferving. They were exceffively amufed with the effeft of 
the fun’s rays through the reading glafs ; and the extraordinary quality of 
the quickfilver ufed for the purpoih of an artificial horizon, afforded 
them the greatell entertainment, until our bufinefs was ended, when 
they in a very friendly manner took leave, and confirmed me in the opi- 
nion, that the martial appearance they had alTumed, was purely the ef- 
fe 6 l of oftentation. 

In moft of the houfes were two or three mulkets, which, by their locks 
and mountin^^, appeared to be Spanifh. Chejhkees had no lefs than 
eight .in his houfe, all kept in excellent order: thefe, together ^ith a 
great variety of other European commodities, I prefumed, were pro- 
cured immediately from Nootka, as, on pointing to many of them, they 
gave us to underftand they had come froip thence, and in their commer- 
cial concerns with us‘, frequently explained, that their Ikins would fetch 
more at Nootka than we chofe to offer. Their total number we efti- 
mated at about five hundred. They were well verled in the principles of 
trade, and carried it on in a very fair and honorable niianner. Sea-otter 
Ikins were the chief objefts of our people’s traffic, who purchafed nearly 
two hundred in the courfe of the day. Mr. Menzies informed me, that 
thefe had been procured at leaft an hundred per cent, dearer than when 
he vifited the coaft on a former occafion, which manifeftly proved, that 
either a furplus quantity of European commodities had been fince im- 
ported into this country, or more probably, that the avidity Ihcwn by 
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the rival adventurers in this commerce, and the eagernefs of an unre- 
ftrained throng of purchafers from different nations, had brought £uro> 
pean commodities into low eftimation. Iron was become a mere drug ; 
and when we refufed them hre arms and ammunition, which humanity, 
prudence, and policy dire£led to be with*held, nothing but large iheets 
of copper, and blue woollen cloth engaged their attention in a commer- 
cial way ; beads and other trinkets they accepted as prelents, but they 
returned nothing in exchange. 

Thefe were the principal circumftances that occurred to me on our 
fliort vifit to this ilation. The further and more general obfervations, 
that fell undet^ my notice refpefting the very extraordinary region we had 
lately paffed through, and which were not noticed in the narratives of the 
feveral parties who were employed in exploring it, I lhall now briefly 
ftate, witliAiich refle6lions as were cdnfequent thereon. 

The length of coail from point Mudge to this ftation, about 32 
leagues, forms a channel which, though narrow, is fair and navigable ; 
mamfeftcd by the adverfe winds obliging us to beat to windward every 
foot of the channel, and to perform a complete traverfe from fliore to 
ftiore through its whole extent, without meeting *Ehrsleaft obftruftion 
from rocks or (hoals. The great depth of water not only here, but that 
which yis generally found wafliing the fliores of this very brokep and 
divide country, muff ever be confidered as a very peculiar circuniftance, 
and a great inconvenience to its navigation. We however found a fuf- 
ficient number of flopping places to anfwer all our purpofes, and, in 
general, without going far out of our way. In cofning from the wefl- 
ward, through Johnflone’s flraits, the befl channel into the gulph of 
Georgia in thick weatlier might, though not eafily, be miflaken. Such 
error however may be avoided, by keeping the fouthern Ihorc; clofc on 
board, which is compaft, and fo fleep, that it may be paffed within a 
few yards in the greaieft fafety : indeed I have every rcafon to believe 
the’ whole of the paliage to be equally void of dangers that do not evi- 
dently fliew themfeives. The height of the land that compofe thefe 
fliores and the interior c« untry, has been already flated to decreafe as we 
proceeded weftward. The land on the fouthern fide, which is a»exter.fi ve 
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*79** ifland, appeared the moft elevated, compofed of very lofty mountains, 
Vi— whofe fummits, not very irregular, were ftill in fome places covered with 
fnow. The northern fide, for a confiderable difiance, feemed lefs ele- 
vated, and the intire forefi that covered its furface, might have favored 
*'he belief of great fertility, had we not known that pine trees innu- 
merable are produced from the fifiures and chafms of the mofi barren 
rocks, of which, we had great reafon to fuppofe, the whole of the coun- 
try before us was compofed. Its low appearance may poflibly be oc- 
cafioned by its being much divided by water, as we evidently faw, through 
an opening, about four miles only to the wefiward of that appointed 
for our rendezvous, a much greater fpace fo occupied, tli^n that which 
comprehended thefe firaits. Our general view to the northward, was, 
however, bounded by a mountainous country, irregular in the height 
of its eminences, and fome of them'capped with fnow. Thc%tired hills 
of the mofi eafiern part of the firaits, were, as we pafled, fo obfeured 
by the high fieep rocky cliffs of the fhores, that we were unable to de- 
feribe them with any precifion. As the elevation of the northern fhore 
decreafed, I was in expeftation of feeing a continuation of that lofty 
and connefted rwige hf fnowy mountains, which I have repeatedly had 
reafon to confiuer, as the infurmountable barrier to any extenfive inland 
navigation. Herein I was difappointed, as this lofty firu€lure\ either 
decreafes in its vafi degree of elevation, or it extends in a more inland 
direflion. 

The refidence of all the natives, we had feen, fince our departure from 
point Mudge, was "uniformly on the ftiores of this extenfive ifland, 
forming the fouthern fide of Johnfione’s firaits, which feems not only to be 
as well inhabited as could be expefted in this uncultivated country, but 
infinitely more fo, than, we had reafon to believe, the fouthern parts 
of New Georgia. Tliis faft cfiabliftied, it mufi be confidered as fingu- 
larly remarkable, that, on the coaft of the oppofite or continental fhore, 
we did not difeover even a vefiige of human exifience, excepting the 
deferted villages ! This circumfiance, though it countenances the idea 
of the original inhabitants of the interior country having migrated, 
fallen by conquefi, or been defiroyed by difeafe ; flill leaves us unable to 
adduce any particular reafon as the caufe of this evident depopulation. 
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The width of £he paflage fcarcely any where exceeding two miles, can 
hardly have induced the inhabitants of the northern fide, to quit 
their dwellings for a rcfidence on the oppofite Ihore, merely for the 
purpofe of being that fmall dillance nearer to the commerce of the fea- 
coaft. On regarding the afpcft of the two fituations, and on reflefting 
that the winter feafon under this parallel muft be fevere and inclement, 
it appears reafonable to fuppofe, that any human beings, not rellrained 
in fixing their abode, would not hefitate to choofe the very oppofite fide 
to that which is here preferred, where, in general, their habitations 
front a bleak northern afped, with mountains rifing fo perpendicular- 
ly behind them, that, if they do not totally, they muft in a great mea- 
fure, exclude the cheering rays of the fun for fome months of the year. 
The northern fide labours not under this difadvantage, and enjoying the 
genial warmth denied to the other, at certain feafons, moft probably, 
poflcfles the requifitcs neceflary to their prefent mode of life, at leaft 
in an equal degree ; efpecially, as this country has, in no inftance, rc- 
• cei>ied die advantages of cultivation. This would appear to be the 
fituation of choice, the other of neceflity; for tb'Jame fource of fub- 
fiftcnce, which is evidently the fea, affords equal fupplie^>»tp the inhabi- 
tants of either Ihore. And that there was a time, when they refided on 
botljj clearly proved, by their deferted habitations, yet in exiftcnce, 
on the.-nprthern Ihore. 

As neither Magiunna, nor any of his people, were at this village, I 
intrufted to the brother of a wian named Kaomtef, who feemed next 
of importance to Cheflahees, the letter I received from Sen'* Galiano, as 
alfo one from myfelf, to be forwarded to Sen’* Quadra at Nootka, which 
this man undertook to deliver, on the promife of being handfomely 
rewarded for his fervice. 

The fandy ifland, by my obfervations, is fituated in latitude 50° 3 5 4^, 
longitude 232“ 57' ; the variation of the compafs here being 20“ 45' eaft- 
*wardly. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

Pc^s through Broughton*s archipelagOt to putfue the continental Jhore — The 
vejfels get aground — Enter Fitzhugh's found — Reafons for quitting the 
coajt, and proceeding to Nootka, 


1792. ' Having . replaced our broken apchor with a new one from out of 
^ . the hold, which had employed the whole of the preceding day, about ten 

Satunby2i. On laturday forenoon we proceeded with a favorable breeze from the 
weftward, to the appointed rendezvous, that lies from the fandy ifland 
. N. 89 E. at the diilance of about 14 miles, where, at three in the after- 
noon, we anchored, •-*'*'20 fathoms water, fandy bottom, about a cable's 
length from tl^ ihore, of a fimilar nature to thofc already deferibed. 

Wifhing tb acquire fome idea of the probable extent of this opening, 
I left 'the (hip after dinner, and was not a little furprized to find 
municate with the extenfive fpace of water, to the north of the channel 
or ftraits already mentioned, making the land under which. we were at 
anchor, an ifland about a league and a fialf long, nearly in a direflion 
N. 70 w. with many rocky iflets and rocks lying about its weftern ex- 
tremity, fome along its north fide, and others off the eaft end. North- 
ward of this ifland, and of a chain of others which lie.to the weftward of 
it, an arm of the fea^ not lefs than 4 or 5 leagues acrofs, ftretched weft- 
ward towards the ocean, where the horizon, in that direftion, appeared 
to be intercepted only by a few fmall iflands ; the eaftern and nortbern 
ftiores leemed w’holly compofed of rocky iflands and rocks, and pre- 
fented in their examination a very laborious talk, to afeertain the con- 
tinental boundary. But as this important line had been already deter- 
mined to the entrance of an opening, not more than 3 leagues to the 

• eaftward 
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cafl;vrard/)f our prefent Hation, now under the furvey of Mr. Broughton 
in the Chatham, and as a branch of tliis opening to the eaftward of us 
took a dircftion that way through a multitude of iflands, any inveftiga- 
tion of this broken country was rendered unneceflary, until I fhould 
underftand how far the Chatham had been able to fucceed in fixing the 
continuation of the continental ftiore. 

Our very inaftive, unpleafant fituation, whilft we anxioufly waited the 
arrival of our confort, was fomewhat relieved by the vifits of a few 
Indians from the fouthern ftiore of the ftraits, who brought us a fmall 
fupply of fifh, very acceptable, being unable to obtain any by our own 
efforts. Ambngft the number of our vifitors we were honored with the 
company of Chejlakees, with whofe importunities for various articles I 
had with pleafure complied. He rpmained on board moft part of the 
day; and as he fat at my elbow whilft writing, law me frequently ad- 
vert to a fmall memorandum book, which he managed to take away in 
the moft dexterous manner, unperceived. Having occafion for itn^ufe, 
and'knowing no other perfon had been near me, the purloiner could 
not be miftaken. A Sandwich iftand mat whicli 

contrived to fold up in a very fmall compafs, and in\be center of it 
wfs the miffing book. He appeared fomewhat aftiamed at the deteftion, 
bt^/mbre mortified at my taking away the prefents he had received ; 
thefeW^ however, about two hours afterward reftored, on his contri- 
tion, and penitential application. Stealing a book, incapable of being 
in the leaft degree ferviceable t 9 him, or ufcful to any other perfon than 
the owner, ftrongly marked that natural inordinate propenfity to thiev- 
ing, which, with few exceptions, influences the whole of the uncivili- 
zed world, preveeiting them, as if impelled by me.re inftinft, and defti- 
tute of rcafon, to reftrain fuch inclinations. 

Without any circumftance occurring of an interefting nature, we re- 
mained uncomfortably idle until the arrival of Mr. Broughton in the af- 
ternoon of the 27th, who came on board in his cutter, the Chatham 
having been obliged, by adverfe winds, to anchor the preceding evening 
3 leagues to the weftward of our rendezvous. 

Mr. Brotighton inforpied me, that after he had entered the opening 
VoL. I. z he 
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lie had been fent to examine, the eaftern point of which' is Gtuated in 
latitude 50® 32', longitude 233“ 32', he found it take an irregular courfe 
towards the n. e. palTinga narrow brancli leading to the wellward. This 
opening, about a mile in widtli, occupied their attention until fun-fet, 
when they anchored at its head in 35 fathoms water, and found it to termi- 
nate like the many others already deferibed, in latitude 50® 42'^, longi- 
tude 234® 3'^: which after Sir John Call, was named Call’s Canal. 
On the evening of the next day they reached the narrow branch leading 
to the wellward, which lies from tlieir laft place of anchorage s. 68 w. 
about 4 leagues diilant. Here the Chatham Hopped lor the night in 17 
fathoms water, near a fmall village of the natives, who brought them an 
abundance of fredi falmon. Mr. Broughton examined this narrow 
branch, and found it communicating with an arm of the fea in latitude 
50® 43', longitude 233® 33', juft navigable for the Chatham ; and with 
the alTiftance of a ftrong flood tide, and their boats, they paffed it the 
nex|^ morning, through a channel that continued for about half a league, 
not a hundred yards wide. The ftialloweft water, from 3 fathoms, -gra- 
dually increafed to ,4(y*fathoms, as they approached the arm of the fea, 
which is aboii^^miles wide, and extends in an eaft and weft direftion. 
Here the Chatham anchored, and Mr. Broughton purfued its ealftrn 
courfe in his boat along the continental fhore, leaving a branch^^l^afi- 
ing to the northward, near the entrance of which are two iftr.ii<.^s and 
fomc rocks. This arm of the fea continued a little to the nflithward of 
eaft, 6 leagues to the latitude of 50® 4,^, where its width increafed to 
near a league, taking an irregular northerly direftion to its final termi- 
nation in latitude 51” 1', longitude 234® 13'. To this, after Capt. Knight 
of the navy, Mr. Broughton gave the name of Knight’s Canal. 
The Chores of it, likftnoft of thofe lately furveyed, are formed by high 
ftupendous mountains rifing almoll perpendicularly from the water’s 
edge. The diffolving fnow on their fummits produced many cataraHs 
that fell with great impetuolity down their barren rugged fides. The 
frefh water that thus defeended gave a pale white hue to the canal, ren- 
dering its contents intirely frefh at the head, and drinkable for twenty 
miles below it. This dreary region was not, however, deftitute of in- 
habitants. 



ROUND THE WORLD. 


habitants,, as a'village was difcovered a few miles from its upper extre- 
mity, which feemed conftrufted like that defcribed in Defolation found, 
for defence; the inhabitants were civil and friendly. Near this place 
Mr. Broughton joined the Chatham on the morning of die 23d, and 
proceeded in her towards the branch above mentioned, leading to the 
northward. This in the evening he reached, and anchored for the 
night in 75 fathoms water. The next morning its courfe was purfued 
about 3 leagues towards the n.e. where this direftion terminated in la- 
titude 51 % longitude 233” 49', from whence it irregularly llretched to 
the N.w. and weftward. Inhabitants were ftill found on thefe inhofpi- 
table fhores, who brought filh and (kins of the fea-ottcr to fell, de- 
manding in return blue great coats. A paifage through this channel was 
accoraplilhed on the 25th, notwithftanding the wind was very fickle and 
blew hard in fqualls, attended with much tliunder, lightning, and rain: 
the night was nearly calm, gloomy, and dark ; and not being able to 
gain foundings, although within thirty yards of the rocky fhores, they 
■ were driven about as the current of the tides direfted, and happily 
cfcaped, though furrounded on all fides by innumsasHy e rocks and rocky 
iflets. On the 26th, the boundary of the continent wV, determined to 
a point which, from its appearance and fituation, obtained’* the name of 
Sea Bluff, in latitude 50“ 52', longitude 232” 29'. This fta- 
tion IjItsjBroughton judged to be as far to the weftward as the appointed 
rendezvous and for the purpofe of repairing thither, directed his courfe 
to the fouth-weftward, througll*a channel that bore.every appearance of 
leading to fea, as had been underftood from the natives. With the affift- 
ance of a frefhgale from the n.e. he ftiortly arrived at its fouthern. en- 
trance, which prefented the opening I had feen on the day we arrived at 
this ftation. Acrofs it his courfe was dircfled to tfte fouthward, leaving 
between his prefent track, and the route he had purfued to the north- 
ward, an extenfive duller of iflands, rocky iflets, and rocks. Thefe in 
commemoration of his difcovery, I diftinguifhed by the name of 
Broughton’s Archipelago. 

Whilft at this ftation, I had an opportunity of obferving the latitude 
by five meridional altitudes of the fun, to be 50“ 35', its longitude 233" 

Zz 2r 19'. 
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July’ variation of the compais, differing in eight fets of, azimuths 

/ from i8®3o' to 23“ 53', fhewed a mean refult of 20® 5', eaftwardly va- 
riation. The tides were irregular, on fome days being very rapid, on 
others fcarcely perceptible ; the rile and fall, the time of high water, and 
other flu£luation$ and irregularities, 1 attributed, as already Hated, to 
the influence of the winds, and the operation of other local caufes on 
this infulated region. 

With a frefh breeze from the e.n.e. we direfted our courfe to the 
Sail a8. weftward on the morning of the 28th, in order to proceed to the north- 
ward round the weft end of this ifland. The channel through which we 
palled, though very unpleafant on account of the many rocks in it, is 
infinitely lefs dangerous than that to the eallward of the ifland, which is 
by no means advifeable for fhips to attempt. 

We had not been long under weigh before we were joined by the 
Chatham, and fleered to the northward for the channel leading to Deep 
Sea bluff, which I called Fife’s Pass.\ge. As we croffed the main 
arm the fqually hazy weather permitted our feeing, but very imperfectly, 
the feveral illands^p*d^ocks that it contains. About two o’clock in the 
afternoon we emered Fife’s paffage, and found its caflern point (named by 
me, after Csiptain Duff of the royal navy, Point Duff), fituated in, 
latitude 50* 48', longitude 233“ 1 o'. A fmall rocky iflet lies 
Duff covered with fhrubs ; and off the weft point of this parfrag*., 4 ?iamed 
Point Gordon, bearing n. 83 w. from point Duff, are ftfveral white 
flat barren rocks lying at a little diflanci from tlie fhore. Although the 
tide appeared to be in our favor, we made fo little progrefs in this inlet, 
that we were compelled to anchor at five in the afternoon not more than 
2 miles within the entrance in 20 fathoms water, on the northern fhore, 
near fome fmall rocky iflets. The fhores that now furrounded us were 
not very high, compofed of rugged rocks fteep to the fea, in the chafms 
and chinks of which a great number of Hunted or dwarf pine trees were 
produced. Some few of the natives favored us with their company, but 
brought little to difpofe of; thefe 'were not quite fo much painted as the 
Indians of Chejlakee's village, nor did they feem in the IcaH acquainted 
with the Nootka language. 


On 
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July- 


Sunday 29. 


On,funday mforning about nine we were*undcr fail with a light favora- 
ble breeze, fufficient to have carried us at the rate of near a league per 
hour; yet the fhip remained ftationary and ungovernable, not anfwering 
to her helm in any direftion. In this very unpleafant and difagreeable fitu- 
ation, attributed by us to a kind of under tow, or counter tide, we continu- 
ed until near dark, when a more powerful breeze fpringing up, we reached 
Deep Sea bluff, and anchored about eleven at night, in a fmall opening on 
its wcflern fide in 70 fathoms water ; having paffed a more extenfive one to 
the fouih of this, which took its direftion to the n.w. On the return of Monday 30^ 
day, this appeared a very fmall branch of the fca ; and as it was now mani- 
feft, there was- no certainty in confiding in appearances, direftions were 
given, that both veffels fhould be removed higher up near to a con- 
venient fpot for recruiting our wood and water ; whilft, in the yawl, 1 
proceeded to examine whither this arm was likely to lead. It continued 
about four miles from De«p Sea bluff to the north-eaftward, then flretch- 
ed to the weflward, and terminated behind the hill under which the 
vejjels were at anchor, about two miles to the weflward of them, form- 
ing a narrow iflhmus, over which we walked, ^ diflinft view 

of the opening before mentioned, extending to the whftward. Being 
perfc6lly fatisfied on this head, I returned, and found the Veffels, at the 
/appf,'jpted flation, riding in 30 fathoms water near the wcflern fhore, 
convc^icDtly fituated for procuring the only fupplies this dreary region 
feemed likdy to afford. But, as tolerably fccure anchorage was not on 
all occafions to be found, I determined the veffels (hould remain flati- 
onary here, whilfl the boats explored the broken country before us ; 
which promifed to furnifli other paffages, into the great weflern chan- 
nel we had quitted, and bore every appearance of leading to the pacific 
ocean. 

7'he Difeovery’s yawl, launch and cutter, were ordered to be equip- 
ped# and in readinefs to depart at day-light the next morning. Mr. 
Broughton accompanied me, attended by Lieutenant Puget in the launch, 
and Mr. Whidbey in the cutter. At fun-rife, our little fquadron put Tudday 3.. 
off with intention of following up the continental fhore, until we might 
find a more weflern paffage leading to the fea ; there to appoint a ren- 
dezvous 
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dezvous for the launch and cutter, which were to continue t}ie exami* 
«. * nation of the continental boundary, whilft we returned to condu6l the 

veffels to the appointed (lation. 

From Deep Sea bluff, the fhore of the main, acrofs this fmall opening, 
took a direftion n. 50 w., for about four miles ; then extended n.n.e., 
about a league to a point, where the arm took a more eafterly courfc, 
pafling an illand, and feveral rocky iflets, forming paifages for boats only ; 
whilft, to the weftward of the iftand, the main channel was a mile in 
width, and no doubt was entertained of our there finding a greater depth 
. of water than we required for the veflels. We were however obliged to 
quit the direftion of that which appeared, and afterwards 'proved to be 
the main channel, to purfue the continental line along this, which ap- 
, patently led to the n.e. and eaftward. In this route, a poor unfortu- 
nate deer, that feemed to have eluded the purfuers, had found an afylum 
in a fniall recefs on the rocky precipice forming the fhore, about twenty 
yards in a direftion almoft perpendicular to the water, from whence he 
could only efcape by the way he had come. In this very expofed fitii- 
ation, the two headwioft boats paffed him unnoticed ; but, on the third 
making the dift()very, a platoon of mufkets was difeharged at the de- 
fencelefs animal by the whole party without effe6l. On this a feaman 
lande'd, and, with a boat-hook, dragged him from the rocks by the 
and fecured to us this valuable acquifition. Upwards of twentjHi^ufkcts 
on this occafion were fired, feven of which hit him, but no oik mortally ; 
or wounded him ii\ fuch a manner as <,0 have prevented his efcaping, 
had not the over-hanging precipices of the rocks rendered it impoffible. 
Venifon had long with us been a fcarce commodity ; our buck proved 
excellent, and afforded us all one or two excellent ffefh meals. 

We purfued the examination of this arm to its head in latitude 51®, 
longitude 233® 46' ; where it terminated in a fimilar way to the many 
before deferibed. Its fhores, about a mile apart, were compofed of high 
fteep craggy mountains, whole fummits were capped with fnow; the 
lower cliffs though apparently deftitute of foil, produced many pine 
trees, that feemed to draw all their nourifhment out of the folid rock. 
The water, near 4 leagues from its upper end, was of a very light 

' chalky 
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chalky colour,’ and nearly frefii. From its mores two fmall branches 
extended, one winding about four miles to the s.e. and s.w., the other 
about a league to the n. n. w. The examination of this canal employ- 
ed us until noon the next day, when we purfued that which appeared ''"ednef. i. 
to be the main channel leading to the weft ward, having feveral rocky 
iflets and rocks off its north point of entrance. This I called Point 
Philip, lying n. 56W. from Deep Sea bluff, at the diftance of not 
more than eight miles. So tardy was our progrefs in fixing the boun- 
dary of this broken continental ftiore, which we traced from point 
Philip, about 2 leagues in the direftion of n. 78 w., when it again be- 
came divided* into various channels. The moflffpacious one, leading 
to the fouth-weftward, prefented an appearance of communicating with 
the fea. The fhores, on all fides, were high, fteep and rocky ; though 
they feeraed tolerably well clothed with pines of different forts. 

We kept the continental ftiore on board through a very intricate 
narrow branch that took a direftion e. by n. for near 2 leagues, and 
thw terminated as ufual, at the bale of a remarkable mountain, con- 
fpicuous for its irregular form, and its elevation above the reft of the 
hills in its neighbourhood. This I have diftinguiftied in my chart by 
the name of Mount Stephens, in honor of Sir Philip ’’Stephens of 
the Admiralty. It is fituated in latitude 51“!', longitude 233“2o'i and 
may /cr\-?.as an excellent guide to the entrance of the various channels 
with which this country abounds. 

As we profecuted our refeafehes, we vifited a finall Indian village 
fituated on a rocky iflet. The whole of it was nearly occupied, well 
conftrufted for its proteftion, and rendered almoft inacceffible by plat- 
forms, fimilar to •that before deferibed, though not fo ftrong, nor fo 
ingenioufly defigned. The inhabitants did not exceed thirty or for- 
ty perfons, who exaftly correfponded with thofe feen to the fouthward 
of Deep Sea bluff, and from whom we met with, as ufual, a very cordial 
reception, A few indifferent fca-otter fkins, for which they demanded 
more iron than we were inclined to give, comprehended all their ftock 
in trade ; they had a diftant knowledge of a few words of the Nootka 
language; but did not always feem properly to apply them. The nar- 
row 
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Aug "{i paffage by which we had entered, is a channel admiffible for boats 

t « only ; and thence, to the foot of mount Stephens, was merely a chafm in 

the mountains, caufed, probably, by fomc violent efforts of nature. This 
idea originated in its differing materially in one particular from all the 
canals we had hitherto examined ; namely, in its having regular found- 
ings, not exceeding the depth of 13 fathoms, although its fhores, like 
all thofe of the bottomlefs canals, were formed by perpendicular cliffs, 
from their fnowy fummits to the water’s edge. 

The flupendous mountains on each fide of this narrow chafm, pre- 
vented a due circulation of air below, by excluding the rays of the 
fun ; whilfl the cxhaltftions from the furface of the water and the humid 
fhores of the canal, wanting rarefaftion, were, in a great meafure, de- 
tained, like fleam in a condenfed flate ; the evaporation thus produced a 
d('gree of cold and chillnefs which rendered our night’s lodging very un- 
plcafant. 

Thuifdaya. We quitted this unwholefome fituation, at the dawning of the next 
day, and direfted our courfe through another paffage, which, from-.d'.t; 
northern fhore led about a league to the weftward, and then turned to 
the fouth. This channel is rendered exceffively dangerous, owing to the 
number of *rocky iflets, funken rocks, and, by the tides fetting through 
it with great rapidity and irregularity. By breakfafl time, we rcajph^d 
the opening leading to the fouth-weflward, about half a Ipfgue from 
the village wc had vifited the preceding day. Here I intended to 
conclude my cxcurfion as foon as a | 51 ace of rendezvous for the vef- 
fels and boats fliould be found ; in quefl of which we proceeded down 
the opening leading to the fouth-weflward; which I called Wells's 
Passage; this now feemed, on a certainty, to communicate with the 
great channel, which we fuppofed to lead to fi;a. But another branch 
foon appearing that flretched a little to the fouth-weflward of weft, I was 
in hopes my objc6l would have been further attained, by finding fbme 
more wefterly flation for our rendezvous than the end of Wells’s paffage. 
In this hope, w'e continued our examination about 2 leagues, leaving fome 
part of the fhore to the north of us, not fully explored. On landing 
to dine about the time of high water, we fopn perceived a rapid ebb- 
tide coming from the weftward'. This rendered <1 communication with 

the 
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the opeaii^ in that direction, if not impoflible, at leaft very improbable ; 
and as the time, its examination was likely to engage from its apparent y j 
extent, might render my delign ineffe6):ual, I determined to return, leaving 
the launch and cutter to carry on the furvey. Our future meeting I ap- 
pointed near the weft point of Wells’s paflage ; this after Captain Boyles 
of the navy I named Point Boyles ; it is fituated in latitude 50" 51', 
and in longitude 232*52'. 

About one o’clock the next day, we arrived on board, and immedi- Friday 3. 
ately proceeded with the veffels towards the rendezvous, but fo flowly 
that it was faturday evening before we arrived within 2 leagues to the s. Saturday 4. 
E. of it. There the boats joined us, and the want of wind obliged us to 
anchor in 60 fathoms water, on the s.w. fide of a low iftand, about 
half a league from its ftiores, bearing by compafs from n. 42 e. to n. 

38 w. ; point Duff* N.87 E. ; the land of the fouthern ftiore from S.50E. 
to s. 22 w. ; a high ifland appearing to lie nearly in mid-channel, from 
S.55W. to s. 64W. ; arid point Boyles n. 84 w. ; having many rocky 
iflets and rocks in view, too numerous to be here noticed. 

I now became acquainted, that the officers had returned, as direfted, 
to the examination of the continental fhore from the place where I 
quitted it, and on purfuing it to the fouthward, they had* found it in- 
dented with frnall bays, that afforded, like the narrow arm before men- 
tioned, fnug and convenient anchorage ; but the paffages into them 
were intricate and dangerous, owing to the ftrong currents, and the 
many rocky iflets, and funketi rocks, in their neighbourhood. I’he 
arm, leading to the tveftward, that I had been in, was traced to the la- 
titude of 50" 59', longitude 232* 36'. In it were many rocky iflets and 
funken rocks ; vdiich, with the velocity of the tide, rendered it dan- 
gerous, even for the navigation of boats. Near its termination, they 
purfued a verj^ narrow opening on its northern fliore, winding towards 
die E.N.E. replete with overfalls and funken rocks, and ending by a 
cafeade flmilar to feveral that had before been obler\ed. Thefe are 
perfeflly fait, and feem to owe their origin to the tidal waters, which, in 
general, rife feventeen feet, and, at high w'ater, render thefe falls imper- 
ceptible, as the bar or^ obftru6lion, at that time, lies from four to fix 
VoL. 3 A feet 
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Auguft beneath the furface of the fea, and confequently at low water capfes a 

fall of ten or twelve feet; fome of which are twenty yards in width. One 
of thefc Mr. Whidbey afeended nearly at low water, and found the in- 
ternal refervoir to be a fmall lake, or rather a large pond, leemingly of 
deep water, divided into feveral branches, that winded fome diftance 
through low, fwampy woodland country. Thefe falt-water cafeades may, 
probably, be occafioned by the tides flowing with great rapidity, and, af- 
ter they have rifen above thefe obftruftions, aft with confiderable pref- 
fure, ruftiing forward in thofe inland narrow channels, where they foon 
overflow the plain, and, finding an extenlive field for their expanfion, a 
fufficient quantity of water, ‘with die addition of the drains and fprings 
of the country, is dius collefted, to replenifh thefe refervoirs every 
twelve hours, and to caufe a conftant fall during the reflux of the tide. 
Within a few yards of one of thefe cafeades was difeovered a confide- 
rable flream of warm frefh water. 

By this expedition, the continental fhore was traced to the weftern- 
moll land in fight. We had now only to proceed along it, as fooi^jg 
the wind and weather would permit our moving. I’his, however, a 
Sunday g. thick fog and a calm, prevented, until funday afternoon, when a light 
breeze between s.w. and weft, enabled us, by fun-fet, to advance about 
2 leagues to the weftvrard of point Boyles, which, by compafs, bore 
from us s. 85 w. ; an ifland, previoufly confidered to lie in mid-channel, 
but now difeovered to be divided into four or more iflets, s. 38 k. ; the 
moft diftant part of^ the oppolite fhore «fouth, or 5 leagues off ; and 
the neareft taktfn by us to be an ifland, w. s. w. about a league. Thefe 
pofitions are not, however, to be received as cor reft, becaufe the fog, 
ftill continuing, alternately obfeured place after place, in the fouthern 
quarters, fo as to render it imprafticable, either to acquire the true po- 
fition, or even gain a diftinft view of thofe fhores. The northern, 
or continental fide, was not in the like manner, obfeured ; its neareft 
part -bore by compafs north' about half a league from us ; and its 
weftern extremity n. 78 w. Between this point and a cluftcr of 
iflands, bearing weft, a channel appeared to lead along the coaft of the 
main land, in which were fome fmall iflets and rocks ; fouth of the 

duller. 
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clufliQr, t|jc hare and fog rendered it infpoflible to determine of what 
that region principally coniifted, though the imperfeft view we obtain- 
ed, gave it the appearance of being much broken. In this fituation, we 
had 6o and 70 fathoms, muddy bottom ; but, as we had I'ulficient fpace 
to pafs the night in under fail, I preferred fo doing, that we might be 
the more ready to purfue the above-mentioned channel in the morning. 

The wind continuing light in the s.w. quarter, we plied until 
day-break, when the breeze was fucceeded by a calm and a very thick Monday 6. 
fog that obfeured every furrounding objeft until noon, without our 
being able to gain foundings ; fo that we were left to the mercy of 
the currents, dn a fituation that could not fail to occafion the moft anx- 
ious folicitude. The fog had no fooner difperfed, than we found our- 
felves in the channel for which I had intended to fteer, interfperfed 
with numerous rocky iflets and rocks, extending from the above duller 
of iflands towards the Ihore of the continent. The region to the s.w. 

Hill remained obfeured by the fog and haze; at intervals, however, 
fomediing of it might be difeerned, ferving only to Ihew there was no 
great probability of our finding a lets intricate paffage to navigate, 
than that immediately before us along the continental Ihorc ; which mull 
either be now traced by the fhip, or by the boats on a future occafion. 

This made me determine on the former mode, although tliere was rea- 
fon to apprehend it would engage our utmoft attention, even in fair 
weather, to preferve us from latent dangers. The difperfion of the 
fog was attended by flight hreeze from the n. n,w., and as we Hood 
to windward, we fuHUejiif grounded on a bed of funken rocks about 
four in the afternoon. A fignal indicating our fituation was immediate- 
ly made to the Chatham, llie inftantly anchored in 50 fathcjms water, 
about a cable and a half dillant from us, and we immediately received 
all her boats to our affiftance. The ftream anchor was carried out, and 
,an attempt made to heave the Ihip off, but to no effeft. The tide fell 
very rapidly ; and the force with which the Ihip had grounded, had 
occafioned her fewing confiderably forward. On heaving ; the anchor 
came home, fo that we had no refource left but that of getting down 
our topmafts, yards. See. See. Ihoaring up the veffel with fpars and 
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Aug*ft toproafts* and lightening her as much as polTible, by ftarting the 

water, throwing overboard our fuel and part of the ballad: we had taken 
on board in the fpring. Soon after the fliip was aground, the tide took 
her on the ftarboard quarter ; and as die was afloat abaft it caufed her 
to take a hidden fwing, and made her heel fo very confiderably on 
the (larboard lide, which was from the rocks, that her lituation, for a 
few feconds, was alarming in the higheft degree. The (hoars were got 
over with all polTible difpatch, but notwithftanding this, by the time it 
was low water, the (larboard main chains were within three inches of 
the furface of the fea. Happily, at this time, there was not the fmallefl 
(’well or agitation, although' we were in the immediate vicinity of the 
ocean. I’his muft ever be regarded as a very providential circum- 
(lancc, and was highly favorable to our very irkfome and unpleafant 
(ituation, which under the perfuafion of the tide falling as low as had 
been lately oblerved in our feveral boat expeditions, notliing (hort of 
immediate and inevitable de(lru6lion prelentcd itfelf, until towards the 
latter part of the ebb tide, when more than one half of the fliip was. 
fupported by fuch a fufficient body of water, as, in a great meafure, to 
relieve us from the painful anxiety that fo diftrefling a circumftance ne- 
celTarily occqfloned. When the tide was at the lowed, about nine at 
night,, the (hip’s fore foot was only in about 3^ feet water, whiUl her 
(lern was in 4 fathoms. 

In this melancholy (ituation, we remained, expecting relief from the 
returning flood, which to our inexprelTible joy Wfis at length announced 
by the floating of the (hoars, a happy indication .bf the (hip righting. 

» Our exertions to lighten her were, however, unabated, until about two 

Tuefday 7. in the moming ; when the (hip becoming nearly uprjght, we hove on 
the (lern cable, and, without any particular efforts, or much drain, 
had the undefcribable fatisfaflion of feeling her again afloat, without ha> 
ving received the lead apparent injury. We brought up in 35 fathoms 
water, about a quarter of a mile from the bed of rocks from whence 
we had fo providentially efcaped. After about three hours red, all 
hands were employed in the re-equipment of the (hip. The main top- 
gallant top-rope unluckily broke, and by this accident, John Turner, a 
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r»aman, had h*is arm unfortunately fractureu. By noon, the hold was 
rc-ftowed, and the fhip, in every refpcft, ready again to proceed. u— y— 

A light breeze fpringing up from the s.w. about one. o’clock, we were 
again under fail, and knowing of no fafer channel, wc dirctled our 
courfe through that before us, along the continental fliorc. This was a 
narrow paffage, and as we advanced, became more intricate by an in- 
creafed number of rocky iflets and rocks, as well beneath, as above the 
furface of the water ; the former being afeertained by the furf breaking 
with fome violence upon them. This dangerous navigation feemed to 
continue as far as was difcernible towards the ocean, between the fhore 
of the continent and the land forming the oppolite fide of the channel, 
which appeared to be an extenfive range of iflands. 

Having fo recently been prefer ved, from the dangers of a moft. perilous 
fituation, the feene before us, in prefenting a profpeft of many fuch 
fnares, was extremely difeouraging. We had, however, not the Icafl 
hope of finding a lefs difficult way for the execution of the adventurous 
fervice in which wc were engaged ; nor any alternative but to proceed 
W'iih all the poflible circumfpeftion and caution that the nature of our 
fituation would permit, through a channel not more than half a mile wide, 
bounded on one fide by iflands, rocks, and breakers, which in fome places 
appeared alrnofl to meet the continental fhore on the other. However 
intricate, this apparently was the only navigable channel in the neigh- 
bourhood. About five in the afternoon we had fortunately efcaped 
through its narrowed i^rt ; the wind now became light and baffling ; the 
ebb tide fat us toward^alief^cean, where we now had a view of the dil- 
tant horizon, although intercepted by the fame rocky region that fur- 
rounded us in every direftion. About fix o'clock fome of its hidden 
dangers arrefled the progrefs of the Chatham. We inftantly anchored 
in 70 fatlioms water, and fent our boats to her affiflance. Thus, before 
we^had recovered from the fatiguing exertions and anxious folicitude of 
one diftreffing night, the endurance of a fimilar calamity was our por- 
tion for the next. 

I had lefs reafon at firft to hope for the prefervation of the Chatham 
under the circumftances of her difailer, than I had the preceding night 
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Auguft Difcovery ; as the oceanic fwell was here* veryi percepti- 

ble, and caufed a confiderable furf on the Ihore. On the return of our 
fmall boat, I became acquainted that, in confequence of its having fal- 
len calm, file had been driven by the tide on a ledge of funhen rocks, 
but had the confolation of hearing, that although fhe had frequently 
ftruck when lifted by the furge, it had not been violently ; that no da- 
mage had yet been fuftained ; and that her prefent very uncomfortable 
iituation could not be of long duration, as it was nearly half ebb when 
fhe grounded. 

Our prefent anchorage bore by compafs from the rocks, on which the 
Difcovery had flruck, though intercepted by various others, s. 42 e. 5 
miles, and from the ledge of rocks on which the Chatham was then ly- 
ing, s. 61 E. 3 miles diftant. Our fftimated latitude was 51® 2', longi- 
tude 232® 25'. Since the commencement of the month of auguft, the 
foggy weather had totally precluded our making any celeftial obferva- 
tions ; the iituation therefore of the iflands, coafts, rocks, &c. weftward 
from Deep Sea bluff, could only be afeertained by an eftimated protrac- 
tion, which may be liable to errors we had no means to deteft ; hence 
this portion of intricate navigation is not to be implicitly depended upon 
in this particular, as exhibited by the chart ; but the continued direftion 
of the continental Ihore, (the neareft part now bearing by compafs n. e . 
at the diftance of about half a league) w’Jis pofttively afeertained to this 
ftation ; and I truft, its latitude and longitude will not be found to de- 
viate many miles from the truth. 

The rocks between our prefent anchorag^ the ocean having the 
appearance of being almoft impenetrable, Mr. Whidbey was difpatched 
to difeover the moft fafe channel for us to purfue. The day-light juft 
ferved him to execute his commiflion ; and on his return at night he in- 
formed me, that there were three paifages ; one nearly through the cen- 
ter of the rocks ; another about midway between the continental ihere, 
and a very broken country to the fouthward of us ; and a third between 
the neareft clufter of rocks and the continent. This for a fmall diilance 
feemed to be clear ; but further to the north-weftward a labyrinth of 
rocks appeared to ftretch from tlie continent tawards land, forming like 
• * two 
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two i(lan(L. Thcfe rocks nearly joined to the north-eafternmoft about 
. 9 miles from us, bearing by compafs n. 50 w. the wefternmofl; at about v.— v— ^ 
the fame diftance, n. 64 w. 

The neareft clutter of rocks, whofc fouthern part was almott in a 
line with the eatternmott ifland, not quite a league from us, we were to 
pafs to the fouth of ; between them and other rocks and rocky iflets, to 
the wcftward and s.w. forming a channel about two miles wide, in which 
no vifible obftruftion had been difcovcred by Mr. Whidbey. Thefe 
rocks and rocky iflets prefented an appearance of being as nearly con- 
nefted with the fouthern broken fhore, as thofe further north did w'ith 
the continents giving us little to cxpe£l btit a very intricate and ha- 
zardous navigation. 

An extremely thick fog ulhering in the morning of the 8th, precluded 
our feeing or knowing any thing of fhc Chatham’s fltuation ; and obliged 
us to remain in the moft painful ttate of fufpenfe until about nine in the 
forenoon, when the fog in fome meafure difperfing, we had the fatis- 
' faftion of leeing our confort approaching us under fail ; and having a 
light foulherly breeze, with the ebb tide in our favor, we immediately 
w’eighed in order to proceed together through the channel before men- 
tioned between the rocks. ’ •, 

On the return of the boats, lieutenant Baker, wdio had been wit*h our 
people afijfting the Chatham during the night, informed me that latterly 
Ihe had ftruck fo hard, as intirely to difable both the fpare topmatts, 
which had been ufed fop flioars^j but that about half part one they fuc- 
ceeded in heaving heifoff^ithout the appearance of her having fuftained 
any very material damage. Our fails w-erc fcarcely fet when the wind 
became variable ; ,and foon after mid-day partial fogs and a clear at- 
mofphere fucceeded each other in every direftion. Thefe by one o’clock 
obliged us again to anchor in 55 fathoms water, as did the Chatham 
abput 2 miles to the northward of our former ttation, and within a quar- 
ter of a mile of the continental fliore. Here we were detained until 
, nine the following morning, when with a light eaftwardly breeze, and Tiiurf^j 9. 
clear weather, -we direfted our courfe as before dated. On patting near 
the rocks on the eaftern fide of the channel, we had foundings at the 
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Auguii of 28 fathoms, rocky bbttom ; but immediately afterwards gained 

■— no ground with 60 and 70 fathoms of line. As it was my intention to 
feek a channel between the two iflands, the Chatham’s lignal was made 
to lead. The wind being light we advanced flowly, pafling fome very 
dangerous rocks, whofe fituation was only to be known by the breakers 
upon them at low tide, lying about 2 miles to the s.e. of the north-eaftern- 
moA; ifland. 

Though clear immediately overhead, the horizon was encumbered 
with partial fogs in every dire6lion. This rendered the view of fur- 
rounding objefts not lefs limited than undefined, and prevented fuch 
obfervations being made, as' were neceffary for afeertaining our pofitive 
fituation. About noon we were becalmed between thefe iflands, whofe 
ftiores are about two miles and a half afunder ; foundings were obtained 
at the depth of 70 fathoms, rocky bottom. They lie fropi each other 
about north and fouth ; the fouthernmoft is about a league in circuit, 
with a finall ifland lying off its caftern extremity. The northernmofl, 
inftead of being one ifland, as had been fuppofed, was now found to 
comprehend eight or nine finall iflets, lying in a direftion about n. 50 w. 
and occupying in that line an extent of four miles ; their breadth about 
half, or perhaps three quarters of a mile. With the afliflance of the 
boats*a-head, we pafled through this channel about one o’clock. At this 
time a light breeze fpringing up from the north -weft. ward, we ftood to- 
wards the fouthern lliore; it was not, however, as was ufual with the 
north-wefterly winds^ attended wnth clear sind plenfant weather, but with a 
remarkably thick fog ; and having no foundings w^Were obliged to ply to 
windward under an eafy fail until about five o’clock, when we gained 
bottom, and anchored in 55 fathoms water. The fog foon after cleared 
away, and difeovered our fituation to be near the fouthern fhorc, before 
a finall opening at the diftance of about a mile. This by compafs bore 
s. 7 w. ; a channel that appeared to ftretchto the s.e. through the ravige 
of iflands to the foulhward of that we had navigated, bore s. 80 e. and 
feemed tolerably clear of thofe dangers and impediments with which we 
had lately contended. The fouthernmoft of the iflands we had palfed at 
noon bore by compafs n. 7 e. at the diftance of about a league ; and the 
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nortfi-welternmoft of the iflets, n. 8 w. ‘diftant about 2 leagues; a low 
point of land forming the fouth point of an opening on the continental 
fhore N. t4 w. a high dihant mountain being the northernmoft land in 
fight N. 30 w. and the wefternmoft land on the fouthern Ihore s. 55 w. 
Between thefe latter direftions the oceanic horizon feemed perfectly clear 
and uninterrupted. 

We now appeared to have reached tlie part of the coaft that had 
been vifited and named by feveral of the traders from Europe and India. 
The Experiment, commanded by Mr. S. Wedgborough, in auguft, 1786, 
honored the inlet through which we had lately pafled, with the name of 
“Queen Cii arlotte’s Sound;” the opening on the continental 
(hore was difeovered, and called “ Smith’s Inlet,” by Mr. James 
Hanna, the fame year ; the high dihant mountain that appeared to be , 
feparated from the main land, formed part of a clufter named by Mr. 
Duncan “ Calvert’s Islands;” and tlie channel between them and 
the main land, was by Mr. Hanna called “ Fitziiugh’s Sound.” Thefe 
■being the names given, as far as I could learn, by the firft difeoverers of 
this part of the coah, will be continued by me, and adopted in my 
charts and journal. 

Dellitute of any other authority, our eftimated latitude*’ in this fitua. 
lion was 51” 4', longitude 232° 8'. In the evening I vifited the’lhores, 
and found the opening take a winding foutherly dire6lion, dividing the 
liwid moft probably into two or more iflands. Weftward of the opening 
a fandy beach ftrctch^ alon^ the coafl, and afforded tolerably good 
fhelter, with anchor\g«a<^rom 6 to 20 fathoms depth of tvatcr. Some 
detached rocks were obferved to lie at a little diftance from thefe fhorcs. 

. Having a fine -breeze from the eaftward on friday morning, we weighed 
at 7, and flood acrofs Queen Charlotte’s found for the entrance of 
Smith’s inlet. The Chatham being ordered to lead, at half pafl ton 
,inade the fignal for foundings, at the depth of 1 o to 18 fathoms. In this 
fituation the ifland, near which the Chatham had grounded, bore s. 43 e. 
difiant about 6 or 7 leagues ; and the Kibyrinth of rocks that before had 
appeared to extend along the continental fliore, notv feemed to exift no 
further than a low fandy point bearing by compafs e. s. e. at the diftance 
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lu^ft about 2 leagues. The Ihorfes of‘ the main from this * point feemed 
-V— — free from rocks, and poffeffed fome fmall fandy bays to the fouth point 
of entrance into Smith’s inlet, which bore by compafs n. i8 w. about a 
league difrant ; where detached rocks were again fcen to encumber the 
fhore. 

The weather, left unfavorable to our purfuits than for fome time paft, 
permitted our having a tolerably diftinft view of the furrounding coun- 
try. The opening before us, Fitzhugh’s found, appeared to be exten- 
five in a northerly direftion. At noon we found our obferved latitude to 
be 51“ 21', longitude 232" 4'. In this lituation, the fouth point of 
Calvert’s ifland bore by compafs n. 29 w. its wefternmoft 'part in fight 
N. 60 w. two clutters of rocks s. 73 w. and n. 70 w. thefe were difco- 
vered by Mr. Hanna, who named the former “Virgin,” the latter 
“ Pearl Rocks,” both which being low, and at fome diftance from 
the fliore, are dangcroufly fituated. The fouth point of Smith’s inlet 
terminating the continental fhore in a north-wettwardly dire£lion, bore 
by compafs s. 40 e. from which the Virgin rocks, about thirteen miles- 
dittant, lieN.75W. and the Pearl rocks N.gSw, dittant about eight 
miles. 


With intention of continuing the invettigation of the continental fhore 
up Smith’s inlet, the Chatham was direfted that way ; but as we ad- 
vanced, the great number of rocky iflets and rocks, as well beneath as 
above the furface of the lea, and the irregularity of the foundings, in- 
duced me to abandon this defign, and to fteer along the eaftern fide of 
Calvert’s ifland, forming a fteep and bold in quett of “ Port 

Safety,” laid down in Mr. Duncan’s chart, or of any other convenient 
anchorage we might find ; and from thence to difpatch two parties in 
the boats, one to profecute the examination of the broken Ihores to the 
fouth-eaftward of us, the other to explore the main branch of Fitz- 
hugh’s found leading to the northward. In confequence of this detoy-, 
mination, the neceffary fignal was made to the Chatham for quitting 
her purfult ; and we made all fail to the northward. 

On patting that which we had confidcred as the fouth point of Cal- 
vert’s ifland, it proved to be two linall iflets lying near it *, and from the 
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foutkernmoll 6f them, the Virgin and Pearl rocks in a line lie s. 68 w. »79*» 
the former eleven, and the latter four miles diftant. ^Augua. ^ 

As we proceeded up this found, the eaftern fliore ftill continued to be 
much divided by water ; towards the Tea it was of moderate height, 
though the interior country was confiderably elevated ; the whole was 
apparently one intire forefl; of pine trees produced from the chafms in 
the rugged rocks of which the country is formed. The weftern, or 
fliore of Calvert's iflands is firm, and role abruptly from the lea to a very 
great height, feemingly compofed of the fame rocky materials, and like 
the eallern Ihore, intirely covered with pine trees. About four in the 
afternoon a ftnall cove was difeovered on the weftern Ihore, bearing fome Satuidayii. 
refemblancc to Mr. Duncan’s port Safety, but dilfering in its latitude ac- 
cording to our run fince noon. Appearing however likely to anfwer all our . 
purpofes, we hauled in for it ; the Ihorcs we found to be bold, fteep on ei- 
ther fide, and Ibundings at the entrance were from 23 to 30 fathoms, foft 
bottom. We anchored about fix in the evening in 17 fathoms on the 
•fouth fide of the cove, as did tlie Chatham on the oppofite fliore, fteady- 
ing the vellcis with hawfers to the trees. My lirll objeft after the fliip was 
fecured, was to examine the cove. It terminated in a fmall beach, near 
which was a ftream of excellent water and an abundance ‘*of wood: of 
thefe neceflaries we now required a confidcrable fupply ; and as th'e field 
of employment for our boats would be extenfive, there was little doubt 
of our remaining here a fufficient time to replenilh thefe llores. Being 
tolerably well fheltered* in this'eove, I was willing to hope the Chatham 
might with fecurity, * and Without much difficulty, be laid on Ihore to 
examine if Ihe had fullained any damage whilft ftriking on the rocks. 

After giving direftions for the execution of thefe fervices, I ordered 
the yawl, launch, and two cutters belonging to the Difeovery, and the 
Chatham’s cutter to be equipped, fupplied with a week’s provifions, and 
jte be in rcadinefs to depart early the next morning. The boats being 
prepared and fupplied, agreeably to my wifties, we departed about five 
o’clock ; and having proceeded together nearly into the middle of the 
found, I directed Lieutenant Puget and Mr. Whidbey, in the Difeovery’s 
launch and large ctittcr^ to examine the coaft we had left une.xplored 
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» 79 *‘ to the fouth-eaftward, from th 5 termination of the continent in, it? /i.w. 

Auguii* 

» direftion, to a certain point on the eaftern (hore, where Mr. Johnftone^ 
in the Chatham’s cutter, attended by Mr. Humphreys in the Difeovery’s 
fmall cutter, would commence his inquiry. Conceiving the northern 
furvey would be infinitely more extenfive than tliat to the fbuth, I joined 
Mr. Johnflone’s party, in order to fix on a rendezvous where, agreeably 
to my propofed plan, he would on his return find the velTels, or they 
would be on their way from the cove to the place fo appointed. 

Our feparation had fcarcely taken place, when our foutherly breeze 
frefticned to a brilk gale, attended by a torrent of rain. The wind 
however having favored our purfuit, wc reached the caftem fliorc about 
five miles to the northward of the cove where the fhips rode. It w^as low 
but compafl, with one fmall opening only, impalTable for our boats by 
breakers extending acroLs it. On the weftern fide two confpicuous open- 
ings had been obfcrved ; the fouthernmofi had the appearance of being a 
very fine harbour ; the other, about 2 leagues further north, formed a 
pafi'age to fea, in which were fcveral roc ky iflets. About noon we ar- 
rived at the point where Mr. Johnflone’s rcfearches were to commence, 
pearly in the direflion of north from the fhips, and at the diflance of 
about 16 miles. From this point, the north point of the paflage lead- 
ing to’fea, lies s. 39W. 4 miles dillant ; but the thick rainy weather pre- 
vented our feeing any objedls that were to the northward. Increafcd 
torrents of rain, and thick flormy weather from the .s.e. obliged us to 
take fhelter in the fir^ fafe place we could<iifcover, which prelented itfelf 
in a fmall cove, about a mile from the point above-mentioned, where w’e 
'Sunday 12. were Very unpleafantly detained until near noon the following day ; 

when the wind having moderated, and the rain in fo^pe degree abated, 
we refumed our examination along the flarboard or continental fhore, 
extending from the above point about a league and a half in a north di- 
rcHion. Here the inlet divided into two capacious branches ; that ap- 
pearing to be the principal one ftill continued its northerly courfe, the 
other ftrctched e. n. e. and was in general about a mile wide. In order 
to profecute the furvey of the continental fhore, which I prcl’umed this 
to be, the latter became the firit objcH of our examination, for which 
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we quitted thd former, whofe width we eftimated at « league. The in- 
termiffion of the rain was for a fhort time only ; at three in the after- v«— y— 
noon, it again returned with fuch fqually and unpleafant weather, that 
we were neceflitated, at fix, to take up our abode, for the night, on a 
long fandy beach, about eight miles within the entrance of this eaftern 
branch. In the s.k. corner of this beach, was the largeft brook of 
frefh water we had yet feen on the coaft. It bore a very high colour, 
and emptied itfelf into the fea with confiderable velocity. Here the 
mountains which appeared to be a continuation of the fnowy barrier 
from mount Stephens, retired a fmall diftance from the beach, and 
the low land; occupying the intermediate fpace, produced pine trees 
of inferior growth, from a bed of moft and decayed vegetables in 
the ftate of turf, nearly as inflammable as the wood which it produ- 
ced. A continuation of the unpleafant weather confined us to this 
uncomfortable fpot until monday afternoon ; when, about four, we 13- 

again proceeded up the branch, which, from the beach, took a direc- 
tion N. by E. ; the furtheft point feen in that line, was at the diftance 
of about 3 leagues ; this, after palfing an extenfive cove on the ftar* 
board fide, we reached about nine at night. Excepting this cove, and 
that we had deparietl from, none oth^ was feen, the fides'*of this canal 
being coinpofed of compaft Itupendous tnountains, and nearly p(rrpen- 
diculur rocky cliffs, producing pine trees to a confiderable height above 
the fliorcs, and then nearly barren to their lofty fummits, which were 
moftly covered with fnOw. 

During the night, we had muen ram ; me ucai nioi uuig uic weather was Tuefday 14. 
cloudy, with fome paffing fliowers, which at intervals enabled us to ob- 
tain a tolerably diftinfl view of the region before us ; and for the firft time, 
fince the commencement of this expedition, it Ihewed the branch we were 
navigating to be about two miles wide, extending in a n.e. by e. direftion, 
fjjyeral leagues ahead. I had been in continual expe6lation of finding that 
the larboard fliore would prove to be an ifland, in which cafe, on the re- 
turn of the launch and cutter, the veflels Ihould have been removed to its 
northern extremity, and, by that means, the return of the boats that were 
ftill to proceed, would be materially fliortened ; but, feeing little rcafon 
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to indulge this hope any longer, I appointed a rendezvous <witlT Mr. 
Johnftone, a little to the fouth of the entrance into this arm ; where, 
on his return, he would fin»i the vcflels, or they would be on their 
way thither ; and, after bidding him farewell, returned on my way to- 
wards the (hips. 

By noon we had reached the entrance of this branch of the inlet, 
where, on a fmall iflot near its fouth point, I obferved the latitude to 
be 51 ‘’52', making the flation at which I had parted with Mr. John- 
ftone, and which I had concluded to be the continental fhore, in la- 
titude 52“ 3', longitude 232” 19'. This rendezvous was about 37 miles 
from the ftation of the veffels, in as dcfolate inhofpitable a country 
as the moft melancholy creature could be defirous of inhabiting. The 
eagle, crow, and raven, that, occafionally, had borne us company in 
our lonely refearches, vifited not thefe dreary fliores. The common Ihcll- 
fifti, fuch as mufcles, clams, and cockles, and the nettle famphire, and 
other coarfe vegetables, that had been fo highly clfeniial to our health 
and maintenance in all our former e.xcurfions, were fcarcely found, 
any where here, to exift; and the ruins of one miferablc hut, near 
where we had lodged the preceding night, was the only indication we 
faw that hunhan beings ever ref(|ptted to the country before us, which 
appealed to be devoted intirely to the amphibious race ; fcals and fea- 
otters, particularly the latter, were feen in great numbers. 

Having dined, and dedicated a ftiort interval of fun-lhinc to the dry- 
ing of our wet clothes, we made the beft*of our way towards the fhips ; 
where, about midnight, we arrived, moft exceffively fatigued ; the incle- 
mency of the weather having, on this occafion, been more fcverely felt 
than in any of our former expeditions. 

The fame very difagreeablc weather had prevailed on board, attended 
with much more wind than we had experienced. From the s.w. the 
gale had blown particularly hard, which caufed our moft grateful p?. 
fleftions for having providentially reached fo comfortable a place of 
Ihelter, from the dangers that muft neceffarily have awaited our navi- 
gating, in fuch tempeftuous weather, the intricate and unexplored re- 
gion we had fo recently quitted. 


During 
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During, our ‘abfence, a fufiicient quantity of falmoft had been taken, *79®* 
for every perfon on board the veffel ; the neceffary fupplies of wood » - - 
and water were nearly completed ; but the rife and fall of the tide had 
not been equal to our wifties for the purpofe of grounding the Chatham, 
without landing the greater part of her ftores and provifions ; and, as 
the bottom at low tide, was found to be foft mud, unfavorable to fuch 
an operation, that buiinefs was necelfarily deferred. 

The weather, though clear at intervals for a fhort time, continu- 
ing very boifterous, filled our minds with much folicitude for the wel- 
fare of our friends in the boats; particularly thofe detached to the s.e., 
who were greatly expofed not only to its inclemency, but to the vio- 
lence of the fea, which, from an uninterrupted ocean, broke with great 
fury on the fouthern fliores. One confolation, however, always attend- 
ed my anxious concern on thefe perilous occafions, that, in the expo- 
fure of my people to fuch fatiguing and hazardous fervice, I could 
ever depend on their cheerful and ready obedience to the prudent and 
■judicious dire6lions of the officers who were intrufted with the command 
of ihcfe adtenturous expeditions. 

Whillt wc thus remained under much concern for the fafety of our Friday 17. 
detached parties, we were fuddenly furprized by the arrival* of a. brig 
off the entrance of the cove, under Englifli colours. A fight fo uncom- 
mon, created a variety of opinions as to the caule that would induce any 
veffel in a commercial purfuit, (for fo ffie appeared to be employed) to 
vifit a region fo dcfolate and inHbfpitable. Our fufpcnfe, however, was 
at an end on the return of Lieutenant Baker, who informed rne, Ihe was 
the Venus belonging to Bengal,- of 1 10 tons burthen, commanded by Mr. 
Shepherd, lall fron> Nootka, and bound on a trading voyage along thefe 
Ihores ; that having found the price of (kins fo exorbitant on the fea- 
coaft, he had been induced to try this inland navigation, in the hope of 
procuring them at a lefs extravagant price. By him we received the plea- 
fant tidings of the arrival of the Da:;dalus ftore-lhip, laden with a fupply 
.of provifions and (lores for our ufe ; and he acquainted Mr. Baker 
that Sen" Quadra was waiting, with the greateft impatience, to deiiver 
up the fcttlement and territories at Nootka. But, as fortune too frequent- 
ly 
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ly combines difaftVous circumftances with grateful intelligence, Mr. •Shep- 
herd had brought with him a letter from Mr. Thomas New, mailer of 
the Daedalus, informing me of a moft diftrefling and melancholy event. 
Lieutenant Hergcfl: tlie rommander, Mr. William Gooch the aftrono- 
mer, with one of the fcamcn belonging to the Daedalus, had been mur- 
dered by the inhabitants of W^oalioo, whilft on Ihorc procuring water 
at that ifland. A circumflance fo much to be deplored, and fo little to 
be expefted, was fincerely lamented by us all, and feverely felt by my- 
felf, as Mr. Hergcll had, for many years, been my moft intimate friend ; 
he was a moft valuable charafter ; and I had ever efteemed him as a man 
not lefs deferving my refpeft than intitled to my regard. The lofs of Mr. 
Gooch, though I had not the pleafure of his acquaintance, would, un- 
avoidably, be materially felt in tJ\e fervice we had to execute during 
the enfuing part of our voyage. For although Mr. MHiidbey, with 
the afliftance of fome of our young gentlemen, relieved me of conli- 
dcrable labour, by attending to nautical aftronomy ; yet, for the purpofe 
of expediting this arduous fervice on which we were employed, tlu- 
abfence both of Mr. Whulbcy and myfclf frequently bt'canic necclfary. 
whilft the (hips remained llaiionary for fome days, in fituations where 
many opportunities might occur of making various aftronomical ob- 
fervations on fhore. Although we were compelled to appropriate fuch 
time to thofe purfuits as were indifpenfably requifite to determine the 
pofition of different points, promontories and ftations, yet we had little 
leifure for making ‘fuch mifcellaneous oljfervations as would be very ac- 
ceptable to the curious, or tend to the improvement of aftronomy. 

The weather w’as lefs difagreeablc and boifterous the next morning, 
when, to our great fatisfa6lion, the launch and cutte.' returned, without 
having met with any accident, although infinitely fatigued by the feverity 
of the weather, with which they had fo long contended. 

The entrance into Smith’s inlet, was nearly clofed by rocky ifkts, 
fome producing fhrubs and fmall trees, others none ; with innumerable 
rocks, as well beneath, as above the furface of the fea, rendering it a 
very intricate and dangerous navigation for ftiipping. Within the iflets 
and rocks, the northern fhore appeared the clcarcft ; but the oppofiu* 
« fitle 



ROUND THE WORLD. 


377 


fide not* be approached without (bme difficulty, not only from 

the numerous rocks, but from a great oceanic fwell occafioncd by v— 
tlie prevailing tempelluous weather. From the entrance into die inlet, 
whofe north point lies from its fouth point n . 20 e ., about a league 
diflant, they found it extend, nearly in an eaft direftion, about 6 
leagues; here it took* a turn to the north-eaftward, and terminated in 
latitude 51" 24', longitude 232” 47'^. About 3 leagues within the en- 
trance, the rocks and iflets ceafed to exift, and the inlet contraftod to a 
general width of about half a mile ; though, in particular places, it was 
near twice that diflance from fhore to fhore ; both of which were form- 
ed by high rocky precipices covered with wood. 

About half way up the canal a village of the natives was difcovered, 
which our gentlemen fuppofed might contain two hundred or two hun- 
dred and fifty perfons. It was built upon a detached rock, connedled 
to the main by a platform, and, like thofe before mentioned, conftruft- 
cd for defence. A great number of its inhabitants, in about thirty ca- 
noes, vifited our party, and ufed every endeavour, they thought likely, 
to prevail on them to vilit their habitations. They offered the fkins of 
the fea-otter and other animals to barter ; and belide promifes of re- 
frcfhmcnt, made figns too unequivocal to be mifunderflood;. that the fe- 
male part of their fociety would be very happy in the pleafure of* their 
company. Having no leifure to comply with thefe repeated felicita- 
tions, tlie civil offers of the Indians were declined ; and the party con- 
tinued their route back*, keeping the northern or continental fhore on 
board. On the 16th they entered another opening, about a league to 
the north of the north point of Smith s inlet. The entrance into this, 
feemed lefs dangerous than the former ; it had, however, on its fouth- 
ern fide, many rocky iflets and rocks ; but they difcovered no one be- 
low the furface of the water, nor any danger that could not eafily be 
avoided ; and, by keeping on the north fide of the entrance which is 
about half a league acrofs, a fair navigable paffage was found about half 
a mile wide, between the north fhore and the rocky iflets that lie off its 
fouthern fide. Along this the continent was traced about a league, 
in an eafl direfiion, where the opening took its courfc n. 15 e., about 
VOL. I. ' 3C . _ T 6 miles, 



378 


A VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY 


^uguft miles, nnd terminated in Isititude 51“ 42', longitude 232®2a^. About 
i^v a league and a half fouth of this ftation, a fmall branch extends about 
four miles to the w. n.w. ; and, half a league further fouth another 
ft retches about the fame diftance, to the n.e. 

In this inlet, which I have diftinguifhed by the name of Rivers’s 
Canal, the land continued of a more moderate height, further up, 
than had generally been found to be the cafe: but where it branched 
off in the above direftions towards its head, the Ihorcs were compofed 
of higli fteep rocky mountains, and, like Smith’s inlet, and many other 
canals of this kind that we had examined, afforded no Ibundings in the 
middle with 80 fathoms of line ; though in the bays, found in moft of 
thefc canals,^ anchorage may, in all probability, be procured. Having 
finally examined thefc branches, they returned, by a very narrow 
intricate channel, on the northern fliore, leading through an immen- 
fity of rocky iflets and rocks, until they reached Point Ad den- 
brook, and again arrived on the eaftern fliore of Fiuthugh’s found; 
making the land they had paffed, in going up this laft inlet, on their 
larboard fide, an ifland about fix or feven miles long. The continental 
Ihore, abreaft of this ftation, having been fo far afeertained, their fup- 
ply of provifions being exhaufted, and being greatly fatigued by the 
inclement weather, they returned on board without proceeding agreea- 
bly to my original defign to the northern extremity allotted to their 
examination. The further labour, however, of this party, I deemed 
unneceffary, having become perfeftly fatisfied as to the intermediate 
fpace. Every thing was therefore direfted to be taken from the Ihore, 
that we might fail in the morning towards the rendezvous I had appoint- 
ed with Mr. Johnftone. <• 

Since my return from the laft boat expedition, I had fortunately ob- 
tained, during the few fliort intervals of fair weather that had occurred, 
fome tolerably good obfervations for the latitude and longitude of tl^s 
ftation. The former, by three meridional altitudes of the fun, appear- 
ed to be 51° 32', the latter, 232“ 3' 15": the variation of the compals, 
1 7" 7' edit wardly. This cove is at its entrance, the points of which lie 
from each other n. 30 w. and s. 30 e., about a quarter of a mile wide; 
and from thence, to its head, in a direflion s. 68 w., about a mile. A fmall 
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rock ;md, two .rocky iflets lie off its norkh point of entrance. It un- 
doubtedly bore fome refemblance at firft to Mr. Duncan’s port Safety ; 
but on reference to particulars, differed very materially. Mr. Duncan 
places port Safety in latitude 51® 41*; and in his (ketch, takes no notice 
of the above-mentioned iflets and rocks. By him port Safety is recom- 
mended as a very proper place for cleaning and refitting veflels ; and he 
fays, that the oppofite fhore is not more than 6 or 7 miles diftant. 
We however found the oppofite fhore within a league of us ; and at the 
entrance of the cove, inftead of 100 fathoms, as flaied by Mr. Duncan, 
we had only 30 fathoms water ; decrealing gradually to its head, the 
whole a foft muddy bottom, and confequently very improper for the 
operations of cleaning or repairing veflels. Notwithflanding this mani- 
feft difagreement, there were thofe amongfi us, who having heard Mr. 
Duncan’s difeourfe on this fubjeft, infifted upon the certainty of its be- 
ing his port Safety. In this opinion however, I could not concur, for 
the obvious reafons above flated, and was more inclined to fiippole^ 
that the opening I had fecn when in the boats on this fliore, to the 
fouth of that which led to fea, was Mr. Duncan’s port Safety, as that 
correfponded nearer in point of latitude, and had more the appearance of 
a port than this fmall cove : it however is the firfl place that affords fafe 
and convenient anchorage on the weftern fliore, within tlie fuuili entrance 
into Fitzhugh’s found, and proved a comfortable retreat to us from the 
dangerous fiiuations to which we had fo recently been expofed. Hence 
1 have diftinguifhed it by the i\ame of Safety Cove; and have only 
further to add, that the rife and fall of the tide was’ about ten feet, and 
that it is high water at the time the moon palfes the meridian. The fame 
circumflanccs refpefting the tides were obferved by thofe employed in 
the boat excurfions from this flation. 

In the morning of the 19th, we failed out of Safety cove, having, 
ffir the firft time finco the commencement of the prefent month, a plea- 
fant breeze from the s. f.. with fercnc and cheerful weather. About 
eleven o’clock we had the gratification of being joined by our other 
boat party ; and from Mr. Johnflone I learned, that about 4 miles to 
the N. E. of the fpot wdiere 1 had quitted them, they purfued a narroM- 
branch of the inlet winding to the fou\h and fouth-wcllward, to the la- 
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tuguft 51'* 57Vkdue fouth of the place of our reparation, yhe^incle- 

-N — f mency of the weather detained them in this fituation until the 16th, 
when they purfued the main branch of the inlet, which is from one to two 
miles broad, in a north-eallerly direction, to a point which I called by the 
name of Point Menzies, after Mr. Menzies who had accompanied 
me, and afterwards Mr. Johnllone, in this excurfion ; here the inlet di- 
vides into three branches, each nearly as wide as that they had navi- 
gated. The firft led to the n,w. the fecond to the northward, and the 
other to the fouth. Several leagues to the s.w. of point Menzies, the 
. water had affumed a pale white colour, and was not very fait, which had 
encouraged them to pufh forward in conllant cxpe6):ation of finding its 
termination ; but on reaching the above ilation, all hopes intirely va- 
niflied of carrying their refearches further into execution, having ex- 
tended their excurfion beyond the time I had preferibed, and the period 
for which they had been fupplied with provifions. Thefe on the morn- 
ing of the 17th, being nearly expended, Mr. Johnftone confidered it 
moft prudent to decline any further invelligation, and to return to the 
(hips. Thefe they reached two days afterwards, almoft exhaufted with 
hunger and fatigue. 

The country they had vifited differed in no one refpeft from the ge- 
neral, appearance we had long been accullomed to, nor did any thing 
occur to vary the continual famenefs, or chequer the dreary melancholy 
feene before them, if we except their finding near the conclufion of 
their exahaination, a canoe about forty fijet long, hauled up by the fide 
of a miferable hut, near which was the remains of a fire ftill burning ; 
indicating the vicinity of fome human beings, for whom they left in the 
canoe fome copper, nails, and other trifles ; thefe on ^their return were 
found in the fame flate, without any appearance of the canoe or hut 
having been vifited in their abfence ; but concluding the natives could 
not be far removed, they added a few more articles to their former do- 
nation. The foil in this place was principally compofed of roots, leaves,' 
and other decayed vegetable matter, and the fire that had been kindled, 
had caught this fubftance, and made confiderable progrefs on the 
furface. 


Had 
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Ha 4 Mr. Johnllone found a terminatioil to the inlet/ under his exami- 
nation, I ftiould have proceeded up the main arm of this found to the 
northward along the fhore of the continent, in quell of a more north- 
erly palfage to lea ; but as that had not been effefted, I purfucd that 
which I had feen from the boats leading tp the wellward through Calvert’s 
iflands; being now rcfolved, in confequence of the intelligence I had 
received from Nootka, to abandon the northern furvey of the conti- 
nental Ihorc for the prefent feafon. This I had othcrwife intended to 
have continued at leaft a month longer ; but as the diftrelling event of 
Mr. Hcrgeft’s death necelTarily demanded my prefence in the execution 
of His Majefty’s commands at Nootka, I determined to repair thither 
immediately. This determination favored alfo another defign I much 
wilhed to execute, namely, that of extending the examination of the 
coall this autumn, fouthward from ‘cape Mendocino, to the fouthern- 
moft point of our intended inveftigations in this hcmifphere. Having 
the greatell reafon to be fatislied with the refult of our fummer’s employ- 
ment, as it had by the concurrence of the moll fortunate circumftances 
enabled us finally to trace and determine the weftern continental fhore of 
North America, with all its various turnings, windings, numerous arms, 
inlets, creeks, bays, &c. &c. from the latitude of 39° 5', longitude 236® 
36', to point Menzies, in latitude 52“ 18', longitude 232“ 55'; wa took 
our leave of thefe northern folitary regions, whofe broken appearance 
prefented a profpeft of abundant employment for the enfuing feafon, 
and direfted our route through.the palfage above-mentioned, in order to 
make the bell of our way towards Nootka. 


CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER X. 

PcfJJage from FUzhugh's fowid to Nootka — Arrival m Friendly Cove-— 
TravJdBum there^ particularly thofe reJpeBing the cejjion of Nootka — 
Remarks on the commerce of North-voefl America — Aflronomical obferva- 
lions. 


1792. . 

Augllli.* 


I > 

Sunday 19. 


Mon^' 


y 20. 


Tucfday fi. 


H AVING on the igth direfted’ our courfe towards a pafTage, which 
appeared to lead to the ocean as ftated in the lafl chapter, its n.e. point 
of entrance was found to be tituated in latitude longitude 232" 1'; 

fouih of this point lies a funken rock, which though near the Ihore is 
dangerous, being vifible at low tide only by the furf that breaks upon it. 
In turning into the channel we mull have paflecl twice very near it, 
but did not difeover it until we were fome diftance beyond it ; and had 
not light baffling winds retarded our progrefs, it would have efcaped 
our notice. From the point above-mentioned the paffage extends s. 60 v^^ 
about 7 miles ; its northern fhore is compofed of rocky iflets and rocks, 
with fome fcattered, rocks lying off its Southern fhore : between tbefe 
and the rocky iflets is the paffage, generally from one to two miles wkle, 
without any apparent obflruflion, yet it is rendered unpleafant by the 
want of foundings, as within 50 and 100 yards of thf fhore, on either 
fide, no bottom could be obtained, with 150 fathoms of line. In tliis 
very difagreeable fituation we were detained by feint unfteady winds 
until eleven at night, when, by the affiflance of a light breeze from the 
s.E. we reached the ocean, and flood to the fouth-weftward. 

The next morning was very unpleafant ; frefh fqualls from the s.k., 
attended with thick rainy weather, continued until noon the following 
day, when it cleared up, and we faw Scot’s iflands, bearing s. 22 k., 
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about <] leagucs'diftant. The wind during* the day wa£/ light and varia- 
ble, though attended with fair weather ; in the evening it fccmed fixed t,. . ^ .1 i 
at s.s.w.i when, not being able to pafs to windward of Scot’s iflands, 
our courfe was direfted to the north of them, towards cape Scot, having 
foundings and a foft muddy bottom at the depth of 80 and 90 fathoms, un- 
til about nine in the evehing, when the water fuddenly Ihoaled from 60 to 

17 fathoms, and the bottom became rocky. On this we inftantly flood 
back to the weflward, left we fhould approach fome danger, but wc did 
not perceive either breakers or fhoals, although the night was ftill and 
clear. Thefe foundings were from the wefternmoft of Scot’s iflands n. 

18 E. about 5 leagues ; from this circumftance, and from the diftant 
rocks and fhoals wc faw extending from the fhores of Calvert’s iflands, 
it is highly neceffary that the fpace between Calvert’s and Scot’s iflands 
fhould be navigated with great caution. 

We were detained about Scot’s iflands by light variable winds until 
the 24th ; when we paffed to the fouth of them, and continued to the 24, 
eaflward along their fbuthern fhores. 

The weflernmoft of them is fituated in latitude 50“ 52', longitude 
231® 2'. The group confifls of three fmall and almoft barren iflands, 
with many fmall rocks and breakers about them. Weft from iJie weflern- 
inr)ft of them, a ledge of rocks extends about two miles, and foutli of 
it is another about a league diftant. The eafternmoft of Scot’s iflands 
being much larger than the reft, may probably be the fame to which 
Mr. Hanna gave the name of Cox’s Ifland by others of the tra- 
ders it has been reprefented as a part of the main ; this is certainly 
wrong, and as Mr. Hanna’s chart is very erroneous, even in point of 
latitude, no certaii^ conclufion can be drawn. 

The wind, which was from the w'efttvard, was fo light, that it was not 
until the forenoon of the 25th that we paffed the n.w. point of the large Saturday 25. 
ifland, which forms the foutli and weftern fhores of the gulph of Georgia 
and Otieett Charlotte’s found. This point (called by former vifitors 
Cape Scott,”) is fituated in latitude 50® 48', longitude 231*40’, and with 
the eafternmoft of Scot’s iflands, forms a paffage which appears to be 
about four miles wude. About cape Scot the land is compofed of hills of 

moderate 
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Au^ft “moderate height> though to 'the fouth-eaftward it foon become? very 
^ mountainous, and at the diftance of 3 or 4 leagues appeared to be much 
broken and to form many inlets, coves, and harbours, all the way to 
Woody point, which we palfed in the afternoon within the diftance of 
about 2 miles ; it is fituatedin latitude 50“ 6', longitude 232“ 17'. Weft 
from it lies a fmall rocky iflet about half a league 'diftant, and another 
larger one lying n. 28 w. about a league from the north part of tlie 
point, which is an extenfive and projefling promontory. 

From Woody point as we failed along the fliore to the eaftward, we 
law feveral openings in the land, which was about three or four miles 
from us, that appeared like coves and harbours. Innumerable rocky 
iflets and rocks lined the Ihores, which as we advanced became low, but 
the country behind fwelled into hills of confiderable height divided by 
many valleys ; beyond thefe it rofe* to mountains fo elevated, that at this 
leafon of the year many patches of fnow were yet undiflblved. 

As I intended to afcertain the outline of the coaft from hence down 
to Nootka; at dark we brought to, about 6 leagues to the eaftward of • 
Woody point, in expeSation of accomplilhing this defign the following 
day, but in this I was difappointed ; the n.w. wind was fucceeded by 
Tucfday 28. light winds#‘ which continued until the afternoon of the 28th, and pre- 
vented in the prefent inftance my acquiring fuch authority as I deemed 
necelTary for delineating this part of the coaft. 

Foggy weather during the forenoon precluded us the advantage of 
fteering for Nootka with the favorably wind ‘that prevailed from the 
N.W., but on its clearing away about two we fteered for that port. On 
reaching its entrance we were vilited by a Spanilh officer, who brought 
a pilot to conduft the veflel to anchorage in Friendly cove, where we 
found riding his Catholic Majefty’s brig the Aflive, bearing the broad 
pendant of Sen*^- Don Juan Francifeo de la Bodega y Quadra, comman- 
dant of the marine eftabliffiment of St. Bias and California. 

The Chatham, by the partial clearing of the fog, had found her way^^ 
in fome time before us : the Dsdalus ftore (hip, and a fmall merchant 
brig called the Three Brothers of London, commanded by Lieutenant 
Alder of the navy, were alfo there at anchor- 


As 
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As ^enV Quadra refided on fhore, I fene Mr. Puget to acquaint him 
with our arrival, and to fay, that I would falutc the Spanilh flag, if he ^ j-— * 
would return an equal number of guns. On receiving a very polite 
anfwer in the affirmative, we faluted with thirteen guas, which were re- 
turned, and on my going on fhore accompanied by fome of the officers, 
we had the honor of being received with the greateft cordiality and at- 
tention from the commandant, who informed me he would return our 
vifit the next morning. 

Agreeably to his engagement, Seri'^- Quadra with feveral of his officers 
came on board the Difcovery, where they breakfafted, and were faluted with Wcdncf. 23: 
thirteen guns on their arrival and departure :*the day was afterwards fpent 
in ceremonious offices of civility, with much harmony and fcflivity. As* 
many officers as could be fparcd from the veflels with myfelf dined with 
Sen' Quadra, and were gratified with* a repaft we had lately been little 
accu Homed to, or had the mofl diflant idea of meeting with at this places 
A dinner of five courfes, confifting of a fuperfluity of the beft provi- 
fions, was lerved with great elegance ; a royal falute was fired on drink- 
ing health to the fovereigns of England and Spain, and a falute of 
feventcen guns to the fuccefs of the fervice in which the Difcovery* 
and Chatham were engaged. 

Maquinna, who was prefent on this occafion, had early in the morn- 
ing, from being unknown to us, been prevented coming on board the 
Dil'cover)' by the centinels and the officer on deck, as there was not in his 
ap])carance the fmalleft iitdicaticvn of his fuperior rank. Of this indignity 
he had complained in a moft angry manner to Sen*- Quadra, who very 
obligingly found means to footh him ; and after receiving fome prefents of 
blue cloth, coppej-, See. at breakfaft time he appeared to be fiitisfied of 
our friendly intentions : but no fooncr had he drank a few glalfes of wine, 
than he renewed the fubjetl, regretted the Spaniards were about to quit 
the place, and afl'erted that we fhould prefently give it up to fome* 
other nation ; by which means himfclf and his people would be con- 
flantly diflurbed and harrafl'ed by new mailers. Sen'- Quadra took much 
pains to explain that.it was our ignorance of his perfon which had oe- 
cafioncd the millake, and that himfclf and fubjetls would be as kindly 
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Ai?guft treated by the EAglifli, as they had been by the Spaniards. He itemed 
at length convinced by Sen'* Quadra’s arguments, and became recon- 
ciled by his aflurances that his fears were groundlefs. On this occafion 
I could not help obferving with a mixture of furprize and pleafure, how 
much the Spaniards had fucceeded in gaining the good opinion and 
confidence of thefe people ; together with the very' orderly behaviour, 
fo confpicuoufly evident in their condu6l towards the Spaniards on all 
occafions. 

The tents, obfervatory, chronometer, inftruments, &c. were fent on 
Thursday 30. fliorc the following day, and all hands were bufily employed on the fe- 
yeral necelfary duties of the' fhip, fuch as caulking, overhauling the rig- 
'ging and fails, cleaning the hold and bread room for the reception of 
ftores and provifions. The boats, in confequence of the fervices they 
had performed during the fummer,' were in want of much repair, and 
were hauled on ftiore for that purpofe. 

From the unfortunate death of Lieutenant Richard Hergcft, late agent 
to the Daedalus, 1 confidered it expedient that an officer ffiould be appointed ' 
to that ftorelhip, and I therefore nominated Lieutenant James Hanfon of 
the Chatham to that office ; Mr. James Johnftone, mafter of the Chat- 
ham, I appointed to the vacant lieutenancy ; and Mr. Spelman Swaine, 
one of my mates, to be mailer in the Chatham. 

In the forenoon I received an official letter from Sen""- Quadra refpeft- 
ing the reftitution of this place, with feveral copies of a correfpondence 
refulting from the inquiries he had madQ during his rcfidence here, re- 
fpefling the Englilh eftablilhinents on this coall, at the time the Britilh 
vefleis were captured, and the Spaniards effefted an ellablilhment at 
Nootka. On this occalion I confidered myfelf very fortunate in finding 
a young gentleman, (Mr. Dobfon,) on board the llore-lhip, who fpoke 
and tranflated the Spanifti language very accurately, and who politely 
offered me his fervices. 

The. Chatham was hauled on Ihore the next day to examine her bot- ' 
tom, and to repair the damage Ihe had fullained by getting a-ground. 
A part of the gripe, a piece of the fore-foot, with part of the main, and 
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falfe keels^ were broken olF, and fome of»the copper Bras torn away in 
different places. » — 

Sen"* Galiano and Valdes arrived the following day from the gulph of Saturday i. 
Georgia ; they had purfued a route through Queen Charlotte’s found to 
the fouthward of that which we had navigated, and obligingly favored 
me with a copy of Iheir furvey of it. 

Mr. Dobfon having tranflated Sen"* Quadra’s letter and the documents 
accompanying it, it appeared that Sen' Quadra had, after his arrival at 
Nootka in april, 1792, commiffioned all the veffels under his command 
to infpeft the coaft ; in order that the proper limits to be propofed in the 
rcRitution of j^hefe territories might be afeertained, and that the feveral 
commanders might inform themfelves of all the matters and circum- 
ftanccs that preceded the capture of the Argonaut and Princefs Royal 
merchantmen in the year 1789. 

Sen'- Quadra Rated, that the court of Spain had expended large Aims 
in fuRaining the department of St. Bias, with the foie view of its being 
an auxiliary to other cRablifliments which were then in contemplation of 
being formed. That Nootka was feen in the year 1774, and in 1775 
poRcflion was taken 2" to the fouth, and 6® to the north of it ; and as in 
this fpacc Don Eflevan Jofejili Martinez fouitd no kind of liRablifhment 
whatever, that therefore no one fhould take it ill that he (Martinez) 
fliould difpute his prior right to the port. Under the orders of the vice- 
roy of New Spain, Martinez entered Nootka, and took pofleflion the 
.3 th of may, 1789, with. vifible^demonRrations of joy in the Indians ; and 
afterwards fortified the place, without any objeftion being made on the 
part of a Portugiiefe commander of a trading brig called the Ephigenia, 
then in the cove. On the arrival of the Columbia and Wafliington 
American veffels, he examined their papers and paffporls, as he had be- 
fore done thofc of the Portuguefc; and difapproving fome exprcffions 
contained in thofe of the Columbia, flie was detained until an explanation 
took place, when flie was releafed. The Englifh fchooner North WeR 
America, and Roop Princefs Royal, arrived foon afterwards, and were 
permitted to depart after receiving the moR friendly attention. Captain 
Colnett commanding the Englifli veffcl Argonaut, fearing to enter, the 
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TS vanifiied ; but as Captain Ooln^rtt did 
not of the country, but wiftied to 


Tortif 
hinsj 
trhom^ 



an Englifli fadory, Martinez arrefled 
The like conduft was obfervcd towards 
I '^dibn, who coifedMiffldfed the Princefs Royal, on his return to 
Nootka. The veffels of bodi were detained. 

Ty» wasthe rerf fituation of things, fays Sen*- Quadra, who offers to 
demonlhate in the moil uli0quiyocal manner that the injuries, prejudices, 
and uhirpaidons>aS|^F^fn<<£fente^^ by Captain Meares, were chimerical : tliat 
• Martinez had no prize of any veffels, nor did he break 
the treaty of pi^a^, of vioUste the laws of hofpitality : that the natives 
wdl'dilfm, db^^^ accompanying his letter will prove, 

Mrk Memfes had no Ollla' habitation on the ffiores of Nootka than 
' a fmall hut, which; he abandoned wllen he left the place, and which did 
not e?dff on the arrival of- Mnrtinez: that he bought no land of the chiefs 
of the adjacent Villagd^ f that the Ephigenia did not belong to the Eng- 
lifli ; that Miulinea did ‘hot t^^ detain the lead part of her cargo;, 

and; that hfei Ctdnett waa treated with the greatefl; dillinftion at St. Bias, 
and hk officers and Crew received the wages of the Spanifli navy for the 
time of their detention : that the vcffel and cargo w^ere reftored, and 
that Mr, Colnett obtained a great number of Ikins on his return to 
Nootka. 


Thefe ohpcundlancesduly confidered, adds Sen*- Quadra, it is evident 
that Spain has nothing to deliver up, nor damage to make good ; but that 
as he wastlcfirous of removing every obftacle to the eftabliftiment of a folid 
and pernianent peace, he was ready, mtfwut prejudice to the legitimate 
right ^Spcdn) to cede to England the houfes, offices, pd gardens, that 
had with fo much labour been ereblcd and cultivated, and that himfelf 
* Meaning wouklretirB to Fuca * ; obferving at the fame time, that Nootka ought to 
mcnuh^*^* ^ northwardly Spanifli fettlement, that there the dividing 

had in the point (hoi^ bc fixcd, and that from thence to tlie northward ffiould be 

entrance of * r i i i • r i i • * 

Dc FueVs free for entrance, ufe and commerce to boili parties, conformably with the 

fifth article of the convention; that eftablilhments fhould not be formed 

without 
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without permiffion of the refpeftive courts, and that yic Englifli ftibuld * 79 ®« 
not pafs to the fouth of Fuca. uSS 

After enumerating thefe particulars. Sen'* Quadra concludes his letter 
by expreffing, That if I fhould find any difficulty in reconciling what he 
had propofed, or if I fiiould have any other honorable medium to offer 
that might be the moans of terminating this negociation, and fecure 
the defircd peace, he be'gged I would communicate it to him. 

The documei/ls kccom’panying this letter were copies of a correfpon- 
dence between Sen*- Quadra and Don Francifeo Jofeph De Viana, the 
commander of the Ephigenia ; Mr. Robert Gray and Mr. Jofeph In- 
graham, commanders of the Columbia and Wafhington ; from all of whom 
Sen*^- Quadra appears to have folicited every information rcfpc6ling the 
tranfatlions at Nootka, previoufly to his arrival, and the rcafons which 
induced Mr. Mcarcs to reprefent things to the prejudice of Don Eftevan . 

Jofeph Martinez. The Portuguefe captain briefly lets forth, that his vefTel 
was feized, and that he was made prifoner by Don Martinez ; during 
his captivity he was very well treated, and on his being liberated his 
vellel and cargo were completely rellored, and he was furnifhed wdth 
whatever provifions and fupplies he required. He alfo dates, that 
when Don Martinez entered Nootka,. tliere w^as not the |caft remains 
of a houfc belonffinff to the Endifli. 

r> o w • 

Sen'- On.adra had addreffed Mr, Gra)- and Mr. Ingraham jointly, and 
conleqnently they both replied to him in the fame way. Thefe gentle- 
men date, that on the arrival of Don Edevan Jofeph Martim-z, in 
Frietidly cove, the 5th of may, 1789, he found there the Ephigenia 
only ; the Columbia being at that time 6 miles up the found at Mah- 
winna; the Wafhington and North-Weft America being then on a 
cruize. Martinez demanded the papers of each vcflel, and their reafons 
why they werfc Ht anchor in Nootka found, alledging, that it belonged 
to his Catholic h^efty. Captain A%na, of the Portuguefe veflcl, an- 
fwered, that he l^ad put in there in diftrefs to wait the arrival of Captain 
Meafes fit)m Macao, who w'as daily expefted with fupplies, and that on 
his receiving them he fhould depart ; thac Captain Meares had failed from 
Nootka in 1788, under the colours of Portugal, had a Portuguefe 

captain 
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captiiin with hiirl^ on board, ^ind was ej^pefted to return with him in 
the fame veflel, which with the Ephigcnia belonged to a merchant at 
Macao. The Ephigenia wanting provifions and florcs, the fame were 
fupplied by Martinez, who feeming fatisfied with tlie anfwers which he had 
received from the feveral commanders, not the leaft mifunderftanding 
was fufpefted. On the loih of may arrived the Garlos Spanifh fliip. 
Captain Arro, and on the following day Martinez captured the Ephige- 
nia, and his reafon alfigned for fo doing, as thefe gmilemjtinrU 7 iderJlood,\irx%, 
that in the Portuguefe inftruftions, they (the Portuguefe) were ordered 
to capture any Englifli, Spanifh, or Ruffian vcffel they might meet on 
the N.w. coafl of America, and could take. This was afterwards faid 
to have been a miftake, originating in a want of due knowledge in read- 
ing the Portuguefe language. The veffel and cargo were liberated, and 
Martinez fupplied the Ephigenia’s , wants from the Princifla, enabling 
her, by fo doing, to profecute her voyage without waiting for the re- 
turn of Mr. Meares. They then proceeded to flate that, on the arrival 
of the Columbia in the year 1788, there was a houfe, or rather a hut, 
made by the Indians, confifting of rough polls covered with boards ; 
this was pulled down the fame year, the boards were taken on board the 
Ephigenia, and the roof was given to Captain Kendrick, fo that on the 
arrival of Martinez in may, 1789, there was no veftige of any houfe 
remaining. That Mr. Meares had no houfe, and as to land, they had 
never heard, although they had remained nine months amongfl; the na- 
tives, that he had ever purchafed any in Nootka found. From Maquvtv- 
na and other chiefs they had underftood, that Mr. Kendrick was the 
only perfon to whom they had ever fold any land. 

The North- Weft America is flated by thefc gentlemen to have arrived 
the 8lh of June, and that on the following day the Spaniards took pof- 
felfion of her ; ten days afterwards came the Princefs Royal, command- 
ed by Mr. Hudfon from Macao, who brought the news of the failure 
of the merchant at Macao, to whom the Ephigenia and other vcffels be- 
longed. That Martinez affigned this as a reafon for his capturing the 
North-Weft America, (although ftie was feized before the arrival of the 
Princefs Royal) that he had detained her as an indemnification for the 
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bills pf eKchange, drawn on her owner id favor of HiS Catholic Majefty. 

That Captain Hudfon, after having been treated with the kindeft atten- i— iT— 
tion by the commodore and his officers, failed with the Princefs Royal 
from Nootka the 2 d of July ; and that the fame evening arrived the 
Argonaut, Captain Colnett. 

Mr. Gray and Mr.?^pgraham Hate alfo, that they heard Mr. Colnett 
inform Don Martinez that he had come to hoift the Britifh flag, and to 
take formal poITeflion of Nootka ; and that, in conjunftion with Mr. 

Mearcs and fome other Englifli gentlemen at Macao, he had concluded 
to creft a fort, and fettle a colony. To this the Spanilh commodore 
replied. That he had taken poffeffion already in the name of His Catho- 
lic Majefty. Captain Colnett then alked, if he ftiouldbe prevented from 
building a houfe in the port ? the commodore replied. That he was at 
liberty to erefl. a tent, to wood and to water, after which he would be 
at liberty to depart when he pleafed. Captain Colnett faid that was not 
what he wanted, that his obje6l was to build a block-houfe, erc£l a fort, 
and fettle a colony for the crown of Great-Britain. To this Don Martinez 
anfwercd. No ; that in his acceding to fuch a propofal lie (hould violate 
the orders of his king, relinquifti the Spaniards’ claim to the coaft, and 
rifk the lofing of his commiflion. Beflde which the commodore ftatedr 
that Mr. Coliieti’s vtflcl did not belong to the King of Great-Britain, 
nor was Mr. Colnett invefted with pov/ers to tranfatl any fuch public 
bufinefs. Captain Colnett replied, I’hat he was a king’s officer ; but 
Don Martinez obferved, I'hat his being on half-pay, and in the mer- 
chants’ fervicc, rendered his commiflion as a lieutenant in the Britifh 
navy of no confequence in the prefent bufinefs. In converfation af- 
terwards on this ;^ubjeft, as we were informed, (fay thefe gentlemen) for we 
were not prefent during this tranfa£lion, fome difpute arofe in the Prin- 
cifla’s cabin ; "olT^^ich Don Martinez ordered the Argonaut to be feized. 

Soon after this ^le Princefs Royal returned, and, as belonging to the 
fame company, Ihe commodore took pofleflion of her alfo. With refpeft 
to their tftatment whilft prifoners, tlielc gentlemen fay. That although 
they have not read Mr. Meares’s publication, they think it impoflible 
that tlie officers and crew of the Argonaut can be backward in confeffingi 

that 
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* Some cir- 
cumflances, 
in contradic 
tion to the 
whole of 
thefc eviden- 
ces, wtiich 
afterwards 
came to my 
knowledge, 
will appear 
in a future 
cliaptcr. 


that Sen'' Don Eftevan Martinez always treated them kindly, ^nd^ con- 
liflent with the charafter of gentlemen*. They further ilate. That the 
captain, officers, and crew, of the North-Weft America were carried 
■ by them to China, with one hundred fca-otter fkins, valued at four thou- 
fand eight hundred and feventy-fivc dollars, which were delivered to 
Mr. Meares as his property. •• • 

To Sen'' Quadra’s letter of the 29th of auguft, I replied to the foir 
lowing effc6i; : That I did not confider myfelf authorised to enter into a 
rctrofpeftive difeuffion on the refpe6live rights and pretenfions of the 
.court of Spain dr England, touching the weftern coafts of America, 
and iflands adjacent, to the northward of California. I'hat fubjc6l ha- 
ving undergone a full inveftigation, and having been mutually agreed 
upon and fettled by the minifters of the refpeftivc courts, as apjieared 
’ by the convention of the 28th of* oftober, 1 790, and Count Florida 
Blanca’s letter of the 12th of may, J791, I confidered any interference, 
on my part, to be incompatible with my commiffion, being in\ eftcd 
with potvers only to receive the territories which, according to the firll 
article of the convention, Sen'' Quadra was authorized to reftoic and 
to put me in polfeffion of, viz. ('‘ the buUdinjrs and dijln&.s, or parcels 
“ 'if Land nohdeh were occupied by the fubjefLs of llis Britannic Majtjly in 
** aprd, 1789, as well in the port of Nooika or of ist. Lawrence, as in the 
** other, fold to be called Port Cox, and to be fituaied about 16 leagues 
*' dijiant from the former to the fouihwardl’J That agre eably to the 
exprefs words of the fifth article in the fajd convention, (•' Jt is agreed, 
“ That, as well in tKe places that are to be refored to the Britfh fubjefls 
“ by virtue of the firji article, as in all other parts of the norlh-wi/lern 
“ coajls of North America, or of the iflands adjacent, fituaied to the north 
** of the parts of the faid coajl already occvfned by Spain, lohcrever the 
** fibjeSls of either oj the two powers Jhall have made’^leKlcments fnce the 
month of april, 1789, or fiall hereafter make, any 0] the fubjefls of the 
" other flail have free accefs, and fall carry on their trade without any dif 
“ turbance or molefaiion”) I confidered the Spanifh fettlement in •the«en- 
trance of the flraits of De Fuca, ‘which I had reafon to believe was form- 
ed no longer ago than may, 1792, to come within the meaning of a 
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“ port^qfjiree accefs^ as well as alloiJureJlajblipmffnts that havebeerii or that 
may hereafter be^ formed from thence fouthwardto port St. Francfco, con- 
caving port St. Frmdfco to be the norihernmoji fettlement occupied ly the 
fubjeUs of His Catholic Majejly^ in april, 1789 . 

In my way to the obfervatory, on funday, I waited upon Sen*^- Quadra, 
who informed me,*'i^j^ Mr. Dobfon had tranflated my letter to, 
him ; and he was plcafed to fay. That he derived the greateft fatisfaftion 
from finding a perfon of my chara6ter, with whom he was to tranfu£l the 
bufinefs of delivering up Nootka ; that he (hould accept the civil offers 
contained in my letter, and remain on fhore until the carpenters had 
finifhed fomc additional accommodation to fiis apartments on board his 
little brig ; which being completed, he would either wait my departure, 
to accompany us in our refearches to the fouthward, and to conduft us 
to any of the Spanifh ports I might \frifh to vifit ; or he would fail, and 
wait my arrival at any place I fhould think proper to appoint, recom- 
mending St. Francifeo or Monterrey for that purpofe. 

• . Sen*^- Quadra rcqucffed to know who I intended to leave in pofTcffion of 
thefe territories; and being informed that it would be Mr. Broughton in 
the Chatham, in whofc charge the remaining cargo of the Daedalus would 
be depofited, he gave direftions that the llore-houfes fliould be 
diatelv cleared, and begged I w'ould w'alk w’ith him round the prcraiifcs, 
that I might be the better able to judge how to appropriate the feveral 
.buildings; which for the mofl part appeared fufficiently fecure, and 
jnorc exienfive than our occafv)ns required. A large new oven had 
been lately built exprefsly for our fervice, and had not hitherto been 
permitted to be ufed. The houfes had been all repaired, and the gar- 
deners were bufil^ employed in putting the gardens in order. The 
poultry, confifling of fowls and turkies, was in excellent condition, and 
in abundance, the black cattle and fwine : of thefe Sen"- Quadra 

faid he fhould ta^[!e only a fufficient quantity for his paffage to the 
fouthward, lea^g the reft, with a large aflbrtment of garden feeds, for 
Mr. jJrougltTCfi. Sen"- Galiano and Valdes added all they had in their 
power to fpare, amongft which were thrc« excellent goats ; I had like- 
wife both hogs and goats to leave with him ; fo that there was a pro- 
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fpeft of Mr. Broughton palTing the winter, with the ‘ afliftance of the 
natural produ£lions of the country, not very uncomfortably. 

The orders under which I was to receive thefe territories, on the 
part of His Britannic Majefty, were intirely filent as to the meafures I 
was to adopt for retaining them afterwards. Prefuming, however, that 
the principal objeft which His Majefty had ’ip ' view, by direfting this 
expedition to be undertaken, was that of facilitating the commercial ad- 
vantages of Great Britain in this part of the world ; and for that pur- 
pofe it might not be impoflible, that a fettlement was in contemplation 
to be made at this important ftation, which had become the gene- 
ral rendezvous for the traders of almoft all nations ; I had determined, 
on leaving this port, to commit it to the charge and direftion of Mr. 
Broughton, who would retain the pofleffion of it, and whofe prefence 
might reftrain fuch improper conduft as had already been manifefted on 
the part of the feveral traders ; whilft I Ihould proceed to execute the 
remaining part of His Majefty’s commands, until I fhould be furniflied 
with further inftruftions for my future government. 

Having fatisfaftorily arranged thefe matters, I gave direflions for 
clearing the ftore-fhip, which was fet about accordingly. 

The politenefs, hofpitality, and friendfliip, ftiewn on all occafions by 
Serf- Quadra, induced Mr. Broughton and myfelf, with feveral of the 
officers and gentlemen of both velfels, to dine at his table almoft every 
day, which w’as not lefs pleafant than falubrious, as it was conftantly 
furniflied with a vq.riety of refreflimentc to mbft of which we had long 
been intirc ftrangers. 

Sen'* Galiano informed me, that he intended to take advantage of the 
prefent ferene weather, which without interruption bad prevailed fince 
our arrival, and fail for the Spanifli ports to the fouthward, either in 
the courfe of the night or early the next morning;^ and obligingly un- 
dertook to forward a fhort letter to the Lords of tne Admiralty, con- 
taining a brief abftra£l: of tranfaftions fince our deperture fron» the 
cape of Good Hope. 

I had the honor of Sen'- Quadra’s company on monday morning at 
breakfaft. He omitted no opportunity of imprefling on the minds of 
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ihe native§ the Ipgheft and moil favorable opinion of our little fquadrbn ; 
and the more eflle^lually to infure a good underdanding in future, he 
propofed a vifit of ceremony to Maquinna ; to him it would be grate- 
ful, and on my part he recommended it as effentially requifite. It was 
agreed we (liould fet out the next morning for his royal relidence, which 
was about 7 leagues’^l^lfee found, at a place called Tahfheis. 

In the evening I received from Sen‘- Quadra, a letter in reply to mine* 
of the 1 ft of fepjediber. 

Agreeably to appointment, about eight the next morning, Sen*^- Qua- 
dra accompanied me in the Difcover)’’s yawl, which, with our own and 
a Spanifh lauqch, and the Chatham’s cutter,* containing as many Spanifh 
and Englilh officers as could be taken, we departed for Tahftieis ; a 
meflage having been fent the preceding day to announce our intended 
vifit. • 


^ ‘ 79 *- 

September, 
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The weather though cloudy was very pleafant, and having a favora- 
ble breeze, we reached Tahftieis about two in the afternoon ; Maquin- 
na received us with great pleafure and approbation, and it was evident 
that his pride was not a little indulged by our fliewing him this atten- 
tion. He conduced us through the village, where we appeared to be 
welcome guelts, in confequence perhaps of the prefents that were 
tributed ainongft the inhabitants, who all condu61ed themfelves inme 
moft civil and orderly manner. After vifiting moft of the houfes, we 
arrived at Maquinnas refidence, which was one of the largeft, though 
it was not intirely covered in j here we found feated in fome kind of 
form, Maquinna^s daughter, who not long beforfe had been publicly 
and with great ceremony proclaimed foie heirefs to all his property, 
power, and dominion. Near her were feated three of his wiv^s, and a 
numerous tribe '^of relations. The young princefs’ was of low flature, 
very plump, "tPtth ^ round face, and fmall features ; her Ikin was clean, 
and being nearly <white, her perfon altogether, tliough without any pre- 
tenfions to l^uty, could not be confidered as difagreeable. To her 
and* to'bcj-^ather I made prefents fuitable to the occafion, which 
were received with the greateft approbatior. by themfelves, and die 
throng which had aflembled ; as were aifu thofe 1 made to his 
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Se t^ber brothers, and other relations. Thefe ceremonies bcbig ended, 

v,!\— i a moft excellent dinner was ferved, which Sen'- Quadra had provided, at 
which we had the company of Maquinna and the princefs, who was 
feated at the head of the table, and conduced herfelf with much pro- 
pri^y and decorum. 

After dinner, Maquinna entertained us wk^5;^s7. eprefentation of their 
'warlike achievements. A dozen men firft appeared, armed with mufkets, 
and equipped with all their appendages, who took their poft in a very 
orderly manner within the entrance of the houfe, where they remained 
ftationary, and were followed by eighteen very ftout men, each bearing 
a fpear or lance fixteen or eighteen feet in length, proportionably 
ftrong, and pointed with a long flat piece of iron, which feemed to be 
{harp on both edges, and was highly poliflied ; the whole however ap- 
peared to form but an aukward and unw’ieldly weapon. Thefe men 
made feveral movements in' imitation of attack and defence, finging at 
the fame time feveral w’ar fongs, in which they were joined by tliofe 
with the mufltets. Their different evolutions being concluded, I was 
prefented -with two fraall fea-otter Ikins, and the warriors having laid 
by their arms, performed a mafk dance, which was ridiculoufly laugh- 
able, particularly on the part of Maquinna, who took a confiderable 
fhare^ in the reprefentation. We were not backward in contribu- 
ting to the amufements of the day, feme fongs were fung which the 
natives feemed much to admire, and being provided with drums and 
fifes, our failors concluded the afternoon’s diverfion with reels and 
country dances. 

In the evening we took leave of Maquinna, who was fcarcely able to 
exprefs the fatisfaftion he had experienced in the honor we had done 
him, faying, that neither Wacananijh, nor any other chief, had ever re- 
ceived fuch a mark of refpeft and attention from aiw*VMtors, and that 
he would in a few days return us the compliment ;^on which he was 
given to underftand, he fliould be entertained in the Euiopcan falhion. 

From Tahfheis we proceeded a few miles in our way ivamc, wiien, 
arriving at a convenient little ‘cove, we pitched our encampment for 
the night, and paffed a very pleafant evening. 


After 
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After breakia ft the following morning we embarked and direfted our 
route towards Friendly cove ; the weather was pleafant though the wind 
was unfavorable ; this occalioned our dining by the way on the rocks, 
for which however Sen"^* Quadra was amply provided. About five we 
reached the cove, where I landed Serf- Quadra and returned to the 

^hip- 

In our converfation whilft on this little excurfion,, Seni^- Quadra had 
very earneftly i^qiiefted that I would name fome port or ifland after us 
both, to commemorate our meeting and the very friendly intercourfe 
that had taken place and fubfifted between us. Conceiving no fpot fo 
proper for this denomination as the place where we had firft met, which 
was nearly in the center of a traft of land that had firft been circumna- 
vigated by us, forming the fouth-weftern fides of the gulph of Georgia, 
and the fouthern fides of Johnftone’s ftraits and Queen Charlotte’s found, 

1 named that country the ifland of Quadra and Vancouver ; with 
which compliment he feeraed highly pleafed. 

During iny abfence the Chatham had hauled off from the fhore, but 
in eonfequcnce of the inconfiderable rife of the tide her damages had not 
been repaired ; it was therefore neceffary that (he fliould remain light until 
the next fpring tides ; this liowever, under our prefent arrangements, \^ 3 S • 
a matter of little importance. 

Maquinna with his two wives and fome of his relations returned our Thurf. 6. 
vifit. J'hey had not been long on board when I had great reafon to 
confider my royal party as the yioft confumraate beggars I had ever feen ; 
a tliTpofition which feemed generally to prevail with the whole of this 
tribe ol Indians, and which probably may have been follered by the in- 
dul;;euces fliewn them by the Spaniards. They demanded every thing 
which llruck their fancy, as being either ufeful, curious,, or ornamental, 
though an artiCTB’XT^h which it might be impoffible for us to gratify them ; 
and if not immediately prefented diey would affeft to be greatly offended, 
and would rcri^n fulky for two or three days. 

I iu/vv^er particularly fortunate in having at hand every thing re- 
quillie to fatlsfy the demands of Maquinita his party. The liberali- 
ty I had fo recently ftiewn to himfelf and family when at Tahlheis, was 

perhaps 
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perhaps not yet quite forgotten; they neverthelefs made a profitable 
vifit, as what their modefty precluded tlieir alking of me, 1 was after- 
wards informed was amply made up by their begging from the officers 
and others on board. 

The exhibition of fire works which I had promifed the party, was anxi- 
pufly waited for ; towards the evening their irfip^^ifnee was almoR; unre- 
ftrainable, as they could not, or would not, underfland that darknefs was 
neceffary to their entertainment, and accufed us of a' bi^each of promife 
and telling falfities. Sen*^* Quadra however, after much pcrfuafion, pre- 
vailed upon them to ftay the night, by which they were convinced that 
our affurances were not to be' diferedited. The night being favorable to 
our operations, they fucceeded extremely well. The rockets, balloons, 
and other fire-works, were in a high Hate of prefervation, and were re- 
garded by the Indian fpe6):ators witlf wonder and admiration, mixed with 
a confiderable (hare of apprehenfion ; for it was not without great diffi- 
culty that I prevailed on Mcupiinna and his brother to fire a few fky 
rockets, a performance that produced the greateft exultation. The 
Europeans prefent were not lefs entertained with the exhibition, than 
furprized that the feveral fire works fhould have remained fo long on 
•tr© 5 rd in fuch excellent condition. 

The Aranfafu, a Spanifh armed fhip, commanded by Sen'- Caamano. 
arrived from a furveying expedition on the exterior coafl to the north of 
Nootka, towards Biccareli, of the charts of which I w’as promifed a 
copy, ,as foon as they fhould be properly .arranged. • 

Mr. Cranftoun, the furgeon of the Difeovery, having been rendered in- 
capable of his duty by a general debilitated Hate of health fince our de- 
parture from the cape of Good Hope, requefted permiffion to proceed 
to port Jackfon in the Dtedalus, from whence he ffioutd foon procure a 
paffage to England ; he was confequently difeharged,^ and Mr. Archibald 
Meuzies, a furgeon in the navy, who had embarked in purfuit of bota- 
nical information, having cheerfully rendered his fervifei^s during Mr. 
Cranfloun’s indifpofition, and finding that fuch attention h^td*'nbt ihter- 
fered with the other objefb of* his purfuit, I confidered him the moft 
proper perfon to be appointed in the room of Mr. Cranftoun. The 
^ * boatfwaiii 
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boatCwam of •the Difcovcry, Mr. Williaftn Houfe, a careful, fober, and 
attentive officer, having laboured under a violent rheumatic complaint, 
fince our departure from New Zealand, which had precluded his atten- * ' 
tion to any part of his duty, Mras on his application in like manner dif- 
charged; Mr. John.Noot, boatfwain of the Chatham, was appointed in 
his room, and Mr. Phillifldrk was appointed boatfwain of tl\e 

Chatham. 

• • 

I deemed it expedient, that their Lordffiips dire£lions, prohibiting charts, Monday lo. 
journals, drawings, or any other fort of intelligence refpe6ling our pro- 
ceedings being made known or communicated, fhould be publicly read 
to the officers and perfbns under my command, and to urge every 
injunflion in my power to enforce a due obedience to thole orders. 

The letter I received the 2d of this month from Sen"- Quadra,** not 
having been tranflated till this day,* in conlequence of Mr. Dobfon’s in- 
difpolition, 1 was not a little furprized to find it diffrr fo much from 
what I had rcafon to expe£l. 

In this letter Sen'- Quadra informs me, that in conformity to the firft 
article of the convention, and the royal order under which he is to a£l, 
he can only rellore to His Britannic Majefty the edifices, dillridts, or 
portions of land which in april, 1789, were taken from his^ubjefts that 
hf^was in poffeflion of full proof that the final! hut the Englifli had was 
not in cxiftence on the arrival of Martinez, and that the then eftabliffi- 
ment of the Spaniards was not in the place where the Britiffi fubjefls 
had theirs. That if I did not think myfelf authprized to fubferibe to 
the tenor of his commiflion and inftruftions, he would recommend that 
each Ihould lay before his refpeftive court all the circumftances of the 
pending negoci^tion, and wait for further inffru£li0{& ; in the mean time 
Sen'" Quadr a offe red to leave me in poffeflion of what Mr. Mearcs had 
occupied, and at h,y command the houfes, gardens, and offices then oc- 
cupied by the Spaniards, whilft he retired until the decifion of the two 
courts ffioul^^e known. 

To this*lcitcr I immediately replied, that as, like his fiirmer one, it 
contained a retrofpeftivc view of matters which I had no authority to 
take cognizance of, I Ihould accede to hispropofal, and make a jull and , 

. fair 
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fair reprefentation of all our proceedings to the court of Great Britain, 
and wait for further inftruflions. This letter I concluded by again re- 
peating, that I was Hill ready to receive from Sen*^’ Quadra tlie territories 
in queftion, agreeably to the firft article of the convention, and the letter 
of Count Florida Blanca. 

, In the courfe of the night arrived here the"tfej^ Hope, belonging to 
Bofton'in America, commanded by Mr. Jofeph Ingraham, the perfon 
who jointly with Mr. Gray had given Sen*'- Quadra a ftkement of the 
conduft of Don Martinez, and of the tranfadlions at this port in the 
• year 1789. 

About noon the next day I received from Sen*^- Quadra a letter dated 
the nth of feptember, in anfwer to my laft, expreflive of his confidence 
that I (hould make a faithful and true reprefentation of the proceedings 
' that had taken place refpefting the ' points in queftion ; and repeating 
the offer contained in his former letter, of relinquifhing the territories on 
the terms and conditions therein exprelfed. To this letter I immediatel)* 
replied, that I was ready whenever it fuited Sen*^- Quadra’s convenience, 
to be put into pofleffion of the territories on the n.w. coall. of America, 
or iflands adjacent, agreeably to the firft article of the convention, and 
thejetter of the Count Florida Blanca. 

Having this day dined with Setf- Quadra, on rifing from table he rc- 
quefted, as no final determination had yet taken place refpefting the re- 
ftitution of thefe territories, to have fome perlbnal converfaiion on thtr 
fubjeft, in hopes by that means of drawing the bufinefs to a more fpeedy 
conclufion. Befides ourfelves there were prefent Sen*^- Mozino and Mr. 
Broughton ; fo that with the aftiftance of Mr. DoBfon, and thefe gentle- 
men who fpoke French extremely well, we had a profpeft of coming to 
fo perfeft an explanation as to render any further epifto lary alterca- 
tion totally unneceffary. Sen"^- Quadra vindicated thdlcondutl of Marti- 
nez, and laid conliderable ftrefs on tlie conceflion of Maqutnna, who had 
put them into complete pofTeflion of the lands they thcn\)ccupied ; on 
this circumftance, and on the information he had obtaincd^nce his* ar- 
rival at Nootka, certain parts of* which he had by letter communicated 
to me, he feemed principally to eftablifh the claims of the Spanifh 

crown. 



ROUNEf t HE WORLD. 4^ 

crown. The fgiall fpot on winch Mr. Meares’s houfe had been built, 
which did not then appear to be occupied by the Spaniards, Sen*^- Qua- ^ 

dra faid I was at liberty to take poffeffion of for His Britannic Majefty, 
whenever I (hould think proper. This offer being totally foreign to my 
expe 61 ations, and a repetition only of that which had taken place in our 
correfpondence, Sen'. Qkatdra was made acquainted, that under fuch cir- 
circumflances 1 did not feel myfelf juftified in entering into any further 
difcuffion. ThS propriety of this determination being admitted, it was 
mutually agreed that we fhould each reprefent our obje6iions and pro- 
ceedings to our refpeftive courts, and wait their decifion on the impor- 
tant queflions .which had arifen in the negOciation. In the mean time 
Sen' Quadra propofed to leave me in poffeffion of thefe territories, the 
inftant his velfel was fitted for his reception. On his departure the Spa- 
nifh flag was to be flruck, and the Britifh flag hoilled in its place, which 
Sen'- Quadra confented to falute, on my agreeing to return an equal num- 
ber of guns. Thus did matters appear to be perfeftly arranged, agreeably 
to the willies of all parties, and die bufinefs brought to an amicable and 
pleafant conclufion, when to my great furprize I received the next 
morning a letter from Sen'- Quadra, fetting forth that he was ready to Thurflby 15. 
deliver up to me, conformably to the firft article of the convention,. the 
territory which was occupied by Britifh fubjefts in april, 1 789, and to 
leave* the Spanifh fcttlement at Nootka until the decifion of the courts 
of England and Spain were obtained ; vrhich was proceeding, he faid, as 
far as his powers extended. This very unexpefted letter produced an 
immediate reply from me, wherein I dated, that the territories of which 
the fubjeds of His Britannic Majefty were difpoffefred in april, 1789, and 
which by the firft article of the convention were noy to be reftored, I 
underftood to be this place (meaning Nootka) in toto, and port Cox. 

Thefe I was ftHl'f&ady to receive, but could not entertain an idea of 
hoifting the Britilh flag on the fpot of land pointed out by Sen'- QuadraT, 
not extending more than an hundred yards in any direftion. I con- 
cluded by obferving, that the offer made in Sen'- Quadra’s two laft let- 
ters differed materially from tliat contained in his firft letter to me on this 
fubjeft. 

Voj.. I. 3,F 0 « 
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(!)n faturday morning a yowng lad, who for about two days h^d been 
mining from Sen*- Quadra’s veffel, was fo!ind in a cove not . far from the 
Ihips, moft inhumanly murdered. The calves of his legs were cut out, 
his head nearly fevered from his body, and he had received fcveral bar- 
barous wounds in other parts. Doubts arofe whether this horrid aft 
had been perpetrated by the natives, or by ffHalack man of nioft infa- 
mous charafter, who had deferted from the Spanifh veffel about the 
time the” boy was firft milfcd. The prevailing opinibu Teemed to crimi- 
nate the former, and on Sen*^- Quadra demanding of Maqni.^na that the 
murderer Ihould inftantly be given up, the immediate departure of all 
the inhabitants of the found from oitr neighbourhood became a flrong 
prefujnptive proof of their delinquenc) . 

Sen'- Quadra gave an immeuiate anfwer to my letter of the 13th, but 
as he therein did not depart from the terms of his late ofl'er of leaving me 
inpojjcjfim only, not formally rejioring the territory of Nootka to the king 
of Great Britain ; it became nccelfary on my part to demand a catego- 
rical and definitive anfwer from Sen* Quadra, whether he would or' 
would not reftore to me for His Britannic Majefiy the territories in quef- 
tion, of which the fubjefts of that realm had been dirpolTelfed in april, 
] 789. Th^fe were Nootka and Clayoquot, or port ' ox ; tlie former is 
the place which was then occupied by the Britilh fubjefts, from thence 
their vefl’els were fent as prizes, and themfelves as prifoners to New 
Spain ; this is the place that was forcibly wrelled from them, and forti- 
fied and occupied by the officers of the Spa rnlh* crown ; this place there- 
fore, with Clayoquot, or port Cox, were co iprehended Uiidcr the firft 
article of the convention, and were by that treaty to be reftored without 
any refervation whatfoever : on thefe terms, and on thefe only, could I 
receive the reftitution of them. Sen*^ Quadra having a. ;> laid fome ftrefs 
upon Mr. Meares’s veffels being under Portuguefe colours, I took this 
opportunity of fignifying, that I confidered that circumftance equally 
foreign and unimportant, it having been let forth in Mr. Meares’s ori- 
ginal petition to the Parliament of Great Britain, and of coiirfe ‘ muft 
have come under the confideration of the Spanifh and Englifh minifters. 
Unlefs our negociation could be brought to a conclufiort on the terms 

pointed 
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pointed opt in this as well as in my forn\pr letters, I begged leave to 
acquaint Sen'- Quadra, that I mull politively decline any further corre- v.,— 
fpondence on the fubjeft. 

It was a matter of no fmall fatisfa6lion, that although on this fubjefl 
fuch manifell difference arofe in our opinions, it had not the leaft effe£l on 
our pcrfonal intercdurle^vkh each other, or on the advantages we derived 
from our mutual good offices ; we continuea to vifit as ufual, and this* 
day Sen"- Quadra, and Caamano, with moft of the Spanifh officers, ho- 
nored me with their company at dinner. 

On monday morning a Portuguefe brig arrived here called the Fcnis Monday 15. 
and St. Jofepb* commanded by John de Barros Andrede, on board of 
which was a Mr. Duffin as fuper-cargo. In the evening I had Sen'- 
Quadra’s final determination ; which relling on the fame point where it 
had originated, I confidered any further corr'^fpondence totally umie- 
ccffary ; and inftead of writing, I requciled in converfation the next day to 
be informed, if he was pofitively refolved to adhere, in the reftitution of 
this country, to the principle - contained in his laft letter ? and on receiving 
from him an anfwcr in me afli- native, 1 icquainted him that 1 lliould 
cor'ider Nootka -ts a Spmipiporit and requefled his ptrmifjion to carry 
on ou ‘ necefiUry employments on ffiore, wdiich he very politely gave, 
with the moft friendly affurance of every fervice and kina office in his 

« ■ X • 

power to grant. 

Our negociation being brought by thefe means to a conclufion. Sen'- 
Quadra informed me, that Sen' (!.iaman<,> wx:uld be left in charge of the Tuefday tS. 
port, until the arrival of the Print ifla, commanded by Sen*- Fidalgo ; with 
whom the government of ♦^h- jiort of Nootka would be left, and from 
whom the Englift. might be certain of receiving cveyy accommodation. 

Sen'* Quadra Vas now making arrangements on board the A6live for 
his departure wilich he intended fhou Id take place in the courfc of a 
day or fvvo. Agreeably to a former proinifc I had made him, he re- 
quefted a copy of my charts for the fervice of His Catholic Majefty ; but 
as burlongiuuic of the feveral parts of the coaft differed in many in- 
ftances from that laid down by Captain Coak, I w'iftied to embrace 
every future opportunity of making further obfervations whilft -we might 
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V Member before any; copy (hould be difpofed of ; but Setf* Qua- 

w»v—— > dra wifhing to make cmain of fuch information as we had acquired, and 
conceiving the further correftions we might be enabled to make of little 
importance, folicited fuch a copy as I was then able to procure ; which, 
Thurfday2o. with a formal reply to his laft letter, I tranfmitted to him on tuefday 
evening. In this letter I ftated the impoffibilifry of my receiving the cef- 
'fion of the territories in qucllion on the conditions propofed by Sen^- 
Quadra, and that in confequence of the exifting differentes in our opi- 
nions on this fubjeft, I fhould immediately refer the whole of the nego- 
ciation to tlie court of London, and wait the determination thereof, for 
Friday 21. * the regulation of my future -cemduft. The next day Sen*- Quadra ac- 
knowledged the receipt of my laft letter with the charts of this coaft, &c. 
which concluded our correfpondence. 

As Sen'- Quadra intended to fail the next day, accompanied by moft of 
the Spanifh officers, he did me the honor of partaking of a farewell din- 
ner, and was on this occafion received with the cuftomary marks of ce- 
remony and refpeft due to his rank, and the lituation he here filled. The. 
day palfed with the utmoft cheerfulncfs and hilarity : Monterrey was ap- 
pointed as the rendezvous where next we fhould meet. 

Having underftood that Mr. Robert Duffin, the fuper-cargo on board 
the Portuguefe veffel that had arrived on the 1 7th, had accompanied Mr. 
Meares in the year 1788, and was with him on his firft arrival in Nootka 
found, I requefted he would furnifh me with all the particulars he could 
recollefi of the tranfafilions which took place on that occafion. This 
he very obligingly did, and at the fame time voluntarily made oath to the 
truth of his aflertions. The fubftance of which was, that towards the 
clofe of the year 1787, two veffels were equipped for the fur trade on 
the N.w. coaft of America, by John Henry Cox and Co. merchants at 
Canton. That the command and conduft of the expedition was given 
to John Meares, Efq. who was a joint proprietor alfo ; that for the 
purpofe of avoiding certain heavy dues, the veffels failed under Por- 
tuguefe colours, and in the name and under the firm of John 
Cavallo, Efq. a Portuguefe nterchant at Macao, but who had not 
any property either in the veffels, or their cargoes, which were in- 

tirely 
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of His Britannic Ma jelly ; That Mr. Duffin accompanietl Mr. 
Meares in one of thefe veflels to Nootka, where they arrived in may, 
1788, when Mr. Meares attended by himfelf and Mr. Robert Funtcr, on 
the 17th or 18th of the fame month, went on fliore, and bought of 
the two chiefs, MaqijMa^rA Calicum, the whole of the land that forms 
Friendly cove, Nootka found, in His Britannic Majefly’s name, for eight’ 
or ten Iheets of copper, and fome trifling articles : That the natives 
were perfe6lly fatislied, and, with the chiefs, did homage to Mr. Meares 
as their fovereign, according to the cuflom of their country: That 
the Britifti flag, and not the Portuguefe flag, was difplayed on Ihore, 
whilft thefe formalities took* place between the parties : That Mr. 
Meares caufed a houfe to be erefted on the fpot which was then oc- 
cupied by the Chatham’s tent, as being the moll convenient place: That 
the chiefs and the people offered to quit their relidence, and to retire to 
Tahlheis, tliat confequently tlie Englifh were not confined to that particu- 
lar fpot, but could have erefled houfes, had they been fo inclined, in 
any other part of the cove: That Mr. Meares appointed Mr. Robert 
Funter to refide in the houfe, which confifted of three bed-chambers, 
with a mefs-room for the officers, and proper apartments fpr the men ; 
thefe were elevated about five feet from the ground, the under, part 
ferving as warehoules : That, exclufive of this houfe, there were leve- 
ral out-houles and Iheds, built for the convenience of the artificers to 
work" in : That Mr. Meares le^ the houfes in good repair, and enjoined 
Maquilla to take care of them, until he, or fome of his aflbeiates, fhould 
return : That he, Robert Duffin, was not at Nootka when Don Marti- 
nez arrived there ; that he underftood, no veftige of the houfe remained 
at that time, bjjt^that on his return thither in July, 1789, he found the 
cove occupiedTby tho fubjefls of His Catholic Majefty : That he then 
faw no remains of Mr. Meares’s houfe ; and that on the fpot on which 
it had flood were the tents and houfes of fome of the people belonging 
to the Columbia, commanded by Mr. John Kendrick, under the flag 
and proteflion of the United States of 'America: That His Catholic 
Majefly’s Ihips, Princifl’a and San Carlos, were at this time at anchor in 

Friendly 
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Fricflidly cove, with the Coltjinbia and Waftiington Americap traders 
That the fccond day after their arrival they were captured by Don Mar 
tincz, and that the Americans were fuffered to carry on their commera 
with the natives unmolefted. 

Sen'- Quadra, at my requeft, very obligingly undertook to forward, bi 
the earlieft and fafeft conveyance, a (hort narrati<re of our principa 
tranfaftions at this port, for the information of the Lords of the Adrni 
miralty. ‘ * 

On falurday morning he failed from Friendly cove, and having falu 
ted us with thirteen guns, 1 returned the compliment with an equa 
number. 

Our attention had been mod particularly dire6led to the re-loading 0 
the flore-lhip, and the re-equipment of the Chatham, whofe hold ha( 
been intirely cleared for the purpofe of repairing the damages flie hai 
fuftained. The Difeovery being in all refpefls ready for fea, all hand 
were employed in the execution of thefe fervices, which were material! 
retarded by the very bad condition of the provilion calks on board tli 
Daedalus, moll of which required a thorough repair, and to be recruit 
ed with pickle. A very material lofs was alfo fuftained in the fpirii 
and wine ; large quantities of the flop-clothing were intirely deftroye{ 
and many others, with fome of the fails, were materially damaget 
Circumftanced as we were, thefe deficiencies and damages were objcci 
of the raoft ferious concern, and appeared to have been intirely occi 
lioned by the very improper way in which the .cargo had been liuwed 

The circumftanceS already related, with the correfpondence at lar." 
between Sen'- Quadra and myfelf, though comprehending the fiibllanc 
of the negociation. which took place refpefting the ceflion of thefe tei 
ritories, may yet require fome further explanation ; a‘n/d when tht vor 
important commerce of this country Ihall be p.ropwly**apprecia!(‘d, 
truft the circumfpe6iion with which I a61ed will not be found liab! 
to cenfure. 

Our tranfadions here have been related with the greateft fidelity? an 
precifely in the order in which they occurred. Being unprovided with an 
inftruftions but fuch as ,were contained in the convention and the very g< 
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neral orders I .had received, it appeared >totally incompatible witK the 
intention of the Britifli court, with the fpirit and words of the faid con- mt 

vention, or with thofe of the letter of. Count Florida Blanca, that the 
identical fpace only on which Mr. Meares’s houfc and brcaft-work had 
been fituated in the northern corner of this fmall cove, and forming 
nearly an equilateral triangle not extending an hundred yards on 
any one fide, bounded in front by the fea, and on the other two fideJs 
by high craggy rocks, which continued fome dillance down the beach, 
and, excepting at low tide, completely feparated this triangular fpace 
from that occupied by the Spaniards’ houfes and gardens, could poffi- 
bly be confidered as the objefl of a reftitution exprelTed by the terms 
“ tra6ls of land” according to the firft article of the convention ; the 
“ dkfiriEls or parcels of land,” mentioned in the letter of Count Florida 
Blanca ; or the “ traMs of land, or parcels or diJlriEls of land” pointed , 
out to me, and repeated in their Lordfiiips’ infiru£lions communicated 
to me on that fubjeft. 

On due confideration therefore I concluded, that the celfion propofed 
by Sen' Quadra could never have been that intended ; that, at leaft, the 
whole port of Nootka, of which His MajeJfty’s fubjefts had been forcibly 
difpolTcired, and at which tliemfelves, their velfels and cargoes had been 
captured, mull; have been the propoled objefl of reftitution. 

Under thefe iinpreflions, I felt that if I had acceded to the propofals of 
Sen'- Quadra, I Ihould have betrayed the truft with which I was ho- 
nored, and ftiould liavc a£le^ in direft oppofition to my duty and al- 
legiance, by receiving, without any authority, a territory for His Bri- 
tannic Majcfty, under the dominion of a foreign ftate. 

Thcfc principles uniformly governed the whole of piy condu6l through- 
out this negc^jflion, in which I a6led to the beft of my judgment ; Ihould 
1 be fo unfortun«Ete4jpwever as to incur any ju/l cenfurc, I mull rely on 
the candour of ray country, to do me the juftice of attributing what- 
ever improprieties I may appear to have committed, to the true and only 
cadfe;’to a want of fufficient diplomatic flcill, which a life wholly de- 
voted to my profeflion had denied me the opportunity of acquiring. 

After having fo uniformly perfifted in my determination of ftriftly 
adhering to the line of mv duty, bv an implicit obedience to the in- 

ftruflions 
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ftruflions I had received, in foppoiition to the judgment and opinior 
of Sen'- Quadra, and the evidences which he had propofed ; I could no 
but confider the unexpefled arrival of a gentlemen, who had perfonallj 
attended Mr. Meares on his forming the eftabliiliment at- Nootka, ant 
who it feems had been prefent on moft occalions when differences ha( 
arifen between Sen'- Martinez and Captain Colnett, as a very fortunan 
(ircumllance, fince his report and affidavit cleared up every point of which 
from other teflimonics, 1 could entertain any doubt, and confirmed mi 
in the opinion, that the conduct I had purfued had not been incom 
patible with the trull committed to my charge and execution. Oi 
comparing his reprefentatioir with that which had been communicate! 
to me on the fame fubjefl by Sen'* Quadra, a very material differenc' 
appeared, which, moft probably, operated to direft Sen'- Quadra’s con 
, dufcl, in refufing me pofleffion of the country agreeably to the term 
of my inftru6lions. 

The velTels employed in commercial purfuits this feafon on the north 
weft coaft of America, have I believe found their adventures to an 
fwer their expe6lations : many were contented with the cargo of fur 
they had colle£led in the courfe of the fummer ; whilft others who hai 
prolonged th^ir voyage, either palTed the winter at the Sandwich ifland.' 
or on the coaft, where they completed fmall veflcls which they brough 
out in frame. An Englilh and an American fhallop were at this tim 
on the flocks in the cove, and when finifhed were to be employed ii 
the inland navigation, in coile£ling the flcins of the fea-otter and othe 
furs ; befide thefe, a French fhip was then engaged in the fame purfuit, am 
the following veflels in the fervice of His Catholic Majefty ; the Get 
trudes and Conception of thirty-fix guns each, the Aftive brig of tM^elv 
guns, Princiffa, Aranfafu, and St. Carlos, armed fliips, ’^^ith the vefTel 
of Sen'** Galiano and Valdes. Both thefe gentlcliien had been, an 
were ftill, employed, not only in geographical* refearches, but in ac 
quiring every pofiible information refpefting the commerce of th 
country ; this circumftance, together with the guarded conduft ohlerve 
by Sen'-^uadra, in his endeavours to retain the whole, or at any ever 
to preferve a right in Nootka, evidently manifefted the degree of jej 

' loufi 
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loufy, yrith which the court of Spain regards the commercial intercourfe 
that is likely to be eftablilhed on this fide of the world. 

Confidering it an indifpenfable duty, that the Lords of the Admiral- 
ty fhould, from under my own hand, become acquainted with the 
whole of my negociation at this port by the fafeft and moft expeditious 
conveyance, a pairage*wa$ procured for my firft lieutenant Mr. Mudge 
on board the Fenis and St. Jofeph, bound to China, from whence he’ 
was to proceed with all difpatch to England. To this gentleman I in- 
trufted extrafts from the moft important parts of my journal, with a 
copy of our furvey of this coaft ; and I had every reafon to indulge 
the hopes of his fpeedy return, with further inftru6lions for the govern- 
ment of my conduft in thefe regions. 

On this occafion, I appointed Lieutenants Puget and Baker to be 
firft and fecond lieutenants, as alfo *Mr. Spelman Swaine to be third 
lieutenant of the Difeovery ; and Mr. Thomas Manby to be mafter of 
the Chatham. 

Sen*^- Quadra having ufed no rigorous meafures to deleft and bring 
tojuftice the murderer of the young Spaniard, the alarm of the na- 
tives foon fubfided, and in a day or two they vifited us as ufual. Maquin- 
na and the other chiefs were not, however, fo cordially received at the 
Snanifh habitations, as they had been in Sen'- Quadra's time; at .which 
they exprefled much diflike to all the Spaniards excepting Sen' Quadra, 
and para/cularly to Martinez ; who, Maquinna afferted, went on fhore 
with' a number of armed people, and obliged him by threats to make 
ceflion of Nootka to the king of Spain. He lamented alfo the prof- 
peft of our fpeedy departure, faying, that his people would always 
be harrafled and ill-treated by new-comers, and intreated that I would 
leave fome pjijmns behind for their proteftion. Very little dependence 
however is to be p^lhlj^ in the truth or fincerity of fuch declarations ; 
fince thefe people, unlettered as they are, pofTefs nofmall (hare of policy 
and addrefs, and fpare no pains to ingratiate themfelves, by the help of 
a little flattery (a commodity with whofe value they feemed perfeftjy 
acquainted) with ftrangers, to whom they reprefent their aftions as 

VoL. 1. 3 G refulting 
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s^^ Hu. "'oft finctre friendfliip ; by which jraeansi they fre- 

quently procure very valuable prefents, without making any return. 
Wecinci. 26. From the time of Sen*^- Quadra’s departure until the 26th, my time 
had been moftly employed in preparing my difpatches for England; 
diey were now completed, and Mr. Mudge would have laikd this day, 
had not a hard gale of wind from tlie s.e., attended with a heavy rain, 
prevented his departure, and retarded our operations in the equipment 
of the Chatham and Daedalus. This boifterous unpleafant weather con- 
tinued until the 30th in the afternoon, when the wind fhifting to the 
N.w. brought fair vreather, with which the Fenis and St. Jofeph failed 
for China. 

^ Oftober. The Hope brig, which had failed on the 20th of laft month, and 
I'uefday 2. the Spanilh armed fhip Princifla, arrived here from tlie eflablilhment 
before mentioned, that the Spaniards had formed near the fouthern en- 
trance of the flraits of De Fuca ; which was the fame open bay we had 
paffed in the afternoon of the 29th of april laft ; but its having been 
found much expofed, and the anchorage very bad, owing to a rocky 
bottom, the Spaniards, I was given to underftand, had been induced in- 
tirely to evacuate it ; and it appeared alfo that Sen'- Fidalgo had brought 
with him to .-this place all the live ftock that had been deftined for its 
eftabliihment. 

Our new fuit of fails, after foaking fome hours in the fea. were bent 
Saturday 6. on faturday. The obfervatory, with the inftruments and cV^-onome- 
ters, were on that day alfo taken on board, as well thofe fupplie'd me 
by the Navy Board, as thofe intrufted by the Board of Longitude to the 
care of tlie late Mr. William Gooch the aftronomer, intended for this 
expedition. < , ^ 

The very unfettled ftate of the weather much retanft{>|^^ur re-equip- 
ment, and the appearance of -winter having alp>dd^ commenced, indi- 
cated the whole year to be divided here into two feafons only. I’he 
month of feptembfer had been delightfully pleafant, and the fame fort of 
weather, with little interruption, had prevailed ever fince tlie arrival of 
Sen*- Quadra in the fpring; dunng which period of ft'ttled weather, the 
day was always attended with a refreChing gale from ihc ocean, and a 
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gemtle^ b»eeze prevailed through the night from the land : which* not 
only renders the climate of this country extremely pleafant, but the ac> u-y—l 
cefs and egrefs to and from its ports very eafy and commodious. 

As my attention, during our continuance in this port, had been princi* 
pally engrofled by the negociation already adverted to, I had little leifure 
to profecute other inquiries ; I lhall therefore conclude this diapter by the 
infertion of fuch obfervations as were made on fiiore at the obfervatoiy.’ 

The obfervations commenced on the 30th' of auguft, at 
which time Kendall’s chronometer, according to the Birch* 
bay rate, gave the longitude - - - 233“ 58' 15'' 

By the Porrfmouth rate • *- - 231* 16' 30" 

Arnold’s watch, on board the Chatham, by the Birch-bay 
rate * - - - - - 232*4/45" 

1792. Longitude of the obfcrvatory. 

Sept. 7, Myfelf, two fets of diftances, moon and fun, 233* 22' 30'' 


— 

Mr.Whidbey, two ditto 

ditto 

19' 

8, 

ditto, eight ditto 

ditto 

44' 20" 

— 

Myfelf, eight ditto 

ditto 

38' 41" 

9> 

ditto, eight ditto 

ditto 

31' 30" 

— 

Mr.Whidbey, eight ditto 

ditto 

3/ 

12, 

ditto, eight ditto 

ditto 

32' 32’' 

— y Myfelf, fix ditto 

ditto 

27' 5" 

23» 

ditto, • eighty ditto 

ditto 

26^ 34" 

— 

Mr.Whidbey, eight ditto 

ditto ’ 

1/ 9" 

23. 

ditto, eight ditto 

ditto 

12’ 34" 

— 

Myfelf, eight ditto 

ditto • 

12' 50" 

Oft. 1, 

Mi^yi^idbey, fix ditto 

moon and aquila. 

35' 25" 

Aug. 22, 

Five fets a 0, taken by myfelf at fea, and 



reduced at this place by the chronometer, ac- 


1 • 

cording to its rate of going found her< 

Five fets, taken by Mr. \^idbeyr31t)to/ 

49' 9" 

3 ^ 5 " 

24, 

Four lets, by myfelf. 

ditto 

^ 49 " 

— 

Four fets, by Mr. Whidbey, 

ditto 

34 45 


3 fi 

2 

The 
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I'he mean of the whole, ooUcEiwely taken ; being forty- 
u — V— ■■ nine fets by myfelf ; and fifty-feven by Mr. Whidbey ; 

amounting in all to one hundred and fix fets of lunar dif- 
tances, gave the longitude . _ - 233* 31' 30" 

By which our obfervations place Nootka found about 20' to the 
caftward of the longitude alTigned to it by Captain Cook, and about 
*10' to the eaftward of Setf- Malafpina’s obfervations ; whence it fliould 
feem to appear, that our inllruments for the longitude ‘were erring on 
the eallcrn fide. 

Although I fliould have been very happy to fubferibe to the 
longitude as fettled by aftronomers of fuperior abilities ; yet, on the 
prefent occafion, fuch a conceflion would have been attended with a 
very material inconvenience, in deranging the pofition of the different 
parts of the coaft that have already been furveyed, and laid down by 
our own obfervations. For this effential reafon, I have been induced to 
retain the meridian of Nootka, as afeertained by our own obfervations, 
which fliewed Kendall's chronometer, on our arrival, to be 26' 45" 
to the caftward of what I have confidered as the true longitude ; and 
as I had reafon to believe this error commenced about the time of our 
departure frpm Defolation found, and that it had been regularly incrca- 
fing fince that period, the longitude has been corretled both in my 
journals and charts from that ftation. 

On this authority, the errors of the chronometers have bc^ found, 
which, on the 5th of Oftober at noon, jyere as follow : (viz.) 

Kendall faft of mean time at Greenwich - i*" 13' 43" 41'" 

And gaining, per day, on mean time, deduced from 
thirty-fix fets of correfponding altitudes, at the rate of 11" 15"' 

Arnold’s No. 82, on board the Chatham, faft of me^ 
time at Greenwich - - . 4'' 3' 35" 41"' 

And gaining, per day, on mean time, at tKe rate of 28" 7'" 
Arnold’s No.i4,v^rom the ^aedalus, faft of mean time at 
Greenwich - ’ - - _ - 42'’ 4"’ 41'" 

And gaining, per day, on Mean time, at the rate of 14" 45’" 

Arnold’s No. 176, faft of mean time at Greenwich 2’' 16' 38" 41'" 

And 
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And gaining:^ per day, on mean time,, at the rate of 32" *27'" 
Earnfhaw’s pocket watch, faft of mean time at Greenwich i** 7' 39" 41'" 
And gaining, per day, on mean time, at the rate of 5" 30^" 

The calculations by the Portfmouth rate of Kendall’s 
chronometer have hitherto been noticed, in order to fliew 
the degree of accuracy.with which it had gone, according 
to its then afccrtairTed motion, in encountering the vari- 
ous climates it 'had paiTed through iince our departure 
from that port ; but as I have no fimilar documents, or 
the leaft information, refpefting the three chronometers I 
received from the Daedalus, to compare with the going 
of Kendall’s, thofe calculations from hence will ceafe to 
attra6l our attention. 

The latitude of the obfcrvatory, by thirty meridional 
altitudes of the fun - . - - - 49" 34' 20" 

The variation of the compafs, by thirty fets of azi- 
muths, taken by three different compalfes, varying from 
16® to 2i“, gave the mean refult - - - i8®22'eaft 


The vertical inclination of the magnetic needle. 

Marked end, North face Eaft, 

Ditto, Weft, 

• • 

Marked, end. South face Eaft, 

Ditto, Weft, 

Mean inclination of the marine dipping needle • 


- V 74* o' 

7 S’ 47' 
73* / 
74" 52' 

73" 56' 


4»3 
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CHAPTER XL 

'Depart from Nootka found — Proceed to the fovthxaardid&ng the coajl — The 
DeedeUus enters Grafs harbour — The Chatham enters Columbia river — 
Arrival of the Dfcovery at port SU Frandfco, 


1792. 

0 ^:t:obcr. 


Fxiday 12. 


oaiuraay 13. 


The inclemency of the weather prevented our proceeding in bur fe- 
veral occupations, and detained us* here until the afternoon of the 12th, 
Vhen, in company with the Chatham and Daedalus, we hauled out of the 
cove, in order to take the advantage of dte land wind, which about ten 
o’clock enabled us to fail out of the port of Nootka ; but the Chatham 
and Daedalus not following, we brought to about midnight, to wait their 
coming up. This however did not take place during the night, which was 
ferene and pleafant, though we had a very heavy and irregular fwell 
which drove us fo far to the weftward, that by day -light w'e were not 
more than 2 miles to the Ibuthward of the ledge of rocks whiclt lie 2 
leagues to the weftward of the weft point of entrance into Nollti^ka ; our 
foundings were from 25 to 30 fathoms. „ 

About nine the next morning the Chatham and Daedalus joined com- 
pany. The Chatham, by the weather falling calm juft as fhe had weighed 
anchor, became under no command, and was fwept by the tide on the 
rocky point of the cove, where the fea broke with gre^t .violence ; but 
by proper exertions, and immediate aftiftance fa/tlTthe Drains, which 
was in a fortunate fituationfor that purpofe, (he got off without receiv- 
ing any apparent damage, though (he had ftruck very heavily. 

It is neceffary Hfe»Be^''t'o ^te, that on the day previous to our fail- 
ing, I received on board t^^ young women for the purpofe of re- 
turning them to their native country, the Sandwich iflands ; which 
• . ' they 
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they had ouittedin a veflel that arrived at* Nootka on the 7th inflant, 

' • ^ • • A ' Otlobcr. 

culled the Jenny, belonging to Briitol. But as that veflel was . bound » -j- j 
from hence flraight to England, Mr. James Baker her commander very 
carneftly requefted, that I would permit thefe two unfortunate .girls to 
take a paflage in the Difeovery to Onehow, the ifland of their birth and 
refidence ; from whence it feems they had been brought, not only very 
contrar}’^ to their wifhes and inclinations, but totally without the know- ' 
ledge or confent* of* their friends or relatioas; and of which tranfa^lion 
fome particulars will hereafter be noticed, where they will not interfere 
with the regular progreft of our narrative; which I now refume by ob- 
ferving, that after fo long a continuance of unfettled weather, the pre- 
fent apparent re-eftablilhal ferenity encouraged me to hope 1 might be 
enabled in our route to the Ibuthward to re-examine, the coaft of New 
Albion, and particularly a river and*a harbour difeovered by Mr. Gray 
in the Columbia between the 46th and 47th degrees of north latitude, of 
which Sen'- Quadra had favored me with a iketch. For this purpofe our 
• courfe was direfted along fliore to the eaftward, which would alfo afford 
a.n opportunity of examining the Spanilh furvey between Nootka and 
De Fuca’s ftraits. 

Some obfervations were made to afeertain if any erro» had taken 
-^placc in the chronometer fince they had been received from the ftiore, 
and 1 hrd'the fatisfa6tion to find them all anfwer very well. KendalFs in 
particular' was very exaft, and its excellency having already been proved, 

I waS determined to depend principally upon it until a further opportu- 
nity ftiould olfer for afeertaining the going of the others. 

At noon our obferved latitude was 49“ 23', the longitude 233" 28'. 

The northernmoft land in fight by compafs bore n.w^*, Nootka n. 8 w. ; 
the eafternmoli^nd in fight N. 88 ; and point Breakers, our neareft 

fhore, N. 30 E. diftanPfigur miles ; whence that point is fituated accord- 
ing to our obfervations, which were very good, made by different per- 
fons, and agreeing to a great nicety, in latw^e 49^5', longitude 233* 

32'. * Captain Cook ftates the latitude of point''*B<^ers to be 49® 15'. 

The difference of 10' is decidedly an errftf of the prefs, as by my own 

obferva- 
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obfervations during that voyage point Breakers is placed in Icititude 

V— 49“ 24'- 

The wind at n.w. blew a pleaiant gale until the evening, when it was 
fucceeded by calms and light variable airs off the land, which continued 
Sunday 14. until near noon the next day. During the fore part of the night the depth 
' of water was from 70 to 90 fathoms, but by the morning we were drifted 
■ too far from the land to gain foundings. The weather, though clear over 
head, was hazy towards the horizon, and rendered the land very indif- 
tinft ; in the afternoon we had a fine breeze from the weftward, which 
enabled us to fteer in for the land, and to gain a difiant view of Clayoquot 
and Nittinat, which, according to the Spaniards, arc the native names of 
port Cox and Berkley’s found. The eaft point of the former at fun-fet 
by compafs bore n. 50 w. about 4 leagues diftant; the weft point of the 
latter, our neareft fliore, n. 28 e. about five miles diftant, and the coaft 
in fight extended from eaft to n. 63 w. We Ihortened fail for the night, 
and inclined our courfe towards cape Claffet. I had been given to un-' 
derftand, that this promontory was by the natives called Clalfet ; but now • 
finding that this name had originated only from that of an inferior chief ’s 
refiding in its neighbourhood, I have therefore rcfumed Captain Cook’s 
original appellation of cape Flattery. 

The weftwardly wind died away as the night approached, when we'-* 
were in foundings from 30 to 40 fathoms ; but light airs and. calms fuc- 
ceeding, we were foon driven to a confiderable diftance from\jthe land, 
Monday 15. wliich in the morning was nearly obfcurcd^by a thick haze at the diftance 
of 5 or 6 leagues. The obferved latitude at noon was 48" 41', longitude 
234" 30'; the coaft then in fight bearing by com pals from n.w. to 
E. by N. 

TucfdayiS. A want of wind until the next day much increafod diftance from 
the fhore, by our being let to the fouthward ; iWtfT the Tand being Hill 
obfeured by a denfe haze, prevented our difeowring that we had palTcd 
cape Flattery unt&ten in tM forenoon, when it was announced by the 
rocks to the foutli wiur'life largeft of which, independently of Defiruc- 
tion illand, is the moll extenlM'e detached land exifting on the fea coaft 
between cape Flattery and cape Mendocino. It Ls of an oblong lhape, 

and 
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and nearly levels on the top, where it produces a few trees, its fidcs* are 
almoft perpendicular ; near it are fome finall white barren rocks, fome u— v—-> 
funken ones, and fome rocky iflets of curious and romantic lhapes. At 
noon the obferved latitude was 48® 8', and the longitude, deduced from 
four different fets of obfervations for the chronometer taken in the af- 
ternoon, was 235“ 26 '^ In this fituation the fouthcrnmofl land in fight 
bore by compafs s. 78 e. and the mountain before confidered as mounf 
Olympus, eaft. ‘ Wliethcr our having been latterly accuftomed to fee more 
lofty mountains, or whether the mountain being difrobed of its winter 
garment (the fnow now being only in patches) produced the effeft, is 
not cafiiy determined, but it certainly feemed of lefs flupendous height 
than when we firft beheld it in the fpring. A light favorable breeze from 
the N.w. during the afternoon, afforded a good opportunity for deter- 
mining the fituation of this Cape, aad I had the fatisfaftion to find it , 
correfpond exa6lly with the pofition I had afligned to it, on paffmg it 
‘in the fpring. This evinced the propriety of adopting the meridian of 
Nootka for our charts, agreeably to tlie refult of the obfervations we 
J^ad made for afeertaining it. 

• In the point of view we this day faw the entrance of De Fuca’s flraits ; 
if appeared in no rofpcft remarkable, or likely to be an op^^ning of any 
confiderable extent. The night being again almoll calm, our diflance 
from thc'Jpnd was increafed as before. We approached it flowly in the 
forenoon, and at mid-day the coafl by compafs extended n. n.w. to e.s.e. ; WcUnef. 17. 
mount Olympus bore.N. 4c^e. and the ncareft fhore n. e. about 4 
leagues diflant. Our obferved latitude 47" 27',* longitude 235® 38', 

•agreed exceedingly well with our former pofition of this part of the coaft. 

A light N.w. breeze prevailed in the afternooi), which by fun-fet 
brought us w^itj/n 4 miles of the fhore, having foundlings from 50 to 30 
fathoms. At eight'ihe wind died away, and as we were now approaching 
a part of tlte coafl which* vre had formerly paffed at a greater diflance than 
I could have wifhed, wc anchored for the night to piw^eni the fame thing 
hajf^en'mg a fccond time. The depth of 24 fathoms, black 

fandy bottom. At five the next morninl^ with <1 gentle breeze from the ThuiidayiS. 
land, we turned up along fhore, and had foiindings from 17 to 40 

VoL. I. II fathoms. 
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^'7?®- luthoms. The land breeze was fucceeded by one from tha n.m’.: at 

O£lober. , * ^ ' • 

»,-i — j noon tlie obferwd latitude was 47° 1 4', longitude 235'* 59', very nearly 
correlponding with the pofition of this coaft as laid down by us in the 
fpring. In this fituation the nortliernmoft land in fight by compals 
bore n/ 28 w.; the perforated rock noticed off point Grenville in the 
morning of the 281)1 of april, n. 15 w. ; mount Olympus n. 14 e. ; the 
'nearell Ihore, being a frnall detached rock, s. 80 e. three or four miles 
dillant ; two low points of land which we confidered "to ‘form the points 
of Gray’s harbour, s. 40 e. ; and s. 36 e. ; and the foiithernmoll land in 
^ fight s, 32 E. In the courfe of the morning ,we had leen a remarkably 
high round mountain, which now bore by compafs n. 79 e. and rofe con- 
fpicuoufly from a plain of low, or rather moderately elevated land, and 
was covered with fnow as far down as the intervening hills permitted us 
to fee. We entertained little doubt of its being mount Rainier, which 
was foon afterwards confirmed ; its diftance from us being an hundred 
geographical miles. 

The weather and every other circumftance concurring to promote the ' 
defign I had formed of re-examining this coaft, I direfted that M.r 
Whidbey, taking one of the Difeovery’s boats, ftiould proceed in the 
Daedalus to^xamine Gray’s harbour, faid to be liiuated in latitude' 46* 
53', whilft the Chatham and Difeovery explored the river Mr. Gray ' 
had dilcovered in the latitude of 46" to'. In the event of ounfiiormeet- 
ing with the Daedalus before we reached Monterrey, that ])ori was aj)- 
pointed as a rendezvous. We proceeded^ to tlie fouthward at the dif- 
tance of 3 or 4 miles from the ftiorc, having regular foundings at a 
depth from 13 to 19 fathoms. 

Towards midnight the light N.w. wind, M’hich had prevailed during 
moft part of the day, was I’ucceeded by a calm, on whicSs^e anchored in 
16 fathoms water, and at day-light the next morning difcovered our 
fituation to be off’ the bay we. had endeavoured *10 enter the 27th of lafl 
april, and about 2^iles fron|the outennoft of the breakers, which bore 
by compafs n. 73 e. Jsdl^^’^'^dierninoft part of tlio coaft in fight’s, si e. : 
mount Rainier n. 66 e. ; the . point of Gray’s harbour, which is low 
projefiing land, covered w'ith trees, n. 2 \v.: and mount Olympus, our 
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northern»io(l land in view, north. I’liis h^' various obforvations. I fecund 
to be fituatcd in latitude 47" 50', longitude 236" 4'. Here the Bay be- 
fore us did not appear to fall fd far back as I had bet n led to fuppofe, 
but the low land projctlcd further into the ocean tlian it had ajtpcarcd 
•to do on our former view of it ; and inftead ol the breakers being in- 
tirely connefted, two.fmall openings were difeovered, which, however, 
from the colour of the water, and the rifing of the fwell aerofs them^ 
mull: be very ffiallbw. Broken water was alfo llfcn in every direftion 
between the outer reefs and the fhore, the latter of which was not dif- 
cernible until eleven o’clock, when a breeze let in I'rom the n.w. which 


‘79a* 
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difperfed the.haze, and Ihewed the boundary of the coaft to be one. un- 
interrupted beach, lined Avith breakers at irregular dillances from it. 
With this breeze we weighed anchor. The latitude obferved at noon 
was 46" 42', but oblcrvations lor the chronometer were not procured. 

Whth a pleafant gale and fine weather we coalled along this delightful 
and apparently fertile part of New Georgia, at the dill ance of about a league 
from the Ihoals, having foundings from 10 to 16 fathoms, until four in 
the afternoon, Avhen having nearly reached cape Difappointment, which 
[forms the north point of entrance into Columbia river, fo named by 
Mr. Gray, I direfied the Chatham to lead into it, and pn^her arrival 
at the bar fhould no more than 4 fathoms water be found, tlte Bgnal for 
danger yas to be made ; but il the channel appeared to be further na- 
vigable, then to proceed. 

’As we followed tlie Chat|;iam the depth of water decreafed to 4 fa- 
thoms, in which we fiiled fome little time withoUt being able to diftin- 
guifli the entrance into the river, the fea breaking in a greater or lefs 
degree from fhore to fliore ; but as the Chatham continued to ptirfueher 
courfe, I epp^uded llic was in a fair channel. *We however loon ar- 
rived in 3 fathoms, and as the water was becoming lefs deep, and break- 
ing in all direttions around us, I hauled to the welLward in order to 
cfcape the threatened danger. In doing this we were allifttd by a very 
Ifrong ebb tide that fat out of the rivcfJ"'ai4TiiXs’hich oppoling a very 
heavy fAvell that rolled from the weft^rd direcUy t)n the fhore, caufed 
an irregular and dangerous fea. By feven, our depth of Avater had in- 
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creafed to lo fathoms, wheije conceiving ourfelves in, fafety, we an- 
^ chored for the night, which puffed very uncomfortably, owing to the 
violent motion of the veffel, and anxiety for the fafety of the Chatham, 
from which a fignal was made at the moment we hauled out of the 
breakers) which we were fearful might have been for afliftance, as the 
clofing in of the day prevented our accurately diffinguifhing the colour 
of the flags ; but as flie appeared to be perfe61:ly under command, and as 
the rapidity of the tide and the heavy lea rendered ahy alHllance from 
us impraflicable, I w'as willing to hope the lignal might have been for 
the bar, which, at day-light the next morning, was proved to be the 
* cafe by her being feen riding in perfeft fafety, about two miles within the 
ftation we had taken. 

Saturday so. fhe morning was calm and fair, yet the heavy crofs fwell continued, 
and within the Chatham the breakers feemed to extend without the leaff 
interruption from Ihore to Ihore. Anxious however to afeertain this 
fa^, 1 fent Lieutenant Swaine, in ^the cutter, to found between us and 
the Chatham, and to acquire fuch information from Mr. Broughton as . 
he might be able to communicate ; but a frefli eaftwardly breeze pre-^ 
vented his reaching our confort, and obliged him to return : in confe-i 
quence of which a lignal was made for the lieutenant of the Chatham, 
and was anfwered by Mr. Johnftonc, who founded as lie came out, but 
found no bar, as we had been given to underftand. The bottc^n was a 
dead flat within a quarter of a mile of our anchorage. From Mr. John- 
Hone I received the unpleafant intelligencq, that by the violence of the 
furf, which, during the preceding night, had broken over the decks of 
the Chatham, her fmall boat had been dalhed to pieces. Mr. Johnllone 
was clearly of opiqion, that had the Difeovery anchored where the 
Chatham did, Ihe miull have ftruck with great violcnc^S^ Under this 
circumftance, we undoubtedly experienced a moft providential efcape in 
hauling from the breakers. My former opinion bf this port being inac- 
celTible to veffels of our burthqt was now fully confirmed, with this ex- 
ception, that in very with moderate winds, and a fmooth fea, 

veffels not exceeding four hundi^ tons might, fo far as we were enabled 
to judge, gain admittance. The Daedalus, however, being dire6led to 
' ' fearch 
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fearch fos us here, I was ijicluced to perf^vere ; particularly as, to\^ards 
noon, a thick haze, which before had in a great degree obfcured the c— y— 
land, cleared away, and the heavy fwell having much fubfided, gave us 
a more perfefl view of our fituation, and fhewed this opening in the 
. vcoafl to be much more extenfive than I had formerly imaginec^ Mount 
OJy^ppus, the northesnmoft land in fight, bore by compafs n. 7 w. ; 
cape Difappointment n. 61 e., 2 miles, the breakers extending from its 
fliore s. 87 E. abotit half a league difiant; thofe on the fouthcrn or oppo> 
fite fide of the entrance into the river s. 76 e. : between thefe is the chan- 
nel into the river, where at this time the fea did not break. The coaft 
was feen to the fouthward as far as s. 31 b. The obferved latitude 46* 

20', which placed cape Difappointment one mile further north than did 
our former obfervations. The flood at one o’clock making in our fa- 
vor, we weighed, with a fignal as* before for the Chatham to lead. 

With boats aliead founding, we made all fail to windward, in 4 to 6^ 
fathoms water. 'I'he C'hatham being further advanced in the channel, 

.and having more wind and tide, made a greater progrefs than the Dif- 
covery. . About three o’clock a gun was fired from behind a point that 
wrojefted from the inner part of cape Difappointment, forming, to all 
appearance, a very fnug cove ; this was anfwered by the hoj^ing of the 
Chatham’s colours, and firing a gun to leeward, by which we coijcluded 
fome vel^l was there at anchor. Soon afterwards foundings were de- 
noted by the Chatham to be 6 and 7 fathoms, and at four fhe anchor- 
ed apparently in a tolerably fnug birth. Towards fun-fet, the ebb 
making flrongly againft us, with fcarcely fufficient wind to command 
the fhip, we were driven out of the channel into 13 fathoms water, where 
we anchored for the night ; the ferenity of which Mattered us with the 
hope of getti?*^ in the next day. 

The clear nefs of the atmofphere enabled us to fee the high round 
fnowy mountain, noticed when in the foulhern parts of Admiralty inlet, 
to the fouthward of mount Rainier ; from this Ration it bore by compals 
N.77 e*., and, like mount Rainier, feemed covered with perpetual fnow, 
as low down as the intervening country^ ] 5 ermitted it to be feen. This I 
have diftinguilhed by the name of Mount St. Helens, in honor of 

his 
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his Rritannic Majefty’s ambaflador at the court of Madri 4 . It is fituated 
in latitude 46® 9', and in longitude 238*4', according to our obfcrva- 
tions. 

All hopes of getting into Columbia river vaniftied on funday morn- 
ing, whlyh brought with it a frefli gale from the s.e., and every ap- 
pearance of approaching bad weather, which the falling of the raer- 
fcury in the barometer alfo indicated. We therefore weighed and flood 
to fea; foon after this fome obfervations for the chrbndmeter were ob- 
tained, which gave the longitude 236“ 4' 30", by which cape Difappoint- 
.ment appeared to be 3' in longitude further eaft than I had formerly 
efteemed it to be ; it is however too trifling to demand corrcftion, as 
fuch a difference, and even a much greater one, is liable to arife, by 
any little alteration in the rate of the chronometer. 

The forenoon was employed in making the neccfl'ary preparations for 
bad weather, which was foon found to be an eflential precaution. An 
increafe of the gale, with a very heavy fea, obliged us about two in the 
afternoon to clofc-reef the topfails, and to hand the main-fail and mizen 
topfail. 

Under this fail we flood to the s. w, until two in the morninr, 
when, tlie»y^d in fome degree moderating, we again made for the lana,, 
the gttle fubfided, and in the forenoon the wind from the s.e. was light 
and variable. The weatlier however was very unfettled, fevi^aT water 
fpouts were feen, and fome paffecl at no great diflance from the fhip. 
By a very indifferent obfervation, at nooij, the latitude was afcerta'incd 
to he 46" 4', and the longitude by the reckoning 234® 49'. About two 
in the afternoon, a flrong gale, attended witli heavy dark gloomy wea- 
ther, fuddcnly arofc from the n.w., and foon increafed with fuch vio- 
lence as obliged us to flrike the top-gallant mafls, clofe-recf the top- 
fails, and to take in the main and the fore and mizen topfails. This 
boiflerous weather, in addition to the advanced flate of the feafon, in- 
duced me to abandon every idea of regaining Columbia river ; and, un- 
der the convi6lion, that from Mr. Broughton and Mr.Whidbey 1 fhduld 
receive every information I retjiiired, not only of Gray’s harbour but 
of Columbia river, which Mr. Broughton had entered, and who I was 
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aflure^ would jnot quit it without being •fatisfied in its examinatI6n, I 
dircfted our courfe to tlic fouthward. » "v * 

The gale moderated the next morning, . veered to the fouth, and Tuciiiay 
bringing with it more fettled weather, we made all fail. At noon the 
•obferved latitude was 44® 31', longitude by the chronometer^ 234° 12'. 

This favorable appearance of the weather was however of fliort dura- 
tion. The wind in the afternoon again blew a ftrong gale, which 
obliged us to lland to the s.wr., under ftorm ftay-fails until near mid- 
-^ight, when it veered to the s.w., became more moderate, and we were 
enabled to ftand to the s.s.e. The weather however continued very 
unfeuled, the fea M'as very heavy and irilegular, and the wind became 
variable between s.w. and s.s.e. On wednelday morning fomc water- v\'«inai. b-j. 
fpbuts again appeared, and towards noon came on a very violent ftorm of 
thunder, lightning, and rain ; about which time, very unexpeftedly, we , 
faw the land. I confidered it to be part of the coaft about cape Per- 
petua ; it bore eaft, and was not more than 6 leagues from us, though, 
by;, our reckoning, it fliould have been more than twice that diftance. 

?I’he wind, with fqualLs from the s. s.w., now blew very hard, with which 
jin order to regain an offing we ftood to the weftward ; but tliis was 
accomplifhed fo flowly, that at five in the evening the lajislpwas ftill in 
light to the eaftward, diflant about 6 or 7 leagues ; and though iJic lliip 
was alrec,dy under a fevere prefs of fail, it became neceffary to make 
confiderable addition, which tlie ftiip being unable to carry, the top- 
liiils were again clole-reefed, ainder which and the two cpurles, we ftood 
to the north-weftward during the night, which was very ftorrny. I'lu' 
weather continued unfettled, although the wind became light and vari- 
able between the fouth and s.w,, attended with heavy rain and unplca- 
fant weather, until thurfday afternoon, when the wind ftiifted to the Thuiiaay25. 
N.W., Iftcw a gentle breeze, and brought with it a clear atm ofphere. To 
this favorable breeze we fpread all our canvas, and direfted our courfe 
for cape Orford, in order to re-examine its })ofition. 

'At noon the next day, our obferved latitude was 43*39', longitude 
243“ 51'. Towards fun-fet a diftant vi^w of the coaft was gained, bear- 
ing E.S.E., and by ten at night the wind veered again to the s.e., which 
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o£?^r laturday noon reduced us*to our clofe-reefed topfails. The gale 
moderated towards midnight, and once more we fpread all our canvals . 
Saturda) ^7. ^ moderate breeze, between the fouth and s.e., which was ftill at- 

tended with a heavy difagreeable crofs fwell, rendering the Ihip, with 
her then\heavy cargo very uneafy. The w’eather in general was much' 
more pleaf'ant than that which we had lately experienced, and as the 
wind veered, we occafionally tacked to get to the s.e. By thele means, 
Monday ag. on the evening of the 29th, the coaft was feen extending by com- 
pafs from n. e. by N. to s. e. by e. ; cape Orford bearing e. by n.,' 
about 4' diftant. By the obfervations made in the courfe of the day, 
the latitude of this cape, as b’efpre ftated, was found to be'correft ; the 
longitude as at cape Difappointment deviated 3 miles to the call ward. 
The next day. in the afternoon, I made fome further obfervations to 
this efl'eft, (not having proceeded “more than 3 or 4 leagues to the 
fo.uthward of the cape) which produced the like refult. 

The wind continued nearly in the lame dire6lion, blowing a moderate 
breeze, with pleafant weather; but the very uncomfortable Hate of the 
velfel, in confcquencc of a difagreeable fwell, was foon again aggrava-' 
November, tcd by the incrcafe of the s.e. wind, which at fun-fet, on the 2 d o^ 
^ november,SK«;;duced us to a clofe-reefed topfail and forefail. This gale 
was accompanied by a very high fea, which about two o’clock in the 
Saturday 3. moming Carried away our fpritfail yard in the flings. After day-break 
the wind fhifted to the n.w., with this we fleered to the s.s.e., againft 
a very heavy head fea, which walhed overboard John Davifon, a learnan, 
whilft rigging a new fpritfail yard. This poor fellow being a good 
fwimmer was enabled to fupport himfelf until our I'mall boat from 
the ftern happily picked him up, when nearly exhaufted. 

The wind continuing to blow a frefti breeze to the wellwqrd of fouth, 
we made a fine flant along the coaft, to the fouth-caftward. The wea- 
ther was delightfully pleafant* until near midnight, when the wind 
S*unday4. veered to the s.e., and by four .in the morning its violence obliged us 
to ftrike the top-gallant mails, and bring the Ihip under the fore/ail 
and ftorni flayfails ; even this idw fail was more than prudence could 
authorize, yet I was, and had been, throughout the whole of this flor- 
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my wcathcv, ncceflitated to refort to this jneafure, left we fliould l(jfc, 
in thefe tcmpeftuous returns, die diftance which die Ihort intervals of 
moderate weather permitted us to gain. This gale moderated in the 
evening; clofe-reefed topfails were fet; towards midnight the wind 
veered to the weft ward, and the next morning we again ftood^a.the Mondays, 
fouth. The wind between n.w. and w. attended ftill with tne fame 
heavy irregular fwell, blew a moderate breeze with fair and pleafant 
weather, which gave us again on the followdng^ day fight of the land Tuefday 6. 
extending by compafs from n. e. by n. toE. J s. The fouthernraoft 
promontory of cape Mendocino, n. 40 e. diftant 5 or 6 leagues. At 
noon in this fiuiation our latitude was 40® to>', longitude 235® 33'. From 
the obfervations on this occafion, I found the latitude of cape Mendo- 
cino exaftly to correfpond, and the longitude to be within 3' of the 
pofition I had before afligned to it. . This circumftance afforded me 
much fatisfaftion, as it proved the accuracy of our furvey in the fpring, 

Ind flattered me with the hope, that future vifitors to this coaft w'ould find 
the j(everal projefting points, as well to the north of cape Mendocino, 
as.to the fouth of it, which we were now bound to vifit, laid down with 
tolerable accuracy in our chart. 

/The wind however proved adverfe to our fouthern progr^f^ it again 
veered to the s.e. and as ufual was attended with^fqualls ancTtorreijts of 
rain, which kept us under clofe-reefed topfails until wednefday morning, Wednef. 7. 
when the gale gradually died away, and was fucceeded by a calm ; the 
fam^ heavy irregular fea,. thick^ weather, and a deluge of rain continued 
lantil the morning of the 8th, when a gentle breeze* fprang up from the Thurfday 8. 
N.w. and the atmofphere once more affumed a clear and pleafant ap- 
pearance. 

We had now Jjaffed to the fouth of cape Mendocino, and with this 
favorable change in the weather loft not a moment in making all fail 
towards the land to the s*. e. of the Cape,. which at noon was in fight, 
extending by compafs from n. by e. to e. by n. ; the neareft ftiore bear- 
ing K. 55 £. about 8 leagues diftant. The latitude obferved was 39® 51', 
longitude 235® 48'. We had approachad about dark nearly within a 
league of the fhorc» and as we had now to commence the examination 
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November coaft to the fouthward, we hauled our wind and pliqd under an 

y — eafy fail until day light the next inorjiing, when wc again refumed our 
9 * courfe along fhore with a light northerly breeze, which by noon brought 
us to that part of the coaft we firft made on the 17th of laft april. It 
extended by compafs from s. 43 e. to n. 33 \v . ; the neareft ftiore bear- 
ing E.oy N. about 2 leagues diftant. In this fi,tuation our latitude was 
39“ 25', longitude 236° 32', which places the coaft under this parallel, 
near a quarter of a degree more to the eaftward than I had confidered it 
on pur former vifiit. The land to the fouthward, which had then ap[)eated 
to have been much broken, was now proved to be compact, the deception 
having been occafioned by pur diftance from it, and the irregularity of its 
furface, which rifes abruptly in low fandy cliffs from a connetled beach 
which uniformly compofes the fea ftiore. The interior country ap- 
peared to be nearly an uninterrupted foreft, but towards the fca Gdc was 
a pleafmg variety of open fpaces. 

From the fouth promontory of cape Mendocino to the Ian<l we wet'^ 
abreaft of the preceding night, tlie coaft taikes a dire 61 ion about s. 40 e, 
for about 12 or 13 leagues, and there forms fometlrlug of a proje^ion, 
whence it falls back about 2 leagues to the eaftward, and then ftretches 
about s. ^5 E., in which direftion we failed at the diftance of 4 or 5 
miles from "the fhore' which Hill continued compa 61 , with two or three 
fraall rocky iflets lying near it. As we proceeded, a diftant view was 
obtained of the inland country, w’hich was conipofed of very lofty rug- 
ged mountains extending in a ridge nearly parallel to the direftion of 
the coaft. Thefe were in general deftitute ol’ wocxl, and the more 
elevated parts were covered with perpetual fnow. 

In the evening we again hauled off from tlie fhore to wait the return 
>^afurday 10. of day, at which time a low projetling point, called I>y the Spaniards 
Punta Barro de Arena, bore by compafs s. 57 e. about 2 leagues from us. 
The wind blew a pleafant gale from the n.w.^- with fine weather, which 
made me much regret the delays bur furvey demanded, as thefe now 
prevented our embracing fo favorable an opportunity of making, the 
beft of our way to thofe port^ of rcfreftiments now not far off, efpe- 
cially as fome fcorbutic fympionis had at length made their appear- 
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ancc. Six ^jof the crew were affefted, though not in fuch a degree ,aS 
to caufc confinement. I'he I'aine attention had been unremittingly 
paid to the prefervation of health as on all former occafions during 
the voyage, and I was unable to aferibe the appearance of this malady 
to. any other caufc than the laborious exertions which the nature of 
the fcrvice had demahded, and the fcarcity of refrefhments we had been 
enabled to procure in the courfe of the I'ummer. The very unpleafant 
ftate of the fliip during the late boillerous weather had undoubtedly ope- 
rated in producing this calamity, by the crew being almoid continually 
wet with the inceflant rains, and from our having Ihipped a great quan- 
tity of water which had unavoidably kept the Ihip damp in fpite of our 
utinoft endeavors. The falubrious qualities of the four krout, though 
fcrvcd with the portable foup every day, and boiled not only in the peas 
for dinner but every morning in the ^wheat for breakfaft ever fince we 
had left Nootka, had not averted the evil. On the firft fymptoms of the 
^ifcafc, recourfe was immediately had to the elTenceof mak, with the in-f 
ipiffated juice of orange and lemon, which from fome removed the dif- 
ord^r, and checked its progrefs in others, though they ftill continued to 
labour under its influence. 

. Wcpurfuedourlineof dire 61 ion (lowly along the coaft, owing to the 
light baffling winds that prevailed. At noon the obfcrved Safitude was 
38° 48', longitude 236® 42' ; the fouthernmoft: land in fight bore by 
compafs s. 67 k.; two Cnall rocky iflets lying near the coall N. 79 e.; 
llj.'^'nearell (hore about 2 leagues diflant ; and the point de Arena being 
nearly the northernmofl land m fight n. 10 w. at the diftance of about 
3 leagues. According lo our oblervations this point is fituated in laiti- 
tucle 38" 56', longitude 236* 4 1' ; it forms a confpicuous mark on the 
coaft. ; the fhorc» to the north of it take a direftion if. 10 w. ; its north- 
ern fide is co/Vipofcd of black rugged rocks on which the fea breaks with 
great violence ; to the ftxith of it the coaft trends s. 3.3 e. ; its (buthern 
fide is compofcd of low fandy or clayey cliffs, remarkably white, though 
intcff})er(ed with ftreaks of a dull green colour ; the country above it 
rifes with a gentle afeent, is chequered wipt copfes of foreft trees and clear 
ground,* which gave it the appearance of being in a high Rate of cultiva- 
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tion. The land further fouth is high, fteep to the fea, and,.prefented a 
rude and barren afpefi. Our foundings were 75 and 70 fathorhs. The 
calm of the afternoon was fuccceded by a s.e. wind and its ufual atten- 
dant, a heavy rain, which prevented our acquiring any further know- 
ledge of the coall until die 1 2th, when on the return of a favorable 
gale wq flood for the land, which at noon extended by compafs from 
N. 15 w. to s. 77 E. ; the neareft fhore bore n. e. about j leagues dif- 
tant, latitude 38® 17', longitude 236“' 59'. As we approached the fhore, 
advancing to the fouthward, the country became nearly deflitutc qf 
wood and verdure, at leafl that part of it in the vicinity of the fea fhore, 
which was nearly flraight and compaft. The more interior hills, rifing 
behind thofe forming the coaft, were tolerably well wooded. 

Being near the afligned fituation of the bay in which Sir Francis 
Drake anchored, and that of a port called by the Spaniards Bodega, 
our'attention was dire6led to the appearance of a port to the eaflward^ 
for which we immediately fleered. By fun-fet we were clofe in with diet 
fhore, which extended from n.w, byw. to s. s. e. e., fo that we weje. 
conliderably embayed. We were now off the northern point of ari in- 
ner bay that feemed divided into two or three arms, the foundings had 
been regular from 40 to 28 fathoms, die bottom . a bed of coral roci;^, 
fand, and'fb^lls. Being anxious not to have any opening on the coafl 
unexamined, and as the evening was ferene and pleafant, 1 was induced 
td anchor, though on a rocky bottom, off this point for the night, 
which bore by compafs from us n. e. by e. 2 miles dillant, that my 
defign might early in the morning be carried into execution. Our fitu- 
ation here was by no means pleafant; during the night two deep fea lines 
were cut through by the rocks, and at four in the morning the buoy was. 
feen drifting pall fhip, and was proved to have been fevered in the fame 
way. Left the cable fhould (hare the fame fate, no timb was loft in 
weighing the anchor; fortunately however the* cable had not received 
any injury. A light breeze from the land permitted us to Hand acrols 
the bay, which we foon difeovered to be port Bodega ; its north point 
according to our obfervations js fituated in latitude 38” 21', longitude 
237** 21'. This point is formed of low fteep cliffs, and when feen from 
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the fouth *has the appearance of an iflandf but is firmly connefled with 
the main land. To tlie eaft the land retires and forms a finall inlet, appa- 
rently favorable to anchorage ; it has a flat rock on which the water 
broke in its entrance, and has not any other vifible danger excepting 
that of being much expofed to the fouth and s. e. winds. being 

able to fail into the bay, we flood towards its fouth point, which lies 
from the north point s. 30 e. at the diflance of 7 miles. Within thefd 
limits appeared thfee fmall openings in the coafl, one already noticed to 
the eaflward of the north point, the other -two immediately within the 
Ibuth point ; acrofs ihcfe a connefted chain of breakers (eemed to ex- 
tend, with three high white rocks, which nearly blockaded the paflage. 
Although very folicitous of gaining mor6 intelligence, this was all the in- 
formation I was able to procure of this place, which, required to be mi- 
nutely furveyed by our boats before the veflel fliould enter ; the flate of 
the weather was ill calculated for fuch fervice ; it was very dark and gloomy, 
and the depreflion of the mercury in the barometer indicated an approach- . 
ing ftorm. Our foundings when under 3^ fathoms were on a rocky bottom, 
and confidering that any further examination at this time was not impor- 
tant, I fleered along the coafl to the fouthward for point de los Rcys, fo 
j^amed by the Spaniards, which at noon bore by compafs, s. »2 e. diflant 
about 2 leagues ; the latitude by an indiflerent obfervation, ^38" 7'. 
My apprehenfions of bad weather were not ill founded ; after a few 
hours calm we were again vilited by a s. s. e. gait;, attended as before 
VriAi heavy rain; this fooi^ reduced us to clofe-rcefed topfails, and 
brought with it a very heavy fea. Soon after midnight the wind fud- 
denly fliifted to the weflward, the fky became clear, and w-e again 
fleered for the land ; about nine the next morning w^ pafled point de los 
Reys, which 1 found to be lituated in latitude 38“ o', longitude 237® 24'. 
This is one of the mofl confpicuous promontories fouthward from 
cape Flattery, and canndt eafily be miflaken ; when feen irom the north, 
or fouth, at the diflance of 5 or 6 leagues, it appears inlular, owing to 
its Jprojefting into the fea, and the land behind it being lefs high than 
ufual near the coafl; but the interior "tountry preferved a more lofty 
.'ippearance,. although tliefe mountains extended in a direftion further 
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' 79 V from the coaft than thofe we had lately noticed. From the fouth point 

November, , , ^ * 

oF |!)on wliicli is Forincd by fteep rocky cliffs with forae de- 

tached rocks lying near it, the coaft makes a (hallow open bay, which 
is bounded by a low fandy beach; towards the s.r. part of which the 
elevated\land of point de los Rcys again commences, and ftretches like 
a peninlula to the fouthward into the ocean, where its higheft part 
terminates in fteep cliffs, moderately elevated, and nearly perpendicular 
to the fea, which beats againft them with great violence. Southward 
of this point the (hore, compofed of low white cliffs, takes, for about 
•a league, nearly an eaftern direflion, and there forms the north point 
of a bay, extending a little diftance to the northward, which is intirely 
open, and much expofed to thef fouth and s.b. winds. 

The eaftern fide of the bay is alfo compofed of white cliffs, though 
ekvated. According to the 'Spaniards, this is the bay in which 
Sir Francis Drake anchored; however fafe he might then have found 
h', yet at this feafon of the year it promifed us little flielter or fecurity. 
The wind blowing frefh out of the bay from the n. n.w., I did not 
think it proper to lofe this opportunity of proceeding with all difpatch 
to St. Francifeo ; where there was little doubt of our obtaining a fup- 
ply of thofe .refrefhments which were now much wanted by the wholc^ 
crew. I 

From point de los Reys are (ituated fome rocks, called Farcllones ; 
thofe we faw were tolerably high, and appeared to be in two dlftin6l 
clufters of three or four rocks each, lying in a*s.E.and N.w.dirc^liW 
from each other. The higheft rock of the northernmoft group lies 
from the extremity of point de los Reys s. 13 w., diflant 14 miles; 
the fouthernmoft ^s. 5 e., at the diftance of 17 miles. From un- 
queftionablc authorfty I learned, that a third clufter of* rocks, fcarcely 
above the furface of the fea, lies 1 2^ miles diftant from the above point 
* s. 36 w. 

: With a favorable gale and pleafant weather we failed, at the diftance 
of two or three miles^along the coaft ; which, from point de los Reys» to 
port St. Francifeo, takes a dirfe6lion s. 62 e., diftant 8 leagues. At 
noon the obferved latitude was 37® 53', longitude 237*35'; litua- 
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tion point dc los Reys bore by compafs n . 72 w. ; the fuppofed bay of Yimcmher 
Sir FTancis Drake n. 45 w.; a low Tandy projefting point, oEF which u— y— ^ 
fome breakers extended nearly two miles to the e.s.e., being our near- 
e/l fliore, N.34W., about a league diftant; the fouthernmoft land in 
fight S.E.; and the fouth-eafternmoft of the Farellones s. 35 w.; to the 
eaftward 0/ the loV Tandy projcfting point, the coaft fuddenly rifes in 
abrupt cliffs, with very unequal furfaces, prefenting a moft dreary and 
barren afpeft. • A few fcattered trees werorgrowing on the more eleva- 
ted land, w'ith foine patches of dwarf fhrubs in the vallies ; the reft of 
the country ]>refentcd either a furface of naked robks, or a covering ol\ 
very little verdure. 

We had approaciicd, ])y two in the afternoon, within a fmall diftance of 
tlie entrance into port St. Francifeo, and found a rapid tide fetting againft 
us ; the depth of water regularly decrealt^ from 18 to 4 fathoms', which 
appearing to be the continuation of a ftioal that ftretches from the' 
northern Ihore, then diftant from us not more than a league, 1 hauled 'to 
the S.W., in order to avoid it, but did not fucceed in reaching deeper 
.W£Sit'r,’as the bank wc were upon extended a long way in that direftion, as 
was evident from the confufed breaking fea upon it, and the fmooth 
water on either fide of it. We therefore made for the port, and foon 
increaled the depth of water to 8 and 10 fathoms, unuil wc arrived 
beiween the two outer jjoints of entrance, which arc about two miles 
and a half ajiart, and bear from each other n. 10 vv. and 5 . 10 e. ; here 
had 15 and 18 fathoms water, and foon afterwards wc could gain 
no foundings with a hand-lHie. , • 

Although Favored with a pleafant breeze which^^impelled us at the 
rate of 4 or 5 knqts, it availed us no more than1|iuft to preferve 
our ftation agalnll the ebb fitting out of the po#t. WKdid not ad- 
vance until four o'clock, and then but flowly, through the channel leading 
into this fpaciousport lying in a direfliqn n. 61 i;. and s. 61 w., and k 
near a league in length, with fome rocks and breakers lying at a little 
dillance from either fliore. Thole on the fouthern fide were funheft, de- 
tached, and moft confpicuous, cfpeclajly one, about a mile within the 
s.w. point of entrance, which leemed to admit of a paflage within it ; 

but. 
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butt we had no opportunity o{ afi^ertaining that fa6l, nor is, it of any 
importance to the navigation^ as the meun channel app^red to be free 
from any obftruftion, and is .of fufficient width for the largeft vefleliS' 
^0 turn itu Its northern (hore, xompofed of high fteep I'ocky cliffs, is the 
boldefl ; the fmithem fide is much lower, though its Ibuth-eaftern point 
Is formed of Aeep rocky clif]&, from the bafe of whidi a tra 61 of Tandy 
pountry commences, extending not only along the fouthern Chore 
of die channel, and fome diftance along the exterior, coafl to the fouth- 
ward, but likewife .to' a coniiderable height on the more elevated land 
that borders thereon; and interfperfed with huge maffy rocks of dif- 
ferent fizeS, t^hich, with the Farellones, render this point too cohfpicu- 
ous to be millakeh. Having paifed the inner points of entrance, we 
found ourfelves.in a very fpacious found, which had the appearance of 
containing a variety of as excellent harbours as the Jcnpwn world affords. 
The Spanilh eflablilhment being on the fouthern fide of the port, our 
ceurfe was direfted along thatfhore, with regular foundings from 9 to 13 
fathoms. Several perfons were now feen on foot and on horfeback coming 
to the s;e. point above mentioned.; from whence two guns wfere fired, and 
anfwered by us, agreeably to the fignal eftablifhed between Sen' .Quadra and 
myfelf. As the night foon doled in, a fire was made on the beach, and 
other guns were fired; but as we did not underlland their meaning, aiui 
as the '’foundings continued regular, we fleered up the port, under an 
.eafy fail, in 'conftant expedation of feeing the lights of the town, off' 
which I purpofed to anchor : but as thefe were not difcoverable at ei^t 
at night, and being then in a fnug cove, infirely land-locked, with 6 fa- 
thoms water and a clear bottom, we anchored to wait the return of day. 
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